
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

JUL 2 7 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH CALIFANO

Subject: Assistances for Detroit

In response to your request on this subject, there are no
assistances we can provide without a "major disaster"
declaration.

With a declaration under PL 81-875 we can provide this aid:

Clearance of debris
Repair of essential public facilities (building /utilities)
Provision of temporary housing
Protective health and sanitation measures
Distribution of medicine, food and other consumable

supplies.
Repair and replacement of damaged emergency

equipment (fire and police vehicles, etc.)
Overtime of city employees (except police and fire)

* Repair of streets, roads, and bridges
* Repair of dikes, -levees, and drainage facilities

*(not believed applicable to Detroit)

Although reimbursement for expenditures for overtime
of police and firemen and the costs incurred by the
National Guard is not normally made by OEP, in a
major disaster declaration the Director of OEP could
authorize such reimbursements.

If a major disaster is declared under PL 875, loan programs of
several Federal agencies would be triggered or liberalized (DHUD,
VA, 3SBA, OE.) kZ ;



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 27, 1967

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO
THE NATION

ON
CIVIL DISORDERS

THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

10:30 P.M. EDT

My fellow Americans:

We have endured a week such as no Nation should
live through: a time of violence and tragedy.

For a few minutes tonight, I want to talk about
that tragedy -- and I want to talk about the deeper questions
it raises for us all.

I am tonight appointing a special Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders.

Governor Otto Kerner, of Illinois, has agreed to
serve as Chairman. Mayor John Lindsay, of New York, will
serve as Vice Chairman. Its other members will include
Fred R. Harris, Senator from Oklahoma; Edward W. Brooke,
United States Senator from Massachusetts; James C. Corman,
U.S. Representative from California, 22nd District, Los
Angeles; William M. McCulloch, the U.S. Representative from
the State of Ohio, the 4th District; I. W. Abel, the
President of the United Steel Workers; Charles B. Thornton,
the President, Director and Chairman of the Board of
Litton Industries, Inc.; Roy Wilkins, the Executive Director
of the NAACP;Katherine Graham Peden, the Commissioner of
Commerce of the State of Kentucky; Herbert Jenkins, the
Chief of Police, Atlanta, Georgia.

The Commission will investigate the origin of
the recent disorders in our cities. It will make recommen-
dations -- to me, to the Congress, to the State Governors,
and to the Mayors -- for measures to prevent or contain

such disasters in the future.

In their work, the Commission members will have
access to the facts that are gathered by Director Edgar
hoover and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI
will continue to exercise its full authority to investigate
these riots, in accordance with my standing instructions, and
continue to search for evidence of conspiracy.

But even before the Commission begins its work;
and even before all the evidence is in, there are some
things that we can tell about the outbreaks of this
summer.

MORE
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First -- let there be no mistake about it -- the
looting, arson, plunder and pillage which have occurred
are not part of a civil rights protest. There is no
American right to loot stores, or to burn buildings, or to
fire rifles from the rooftops. That is crime -- and crime
must be dealt with forcefully, and swiftly, and certainly --

under law.

Innocent people, Negro and white, have been killed.
Damage to property -- owned by Negroes and whites -- is
calamitous. Worst of all, fear and bitterness which have
been loosed will take long months to erase.

The criminals who committed these acts of violence
against the people deserve to be punished -- and they must
be punished. Explanations may be offered, but nothing can
excuse what they have done.

There will ':, attempts to interpret the events of
the past few days. But when violence strikes, then those in
public responsibility have an immediate and a very different
job: not to analyze, but to end disorder.

That they must seek to do with every means at their
command: through local police, state officials, and, -- in
extraordinary circumstances where local authorities have
stated that they cannot maintain order with their own resources
-- then through Federal power that we have limited authority
to use.

I have directed the Secretary of Defense to issue
new training standards for riot control procedures immediately
to National Guard units across the coLntry. Through the
Continental Army Command, this expanded training will begin
immediately. The National Guard must have the ability to
respond effectively, quickly, and appropriately, in conditions
of disorder and violence.

Those charged with the responsibility of law
enforcement should, and must, be respected by all of our
people. The violence must be stopped: quickly, finally,
and permanently.

It would compound the tragedy, however, if we
should settle for order that is imposed by the muzzle of a
gun.

MORE
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In Aerica, we seek more than the uneasy calm of
martial law. We seek peace based on one man's respect for
another man -- and upon mutual respect for law. We seek a
public order that is built on steady progress in meeting the
needs of all of our people.

