EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

JUL 27 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH CALIFANO

Subject: Assistances for Detroit

In response to your request on this subject, there are no

assistances we can provide without a '"major disaster"
declaration.

With a declaration under PL 81-875 we can provide this aid:

Clearance of debris

Repair of essential public facilities (building/utilities)

Provision of temporary housing

Protective health and sanitation measures

Distribution of medicine, food and other consumable
supplies,

Repair and replacement of damaged emergency
equipment (fire and police vehicles, etc.)

Overtime of city employees (except police and fire)
* Repair of streets, roads, and bridges

* Repair of dikes, -levees, and drainage facilities
*(not believed applicable to Detroit)

Although reimbursement for expenditures for overtime
of police and firemen and the costs incurred by the
National Guard is not normally made by OEP, in a

major disaster declaration the Director of OEP could
authorize such reimbursements.

If a major disaster is declared under PL 875, loan programs of

several Federal agencies would be triggered or liberalized (DHUD,
VA, SBA, OE.)

Farris Br
Director
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' JULY 27, 1967

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO
THE NATION
ON
CIVIL DISORDERS
THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

10:30 P.M. EDT
My fellow Americans:

We have endured a week such as no Nation should
live through:  a time of violence and tragedy.

For a few minutes tonight, I want to talk abocut
that tragedy -- and I want to talk about the deeper questions
it raises for us all.

I am tonight appointing a special Advisory
Commission on Civil Disoczders.

Governor Otto Kerner, of Illinois, has agreed to
serve as Chairman. Mayor John Lindsay, of New York, will
serve as Vice Chairman. Its other members will include
Fred R. Harris, Senator from Cklahoma; Edward W. Brooike,
United States Senator from Massachusetts; James C. Corman,
U.S. Representative from California, 22nd District, Los
Angeles; William M. McCulloch, the U.S. Representative from
the State of Ohio, the 4th District; I. W. ARbel, the
President of the United Steel Workers; Charles B. Thornton,
the President, Director and Chairman of the Board of
Litton Industries, Inc.; Roy Wilkins, the Executive Director
of the NAACP:;Katherine Graham Peden, the Commissioner of
Commerce of the State of Kentucky; Herbert Jenkins, the
Chief of Police, Atlanta, Georga.ia.

The Commission will investigate the origina of
the recent disorders in our cities. It will make recomnen-
dations -~ to me, to the Congress, to the State Governors,
and to the Mayors -~ for measures to prevent or contain
such disasters in the future.

In their work, the Commission members will have
ccess to the facts that are gathered by Director Edgar
cover and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI
will continue to exercise its full authority to investigate
these riots, in accordance with my standing instructions, and
continue to search for evidence of conspiracy.
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But even before the Commission begins its work;
and even before all the evidence is in, there are some
things that we can tell about the outbreaks of this
SUMMEr.

Y

S




wooet LR .

Page 2

First -- let there be no mistake about it -- the

looting, arson, plunder and pillage which have occurred

S are not part of a civil rights protest. There is no

American right to loot stores, or to burn buildings, or to

v fire rifles from the rooftops. That is crime -~ and crime
. must be dealt with forcefully, and swiftly, and certainly -- 13 =

. R, under law.

N Innocent people, Negro and white, have been killed. |
: Damage to property -- owned by Neqgroes and whites -- is
calamitous. Worst of all, fear and bitterness which have
- been loosed will take long months to erase.

The criminals who committed these acts of violence
| against the people deserve to be punished -~ and they must
? be punished. Explanations may be offered, but nothing can
excuse what they have done.

There will L. attempts to interpret the events of
the past few days. But when violence strikes, then those in
public responsibiliity have an immediate and a very different
job: not to analyze, but to end disorder.

That they must seek to do with every means at their
command: through local police, state officials, and, -- in
extraordinary circumstances where local authorities have
stated that they cannot maintain order with their own resources
~-~ then through Federal power that we have limited authority
to use.

I have directed the Secretary of Defense to issue
new training standards for riot control procedures immediately
to National Guard units across the couwntry. Through the | i
Continental Army Command, this expanded training will begin |
immediately. The National Guard must have the ability to :
respond effectively, quickly, and appropriately, in conditions
of disorder and violence.

. Those charged with the responsibility of law
enforcement should, and must, be respected by all of our
people. The vioclence must be stopped: quickly, finally,
and permanently. ‘

It would compound the tragedy, however, if we

should settle for order that is imposed by the muzzle of a
gun.
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In America, we seek more than the uneasy calm of
martial law. We seek peace bascd on one man's respect for
another man -- and upon mutual respect for law. We seek a

public order that is built on steady progress in meeting the
needs of all of our people.

Not even the sternest police action, nor the most
effective Federal Troops, can ever create lasting peace in
our cities.

The only genuine, long-range solution for what has
happened lieg in an attack -- mounted at every level ~- upon
the conditions that breed despair and violence. All of us
know what those conditions are: ignorance, discrimination,
slums, poverty, disease, not enough jobs. We should attack
these conditions ~- not because we are frightened by conflict,
but because we are fired by conscience. We should attack them
because there is simply no other way to achieve a decent and
orderly society in America.

In the past three arnd a half vears, we have directed
the greatest Governmental effort in all of our American history
at these ancient enemies. The roll call c¢f those laws reveals
the depth of our concern: The Model Cities Act. The Voters
Rights Act. The Civil Rights Act. The Rent Supplement Act.
Medicare and Medicaid. The 24 educational bills. Head Start.
The Job Corps. The Neighborhood Youth Corps. Teacher Corps.
Manpower Development and Training. 2And many, many more acts
too numerous to mention on television tonight.

We will continue to press for laws which would pro-
tect our citizens from violence: 1like the Safe Streets and
Crime Contxol Act now under consideration in the Congress and
the Gun Control Act.

Our work has just begun. Vet there are those wiho
feel that even this beginning is too much. There are thcse
who would have us turn back even now, at the beginning of this
journey.

Last week in Congress, a small but important plan
for action in the cities was voted down in the House of Repre-
sentative.. The members of that body rejected my request
for $20 million to fight the pestilence of rats -- rats which
prowl in dark alleys and tenements, and attack thousands of
city children. The passage of this legislation would have
meant muci to the children of the silums. A strong government
that has spent millions to protect baby calves from worms
could surely afford to show as much concern for baby boys
and gixrls.

There are some tonight who feel that we cannot
afford a Model Cities program. They reduced my reguest for
funds this year by two-thirds.

There are some who feel that we cannot afford
additional good teachers for the children of poverty in urbon
areas., Or new efforts to house tinose who are most in need of
housing. Or to aid in education to those who need to read an
write,

ad

Theirs is a strange csystem of bookkeeping.
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I believe we should be counting the assets that
these measures can bring to America: cities richer in
opportunity; cities more full of promise; cities of order,
progress, and happiness. Instead, some are counting the
seeds of bitterness.

This is not a time for angry reaction. It is a
time for action: starting with legislative action to improve
the life in our cities. Tuae strength and promise of the
law are the surest remedies for tragedy in the streets.

But laws are only one answer. Another answer lies
in the way our people will respond to these disturbances.

There is a danger that the worst toll of this
tragedy will be counted in the hearts of Americans: in hatred,
in insecurity, in fear, in heated woxrds which will not end
the conflict, but prolong it.

So let us acknowledge the tragedy; but let us not
exaggerate it.

Let us look about tonight. Let us loock at ourselves.'

We will see these things:

Most Americans, Negro and White, are leading decent,
raesponsible and productive lives.

Most Americans, Negro and white, seek safety in
their neighborhoods and hermony with their neighbors.

Nothing can destroy good will more than a period
of needless strife and suspicion between the races.

Let us condemn tine violent few. EBut let us
remember that it is law-abiding Negro families who have really
suffered most at the hands of the rioters. It is responsible
Negro citizens who hope most fervently -- and need most
urgently -- to share in America's growth and prosperity.

This is not the time to turn away from that goal.

To reach it will reguire more than laws; more than
dollars. It will take renewed dedication and understanding
in the heart of every citizen.

I know there are millions of men and women tonight
who are eager to heal the wounds that we have suffered:
who want to get on with the job of teaching and working and
building America.

In that spirit, at the conclusion of this address,
I will sign a proclamation caliing for a day of prayer in
our Nation throughout all of our States. ©On this Sunday,
July 30, I urge the citizens in every town, every city, and
every home in this Land to go into their churches -- to
pray for order and reconciliation among men.

I appeal to every CGovernoxr, every Mayor, every
preacher and c...y teacher and parent to join and give
leadership in this National observance.
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. This spirit of dedication cannot ke limited to our
public leaders. It must extend to every citizen in this land.
And t?e man who speaks to break the peace must feel the power-
ful disapproval of all of his neighbors.

Tonight, I call upon every American to searxch his
own hear

To those who are tempted by violence, I would say
this: Think again. Who is really the loser when violence comes?

Whose neighborhood is made a shambles? Whose life is threatened
most?

If you choose to tear down what other hands have built,
- You wiis not succeed;
-- You will suffer most from your own crimes;

—-— You will learn that there are no victors in
the aftermath of violence.

The apostles of violence, with their ugly drumbeat
of hatred, must know that they are now heading for disaster.
And every man who really wants progress or justice or equality
must stand against them and their miserable virus of hate.

For other Americans, especially those in positions
of public trust, I have this message:

Yours is the duty to bring about a peaceful change in
America. If your response to these tragic events is only
"business as usual" -- you invite not only disaster, but dishonor.

My fellow citizens, let us go about our work. Let
us clear the streets of rubble and quench the fires that hatred
set. Let us feed and care for those who have suffered at the
rioter's hands -~ but let there be no bonus or reward or salutes
for those who have inflicted that suffering.

Let us resolve that this violence is going to stop
and there will be no bonus to flow from it. We can stop it. .
We must stop it. We will stop ic.

And let us build something much more lasting: £faith
between man and man, faith between race and race. Faith in
each other -- and faith in the promise of beautiful America.

