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" FIFTH ESTATE: STRESS has tem-

porarily discontinued their decoy op-
erations because of all the heat that’s
coming dowr: on them. “What's the
nature of STRESS operations now?!
What's the story hghind the notorious
STRESS Patrolman Raymond Peter-
son, who was involved in the deaths of
10 people?

RON LOCKETT : What the people in

the Coalition feel is that Peterson blew

his whistle too quick, Blatant terror
was discontinued in the black commu
nity. That doesn’t mean that they
still don't patrol the black comun
unity, pick up brothers, (and sis
Staff), but now they’ll iet therr po on
a bunch of garbage-type clisiyge
Peterson appears to us to be vsed a
a scapegoat, but | wouldn't g
as saying that he will do some tme, .
that he will be convicted
history of Detroit has a police officer
been convicted of murder. A police
officer has been sentenced to jail for
90 days for killing a dog.
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FE: What do you see as the reason for
STRESS existing?

RL: Theoretically it is to stop street
crime, but we feel that it is a terror
squad whose sole purpose is to demor-
alize and demobilize the black commu-
nity. With STRESS, as far as blacks be-
mg able to organize 2gainst bad housing

being unemployed, drugs, they become
scared, you can just see it out on the
streets. A blood, unless he is a junkie
and has to, get a fix, won’t go out on
‘the streets at certain times at night.
They're scared of seeing four whites
with long hair and blue jeans step out
of a late'model Chrysler and shake

What about John Nichols’ state-
nt that S'rmsss has effectively re-
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RL: Police statistics are so nebulous,
We can go down to the dockets and s
that it's the same amount of people b
ing tried, the same amount of trumps
un charges Of the 2,200 or more arr
| ests that STRESS has made, less than
100 have ended up in convictions, Th
| Detroit papers have said that drugs hz
to do with 50-65% of the people oput
here on the streets. The police duty,
theoretically, is to deal with that pro-
I blem. But all black people know ab-
out police complicity on drugs, about
STRESS officers going in dope house
and getting payoffs. They bring dnpc

! to dope houses — I myself have seen
# this.

FE: What kind of forms do vou ses a
concrete v.ays of dealing with crime?
Right now , the tactic is that the best
avay is to instill terror into anyone wh
looks lik : the might be a “criminal.”

RL: We propagandize around the de-
mand of citizens review boards, pre-
cinct hy precinct, with the power to
hire and fire all racist policemen .
This would be community control of
the police. The sentiment is moving
that way--we just have to elevate the

| leve! of (political) consciousness Peo-
| ple vay “just get a black mayor and h
will put in a black police commissione:
We don‘t agree with that.

l FE: Isn't STRESS merely symptoma-
tic of a larger problem — who controis
| the weaith in this city? If they got rid
' of STRESS, if they changed the name,
but if the power is in the same hands,
 wouldn't there be some other form ol

repression?

RL: We don't doubt that, but

rid of STRESS, it would be

victory for the blnck commi

50, the rulers of this city

at the morale of
- Palice department




