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Young blacks,
hg cars don't
1 drugs

uppose you saw a 20-year-old
black man driving a $30,000 -

‘car down Jefferson. ‘ﬁ"uuld you -
ﬁispect he’d just swiped the car from
ne’s driveway? Or would you
he’d bought it with a handful of
]’f}pe -stained $100 bills?
% Actually, the young man isa ju-
-nmr at t.he University of Michigan,

E*.m

¥ fother is a decorator, and his father

an auto company manager. Last -
he spent a lot of time In bis col-
dnm cramming for finals.

:_a Honeufthatdoeshmanggm&,
ugh, when he and his friends
Eﬁ};‘ﬁumﬂ[}r&e&m“ or drive
t Detroitin hshmthers
Yy Oew car: - '
= Hesaj'sheoncewasstﬂpmdthm
times wﬁhn?ﬁmmut&awhﬂednv

itlgthecar .

Hea]susaysaﬂ—year nldmend
an open bottle of booze in his .

}mwashand(:tﬁe&, searched and -

$éid in the backseat of a police car for |

45 minites, all the while hemggn]led
s&[hngdrugs

ff HE REMEMBERS walking

iﬂ:ﬂm&ﬁr&ektownwﬂ:hafﬂendﬂne :.
maeht, drinking and firting with girls

&dt&mb&mgsﬁoppedhytvmpo—
jlicemen on motorcycles.

= “Without hesitation, we both -
iﬁ“fmedup against the wall in the usu-

j{g—k "Caﬂwasymmmﬂj’hurmﬂntal to
sthe ground, and that’s when the offi- _

foer did it From behind he kicked

d Eh:'f’sfeetfmm mnder him and In one

ﬂﬁﬂi’%nmtmnpmkedhm backup
‘;Iﬂiﬂdﬁm:hﬂi fist in Carf’s groin.

!”: < ‘Whatfuﬂ looking at?” the other
uiﬁnﬂshuﬂﬁdatmimmedmta[y

o to botiom.

£

#= ““Don'tbe around these
Faﬂeysatmgﬁt,”’th&nfﬁcemaﬂ_“He

fSid, You may think you're bad, but |

;theresalwajssamebodfh&&der

*Themtheetbermpput‘ﬁlsﬂmism

mymg‘]ﬁ don’t wanna see you around

Clty attorney i'epresents more than Dearborn

By Carrie animg .
Dietroit Nows Staff Writer

People often ask James Hum-
phries why he would work for the city
of Dearborn, where blacks have not
always felt welcome.

He tells them his father once
dreamed of becoming a draftsman,
but the doors were slammed in his
face because he was black. His grand-
father, one of Detroit’s first black
police officers, endured indignities
that Humphries will never forget.

Sa for him, the chance to become
Dearborn’s first black assistant city

attorney — and the city’s ranhng
black official — was almost a respon-
Slbﬂlt}? not just an opportunity.

“If, in fact, they killed two- h:.rds
with one storie by hiring an attorney
who is also a minority, then T'm
thankful for the opportunity,” Hum-
phrles said. “Perhaps I'll have to put
in more hours, ask more questions,
work a little harder. It comes with
the territory.

“And I would sa].r to other blacks:
Come and take the challenge. Hey, 1
played foothall with Bo Schembech-
ler,” said the University of Michigan
graduaie and former middle guard.

“No challenge is too great — that’s

. what we learned. Step up to it and
give it your best shot.”

IN OCTOBER, Humphries, 31,
became Dearborn’s 10th full-time
black emplovee out of more than 800
full-time city workers. Two years ago
the city, which horders DEtrmi_.‘._.,"]_.'la&'
none.

City officials hupe more blacks
will follow.

Recently, when officials had diffi-
culty attracting blacks to the nearly
all white city. they dropped the resi-
dency requirement.

away. He then searched Carl ™
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Dmner for homeless stolen
-But Good Samarltans come to rescue of hungry

_ By Robert Ouriian -

- Defroit News Staii Wriier

Dariene Feldman: Blenkei Lady’
brecks news of food theft

the annoal Sireet Feast.

- - The food was zlso going to feed
an estimaied 80 homeless at the
Cass Avenue shelier operaied by
Detmit Cover-Up. ran by Daileze
Feldman, Enown as the citv’s
Blanket Lady.