Not even the sternest police action, nor the most
effective Federal Troops, can ever create lasting peace in
our cities.

The only genuine, long-range solution for what has
happened lies in an attack -- mounted at every level -- upon
the conditions that breed despair and violence. All of us
know what those conditions are: ignorance, discrimination,
slums, poverty, disease, not enough jobs. We should attack
these conditions -- not because we are frightened by conflict,
but because we are fired by conscience. We should attack them
because there is simply no other way to achieve a decent and
orderly society in America.

In the past three and a half years, we have directed
the greatest Governmental effort in all of our American history
at these ancient enemies. The roll call of those laws reveals
the depth of our concern: The Model Cities Act. The Voters
Rights Act. The Civil Rights Act. The Rent Supplement Act.
Medicare and M17edicaid. The 24 educational bills. Head Start.
The Job Corps. The Neighborhood Youth Corps. Teacher Corps.
Manpower Development and Training. And many, many more acts
too numerous to mention on television tonight.

We will continue to press for laws which would pro-
tect our citizens from violence: like the Safe Streets and
Crime Control Act now under consideration in the Congress and
the Gun Control Act.

Our work has just begun. Yet there are those who
feel that even this beginning is too much. There are those
who would have us turn back even now, at the beginning of this
journey.

Last week in Congress, a small but important plan
for action in the cities was voted down in the House of Repre-
sentative:. The members of that body rejected my request '
for $20 million to fight the pestilence of rats -- rats which
prowl in dark alleys and tenements, and attack thousands of
city children. The passage of this legislation would have
meant much to the children of the slums. A strong government
that has spent millions to protect baby calves from worms
could surely afford to show as much concern for baby boys
and girls.

There are some tonight who feel that we cannot
afford a model Cities program. They reduced my request for
funds this year by two-thirds.

There are some who feel that we cannot afford
additional good teachers for the children of -poverty in urbc.n
areas. Or new efforts to house those who are most in neea or
housing. Or to aid in education to those who need to read and
write.

Theirs is a strange system of bookkeeping.

MORE
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I believe we should be counting the assets that
these measures can bring to America.: cities richer in
opportunity; cities more full of promise; cities of order,
progress, and happiness. Instead, some are counting the
seeds of bitterness.

This is not a time for angry reaction. IL is a
time for action: starting with legislative action to improve
the life in our cities. Tae strength and promise of the
law are the surest remedies for tragedy in the streets.

But laws are only one answer. Another answer lies
in the way our people will respond to these disturbances.

There is a danger that the worst toll of this
tragqedywill be counted in the hearts of Americans: in hatred,
in insecurity, in fear, in heated words which will not end
the conflict, but prolong it.

So let us acknowledge the tragedy; but let us not
exaggerate it.

Let us look about tonight. Let us look at ourselves.'
We will see these things:

Most Americans, Negro and White, are leading decent,
responsible and productive lives.

Most Americans, Negro and white, seek safety in
their neighborhoods and harmony with their neighbors.

Nothing can destroy good will more than a period
of needless strife and suspicion between the races.

Let us condemn the violent few. Eut let us
remember that it is law-abiding Negro families who have really
suffered most at the hands of the rioters. It is responsible
Negro citizens who hope mozt fervently -- and need most

urgently -- to share in America's growth and prosperity.

This is not the time to turn away from that goal.

To reach it will require more than laws; more than
dollars. It will take renewed dedication and understanding
in the heart of every citizen.

I know there are millions of men and women tonight
who are eager to heal the wounds that we have suffered:
who want to get on with the job of teaching and working and
building America.

In that spirit, at the conclusion of this address,
I will sign a proclamation calling for a day of prayer in
our Nation throughout all of our States. On this Sunday,
July 30, I urge the citizens in every town, every city, and
every home in this Land to go into their churches - - to
pray for order and reconciliation among men.

I appeal to every Governor, every Mayor, every
preacher and st y teacher and parent to join and give
leadership in this National observance.
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This spirit of dedication cannot be limited to ourpublic leaders. It must extend to every citizen in this land.
And the man who speaks to break the peace must feel the power-
ful disapproval of all of his neighbors.

Tonight, I call upon every American to search his
own heart.

To those who are tempted by violence, I would say
this: Think again. Who is really the loser when violence comes?
Whose neighborhood is made a shambles? Whose life is threatened
most?