Let us pray for the dav when "mercy and trutn are
met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other."
Let us pray -- and let us work for better jobs and bettex
houging and better education that o many millions of our own
fellow 2Zmericans need so much tonight.

Let us then act in the Congress, in the city he
and in every community, so that this great land of ours may
truly be "one Nation under God -~ with liberty and justice for
all."

Goodnight and thank you.

LEND AT 10:48 p.l. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 28, 1967
Friday, 12:30 p.m,

FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM  Joe Califano (04«) _

Attached is a statement which Cy Vance is now
making on his meeting this morning with Governor
Romney and Mayor Cavanagh.

Attachment
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July 28, 1967

Statement to be made by Mr. Vance when he opens Press
Conference commencing at Noon today. Conference will
be conducted by Vance, Romney and Cavanagh

As you know, the President yesterday sent a wire to the
Governor and Mayor indicating his determination to help meet
the emergency health, food and safety needs of Detroit which
cannot be met from state and city resources. The President
instructed federal officials to move without delay to meet the
needs of those who have suffered at the hands of the rioters.

To that end, we held a comprehensive discussion, starting
at 8:30 AM this morning, with Governor Romney and Mayor
Cavanagh., I emphasized our readiness to respond to such
requests in the area of emergency health, food and safety needs.

Let me give a rundown on the points we discussed:

As to food, the Mayor indicated that the availability of food
- does not seem to be a problem, though there may be a distribution
, problem in some places, We expressed our readiness to be help-
ful in the event that a shortage of food arises.

As to health, the City Health Commissioner will be giving us
by noon today a specified list of medicine and drugs which are in
short supply. We expect to be able to respond promptly to requests
which the Health Commissioner may make.

On another health matter, to meet the emergency shelter needs
of riot victims, the local office of Housing Administration has
leased to the Detroit Housing Commission, at the nominal cost of
$1.00 a month, 68 houses, some containing more than one unit.

If there are additional emergency shelter needs, we are prepared
to look further for federal resources.

As to safety, we have already taken the first steps to shift
certain federal funds for the spot demolition of riot-damaged build-
ings which are hazardous to public safety. We are investigating
the availability of additional federal funds for demolition of riot-

. damaged buildings.

In the field of safety, we are prepared to provide additional
helmets and ammunition to civic police if a survey now being made
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shows that their supplies are depleted. Federal forces have already
made 30 caliber ammunition available to city or state police,

The Federal Government has already made available facilities
at the Milan Correctional Institution for detention of persons arrested

If more facilities prove to be needed, we are

during the riots,
prepared to survey other federal activities for additional appropriate

federal space. Hopefully, this will not be necessary in view of the
substantial progress which is being made, but we are prepared to
be of further assistance if required. Secondly, in a step toward

returning ultimate responsibility for the security of Detroit to
civilian law enforcement agencies, the 46th Infantry Division has

been assigned responsibility for the security of the lst, 7th and 13th
Troops of the 82nd and 101st

Police Precincts as of 8 AM today.
Airborne Divisions, which have been stationed in these areas since
last Tuesday, were withdrawn to assembly positions nearby in the
metropolitan area.
Thirdly, 600-800 Air National Guards men will be defederalized
This will give Governor Romney

and returned to state control,
additional state troops for use elsewhere.
One battalion of regular troops has been

Troop alignment:
relieved in the 7th Precinct by elements of the 46th Division and
is moving to an assembly position elsewhere within northeast Detroit.

A second battalion has been relieved by the 46th in the lst Precinct

and has moved to an assembly position on the state fair grounds.
One company of regular tropps has been relieved by the 46th in

the 13th Precinct and is also assembled on the fair grounds.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 29, 1967
9:15 pm, Saturday

FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM Larry Levinson }\gv

Tom Johnson and I have gone over the Detroit riot
chronology in great detail and have checked with the

principals involved.

We have added some additional material and made some
technical corrections in some of the times.

The chronology now conforms as closely as possible to
the events and facts as they occurred,

Attachment
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3:30 pm:

9:30 pm:

11:55 pm:

Early
Morning

Hours:

2:45 am:

3:30 am:

4:20 am:

8:55 am:

9:45 am:

10:05 am:

10:40 am:

THE DETROIT RIOTS
CHRONOLOGY

SUNDAY (JULY 23)

Based on FBI report, Joe Califano (White House Staff) notifies
President that situation in Detroit may be getting worse buatthet
Romnuey-has-pot-requested-fedc¥al arsistanee. President asks
to be kept fully informed.

FBI Command Post advises Larry Levinson (White House,Staff)
that rioting has intensified, that Rormmes—has the guard et and
that 8,000 guardsmen, as well as 4, 000 state and local police

can be made available. Reomneydoes—snetrequest help. Levinson

immediately notifies President. President asks that close watch
be kept on situation.

Cavanagh and Romney discuss situation with Attorney General
Clark by telephone.

MONDAY (JULY 24)

Romney calls Clark at 2:40 AM. Clark calls Romney at 3:40,
5:15, and 6:50 AM. Romney says he may need federal troops but
does not request them. '

/t‘v& ﬁy bn,a'}; vy R ;‘ LﬁN%E: -
i}

Clark calls Presid ﬁ/t advi%sing him of Detroit situation. President
authorizes Army/%wmngfsr troop deployment. Clark
notifies Army Secretdry Resor who contacts Army Chief of Staff
General Johnson to begin planning.

Resor goes to Pentagon Command Post with General Johnson.
Command Post put on emergency condition.

General Johnson issues ''alert orders' to paratrocp units at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina and Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Romney calls Clark to discuss situation further.
)
Romney calls Clark and says there isureasonable doubt law
and order can be maintained and that he will be formally requesting
5, 000 federal troops. He reads Clark text of telegram he will
send shortly to President.

President is already meeting with McNamara on troop deployment
should a request be made, when Clark tells President that Romney
is now about to request by telegram the use of federal troops.
McNamara recommends Vance be sent to Detroit because of his
prior first-hand experience with civil disturbances "from Oxford

on'. Vapee 1§ iR Warshington-that day after the burial of his Mother-

severai-days-beforetamd. President decides to send Vance to

Detroit for on-the-spot assessment.

President gets from Califano text of wire as dictated over the phone
from the Attorney General's Office. Official wire has not yet been
sent. President orders Mr. Wright in White House message center
to be on alert for Romney's wire.

President calls meeting in Cabinet Room with McNamara, Clark,
Roger Wilkins (head of Community Relations Service), Warren
Christopher (newly confirmed Deputy Attorney General who was on
McCone Commission on Watts riots), John Doar (Assistant Attorney General

U




3:30 pm:

9:30 pm:

11:55 pm:

Farly

Morning
Hours:

2:45 ams:

3:30 am:

4:20 am:

8:55 am:

9:45 am:

10:05 am:

10:40 ar.

10:43 am:

THE DETROIT RIOTS
CHRONOLOGY

SUNDAY (JULY 23)

Based on FBI report, Joe Califano (White House Staff) notifies
President that situation in Detroit may be getting worse but that

Romney has not requested federal assistance. President asks
to be kept fully informed.

FBI Command Post advises Larry Levinson (White House Staff)
that rioting has intensified, that Romney has the guard out and
that 8,000 guardsmen, as well as 4, 000 state and local police
can be made available. Romney does not request help. Levinson
irmmediately notifies President. President asks that close watch
be kept on situation.

Cavanagh and Romney discuss situation with Attorney General *
Clark by telephone.

MONDAY (JULY 24)

Romney calls Clark at 2:40 AM. Clark calls Romney at 3:40,
5:15, and 6:50 AM. Romney says he may need federal troops but
does not request them.

Clark calls President advising him of Detroit situation. President
authorizes Army to start planning for troop deployment. Clark
notifies Army Secretary Resor who contacts Army Chief of Staff
General Johnson to begin planning.

Resor goes to Pentagon Command Post with General Johnson.
Cc.omand Post put on emergency condition.

General Johnson issues ''alert orders'' to paratroop units at For:
Bragg, North Carolina and Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Romney calls Clark to discuss situation further.

Romney calls Clark and says there is reasonable doubt law

and order can be maintained and that he will be formally requesting
5,000 federal troops. He reads Clark text of telegram he will

scnd shortly to President.

President is already mecting with McNamara on troop deployment
stould a request be made, when Clark tells President that Romney
is acw about to request by telegram the use of federal troops.
McNumara recommends Vance be sent to Detroit because of his
prior first-hand experience with civil disturbances '"from Oxford
on''. Vance is in Washington that day after the burial of his Motmer
several days beforehand. President decides to send Vance to
Dctroit for on-the-spot assessment.

P. .sident gets from Califano tex of wire as dictated over .o p. ae
ir 1 the Attorney General's Offic ¢. Official wire has not yet be 3
scnt. President orders Mr. Wrignt in White House message ceater
tc be o- alert for Romney's wire.

P.esident calls meeting in Cabine Room with McNamara, ..ars,

Roger Wilkins (head of Communi.y RKelations Service), Warren

C.ristopher (newly confirmed Dep iy Attorney General who was on

M.cCone Commission on Watts rio.s), John Doar (Assistant Mitorney Ceneras
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10:46 am:

10:56 am:

11:02 am:

11:03 am:

11:15 am:

11:40
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11:42 am:

11:47

o
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12:35 pm

12:45 pm..

for Civsl Heenpie). George (b :stian ‘Lom Johnson, Larry Levinson
of v.hi » . ouse Staff,

Roiune, iuoatches wire to - .sid at requesting troops but does
not :rculivn number of troc is.

Rorsr.ney wire received at "White House and immediately brought
to Cabinet Room by Willicir .iopkirs (White House Staff).

President directs McNamura to have troops ready to move to
Sceliridpe AFB (30 :1.¢s irom Detroit - there are rno closer
availab:re airports.)

McNa.r.era immediately calls Secretary Resor and tells him Lo
start loading troops on aircraft.