Feldman sed'[yirmkemenews
f ibe theft io the homeless 25
theyﬁiaimtn:h&shﬁzernnﬂm
“Some things should be off-
himits — even to the thieves,” szid

Charles Powell, 2 homeless man
who was hoping for a meal

For a time, it appeared Feld-
man and Stieet Feasi orzanizer

Terry Cicala would have to call of
the Christmas meal Bui franiic

hrmdcastappea]sfﬁrhe!ptmned

the tide and fully resfored the -

holiday spirit.

Merchants and residents from
around the city brousht food for
the homeless. Ope man brought
more than a2 dozen loaves of bread
and packages of lonch meat One
voungster dropped off his pisgy
bank f:ll of coins. .

Vohmmtesrs at the Detroii Cov-
ex-Up shelier duz mio their poci-
eis, coming up with $260 to pur-
chase food io serve.

Meanwhile, volunteer driver
Aybrey Platman, owner of Sweet
Lormaine’s Cafe I Southfzeld,
phoned his familv fo say he woald
be working Iate Christmas nisht.

Akthoesh he was pearly. iwo .
m!ambemmeofthethﬁLﬂE
efforts, o= woll a5 those of oiker
volunieers in the food vaops, were
not in vam.

At 2 siTeei corper near Mack
and Mt Ellioit, 2 dozen cold and
humgry people streamed to the van
to collect food. soup, sofi drimks
amd blankeds

“The fornace went oul. we
didn’i bkave any kerosene 2nd we
haven't eaten yet today,” seid De-
fores Chambers who ves on Hei-
diebesz. “Thos i 2 blessins fom
heaven. God answers piayers. He
s,

¢ money to boy them
;. The PRIDE study isu't kely io ‘ g‘gﬁgﬁgﬁ Dowling
: change the minds of the copsthe Uof | —— WS e W
¢ M stucent claims have been hosshine
- mm,iﬁﬁ‘ehrtmemtheg't,mom
P The next time [ see a youngsier ]
: wheelinza big-ticket car. I'mzoing |
i irv to Xeep 2n open mind. Mayte
. the -mfﬁ.}taamgaeae;,}‘ﬂiet.
: m;‘seif Ot maybe be's jusi a coliege

anymore. Now get out of herel” ™ When he heard the hom&lesa
2> The young man also remembers and hingry were waiting in a Cass
1@%mghthewasslmhfhmm Corzidor food lne stripped of food
sirying to steal his car. When the po- by thieves, Southfield restaurant
*lice arrived to investigate, he says owner Alex Winkler wasted no
Lﬁaesm.tgnedwhenthevbﬂardhewas time.
. @mmemgtuﬂHiﬂs.'IﬁEj-tﬁen “Give me 20 minuies” the
¥e0% ticked off when be couldn’t de- Pickle Barrel Deli owner told a
i iﬁcribethﬂwhﬂﬂhﬂtm vu}mt&mwﬁl kelp.
! o Mariy Goodman,
| [ WHATMARESthisyog | Lovs Det i Southield, ordersd
. émnsstmymterestmgls emmloyee -
; ;t&thﬂ“ﬂammmlsbﬂypﬂmt— mhmag—?f Johnson and ofh
. ted out thet white stadents in grades “We gave them everything we
5 sm'rhmugblzaremﬁe!ythﬂn could spare,” Goodman said.
MmmmMm " So, 00, did dozens of others
. dmg.. around Metro Detroit who were
,, " Accordingtothestudybythena- | crushed by the news that thieves
itiﬂnaiPaTEﬁEmem “who raided a Jefferson Avenue
;BﬁgEﬂ'ﬁlﬁty]nhﬂ-‘-{PmE) whiie warehomse threatened to steal
t males were most likely to ase druss, what Fitle Chrisimes manv of the
$ followed by black males. Black fo homeless hoped for. -
:mmm%mﬁeﬁn@m Several truckloads of soup.
i 1- chicken, ribs and roasts were sio-
; The Atlanta-based group ser- len during the night or early
fveveuﬁﬂﬁ,lmmmm Christmas day from the building 2
:Eﬁsmm mgrades6-12 | block away from Joey's on Jefier-
. }at 958 schools in 38 states, mclading son restaurant, where volunteers
5 *Mldl igan during 1988-82. met Monday to prepere the food
;- I.snn&mgsdbn t redlect what for distribation.
[ zmnlilngmm waich on television - mﬁmmfmﬂm
! humgry homeless wailt
i i = 1‘!%?“%3&&1&&&??;@5 | strest cormers aroand ﬁ :’-;ﬂ-
:, GPrmardva oner
% 1: iy apmbﬁamhchfﬁe.edh— nlackpih:hnb' E?umlemeal m'r.‘,a's that arepart of
:  iwhodrive $30.000 cars and carry
i i beepersintheirback pockeis.
i ! - Yetwhiie kidsare constanily
¢ , pressed and pushed to &y drugs, too,
£ ! and are far more likely to have the

Framed in gnld and displeved on
the white brick mantie of Genrzann
Fuiler's fireplace is a bright silk scaf
L cheeriully decorated with horseson 2
© pei the beckgommd.