If you choose to tear down what other hands have built,

-- You was± not succeed;

-- You will suffer most from your own crimes;

-- You will learn that there are no victors in
the aftermath of violence.

The apostles of violence, with their ugly drumbeat
of hatred, must know that they are now heading for disaster.
And every man who really wants progress or justice or equality
must stand against them and their miserable virus of hate.

For other Americans, especially those in positions
of public trust, I have this message:

Yours is the duty to bring about a peaceful change in
America. If your response to these tragic events is only
"business as usual" -- you invite not only disaster, but dishonor.

My fellow citizens, let us go about our work. Let
us clear the streets of rubble and quench the fires that hatred
set. Let us feed and care for those who have suffered at the
rioter's hands -- but let there be no bonus or reward or salutes
for those who have inflicted that suffering.

Let us resolve that this violence is going to stop
and there will be no bonus to flow from it. We can stop it.
We must stop it. We will stop it.

And let us build something much more lasting: faith
between man and man, faith between race and race. Faith in
each other -- and faith in the promise of beautiful America.

Let us pray for the day when "mercy and truta are
met Logether; righteousness and peace have kissed each other."
Let us pray -- and let us work for better jobs and better
housing and better education that so many millions of our own
fellow Americans need so much tonight.

Let us then act in the Congress, in the city halls,
and in every community, so that this great land of ours may
truly be "one Nation under God -- with liberty and justice for
all."

Goodnight and thank you.

END AT 10:48 P.M. EDT

L~.
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TEE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 28, 1967
Friday, 12:30 p.m.

FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM Joe Califano .

Attached is a statement which Cy Vance is now
making on his meeting this morning with Governor
Romney and Mayor Cavanagh.

C-

(

Attachment
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July 28, 1967

Statement to be made by Mr. Vance when he opens Pr ess

Conference commencing at Noon today. Conference will

be conducted by Vance, Romney and Cavanagh

As you know, the President yesterday sent a wire to the

Governor and Mayor indicating his determination to help meet
the emergency health, food and safety needs of Detroit which

cannot be met from state and city resources. The President

instructed federal officials to move without delay to meet the

needs of those who have suffered at the hands of the rioters.

To that end, we held a comprehensive discus sion, starting
at 8:30 AM this morning, with Governor Romney and Mayor
Cavanagh. I emphasized our readiness to respond to such

requests in the area of emergency health, food and safety needs.

Let me give a rundown on the points we discus sed:

As to food, the Mayor indicated that the availability of food

does not seem to be a problem, though there may be a distribution

problem in some places. We expressed our readiness to be help-
ful in the event that a shortage of food arises.

As to health, the City Health Commissioner will be giving us

by noon today a specified list of medicine and drugs which are in

short supply. We expect to be able to respond promptly to requests

which the Health Commissioner may make.
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shows that their supplies are depleted. Federal forces have already
made 30 caliber ammunition available to city or state police.

The Federal Government has already made available facilities
at the Milan Correctional Institution for detention of persons arrested
during the riots. If more facilities prove to be needed, we are
prepared to survey other federal activities for additional appropriate
federal space. Hopefully, this will not be necessary in view of the
substantial progress which is being made, but we are prepared to
be of further assistance if required. Secondly, in a step toward
returning ultimate responsibility for the security of Detroit to
civilian law enforcement agencies, the 46th Infantry Division has
been assigned responsibility for the security of the 1st, 7th and 13th
Police Precincts as of 8 AM today. Troops of the 82nd and 101st
Airborne Divisions, which have been stationed in these areas since
last Tuesday, were withdrawn to assembly positions nearby in the
metropolitan area.

Thirdly, 600-800 Air National Guards men will be defederalized
and returned to state control. This will give Governor Romney
additional state troops for use elsewhere.