Meci.ng begians. Clark reviews lc.al situation citing prior pre-
cedents and laws. They indicate that federal troops can be sent
only upLon the request of the Covernor (when State Legislature is not
in session) and the local authe.itizs are "unable, fail or refuse'

to maintain law and order. u..Nawcra reviews the troop situa.ion,
stating that Lit. General John Throc... orion will be in command.
Re=ponse 10 Romney's teleos -arm 1s  -epared by President .n
corsultation with Clark anc wv.. Namara. President says Governur's
ref .est must be horored sre “iotly. The purpose of federal .ocps
is 10 assist and support -- .. .0 3 9nlanr -- local forces. I cderal
troops woula be used only if <ccesce~y. President tells McNan.ara
that troc s should be movecd .nto imimediate pos:tion for deployment
but than Vance's on-the-spot assessment 1s essential before
federal troops are used.

Pro._cent, from Cabinet ooin, personally places ca i1 tc Romney
to l.e ve text of telegramr read Rouraney is unavailable.

Foo “derits wire to Romney ulspar hed.
Y

Sc otor Griflfin calis President. resident tells aivw -
=¢C .aig Vance to Detroit and ithat he is ordering fed..-.. roops
to .ac area.

.

Romanaey + -nds Clark wire request..; 5, 000 troops.

R¢ - azy returns President's call. Clark seads Qoninev tex of wire.
V. - :a rives in Cabinet Room, anc talks :0 Romney and says that
he .1i be leaving 1or Detroit to confer with nim and Mayor

Ce ..gh as soon as possible

Pr.-.dent cair: seazor Hart « 1d notifies him of the situation.
P. _sident then .eaves Cabinel Roon bul asks to be <ent = .. -
iniorme

Va = assembles team (Chriswopl. r. Wilkias (Graduate ot VoL-Ley
of :chiger. Law School), Doar aunc Al Fitt, ~rmy General . 1.

a . .ave Jceicoiter). Vance talks to General Throckmorton ‘.o federal
tr- 5 cor. mander and tells hi:z: to oroceed at once to Selfria. o.

C.. .xt .cceles Romney's teicgram requesting 5, 000 trooyp -.

F. ving Presidential directive, .cNamara orders two
b1 . 28 w move at once to Se.fr uce

.
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1:30 pm: Vance and team leave Washingtor oy air for Selfridge.
.
2:00 pm: First troop carrier plane leaves Fort Bragg, beginning airlift
. of 2400-man brigade from 8znd A:rborne. Air time to Selfridge:

2 hours, 10 minutes.

2:05 pm: First troop carrier plane leaves Fort Campbell, beginning airlift
of 2400-man brigade from 10lst Airborne. Flight time to Selfridge:
about 2 hours.

2:15 pm: Airlift underway. 50 troop carrier aircraft are at Fort Bragg ;
but others must come from air bases in other parts of the country -- '
28 from Langley, Virginia; 28 from Lockbourne, Tennessee; 15
fr-m Seward, Tennessee; 10 from Dyess, Texas; and 10 from
F.rbes, Kansas. Planes leave at 5 minute intervals. Brigades :
move with their trucks, ambulances, and about 100 tons of cargo. ; 4
Over 140 aircraft are used. '

2:25 pm: Clark calls Romney and tells him Vance will be arriving just after
3 PM.

3:00 pm: General Throckmorton arrives at Selfridge.

3:07 pm: Vance and team arrive at Selfridge. Vance and Throckmorton

irnmediately confer and learn that Governor and Mayor are at
Detroit Police Headquarters, abou: 30 miles from Seliridge.
Vance rud Throckmorton then proceed by car to Police Headquarters.

4:05 pm: F ._. . rlift arrives at Selfridge; others Lagin landing at 2 1/2
m :u.e intervals. 5th Army aas provided 100 busses leased from
tl:c Detrroit Bus Company to move troops into the city.

About Vaace and Throckmorton meet with Governor Romney, Mayor
4:30 pm: Cavanagh, their staffs and Folice Commissioner Girardon.
Vawce is advised by local officials that 700 state policemez, 90C local
police (out of about 3,000), 3, 000 National Guardsmen {our oi 7000
. a-railable) were actually on the streets. Vance suggests ti.at the
Guard commit the remainder of the troops.

5:00 pm: Vance, Romney, Cavanagh, Christopher, Throckmorton, and
Doar tour riot area. Situation is quiet.

5:05 pm:, 1500 paratroopers have now landed at Selfridge.

4
a
6:07 pm: P:resident discusses riot situation at White House meeting with
Congressional Leadership.
6:45 pm: ¥ esident calls meeting with McNamara, Clark, Army Sc¢ rotary
i -or, Army Chief of Staff General Johnson, to review sit. ition
:nd receive on-the-spot repo:t from Vance.
6:50 p.n: Viznce reports to President that he has met with Romney «nd G .vanagh

z.d has completed a tour of the riot arca. He says that the ¢ 're ]
riiny more state guardsmen on Jhe strects than there were tor.

night, that Detroit has an excellent police force and a good National

Guard and that it is always best to use local police and troops, as

long as the situation is under control.




7:00 pm:

7:30 pm:

9:30 pm:

10:03 pm:

10:08 pm:

4.

Based on his survey, discussions with local officials, Vance

says it is too early to commit federal forces because the situation
appcars under control. This is primarily because more guards-
men are on organized street patrols and that there were about

10, 000 police and guardsmen in the area.

McNamara asks what the addition of 5,000 federal troops would
mean at this point to help the situation. Vance says that it is still
too early to tcll, and he will follow the situation on a closc basis,
rceporting back continually. Vance also reports that ''there is a
sharp division among community leaders' whether federal troops
should be committed, with the Mayor urging their immediate
deployment while others saying to hold back.

Vance meets with Romney, Cavanagh, Congressmen Diggs and
Conyers and other community leaders.

After receiving Vance's report, White House meeting breaks up,
with the next meeting scheduled for 8:30 pm, awaiting Vance's report.

Airlift to Selfridge is in high gear. More than 4, 000 troops are now
on the ground. Over 170 flights have been completed.

President asks J. Edgar Hoover to come to the White House to
meet with him on the Detroit situation.

Romney and Vance hold press conference in Detroit. Romney

says: The situation is hopeful. The community is better organized.
There are three times the number of National Guardsmen available
tonight as last night. Last night we were scrambling. There is

a rising desire on the people to see this thing ended. The policy

is to be firm and fair. I am very hopeful that we will be able to

lift the bans and let the people go back to work. There is reason

to hope.

Cavanagh says: He sees some hopeful signs but he would still
like to see Federal troops committed. He wants to restore sanity
and order and get people back to work.

Meeting begins at Mansion with President, McNamara, General
Johnson, Hoover, Secretary Resor and Clark. Vance reports
that incident rate has picked up, and that it would be wise to
move three battalions from Selfridge to the Fair Grounds where
they would be close to the riot area. President approves.

President moves meeting to Oval Room. Follows FBI and ticker
reports. Reads New York Times of June 21, 1943 on FDR pro-
clamation sending troops to Detroit to quell race riots. Vance is
making continual reconnaissance of the riot area, meets with
Governor, is in constant contact with open line to the President's
Office.

Christopher advises Clark that incidents are increasing and that
two more guardsmen have been wounded.

Vance calls. Reports that the situation is continuing to detoriorate.
1200 persons are now detained in Felony Court. Reports of incidents
have increased 20% in the last hour. President asks Vance what 1s




Around

10:20 pm:

10:31 pm:

11:22 pm:

11:30 pm:

11:43 pm:

11:55 pm:

12:08 am:

2:30 am:

3:05 am:

-5

fastest way to bring troops ir*o tue riot area. Vance advises
that he and Throckmorton conier: :¢ and most efficient way is
to move troops to Fair Grounds, where they would be available
for immediate deployment as required.

Vance now reports that incident rates are rising sharply and

has been advised that all available resources have been deployed
by the Governor and local officials. All concerned -- the
Governor, General Throckmorton and local officials -- recommend
that federal troops be brought into the area and the guard
federalized. President tells Vance that his recommendations will
be followed and tells Vance to start troops rnoving down im-
mediately. Vance and Throckmorton advise that positioning
troops would take some time pecause the area covered was

la.ge. The President tells Vance to make a last-minute radio-
television appeal for law and order before the troops arrive
(Vance makes such an appeal shortly after 11 PM).

President signs Proclamation ordering rioters to disperse.
(This is a necessary preliminary under the law before federal
troops can be sent in). President begins work with his advisers
on his television statement, after making decision to speak to
the American people.

Executive Order signed.

The two brigades begin to assemble at the Fair Grounds to
recewve their last minute checks -- equipment and orders. In
keeping with tactics for civil disturbances, reconnaissance patrols
are dispatched to the riot area in which troops will be deployed.

President tells Vance that he has signed the Executive Order.

President addresses Nation from TV studio at White House.

TUESDAY (JULY 25)

Presidential statement ends,

Reconnaissance patrols have been completed. Main body of
paratroopers proceeds into riot area. These troops displace the
now federalized guard troops and occupy the entire area zast

of WonAdward Avenue (the main thoroughfare). The guard moves
to occupy the area west of Woodward Avenue.

At = press conference, General Tnrockmorton says: "My (.oops3,
ir .luding elements of the 82nd Airborne Division from Ft. krag g,
N..rth Carolina and the 10lst Airborne Division from Fort
Carpbell, Kentucky, which have seen rapidly deployed to -.ifricge
Air Force Base, now have begun :o> patrol the streets o7 Deur ol

to angment city and state poli. e iorces and men of the Mic itan
N..tional Guard who are now under my command.

. 1 of my troops including regular Army and Guard forces
h-ve been ordered to use the minimum force necessary to compicte
the: r mission in helping to restorc law and order to this cit .

"Ar the same tirne, they have beo. told to take all appropricie
action to safeguard lives and pro;.. rty. Coopcration with

o




.
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city and state forces has been outstanding, and I am certain
that this will continue to be the case.

"As the troop commander, I call on all citizens to cooperate
. with civilian and military authorities to eliminate lawlessness
» and restore order to this community. My troops will do that
which 1s necessary to achieve its crucial goal as rapidly as
prssible.