- Her hosband James had planned
: tn shrprise her with 1t last year. It

(TP i R e R

student with money-making parents |
- '—-and miserabie luck.

T
¥
T
F)
&
¥

i was found in the hurnt rubble of Pan
¢ Am Flight iM3's cockpii. still
. wrapped in Christmas paper and
| almwst completeiv intact.

The scerf is a Bittersweel syinbol

- De Ramus’ colismin appears Sun- i
ﬁays_ Tuesdays snd Thursdaysin The |
: Detmoit News. i

- would be.”

of ihe flerv amplane explosion over
Lockerbie. Scotland. which Killed her
busbend of 21 vears and 269 others
on Dec. 21. 19588.

It hes heen a [fitle more than a
weer since she am:! her‘ﬁn ieen-aged
c.n*m.“ learned Fuller dizd. the vic-

= oof 20 UnETOWD LeTTRTEL S ven-
&eﬁa_

“WE WERE just numb. Today
was much easier than I thought 1t
she remarked to her son.
Chip. 19. “I was a little woitied about
how it wauid zo. épening the pres-

ents under the tree Bt it makes 5
gifference becatse we'te not in the
same house anvinmore.”

Not long afier the death of James
Faller, 2 top executive al Volks-
wazgen the familv moved from #ts
BicomSeld Hilks home o 2 siizhily
smeler one on 2 't'.i'u"’&bn. cﬁﬁh"?s—i&d
street in Birmingham. ewer from the
memories that haunted them.

Yet Fuller cannot inrgei. And she
isn't ready to let go. Pvesy dayv. dark
rumors and questions with no an-
swers plague her. Why did this hap-
per:? How could # have fiacpened?

“A lot of blacl-:s simply weren’t
willing to move to the city because of
its image,” said Edward Williams, an
assistant director for personnel. “So
the requirement was gradually
changed to say employees have to
live within a 25-mile radius of city
hall”

- At-issuesis- thB"E'i.i;Y ﬁ*ﬂbthf;ym;_-_

cotnply with—a <sstt

with the U.S. Department of Justice,
which sted the: city for hiring dis-,
¢rimination. The citi agreed to have
the federal government monitor its

Please see QOfficial/TB

Bridge’s

: '-l-ﬁBD LD PORaNSONTha ﬂu.:rm Plows
* Dearbom's first black cily atiomey,
- James Humphyies.

safety

barriers subpar,

experts

By Louis Mleczko
Detroit News Staff Writer

Mackinac Bridge safety barriers
have ot met national design stan-
dards for at leasf 15 years and played

-a-key rolé;in a fatal September
| aecident in which:a small car vaulied
GH thespan,acmrdmgtﬂmphﬁ

Atleastsnsﬁ:dmshyanmeufth&
nation’s most prestigious highway
desien institoies have condemned
the corb-raill combination used on
the Mackimac Bridge — an mmner

:.‘-'11--;]1(:11 pipe and a 38-inch outer

Eu,,..uezm saya luw inmer curb or
‘barrier tends to Liftan out-of-conirol
vehicle up and possibly over an outer
railing but a single barrier bounces it
back onto the roadway. Current fed-
eral highway codes permit only a
single barrier.

The Manhnae Bridge’s imner

InSist
al of ithe inper curh.

Research engineers were ques-
tioning combination curb-rail de-
signs as.earljr as 1957, the vear the
suspensior bridge opened. between

Michizar’s Upper and Lower penin-
sulas, according to documents ob-

_-tamed hg The Betrmt News.

TBE BRIDGE’S safety barriers

- have béen under close scrutiny since

Sept. 2 when Piuhar lost control of
her 1987 Yugo in £8 mph winds and
slammed mto the low inner curh.
The hat k then catapuited over
the outer railing and phmeed 170 feet
mto the frigid Staits of Mackinac. .