Troop alignment: One battalion of regular troops has been
relieved in the 7th Precinct by elements of the 46th Division and
is moving to an assembly position elsewhere within northeast Detroit.
A second battalion has been relieved by the 46th in the 1st Precinct
and has moved to an assembly position on the state fair grounds.
One company of regular troops has been relieved by the 46th in
the 13th Precinct and is also assembled on the fair grounds.
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
WASIUNGYO4, D.C. 2030

29 July 1967
0530 EDT

V64C JOIRT STAFF

MEMORANDUM

Subj

1. Duri
continued
illeffect.

2. The
personnel.

pota.
I, posts,

FOR THE RECORD

ect: FACT SHUBT # 23 GARDEN PLOT (DETROIT)

.ng the past 24 hours, the city of Detroit has
its return to normalcy with the curfew remaining

following deployment of troops and law enforcement
has been, or is.being, accomplished:

300 State Police have been released to their home

b. Elements of the 46th Infantry Division (ARNG) are
securing the 1st, 7th and 13th Police precinct.

c. 600 to 800 Michigan National Guardsmen will be de-
federalized as soon as possible.

d. The 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division and the Zd
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division and supporting units are
being withdrawn.to assembly areas within the city of Detroit.
It is anticipated that these imits will remain within the
Detroit area until noxt week..0

Distribution:
WITE11OUS1T ROOM

.SECDE.P
DEPSECDEF
OSD GENERAL COUNSEL
CJCS (3)
DJS
VDJS DDQ
CNO ADDO-
CSA CCOC
CSAF PA DESK
CMC NA DESK
4-30 STATE
J-31
J-32
J-34

IES A. IfANNO
Brigadier Genoral, USAP
Deputy Director for
Operations (NMCC)

4.-

I..

S.,...

.,.1

4,

2~)
4. 4

y."

(44

do ow"I'mropow -,- . I



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 29, 1967
9:15 pm, Saturday

FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM Larry Levinson

Tom Johnson and I have gone over the Detroit riot
chronology in great detail and have checked with the
principals involved.

We have added some additional material and made some
technical corrections in some of the times.

The chronology now conforms as closely as possible to
the events and facts as they occurred.

Attachment

74



THE DETROIT RIOTS
CHRONOLOGY

SUNDAY (JULY 23)

3:30 pm:

9:30 pm:

11:55 pm:

Early
Morning
Hours:

2:45 am:

3:30 am:

4:20 am:

8:55 am:

9:45 am:

10:05 am:

10:40 am:

10:43 am:

Based on FBI report, Joe Califano (White House Staff) notifies
President that situation in Detroit may be getting worse bet.Jh-at
Rsss . Press id ent asks
to be kept fully informed.

FBI Command Post advises Larry Levinson (White House Staff)
that rioting has intensified, that Romney.h-sthe guard)Out and
that 8, 000 guardsmen, as well as 4, 000 state and local police
can be made available. . Levinson
immediately notifies President. President asks that close watch
be kept on situation.

Cavanagh and Romney discuss situation with Attorney General
Clark by telephone.

MONDAY (JULY 24)

Romney calls Clark at 2:40 AM. Clark calls Romney at 3:40,
5:15, and 6:50 AM. Romney says he may need federal troops but
does not request them

Clark calls PresidQfit advising him of Detroit situation. President
authorizes Army r troop deployment. Clark
notifies Army SecreEKry Resor who contacts Army Chief of Staff
General Johnson to begin planning.

Resor goes to Pentagon Command Post with General Johnson.
Command Post put on emergency condition.

General Johnson issues 'alert orders" to paratroop units at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina and Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Romney calls Clark to discuss situation further.

"it
Romney calls Clark and says there is reasonable doubt law
and order can be maintained and that he will be formally requesting
5, 000 federal troops. He reads Clark text of telegram he will
send shortly to President.

President is already meeting with McNamara on troop deployment
should a request be made, when Clark tells President that Romney
is now about to request by telegram the use of federal troops.
McNamara recommends Vance be sent to Detroit because of his
prior first-hand experience with civil disturbances "from Oxford

o. aeT Wlrtringtan-that day after the burial of his.Mothe"r-
s Mahand.y President decides to send Vance to
Detroit for on-the-spot assessment.

President gets from Califano text of wire as dictated over the phone
from the Attorney General's Office. Official wire has not yet been
sent. President orders Mr. Wright in White House message center
to be on alert for Romney's wire.