Note: The Army regards the deployment as first-rate operation. The !
basic tactical plan drawn up by the Army "Strike Command' --
stated that '"complete closure time for both brigades is about |
12 hours' -- possibly longer if the airlift was slowed down.
The troops began leaving their bases at 2:00 pm -- and were
in the riot area at 2:00 am -- a 12 hour interval.
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g DETROIT (AP)-GOV, GEORSE ROMNEY 501D TODAY “y¥ WPpf PLEADING
; o FEDFRAL TROOPS AS FAST AY WE COULD 6ET TULW™ DUPTHMS THE FARLY : R
AOHRS OF THE DETRCIT RIOTS AND HE LISTED, PNINT 3Y PRINT, THY DELAYS g
THAT AROSE SEFORE FEDERAL AUTHORITIFS RESOOMDED TO H1C APPEAL. | -
) \ *YOU CAN DRAW YOUR 0w CORCLUSIONG,™ TUE SOVERANON SaID IN AH C
g , INTERYIEY. "I JUST TELLING YOU YHAT HAPPENEN," -
g : BRIFLY, SOMNTY SAID NEARLY 24 HOUPS TLAPSTD DOTWSEY TP TINMT -
| ME FIRST ASKFD JASHINGTOM FOP HELP AND THY POMTRT 9NEN THE FENERAL ol
: A1R BORNE TROOPS WERE COMMITTED TO THY 2ICT 70MES, 3
L . THE RACTIAL TAPLOSION TOOF A1 LIVES AND HIT DETSCIT wITH aM i
3 ESTIMATED LOKE OF $578 MILLION TN PROPEPTY Naracth, y
% IM THE IMTERVIEW, ROMMEY MARE THESF POINTS: ' 4
L 1o HT SAID U.E, ATTY, 8FN, FAMSTY CLARY COMAUARD Y1§ 20CITINN" i
2 WITH RESPECT TO REQUIRING a WRITTEY, NOT JUST Av CRAL, PYINET T é
| © o SEND THE FEDERAL TROOPS TO DETRCIT. i
@ i 2. AFTER PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S BEDPRVSEMTAT[VE, CYPUS B, VaNCF, ;
| . ARRIVED IN DETROIT, NINE HOURS PASSED BEFNOYE VYANOE ACUESD | !
TO COMMIT THE FENDERAL TROCPS, !
3. FEDERAL AUTHORITIES DTMANDED & “CFSTIFICATION OF AY Tu=
5 SURRECTION,™ ROMHEY SAID, "MY RASIC POINT WAS THAT THT SUDRTRAL !
" TROOPS SHOULD BE SENT BECAUSE I DIDN'T WAWT TO LTT THY SITUATION o
C BET CUT OF HAND. THAT'S WHAT WF WFRE TRYTINT T PRIVINT.” |
<. LTI821AED 7/3) o
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:!:pg T Governox Romney, July 31, 12:00 No‘on‘ ; . . | féf/;i";‘ L .
Rsus 7, : N H \ Stonde
Nl AR 1 ' - SR
Cowbe o o © Governor Romney: Apparenily the White House elected to make T ";;\ss;;‘ |
gm ' .. ' avallable to - to meet the New York Times correspondent in Washington . ,3(3;-:5:}; ’E
h}lé' { e a purported chronology of what happenad last Sunday night and Monday | f{/i" !{
BN ) . J EVY
i{‘;;; j " .. moraing, I thoughtI would review what happened against the reporied I 7 ! w
el ’ : H . ; o e i
%ﬁﬂﬁ» R . dudication of their interpretation of what happened. Now, obviously, 1 | “"f{’f’j {
A ‘ . . i ot e, ';‘
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i ’ \ . : . AR, ‘
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i(,_ig},_ y Y ' g yj/;_{\ < ' ;
teng . . Deparltment and the Mayor to do averything possible to curb the situation. wef |
B , p b4 gytiing p A {
g\g_g%; ' . .And so L asked my legal advisors. Robext Danhoff, 1o get in touch with . ?’{'z:; ‘
9'.'{-::; : - © the Mayor and to indicate that based on-such information as we had thig ' ﬁ”%
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Yt . - ' s | FONE 4
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et o ro g
st . . ;o Mot
M ! . N
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N \ N ) x . " ";» .
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,:‘.\\%’." 11 between 1:45 arfd to Mr Danhoff and . g
’ R {ved a c2 11 went - tanal Bl
. ' We ress ‘1 h State Police. This ca he also called the Nation Ry
08 . . N ic a N () : A
- G ' requesting Mi (ﬁ ga result of talking to mc"d respect to Guard usc. f.ﬂ‘ Eé-}%
f} he called me-lk dswlth General schmp:"' v;:e Idispatched General Moto;c ’i}f{
I O ' falke hnipke. . 1i at the &L
Ry, « Guard and 11 to Genoral Schnip -- up in Grayling REY:
X0 “ 2 sasult to the cal 1 in Lansing X ard in the o
resy was up al Gu X Hp
ﬁ;i v ‘ P '2{ (he National Guard, .W}:: take command of the N?.“?mus {rom various Eth
RIS R encampment down hel;*1 d. At 2:30 we again r;cfi ::4 0'0 .. we ;,g*'f .
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A o ovent thoy should bie things might be betle nted thoe Guard and s0 s
G urces indicating the or indicating he wa . Yk
A . B . 80 id a call from the May , $d
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area by, that time in flames. The nearest thing 1 can compare it to is ‘
a battleficld, It looked like thé cily had been bombded and was bufing -,
from the bombing, That is what it loaked like. But in any eveat, by
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N . .
F;\‘;QL?‘; . that thme it was clcfw that the rioting was a‘prezxc?mg u\roggh the city X
;3.?i3i’.i\'"i‘?{ generally and the Fire Department was having extreme difficulty in :
desgdd L deuking with the fives, because thoy were being sniped at and thoy 3
i“i}w;ﬁ‘% " were being Instructed in undertaking lo put out fires. . !
(] . ' Co ‘
“,';j‘}"i , ' © It was during that period that I was working with the Mayor, the E
RN . -police Commissioner and the Chief of the Five Department and the
i (M‘} two Commissioners were on tho job consfantly, Mz, Angolan and ;
b B _ -Harris, to augment the Detroit Fire Depantrnent, because it was per- j
{ _{é.. 4 . . fectly obvious they couldn't handle it With Colonel David's help,
"35&“4 . .. who is the Fire Marshall, we proceeded to just Jift fire departments A
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R o I were reviewing the situation, and I said to him that it in my opinion N
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‘;3%;.;_\;& Detroit Police, State. Police and National Guard combined, to deal with . A1
Vol o - ) {he problem .on alrnost a city-wide basis, I satd I thought he ought to ; af;
iy go dowm and 5it down with his Superintendent Reuter and Nichols and "
determine whether or not the 1500 Detrait Police that we could have on i“t
. the sireets at agy one tipey the 350-400 State Police, and as our peak ) xé
' National Guard Cammitinent when they dirived -= and '‘we knew they ” e i
wouldn't arrive watil some time Monday, 4,000. Whether we could L o
. RAE deal with the situation with a force just short of 6, 000 men. 5) ;. iy
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sagl ' judgment that they nceded 3, 000 additional men. I reviewed the figures B 5}}@?
Y] &i-iv; with them and said now we've got to be on the safe side. We bave to By
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. B {Governor Romney - continued) : ‘ L4 St
S . Ry
%’ié};l“; S . make sure we get enough mon 80 we can contain this thing, so we ' ”4*"”/’/,»’} )
‘i:{f«'!( can keep this thing from getling any further out of hfmd.‘ ’ s
Ty : , . ' . . U % a2

3 *ﬁ;z}"\‘ So I recommended that we increase that figure to 5,000, which :

' hﬁ]u we did. N We then weat back to Gerarden's office and shortly after the

C Mayor and Coloncl Davids joined us. We réviewed these figures with

' ‘Q‘,‘%‘::? : ‘the Mayor and Colonel Davids and thoy agreed that we needed the,

‘{;;.;;;‘i;.{s?:‘ additional 5, 000 men and that wo should therefore scek Fedcral

BN . .apiotance. ‘

R At that point, the Mayor and Gorarden left the room, and in

g ) looking for them J found them in the room that was occuged by the ’
ALK Commijssioner and the Mayor was talking to the Vice Pregident in {:

N Minneapolis about the situation and our needs. Ife asked me if I e |
Me’\g”? wanted 1o talk to the Vice P'rcsident, who was {n Minncapolis, and ‘f‘ g
“M: oy Tsaidl did-and I talked to him, too. He lold bot‘r;/of us that if we-felt % %
,14;‘,3;:1 ' we needed Federal assisiance that at that houy de the night we should "

.'}‘,\2}{‘:1.“& call the White House and ask fﬂf the Attorney Yeneral, that the Altorney i %
:‘35‘(\;@ . > General was the moember of the Executive Branch designatedto handle ey ;
\;‘{ﬁ:»&{‘ : such requests at that time of day. The Mayor then put in a call for : ¥ |
i;f'.}‘{f::j{?' Atlorney General Clark, now this was shortly before 3:00. He talked ! o |
’:’:},,: to bim briefly and then I talked to him, 1 reviewed the analysis we had W 3 |
u‘?;{;ﬁ made of the situation, the scope of tha rlot, the magnitude of thoe looting, 5 4

P '!:Viiéi‘i . the fires, and oux conclusion that we could not comroliﬁxe situation with b ,'g |

R AN . - coxfainty with the -men wo had available and thevefore \we wanted Ilederal r,.='§(..‘-' a5 g