Plubar died of severe head znd
chest injuries but was still breathing
when her car sank in 150 feet of
water, according 10 an auiopsy re-
port.

Sicking speeulate& she might
have been kiled even if she had Int
the outer rail directly becaunse of her
°%. speed= estimated by state police at

“but ooly45. mph by

“To93 mph
jear—aﬂfﬂshe P]llharnfRﬂFﬂr witnesses — and the neardy head-on .

=Sy

aﬁucmte

Transportation Ipstituie at Texas
A&M Upiversity.

“Everyone knows not to design
that type of railmg for a bridge,”
Sicking said. “The bridse probably s

- safer without the lower (nner) corb.

Without the curb, she (Plahar)
would not have vauolied the outer

While the Mackinac Bridse does
not require an immediaie change by
law, Sicking and Richard Fessler,
chairman of the state Senate Trans-

pﬂrtaﬁﬂn Cm:mmttee, r.'ﬂ]l for remov-

-----

. angle at which police say she struck -
research’ Eng:meer for the Fexas - sl

the Thner

Plohar's family has s:ued the -
Mackinac Bridge Authoriiy, the -
Michizgn Department of Tramspor-
tation {hﬂ}[}T} and the avthoriys

engineering frm for negligence In
operating the Mackinac Bridge.

OFFICIALS for the aothority
have consistently defended the
bridee railing system, a.nd they pomt
o the official staie police accident
report. which blamed the Plohar

Please see Bridgef?B_

way out for abuse victims

Skwira
Cretroit News Sizfi Winier

Things are quiei these days st
st Siep, a shelier for batiered
women in western Wayne County.
The 30-bed shelter is less than half
foll and oniy a few children can be

EIEEEHFEDrteeeruuyE]hs happy.

excepi -she knows they bide some

cugytmth, .
ﬂrmmi&ﬁ]mufthefﬁrwhm

. women are comg to izke ap exira

beating in an effori to hold the Bamily
together throush the holidays™ she
said. “But In January. ibe phone
sizris to rince. We'll be overwhelmed
and that continues untd sprins.”
For abused women. the holidays
present an agonizing diemma Stay
with 2 volatile and violent spouse or
flee =ith the Kids into the uncertain-
¥ of 2 oew [ife in the middle of what

¢ should be 2 happy family season_

“Like the call we soi the ather

i nisht” Filis s2id. “The woma=n seid

shEmh}dnttaFE:ﬂla“‘m.:mvatthE
holidays. She szid some kmd of

Did someone let it happen? Why has
7o one been srrested in the bombing?

And when =ill & happen again’

-1 do think the truih wii he
Eknown one day.” she said. iouching a
kniited oreen wreath pinned nesily
2t Eer colier. On the lepel of ber red
woot sweater = 2 bulton with the
waring: “Termrism and apaiha: A
deadlv combimatinn.”

“I DONTT want io be an angv
person. bul it's difficult.” she said. °1
don't want it to take'over my fife. My
hushend widn't have wanted that.
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Christmas for them was better than
nothine™

Cheryl. 29, made a diifereni deci-
Sion.

After ber hushand spit on her and
thieatened her with another beatine
at a Christmas pariy iwo weeks aso.
she iook ber two children. ased 234
and 9 months. and moved mio the
First Step shelter.

Itwas;hethn-umeshe!w&h;‘:
herhashenddmﬂgtbarfwvear

condition thet her seaf name not be
msed

FIRST STEP 1 a private, non-
pmiit organzation that serves 35
communiiies .n wesiern Sayne
County and downriver. It's suppori-
ed by United Way. government
sranis and privaie coniribotions.
Two shelters in Wayne County ran
bv other groups service Detroi. Eiis
szl

The News amzed 1o concezl the

Picase see Shelier/6B

Bittersweet Chnstmas for family of Pan Am’ terrorist victim

He was such an 2live and fun-loving
petenn- Hewould want meto let go of
. in mmake peace with i And when
it’s time to de that. [T know.”™

in the meantime. she spends a
gnect part of her days workme with 2
crorp of fammites whe had loved ones
on ioe doomed pf&r;e_ Cafied The
Victims nf Pan Am Flight 103, the
sroun has c=lled for hetier anpott
secritv and the sovernieeni to make

public serinus bomb threats zgainst
airiines. something she believes
Fizzgs see CDEIHQ’4B
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