President calls meeting in Cabinet Room with McNamara, Clark,
Roger Wilkins (head of Community Relations Service), Warren
Christopher (newly confirmed Deputy Attorney General who was on
McCone Commission on Watts riots), John Doar (Assistant Attorney General

1 71
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THE DETROIT RIOTS
CHRONOLOGY

SUNDAY (JULY 23)

3:30 pm:

9:30 pm:

11:55 pm:

Early

Morning

Hours:

2:45 am:

3:30 am:

4:20 am:

8:55 am:

9:45 am:

10:05 am:

P- silent gets from Califano te of,
11 a the Attorney General's Offi c .
st ,it. President orders Mr. Wrint
to ') 3- alert for Romney's wire.

wire as dictated over p. ae
Official wire has not yet be a

in White House message center

10:43 am: P resident calls meeting in Cabine Room with McNamara, ±ar\,
Roger Wilkins (head of CommuniL, Relations Service), W arren
C .ristopher (newly confirmed Dep ;; Attorney General who was on
M- Cone Commission on Watts rio s), John Doar (As sis tant Attorney C ner

10:40 an

Based on FBI report, Joe Califano (White House Staff) notifies
President that situation in Detroit may be getting worse but that
Romney has not requested federal assistance. President asks
to be kept fully informed.

FBI Command Post advises Larry Levinson (White House Staff)
that rioting has intensified, that Romney has the guard out and
that 8, 000 guardsmen, as well as 4, 000 state and local police
can be made available. Romney does not request help. Levinson
immediately notifies President. President asks that close watch
be kept on situation.

Cavanagh and Romney discuss situation with Attorney General
Clark by telephone.

MONDAY (JULY 24)

Romney calls Clark at 2:40 AM. Clark calls Romney at 3:40,
5:15, and 6:50 AM. Romney says he may need federal troops but
does not request them.

Clark calls President advising him of Detroit situation. President
authorizes Army to start planning for troop deployment. Clark
notifies Army Secretary Resor who contacts Army Chief of Staff
General Johnson to begin planning.

Resor goes to Pentagon Command Post with General Johnson.
Co.mand Post put on emergency condition.

General Johnson issues "'alert orders" to paratroop units at For;
Bragg, North Carolina and Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Romney calls Clark to discuss situation further.

Romney calls Clark and says there is reasonable doubt law
and order can be maintained and that he will be formally requesting
5, GO federal troops. He reads Clark text of telegram he will
send shortly to President.

President is already meeting with McNamara on troop deployment
st culd a request be made, when Clark tells President that Romney
is now about to request by telegram the use of federal troops.

McNumara recommends Vance be sent to Detroit because of his
prior first-hand experience with civil disturbances 'from Oxford
on . Vance is in Washington that day after the burial of his Motner
several days beforehand. President decides to send Vance to
D, croit for on-the-spot assessment.



fo: 'i;l its). George (7h stian loin Johnson, Larry Levinson
of s hi o-uuse Staff.

10:46 am: Ro inm . catches wire to F12:- sid at requesting troops but does
not iatiun number of troc :.

10:56 am: Rox ney wire received at ~Vhite House and immediately brought
to Cabinet Room by Williir Alopkirs (White House Staff).

1 1:02 am: President directs vicNaimira ,o have troops ready to move to
Selirrde AFB (30 1 1es irom Detroit - there are no closer
availa in. airports.

11:03 am: McNax.c-ra immediately calls Secretary Resci and tells him 10

start loading troops on aircraft.

11:15 am: Meet ng begins. Clark reviews 1,-al situation citing prior pre-
cedents &nd laws. They indicate chat federal troops can be sent
only ujon the request of the Coverior (when State Legislature is not
in session) and the local auth;1 itis are 'unable, fail or refuse"

to maintain law and order. IvcNatncra reviews the troop sicuaLion,

s tcing that Lt. General John Throcm: or:on will be in command.

Rei ponse -o Romney's telec -- m is -epared by President -n

cor-sultation with Clark anc L, Nanara. President says Governur's

re est must be honored cre. '1, The purpose of federal oopss

is to assist and support - - 3s olan -'- local forces. Federal

troops woulo be used only if -cessa -y. President tells M/ic\an-ra

that troc :s should be move nco immediate position for aepioyment

but than Vance's on-the-spot assessment is essential before

federal troops are used.

11:40 am: Pr, uc(ent, from Cabinet ><o012, personally places ca ± to Romney

to Le ve text of telegrarr read Rowaney is unavailable.

II :42 an: P-, 'dcc \irc to Romney ulspu nea.

11:47 am: S tLor CGriffin calls Presidei-t. i-cosident tell .1in
of . ig Vance to Detroit and that he is ordering fed-:z :oups

to io area.

11:57 am: Romney -- -nds Clark wire request-,, 5, 000 troops.

12:01 pi-n: R mny returns President's call. Clark -eads \omllnev te>. ot wire.