) -\ asistance, and sye wanted 5,000 troops as soon as we could get them ’ﬁf. M j
,f-——""? hexe, ) - ) ‘ Jk ::’g‘.‘i :
ey : : ' = ) By
ag -+ The Attorney Genexal at that time sugge sted that I give very careful {»'.;‘?c::"
..'.;“2.-'.;‘ ¢ onsideration to this request because it repa'cscntled a precedent, He also :“mq'p
S said thatfhe last time Federal troops had been agked for was when they TR
. T . ware asked into Michigan in 1943 &nd he thought we ought to be very sure Ao S
. N of what we were doing. I assured him we were, and J then asked him {f o
1 \r* my oral request was enough Lo get the troops, and I was told by him that
I m——— . Iy
i }1\‘ > }'xiﬁhdu‘t need anything other than my oral request,
SR - : ' ‘
fiffqhg,;f Shoxtly ‘after 3:00 we decided to hold a press conference, which I
’ﬁ*;iksc: " think some of you were at, where Mayox Cavanaugh and I reported to it
:*Mi‘%i%‘)? , you that we had rsqueste‘d Federal troops. ‘ During ltha.t press confcr(":n‘go L’;
fegoud I-received a pote’indicating that Attoxhey General Clark was on the line - 2
s . and wanted {o La}k with mo, 80 as you will recall T l'cft the press con-
"g‘iézl;?,f',',} ‘ {cToRcs BRd Wonl out and took the Attorney General's call. ~ .
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Hﬁ,;:ﬁm . {Governor Romney continued) 6,
G - : :
‘f\ﬂjy wa s because Wo wanted to be sure we had enough forces to provent
) \%’ﬁ{‘p fhis thing Crom gelting out of conbuol, that if we had to wait wntil the
\‘L‘{a"L; . thing was out of control to got Fedoral tzoops we'dhave a much worse
AN - 0
{jgm‘g} 8 {tvahion o deal with than if we could have ade quaqs_-gorsonnel to deal
s o ith it at that stage. - :

TR

Sz
Rt

o

Al

T

haff

}:;‘s0 "“f . and Whije taking (his tonixof the gity Lo ha

:3?'.‘_.;?‘3 ‘.;;"!

i .

Gy On our return,

3;3 pazed the telepraph that

N and 1 callod hin somevhere behween 7:00 and
ot 1 yead him (his first telogrant,

i Foderal Lroops and spelled out @ e

)‘,E‘g‘ to Tocommend the scnds

thing considered, the

, Well, he didn't x'c‘lent.
was rmaking more of a political v

Lhad the lmpression personally than he

equest than & legal request, every=

background up to that peint.

tour of the cily,

paxe their spearate drafts of a recuest for Federal tr

[ took the two dxafts they hadpre

Nevertheless T

} told him we would consider his request <od be in further touch with
nim, We then continued out discussions about re
troops.and decided to take another

questing Fedeval
Cavanaygh and me,
ve Danhpif and Harmon pre: -

oops.

pared and pre-

was seat to the Atlorney Genetral that morning
§:00, as J recall it, and
in which | recommended the sending of

it .

‘X.r?g-,'zi@:{-' 2. {he Whik House, 5o I kncw hoed
o5 I{e made this perfactly clear.
b ' M

’_Question; . What time was this?

C .Governoxr Rommey: This call?
. and 8:00,as ! rocall it

11 of the clrcumstances thal CIVEEd U

coursc of these discussions, he indicated that be was

cderal troops. Incidentally,: in the

in touch with

he was keeping in

touch with the President.

This was somewhare between 7:30

m and read him

right in thal avea. I ca)led hi
{ndicated it wasn't ad oquate and

again we had a

{his telepram and he

very length discussion about

— ¥

whothor (hey were going to wait until this

Jte indicated that il

—
thing was out: of contxol

that was ouf ot con
instead of recommen

and I would certify that we

had an insarrection

ftol. Finally, as axe sult ofthat langth discussion,
ding T would reque st and in-

N qlcate that thero was 2 reasonable doybl of our being able to control,
. fhat he thought Lt quate. 1
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i ,g‘ ; : ' (Governor Romney - continued) oo A
RN, C co ' Co
Eéffﬁf ' _ So I indicated wo would go to work on that, which we did, We 3
’i‘l :\;" prepared another telegram, which wag the 2nd telegram, and when e
- {'{I’f@y?-, I called him back, which as [ xccall it was sometime between 9:00
fi’ﬁ;&.’i’\;f: and 9:30, I read him the 2nd tolegram which was addrossed to him, i
i ... ' | He said the telegrams should be addressed to the President, “but i
5\‘? . made no other comment on the to indi inadequacy iy 1
¥ ’ ! : XS )
M ol : | . R
AL T . . oo ~d
§":‘5\ ) Now this firet telegram was a pretiy Lengtiyone., We had a single ? f
e ..stonograpboer inthe office, She's not a véry fast typist and she took an NI
ﬁ?‘*‘f‘« . inoxdinately long time in typing that first telegram, and we couldn't R "*jf
FATATES - get the seond one out until we got the first one out. That delayed the SN
'ﬁf“fgf : . tolegrams getling off a good deal, including the 2nd telegrarm, Butin ._'“4‘;§_j P el
““;?“\‘ . any event, we sent the 2nd telegram sometime shortly before 10:00. ;‘ ‘3
‘:?5‘5:% o e Ihc.x}cic't thing 1 had, was a callf zjdm the AtLoz:ney'Ge:@raLat . :%:"2
j-;'é'\‘:*f,?;j home, I wenthome to getlunch and he called me thercabout noon RS RS
J;Ii‘zi . and he read me the telegrarm the President had sent in reply to my pedeoms
’3;3’1 ) ‘ telegram cazrlier, in which he indicated t}‘xey were responding to my {’,
E‘fl'j'gé{ : request and sending troops and that he was appointing Cyrus Vance e
’ts,’:;‘:‘: 7 as Assistant to the Sccretary of Defense 1o yepresent him in the 3
,‘; alb matter and that he would como and confer with us.
13 e . .
e 'f;f‘ The Attorney General then put Secrle tary Vance on the telephone, i
SR Secretary Vance indicated he was leaving Washington right then and ¥
G he would be in there in an hour and one half at Selfzidge Field, That ‘ i
i B meant he would bo at Selfyidge Field at 1:30, so after we hung up, I 3 ; "
')&‘w: iE immediately called and arrvanged to have 311 the key personnel, city »11 :'
il)gjﬁ?}‘zc and staie, there at 2:00 « 2:15, I got down thexe about 2:00. Most. of ‘%2::":‘.; )“»;%x
;e:'f"{g('}:,' - them were there, We waited for quite a while and checked with EAONERT
‘“{L{; . " Selfridge Ficld and they hadn't arrived. [ then suggested that -- hg S
: ',f;; i‘,\: *  Cavanaugh wasn't there by that time ~- [ then suggested that we begin 2 ) |
LIS to do some planning ourselves, that up to that point we had been ]
i‘,i%w‘f ) r@%jﬁo roports of {ires o arson or suniping on a spot basis, %
§;°{«3_.§1 . and sending out task {Orces lo do something aboutit, and1 tho@ |
li : wo ought to have a well organized plan to deal more eflfectively with -~ 1
i*% the whole situation. _‘ ' ! T T
e — b e g
‘:M' & ceroo) . A i o ;
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(Governox Romney

'

L2 L N

= continued) . 8.
e wo had learned in conne
ning a fow law enforcene
tment they were belter able (o protect their fire-
rat wo ought 10 set aside a certaln numbey
the command of the Fire Depariment so they can work right
¢ Depariment, ' Wo had the Chief and the Commissioner
orked, out &n understanding of how nany men they ricodod «

:

The night hefoy

fighters that by assig

'to the Fire Depar

men., So I said fi

to be under

. with the Fip

thore and w
abaut 180,

ction with the fire
nt personnel directly

of men

o

Then'I suggested that we deter
need throughout ¢

mine how many men we would
he clty to give y

easonablo protection and be able to
move quickly, and how many we should rotain to b asdigned on a.
spot {ask force Vasig, Before va

hee arrived, we had worked out "
somo plans of this typo, ‘ ‘

Vanco arrived at Selfridgo Field about 3:07,
Police Headquariers about 4:2?. We immediately ¢
He indicated 10 us that he didn't want to put'the troops on the sfrect,
He indicatcd.to us that he didn't want to bring the troops from Selfridge
Fied to the. Fairgrounds, He didn't want to bring them into Detroit
becauso he thought it would be better {f we could handle it without
Federal troops, . - . B

0
———

He pot down to the
onferred with kim,

The Mayor and 1 again indicated to him,
could, thal we needed the Federal. i
88 we could gat them, and wo wanle
them, He adherod fo his position,
I don't want any difference
from getling the needed Fo
action on my par

as foreefully as we

20ps and we needed thom ag so0on
d them as soon &
I then said to him, "Mr, Se
of viewpoint over semantic
deral assistance,
t to got the froops Tn Doty

crefary,
§ to keep us

Do you neca any further
0t and out on the slyrget? "

.

He said he did not need any fur
said he .wanted to jointly assess the g

ther action on my part, but he
could be handled withoyt by

ituvation to sec whether tha situation
inging the Foderal troops in.

Mayor Cavanaugh and I then took Secretary
Throckmorton on a touy of the cily so they could

Wwe were dealing with, While we had been walting
and General Throckmorton to arxr '
one of whom was
Gorarden,

~with them,

Vance and General

sec first hand what

for the Secretary

ive, a group of Negro citizen leadors,

Congressmen Dix {?), bad asked to sce me aud

We were tho two there al the time so wo wont in and talked.
They indicated that they would like 1o an1is¢ prami i Lo
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ORRAY ‘ T sex'vo with the law enforcement personnel, they thought this might be
T §( s, helpful in quelling the situation, We told them that we were on the
I;i\,Sa;"*g verge af having Federal ty 00ps come in, and I had been told by the
,\\V‘QJ })\ Attorney General, and this was one of the things ho told me {n those
}Lr\,:&‘w earlier lelephone conversations, thatas a rule that {f thoy came in,
}N\jﬂ they federalized the National Guard and took over and toock command,
ﬁlgw Y L thought we ought to wail until the Scerctary got there, Secxctary
IR ' Va_mcc.. befora answering their xequest,
boved ‘ '
@1“::,«
)i ‘:c';*x ' When we got back from the lour of the clty, the Secrotary had
g;;;{,i Cindicated before we left as a mattex of facl, that he wanted Lo meot
;{’\ o _ with this Negro group and we enlarged it. We met with 18 o 20
)-‘izg’:“i Negro Igaders, andin this meeting all the Negro leaders except two -
el . indicaled that they wanted the trdops on the sireets and they wanted |
% them right thon. Again the Secreotary indicated his belief (hat it might
o] be handled without the Federal troops, We then went into the preés”
H i confexance, it was about 8:00, we mot with you fellows, o
ﬁ, - Naw-while we had been riding around the city viewing the damage,
the Sccretary urged the Mayor and me to do all we conld fo jncrease
g ; the elfectiveness of our own cffort and {o give some hoype to the come
b g v
4 ) munity under the circurnsiances by indicating that by Monday night we
;}'{; . would have many more men on the street, that we would be better
gL ' Torganized to deal with the situatich, and so at that press confexcnce
dak _Lled off and I did what the Secrotaxy hiad askod me to do.
Uil .

