PRESS RELEASE

UNITED BLACK COALITION

We, the now United Black Coalition, have previously witnessed
from our respective partisanships, a continuing and cscalating denial of
human rights as well as numerous travesties of Justice. Disproportionzily
involvad in such acts have besn and are various Black citizens of the City
of Detroit.

Therefore, with the current Police-Community crisis as our
Genesis, the respective members of the Black Cozlition are now compeilcdd
to throw asice our various political and social philesophies so as to more
Conpphiaticany concentrate on the Detroit Police Department in geneal and
STRESS in particular.

The fermation of STRESS, with its original reliance upon decoy
has caused and been involved in, a

meihods as a primary operaticnal too!,

L]
level of violence which is of great concern. To date, as a direct result of

actions, there have been 25 homicides in Detroit.  The number llilled
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consists of 15 Black citizens, | white and 9 police officers

he STRESS unit as originally conceived and reported was

designed to combat street crimes.  The name, itself, signifies the limited

nature of its operation functions. As such, STRESS represents: Step The

Robberies, Enjoy Safa Stireels.



Under that concept and design, it receives, in some instances,

.

approval by some portions of Detroit citizenry. However, the general

community has been made starkly aware of recent actions involving reported

operations of the STRESS unit which indicated that it has extended its juris-

.

diction into other areas of police work. This has occurred without the facts

being related to the public.

Recent events which have occuried since December 4, 1972 and
December 27, 1972, indicate that the Police Department is using more tactics
than appears prudent and reasonzble in their search for the suspects
invo_lved in these two incidents. The community attitudinal reaction.to sucl,
conduct is that of dismay and anxiety.

As an organizatéon and as privetz2 citizens, no one in our
comrmmily is more conscious cf and extend bmore approval of effective,
cfficient, and professiocnal methods ohf providing protection of the citizenry
and enforcement of the laws of our City. For we are well aware that our

cominunity suffers worse from crimes and provides the most victims.
L]

However, we have never in the past, nor do we now, nor will
we ever in the future, condone the course of ection presently being conductad

by the Police Department of the City.

For these reasons we demand that the Common Council of the

City of Dctroit: "

. Thoroughly investigate and resolve present
charges of police harrassmart.

2. Suspend or deny any further approval of
appropriations to the STRESS unit, including

private and Federal funds until the completion
of such investigations.



UNITED BLACK COALITION - Partial List of Supporters

Jliott 11all, Lsq., President, Detroit Chapter
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION for the ADVANCEMENT of COLORLED PEOPLE

Samuel L, Sirﬁpson, Esq. v
WOLVERINE BAR ASSOCIATION

Mr. Tom Moss,
GUARDIANS of MICHIGAN

Honorable John Convers, Jr,
MEMBIER O¢ CONGRIESS

Honorable Coleman Young
MICHIGAN STATE SENATOR
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TTonorable Daisy Illliott
MICHIGAN STATE REPRLESENTATIVE

ITonorable Alma Siallworth
MICHIGAN STATE REPRESENTATIVL

S
Tlonorable .Jackie Vaunehn 171
MICITIGAN STATE NEPRESENTATIVE
Honorable Ravmond lood
MICH]GAN STATE REPRESENTATIVE
J{onorable Conrad Mallet

WAYNE COURTY COMMISSIONER

Dr. Tom Cireene
WOLVIERINE MEDICAL SOCINTY

Dr. Peter Strong
WOLVERING DENTAL ASSOCIATION

Edward Glenn, President *
COTILILION CLUB

Homer Watcrman, President
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Dr. Claud Young, President .
SOUTPHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSITIER CONFIERENCIE
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Kennethh Cockrel, lisq., President
LABOR DIEFENSE COALITION

-Rev. Donald Scavalli
BLACK ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

TFrank Ditto, Iixecutive Director
EASTSIDYE VOICE of INDEPENDENT DETROIT

Lonnic Dee, Director, Detroit Branch
BLACK PANTIIER PARTY

Macco Dixon & Quida Graves, Co-Chairpersons

COMMITTERE for a BLLACK INVESTIGATING COMMISSION
into POLICE TERROR

Garland Jaggers, Dircctor
BLACK SECRETARIAT, ARCIIDIOCESE of DETROIT

Barbara Mays
BLACKS AGAINST RACISM

Lonnic V. Pcek
CONCERNIID CITIZENS COURNCIL

TFred Durhall, President
ASSOCIATION of BLACK PRE-LAW STUDENTS,
Wayne St ate. Universily

Lorcita Ackers, President
ASSOCIATION of BLACK STUDENTS
Wayne State. University

Konata Tamko, Consul
REPUBLIC of NEW AFRICA

James Williams, Dircctor
BLACK CONSCIENCI LIBRARY

Larry Nevels, Dircctor
UNICOM

Garri Adcogun
PEOPLE to ABOLISII STRESS

Ron Scott e
SreReNG el to b AMIL S UNDI 1S TRREDS
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Barry Iankerson, Direcior
OPERATION GET-DOWN

Andrew Pettress

METROPOLITAN VOTERS LEAGUE

John Reynolds, Chairman, Task Force on Police-Community Relation
COORDINATING COUNCIL on HUMAN RELATIONS

ASSOCIATION of RLACK SOCIAL WORK STUDENTS

STUDIJNTS for HUMAN RIGHTS,
Wayne County Community College

BLACK CAUSES, INC.
TIE LANCERS CLUB
AL DUNMORE

ROBERT MILLENDER, ESQ.

For further information, contact:

- Elliott Hall, lisq.
950 Guardian Building
Detroit, M1 43226

. (313) 962-54441

or

William Penn, lxcculive Secretary
NAACP, Detroit Chapter

2990 Tast Grand Boulevard

(313) 871-2087