It repl"e senied no modiﬁcation of the request for Federal troops,
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I A He then made his comments about believing we could handle §t without  + ‘2
s Federal troops and then the Mayor spoke. In spcaking, the Mayor mixde »\ﬂ‘
; ) _avery ammbiguous statexnent -- the importance of which I didn't xcalize F};g
3“‘@“‘\);\ “until after the press confexence. He indicated that he wanted the troops ‘:3
fi‘.f:?ﬁ{j}ii? ‘there ripht away but there weze other gentlemen who didn't necessarily gy
TR agrec with thal position, I didn't realize uniil after the press conference :5:%
RN . that somoe of the mambers of the press corps thought that I had taken e
4-‘_' ji":;‘t;:"} ) a contraxy position than thal of the Mayax, Notbjng could have been :g
,va‘\‘g'___ further from the tauth, . x’}fsf,
i ) : Ry
vy Alwer the press conference, the Mayor and I went inta the Secrotaxy's ;"{
sy ‘office with the Secrctary and Genexal Throckmorton and we again plead B NEAY
)‘il%{‘ with him to put the troops on the strect, to get them into Solfridge Field, . ;;!:%
BRI o . ' . ' A
e : - | A i
bty ’ - L AR
h i — e : . . ] \ . .h", -
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‘ {Governar Romney - confinued) . 1. . | §
: . ' . : i
h " and he-sti)) adhercd to his position, R %.;
' ' - t {‘er
" From then until about 9:30Jtook the half-hourly zeports of 5 *Z?f
incidents and the mounting picture of rioting, looting, sniping, ) AN
- * burning into the Secretary and General Throclmorton and used | 555’
_ them Lo urge thern fo get the troops on the street. When the 9:30 » s
: report came in, it was 92 fox the half hour, and General Throckimorton | "j;:
. cama into Depuly Superintencent Nichols ! office at the same tinie I was ' 3\:2
there tooking at them, and I said to him, "General those figuxes are ; ;?’
higher than they were last night. We've got to have those troops.' :%?f
. ' ' ’ ‘ ‘ Hed
, So I then accompanicd him back into the Sccretaxry's office and | ‘?g
. digqussed {tagain with the Secretary. In this discussion I Indicated @y
* " thal 1o one realized better thax I did that my yequesting the troops 35'(‘
. might be a factor in the reluctance to cornmit them, but that Ythought L e
’ - .1 was riuning the major visk in requesting the troops and [ wanted f{qg
. him to know T wanted thein regardless of the consequences to me ; {i‘;
© personally, that we needed those troope. Ho asked mae {0 go over ok
. - in the corner with himsclf and Christopher, the Departroent Attorney R
- General, and he then confronted me with the question that Plack (sp. ) f,%
confrontod me with in the morning, "Are you ready to cex{ify that you ’;f
R have an insurrection thut’s out of contrel? ¥ ' fy
AT I : . . : X GH
Wil : : Yeaid I couldn't cexlify that because our Nationa) Guard was not S
8 yet completely on the strect, that I thought Tdidn't belicve we could . Ge
S _conirol it, that we needed the Federal troopys, and as a matter of fact, N3
: Ay X we had been arguing Lo get thenion the strects before dark. We needed s
e the Foderal troops, we needed them urgenily. Christofer spoke up and s
' é’fe % ‘ indicated that I cither had to cextify that or I had to give them f 25 to ‘4;
,jgjl‘»“i;,;_{'@i , ‘ indicate that we had to have the {roops. I said, "Mr. Secxelary and ;fg:l
Q.“s* Mr, Chaistofex, T gave the Attorney Genexal the facts this movning in ;;J
Slaghd a telegram, and ] gave him the exact roquest he said he had to have to S
K e _give Wsthe troops. Now, wenced tho troops.”™ And L left, ~ if:
; o$ . . . - e,
' ' ¢ *‘;:
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Quostion: What time was this? ¥
C 3!
1 . A . . . :l,
. . . Governor Romney: About 9:45. At about 10:00 the Secretary ) e
angd General Theockmorlon came {n and said they had decided to move "(
‘the troops {rom Sclffidge Field to the Fairground, the first 1,800, f nee
WG ' They had not yet decided to commit the troops-to the streel, The |4 136
y"";'.‘},’{éi o .. ' figurcg contlnued to mount, 1t was not long after 10:30 that they came et
H . . ® - : ' T T s '7:'4."’
Sl in and indicated they were going to commit the troops to the street, It f,f‘:;‘.‘f“ Sy
S wae after 2:00 a. m, tho noxt morning they got the troops on the strect. R A
Yoo . £ x4
(N , y !

FITI.

Now, that's the chronalogical history of what happencd as far as |
I was concernod, Iknow that throughout that period the Attornoy General.
and the Agsistant Secreiary were in constant touch with the Whito House.,

‘ 1'd like to review a few of the inconsistoncies in what has been
- gaid about this chronology.
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preciscly as scheduled. Approximately 5,000 F'ederal troops are on
thelr way by airlift to Detroit within a few hours, Mr, Vance, Lt
General John L. ‘fhrockmorion and othexs were ‘in Detroit and in
conference with Governor Rovaney by the middle of the afternoon.

" Their initial report was that it then appoared that the situation might
be controlled without bringing {he Foderal troops from the Selfridge
air Base into Detroit, They therefore recommended to me that the
troops be maintained on a 30-minute alext and they advised that (hey
would be in continual touch with Defense Secretary Robert McNamara
and me." The clear implication being that I had joined the Secretary
and the General in this recommendation, and thal there could be nothlng

further from the truth than that, That is a complete and absolute

distoxtion of what had happened, u d

oy ®
. .

Now, I have here the axticle by Max Frankel, Ile says in this

article, "Governor Romney's indeelgion for nearly 20 hours about

the nced for troops, the rolatively poor tralning and use of the National
Guard, cte. " Even if you don't know anything about what 1 have told

you, if you take 2 look at what was made public, the Assistant Secretary
of Defonse $ndicated at a press conferonce at 8:00 that he wasn't going

‘Lo commit the troops., Now he indicated in & subscquent press conference
the following day that L happened to walk into -= 1 didn't know it was going
to take place, dbutl happencd to walk into it -- that he decidad not to '

- ———— . m——— i

_*comunit the troops bacause (here was a divided viewpoint on the part of
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(Governor Romney ~continued) : . 12. -

comm\m{ty leadero. Hc veviewod hig converpations with ma and the
Mayor in the afternoon and then we met with community leaders and
ho said there was a divided viewpoint on the part of community
loaders, indicating there might have been a divided viowpoint on the
part of state.and local officials as well as the Negro ledders with
whom we met, There werc only two Negro leaders who participated
in that one conference ‘who didn't think the troops should be on the
strcels immediatoly, and that left an impression that was exroneous.

Now, as Frankel algo sald, "At no point during the crisis and
not'since then have the two men confexrred directly by telephone. *
The reason I didn't confer with the President by telephone was
DLecause Vice Prasident Humphrey told ue we were to {alk to the
Attorpey. General.and the Attorney General told me he was handling
it with tho White House.. Otherwiso, we would have contacted the

Pre aident.

The second telegram didn't mect thely written requircment so
we composed, T mean, -- the fivst one didn't, s0 we composed the
sccond, but thexre was no change in vicwpoint about the need for
troops and the need as fast as we could get them,

. And it says here in the 5th colump, At 9:45 a, m, Romncy told
the Attorney General he had some doubt about his ability to. contain
‘the yiots.for another night and thought he would request Federal inter-
vention on that basis. " Ihad already requested them carlier than 3:00."
By 10:45 just as Western Unlon said it was filing Romney's message,
also signed by Democratic Mayor Cavanaugh' -- well, that's not
important -~ that particular part of the article,

Now, here's the statement that at 7:00 McNamara called Vance,
He said his team {elt it was too early -- this ig 7:00 in the evening,
MAL 7:00 McNamara called Vance, who said his team felt it was (oo
"early to commit the Axmy troops, that with many more Guardsmen
and policermen on hand than the night before the situation seemed
under confrol, but there was sharp disagroement in the community.
he said, """ Thare were 2 negrocs out of 18 or 20 and that's all. “There
was no dissent among the public officials responsible fox the problem,
but.there was sharp disagreement in the community, he said, with.
the Governor and most Michigan Congressmen opposing the use of
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Fot}eral troops at tbat moment ancl the Mayor and othexs sirongly in
favor, " T

' ' Mayor Cavanaugh and I wexre in agreement at all times, and on
’ Tuesday, July 25, in his letter to the President, the Mayor said,
MSome ‘would malke it appear that you and I were bitterly divided on

that {ssue” =~ thatis talking aboul his position and the President's

those are not the facts, That i not the truth, On the basis of the

information which I have from personal shservation and intensive

{ntclligence, I felt that the use of Federal Lroops was necessary when
. 1 supporied Governor Romney in his request.'

Now, wlmevcr'xs ever feeding siuff out of thc White House o
Max Frankel, and I don't thipk it's sccond level, distorts it by in-
dicating that there was sharp dmd.grccmcnt in the community which
is not frue, What [ have always said is subslantial unanimity existed
" ‘when you get 0% of the people wanling a particular course of action,
. you have substfRiial unanimity, - That's what you had in the Negro
community, and you had complete unanhmty on the part of state and
loc.al officials, .

‘ YSharp disagrecment in the community, ' he said, "with the
Governor and osi chhipan Congressmaen opposing the use of Federal
troops at that mament and the Mayor "and others strongly in favox, *
Onec of the two who said they were willing to leave it up to Vance was
a Michigan Congressman, Only one.

Now a fourth point, it says here, " The Governor, accerding to .
White House reporte described the slt\mt jon as hopeful, but the Mayor
disagreed, Vance privately finding the Governor very cagey noted
publicly that Romney way not then requesting Federal troops. ™ 1
never ceascd hounding hitm for Federal troops, or Attorney General
Clark, and through them the White House, becauee they wexe repre-

senting the Prosident,

"UALOUt'9:00 p. 1, Vance told the President he still favored restraint
and found the incident rate rising and planned anothe» quick reconnaissance.

"There was'a fifth point inhere, ''Romney was sald to be expressing
. doubis again by the ability to contxal ecvents. 't This was supposed to be
“after 10:00, "Rarwney was said to Do cxpressing doubt again about his
stvm s domtntanaild mat malke the official £inding arain
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' {Governor Romnoy - continued) - - 14,

I have alrcady covered the pici’m‘o from that standpoint.,: Now,
_there is one other point that may have some relovance in the review

of this record at some later date and that is this, }

'

In :'ny diecussions wfth Attorney General Clark, I did not raise

the question of the impact on fnsurance policies in Michigan of

ascerlaining we had an insurrection out of control, I didn'tleaxrn of

that until carly in the dftcrnoon, When Secretary Vance, General
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T Throckmoxton, ‘the Mayor, and I weni on the survey of the city after pats
Ty H SRR
'*‘fk iy his arrival, I told him that if we if and when he decided to bring Sy
| g fgﬁa the troops into the city, I hoped he would keep in mind the fact he ﬂ;)‘{
| BN . ) . . ' . AN
: Wi would nullify most insurance polices in the State of .Mic'higan if he _ ;’,5,'*"‘,:'},’»
}é!_}l.‘?fi; did it on the basis of an insurrection out of control. I did not know Lok
'{‘sz"?f%: 24 of that factor gz, earlier. (Next two or three sentences garbled s
Ty : ' B
é{"{}; . and unable to be transcribed.) it
RO . . Do
RIS I'll be glad to angswer questions. Y 1;{
wodh ISR
TN , . 0
© ye : Quenstion: Governor Romney, do you believe thal ;roopu were ‘;’x‘?‘:‘; 5
3 ] - i i reasons )
f‘d‘ kept out of Detroit that first evening for political ihid
IR . . . , e o4
%ﬁ‘igfg; . Govornor Romncey: I (hink the President of the United States st
NI N o o WY
R played politics in a period of tragedy and riot, By
3K : . . oo Bt
!':'};;‘\i‘.?:f‘b s e . Woe L . . . . o . ;fg'; I
'}h“i‘ﬁj‘ Quostion; To protect the Great Socicty or éthbarrass you? ?\_‘é}'
7‘){:{ ‘\:\\{) ’ ' ' ) ' )L \A \
PRRSINRS . Wiy
2 AL . . . Pl
: Eﬂﬁﬁ%‘\ S Governor Romney: You'll have to ask him, é‘;
’ At ey B
D ' ‘ : e
/ };i‘;’;ﬁ’.’ . ‘Question: . » . .« that first speech, Governor? s
!o l':“'.“ I . “:;5.
Sl L . : iy
AR L Governor Romney: I haven't discussed the two npecchef. As at 5 Gt
EESNPONRS * . . . ‘te s,
NN -matter of fact, if you will take a look at tho recorg. I have jus TCP°111 1 N '%‘43;
S : ; cond onc a very excelle
ORI Co “in the two speeches I think you will find the se y w1z
el : indietment of the first, i+
i . S
[NEX . £y
W : ! e
A% o Question: You're talking about {he President's speeches? ol
¥4 ‘ . e ‘ oK
DR . . N
AN ‘. Covernor Romney: Yes, Ithink you will find his sccond speech it
RSO RY] ‘ . ! . R
2;;.2 3}5 a complotae indictment of the first and the record of what happened, 3’\33‘
stadils - D
N AT . . . R N ?
iy \:ﬁ'}g%t‘. . L. . ! m s.‘;\‘
L - _Question: About playing polllics, can you suppor { that a litlle . s34
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PRSI . .. fuestion: Governor, when did you first bacome aware or feel et
- BEGG .o . £l
R ' . thero was a political factor involved? . - Fit
'!l'{‘;"\';{“%:* , " . . . ' ) 2 ;?.};
tr ¥ AR\ . . . LA S
KR . Governor Romney: When the Attorncy General began to insist . g,e :
i .. * on this certificaton that we had an insurrection, that it was out of 5,
g;“ . . control and didn't seeimn to be particulary impressed with the fact *ifi-;j
“JU‘z‘t : . .~ . that we neoded the troops to keep the situation from getting out of 3; ‘
¥ \\}:‘{‘\Ej\')} . o * contyrol. ‘ ’t:'}“
LA oo ‘ 137
e B S LR
RV e -Question: Governor, do you feel the Democratic Mayor Cavanaugh r i:
§ B agroed with you? ' . \j‘x
. > 14
. MY
h . . 4.
Y . Governor Romney: I don't know. In any event, in his lefter to g}-rj';:
Ny . the President he indicated that he was supporting my request for the ' 2t
ge L. ;. Fedoral troops. I indicated -~ let me cover another part of the record. 3:?5
?5(:‘ L ’ . o * . . . .. ! i f‘j".'
?}({1{: . ' * : . . \l_‘"‘
*i . Some of you recall that press conference where he indicated that B
o 3 ' . .- . some other gentlemen might not agree with him, Now the next moxn- gl
iy * N N 1y
Sl . ing we had a joint press conference - - the Secretary, the Mayor, and i }c
‘Lﬁk?fl:‘i:“i’-i\% . me. -In the course of that press conference the Mayor indicated that P}fr
™ \{;,ﬁ;&j}%\ ‘ S he wanted -- he regretted having Lo do so, but he wanted to say some- 1‘?71
? Bagiid - thing to correct the record, He.proceeded to discuss the fact of his by
MO . . v { 7
% '-,5::"3:. © . consistent request for Federal troops on the strect, and when he con- e
RN 13 ", N ., ¥
b ¢ cluded I said indicated that in light of the Mayor's rexsarks, 1{elt I '3'1-{:‘
Ay should say something to correct the record, a&d I proceeded to indicate ;:;
by , "that at no time bad ¥ had any other position thdi our need for troops as wa
K1 - i :
F1d ‘ fast'as we could get them. : iy
i : oo . L3
ket . g W
i I had scen the evening before in Doc Green's column -+ some- l(
7 f«"b%& times particular calumnists tend to be guite revealing -~ that Jexry K
) ﬁ’;:;:'s\:; "Cavanaugh.oxtracted these additional troops from Vice President @
Fi . Humphray late last evening. e
- g - sh
y . , Question: During throught this whole period of time, did you 04;.
»l have Throckmorton there on your staff, present? B ﬂ»f
DRI IES ) ey
L 8 ‘ . . ‘ . A £ vy 4
R ) B Governor Romney: Yes. I was making these calls in the presence” 2‘{
(t‘ii'"ii’ﬁ}fi % of the “~'the Huraphrey call Imade in fhe presence of Commissioner, | &1
AR B . . . ‘ * N - b4
%i?.;:‘:;‘;’g.;&'zq N Geraxden, the Mayor, and Colonel Davis, Tha second call from Clark *f
W apt ey N . . RNCE1
W] ." .I've forgotten who was in the room with me becausce there were people : ?K
‘~'\;>» ;“ : in the pross conference. Chuck, do you remember, (A: There were “‘i
’E.‘ff-f-l’fﬁf}} gome people there,) There may or may not have been people there on ik
AN DAY . . ’ 2
é’;ﬁﬂé@‘} e the second call because they were in the press conference and I came *JE'.
g,q)f,:t‘ ; . out and took it in Gerarden's office. 1 don't vecall who was there, but %2
i b othas c2))s_swaremade while Gerarden, Harmon, Danhoff, and in ° 8
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i-‘xi\-i“ig 3% JULY ROMEY PUSS CO""’%‘ \‘érh~
B FO B 1NN ON5 PAGE AT A T y 7 B
,‘;’g AS Tt{z\ ‘7(».11)’" 15 'rJ."IS'i‘..). u.—u -
é\'lg\ {Governor Romney - commued) - 17
MERH B :
NEah I , .
|t{‘{§" . _ hlm then or whether he waited until our second call which was just —
«ﬁi} - .. after 3:30. It eaye in here, "He first learned of it just {rom the FBI, »
i I can't answer that with certainty. .
PEBtE . .
NN . ’
g)\‘.'{'.“ 7 Question: Tow do you feel that the hesitance of Secrelary Vance
?323}'1 j in putting the troops on the stroet will do to his own evaluation or do
{%F to-his {nput to the White FHouse?
SYEI I !
:".‘\'?\: i
.::\‘-&!Hﬂ CGovernor Romney: I have no way oi knowing with gortainty, but
W3R
L}‘g I know he was in regular contact with the President,
ity . "
WG - . .
,;3‘ Question: (Unintelligible)
T : :
R )
g Governor Romnay: I don't think there is any quesfon but that if

we had Federal troops on the streets before dark Monday that it would

have had ah effect. They didn't get on the strecta until after 2:00.' We

made cvory effort to get out National Guard people on the strecets before

dark because of the effect it would have,
b o . . )
Question: Governor, did the fact that the Federal Government

-offared Federal troops to Democratic Governoxr of New Jersey without

‘his requast influence you in your oplnon,that this was a political ,

Governow Romney: I dtdu‘t honcstly know that when I was dealing
with this situation. I only learned of it aflerwards. I think it stands in
marked contrast to what happened in Michigan,

buc_stipn: Does that reinforce your feeling on this?

Governor Roxnney: I'll leave that up to the judgment of any in- .

* dividual with any degree of common sense.
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Question: Governor Romney, before you made your first plea
for Federal troops, would you have handled the situation any differently
if this should happen again? Do you think you poasibly could handle it
before calling for Federal troops?

(iovernor Romney: You mean the local and state aspects? I haven't

been discussing thut and I'm not going to get info that heve.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

4 August 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LARRY LEVINSON
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Inquiry on 1943 Detroit Ra ce Riot
The following information was extracted from '"The Detroit

Race Riot - A Study in Violence', by Robert Shogan and Tom Craig.
Chilton Book Publishers 1964,

20 Jun 1943 1400-2300 Buildup of tension and incidents,
21 Jun 1943 2300-0900 Riot - police trying to control,
0940 Detroit Mayor Jeffries to Michigan

Governor Kelly requesting aid in
controlling riots.

1100 Governor Kelly talked to 6th Svc
Cmd in Chicago (Maj. Gen.
Aurand) about requesting federal
troops,

(Aurand alerted troops and moved MP Bn from
Custer to River Rouge. Gen. Guthner was sent
to Detroit to take command in the event the
Governor formally requestea_f-é—cféral troops.)

1100-2125 Legal discussion and riots continued.
Confusion existed as to procedure
for requesting and furnishing
federal troops.

1800 Governor Kelly alerted the State
militia,
2000 Governor Kelly called the State

militia, Of 2000 supposedly
available, only 32 were actually
available; therefore, no state
militia was actually committed,
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"SUBJECT: Inquiry on 1943 Detroit Race Riot

2125 Governor formally requested Gen,
Aurand to use federal troops.

2125 Gen, Aurand ordered Guthner to
send the MP Bns into action,

2355 Governor Kelly officially requested
the President for use of federal
troops, At the same time the
President signed the Proclamation
and Gen. Guthner issued the Proc-
lamation, (By 2355 federal troops
already had the situation under
control, )

Note that in this instance the federal troops were employed

, 2 1/2 hours prior to the Presidential Proclamation, but 10 1/2 hours

9 after Governor Kelly first requested them. Governor Kelly thought
he had done all he needed to do at 11:00 a. m., but General Aurand
was waiting for the Governor to make his request directly to the
President. A misunderstanding as to the requirement for martial
law contributed to the delay., When Governor Kelly announced to
General Aurand that he was making an official request to the President,
General Aurand committed federal troops without waiting for the
President to sign the Proclamation.,

Hope this answers your inquiry., If not, please call me at
OX 7-6806, .
~
e

s &

I P -
EOBGE M, BUSH
‘ Colonel, GS
Military Assistant, OUSA
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THZ SECRLTARY

WASHINGTON

AUG 8 - 1357

.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Interviews with 496 Negro Men Arrested in the Detroit Riot,

Four .\hundred and ninety~-six Negro men arrested in the Detroit riot
were interviewed (by interviewers using a previously prepared ques=
tionnaire) before they were released, The questionnaires have been
reviewed, the answers tabulated, and the attached report prepared,
under forced draft,

This report is dangerous, in its present form, The data are being
carefully analyzed, I am satisfied, however, that the present form
of the report is reliable enough, to be significant and to requirc
consideration,

I propose to transmit the report, unless you have different advice, to
Governor Kerner and David Ginsburg, It will be hard to keep it con»
fidential, At least 25 people have worked on it =~ including a private
group (Behavior Research Institute of Detroit) which had started the
interviewing before we picked up the project; (They did all of the
interviewing; our Manpower Administration people have done the tabu-
lation and preliminary summarization,) The present coples are all
marked under control so far,

Here are some of the clearest indications from this preliminary repoxti

\

(referring to the 496 interviewees == all Negroes == as the riotsrej,

1. Most of the rioters were in their twenties or early
thirties; only 20% were under 20; about 20% were
over 35, R

2, Four out of five of the rioters had jobs and were
working at the time of the riot,

l
‘
}
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«w More than half of those working were earning
more than $110 a week, The largest grouping
(almost one=third) were earning between $120 '
and $150 a week,

== But most of the employed group reported that
they had been out of work at some time during
the past year,

~= The evidence is incomplete on whether the 20%
not working (which is a high unemployment rate)
were or were nob trying to get work,

3. Those over 25 had more years of education than the general
Negro population of the same age group,

4, Asked ""What do you think caused this trouble in Delroit?!
~~ 101 answered ''police brutality'’,

- == 66 answered in terms of tensions and frustrations
. resulting from Ncgroes! efforts to gain equality.

== 65 said they didn't know, .
-~ 20 said lack of job opportuunities,
== 17 said poor housing conditions,

== 17 said '"outside agitators,"

5. A smaller group (157 of the 496 total) were asked about
;j their military expecrience,

% About 1 in 4 said they had served in tife Armed
Forces, (But these answers are suspect,)

¥ Only 1 of the 157 was a Viet Nam veteran,

g g
+
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About half said they were in debt,

* Three~fourths of these said their debts
were for back rent or medical expenses or both,

% Half of the reported indebtedness was under
$200, Twenty-five percent was $200 to $500,

There is considerable evidence of over~crowded housing,
The average number of persons per household is over 5,
About 12% live in houses with 8 or more,

Asked whether they thought conditions in Detroit for
themselves and Negroes in general had become better,
worse, or had stayed about the same in the last few
years:

=~ 53%: 'have become better',

“w 25%: ''stayed about the same!'l,

w=  22%: 'have gotten worse'l,

Asked who was their favorite Negro leader, 363 answered:

<~ King 178

~~ Carmichael 52

~= Powell 24

==  Muhammed Ali 21

== Malcolm X 20

-~ Elijah Muhammed 12 *
==~ Other 56 .
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Four out of five had lived in Detroit flve years or
more, Over half were born in the Deep South or
in the Border States,

One out of six had participated in a Federal training
or poverty program,

There is a great deal of additional information in the 496 questionnaires,
This is being analyzed, I will keep you informed,

I } ;07 ,.\

[C AN S
Willard Wirtz
Secretary of Liabor

Attachment
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INTRODUCTION

This study of 496 Negro men arresied during the July 1967 riot in Detroit was
undertaken in order to find out more about the people against whom charges had been
placed. Information was collected on the characteristics of the prisoners, their eco-
nomic and peisonal status, their views as to the causes of the riot, their involvement
in the communicalive aspects of the riot, and their ranking of Negro leaders.

The findings reveal that the prisoners over the age of 25 had aftained higher -
levels of education thon the general Negro population of the same age group. Four
out of 5 had jobs and more than half eamed at least $110 @ week. Most of the pris-
oners thought that conditions for themselves as well as for other Negroes had improved

in recent years.
!
; The majority of the prisoners appear to live in overcrowded housing. Nearly
half of those over 25 were not "heads of fomilies.”

The most prevalent reason given by the prisoners as a cause of the riot was "po-
lice "wutality." Almost 50 percent of the men indicated that their favorite Negro
. leader was Martin Luther King.

About 1 in 4 of the 157 prisoners who repoited on their military experience had
served in the Armed Forces. Only one mon was a Vietnam veteran.

About half of the 157 prisoners reporting on their indebtedness status indicated
thar they were in debt. Three-fourths of those in debt owed for back rent or medical

experees. Almost 50 percent of those in debt owed under $200. Twenty-~five percent
owad between $200 and $500. \

|
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FOUR QUT OF FIVE OF THE PRISONERS HAD JOBS: MORE THAN
HALF OF THEM EARNED MORE THAN $ 110 A WEEK

More than half of the employed prisoners had jobs which paid more
than $110 a week. This equaled the average wage in manufacturing for
the Nation as a whole, but was below the approximate $150 per week
earned by the average factory worker in the Detroit area. Even the em-

“ployed youngsters (both the 16~ 1o 19-year olds and those 20 to 24)
averaged between $80 and $100 pe. week. Two ouvt of 3 of the teenagers
and 3 out of 4 of the men in their ecrly twenties repoited they were work-
ing.

Unemployment (22 percent) was nevertheless high--about five times !
higher than the unemployment rate {about 4.5 percent) for the entire
Detroit metropolitan area. Unemployment was highest among the teen~
wgor \alrthough the 1 out of 3 jobless may have been overstated because
‘some of these youngsters were presumak!, !l attenaing school). Unem-
ployment was not much lower for the 20- to 24 -year olds (27 percent com~
nered to 33 percent for the teenagers) even though, nationally, unemploy-
ment rates among Negroes tend to drop off vaiy sharply between the teen
qg¢s and the early twenties. The drop in rates among the group surveyed
occurred among those over 25, among whom unemployment averaged
about 15 percent.
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Triployment Status-~nd Salary . o
Sclected : : Age )
\ characteristies : Totel T Tmer 16 L 1619 . 20-2h o5+ | 2529 | 3okk ¢ s
; ) : ,
¢ 3
. Total....... ko6 23 2 9 .le7 276 112 138 26 g
Employment status ' ?
. ‘ Imployed....... 303 61 1 60 91 231 98 11k 19
: Not cmployed... 107 30 1 29 34 3 1k 22 T i
‘ Not renorted... 6 2 - 2’ 2 2 - 2 - c
ot cmployed : ) i,
ratCieieae.. 21.8 33.0 (50.0) 32.6 27.2 15.7 12.5 16.2 26.9 ;
i Salary
: Under 10....... 15 T - 7 3 5 3 - 2 '
. B1-60vivennnn.. 3 12 - 12 L 15 3 L :
61-80 0. vuunn.. e 6 - 6 8 28 3 18 2 ;
o 81-100. . v.tn... Th 16 - 16 8 . Lo 19 17 I
103i-1Veeneena. 80 9 - 9 29 h2 20 19 3 {
‘ 121-150.ceuun.. 113 12 - 12 25 76 Lo 33 3
‘ 151-2CCuuenn... 25 1 - 1 1 17 L 9 & :
Over 200....... 19 ~ - - 3 16 by 12 - ;
Not reported... ol 30 2 23 27 37 11 22 4 :
; X ;
, .
L :
/7 Z o‘ . N ’ - ) il . -

- T T T T SR n o s e i i o i e+ o ot o oo o o G,
L ¥ -