SV, a rives in Cabinet Room, ano Lalks :o Romney and says that

he l ws leaving ±or Detroit to confer with raim anc Mayor

C& .* gh as soon as possible

12:10 pm: Pr -ident calDs zena:or Hart c ad notifies him of the situation.

P sident then secves Cabinet Roon bt asks to be <eot

in: rme

12:20 pm:

12:35 pm

12:45 pm.

Va - assembles team (ChrisLUpl. r. Wilkins (Graduate oi y

o -chi,,,r. Law School), Doar anc Al Pitt, Army General a.,
a Lave JDcioiter). Vance talks to General Throckmorton '.e federal

,r , cof n.ander and tells hi. Vt proceed at once to Selfric. e.

C .c- .cei -es Romney's telgram requesting 5, 000 troop -.

F< .ing Presidential directiL e, .cNamara orders two

bi . ;s Lu move at once to Se.fr ,<.De.
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1:30 prn:

2:00 pm:

2:05 pm:

2:15 pm:

2:25 pm:

3:00 pm:

3:07 pm:

4:05 pm:

About
4:30 pm:

5:00 pm:

5:05 pm:

6:07 pm:

6:45 pm:

6:50 prn:

Vance and team leave Washington .y air for Selfridge.

First troop carrier plane leaves Fort Bragg, beginning airlift

of 2400-man brigade from 82nd Airborne. Air time to Selfridge:

2 hours, 10 minutes.

First troop carrier plane leaves Fort Campbell, beginning airlift

of 2400-man brigade from 101st Airborne. Flight time to Selfridge:

about 2 hours.

Airlift underway. 50 troop carrier aircraft are at Fort Bragg

but others must come from air bases in other parts of the country --
28 from Langley, Virginia; 28 from Lockbourne, Tennessee; 15

fr m Seward, Tennessee; 10 from Dyess, Texas; and 10 from

F-rbes, Kansas. Planes leave at 5 minute intervals. Brigades

move with their trucks, ambulances, and about 100 tons of cargo.

Over 140 aircraft are used.

Clark calls Romney and tells him Vance will be arriving just after

3 PM.

General Throckmorton arrives at Selfridge.

Varice and team arrive at Selfridge. Vance and Throckmorton

immediately confer and learn that Governor and Mayor are at

Detroit Police Headquarters, about 30 miles from Selfridge.

Vance nd Throckmorton then proceed by car to Police Headquarters.

E ,.- rlift arrives at Selfridge; others begin landing at 2 1/2

in >ue intervals. 5th Army nas provided 100 busses leased from

thle Detroit Bus Company to move troops into the city.

Vance and Throckmorton meet with Governor Romney, Mayor

Cavanagh, their staffs and Police Commissioner Girardon.

-Vaice is advised by local officials that 700 state policemen, 900 local

police (out of about 3, 000), .5, 000 National Guardsmen (ou of 7000

a-ailable) were actually on the streets. Vance suggests that the

Guard commit the remainder of the troops.

Vance, Romney, Cavanagh, Christopher, Throckmorton, and

Doar tour riot area. Situation is quiet.

1500 paratroopers have now landed at Selfridge.

President discusses riot situation at White House meeting with

Congressional Leadership.

P esident calls meeting with McNamara, Clark, Army Sc i,:ry

-.or, Army Chief of Staff General Johnson, to review sir. tion

.nd receive on-the-spot repo- t from Vance.

'ance reports to President that he has met vith Romney cno C ,vanagh

a&-d has completed a tour of the riot area. I-Ic says that th-r -c re

rmny more state guardsmen on Lhe streets than there were a-

night, that Detroit has an excellent police force and a good National

Guard and that it is always best to use local police and troops, as

long as the situation is under control.
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7:00pm:

7:30 pm:

8:15 pm:

8:16 pm:

8:30 pm:

8:32 pm:

9:30 pm:

10:03 pm:

10:08 pm:

Based on his survey, discussions with local officials, Vance
says it is too early to commit federal forces because the situation
appears under control. This is primarily because more guards-
men are on organized street patrols and that there were about
10, 000 police and guardsmen in the area.

McNamara asks what the addition of 5, 000 federal troops would
mean at this point to help the situation. Vance says that it is still
too early to tell, and he will follow the situation on a close basis,
reporting back continually. Vance also reports that "there is a
sharp division among community leaders" whether federal troops
should be committed, with the Mayor urging their immediate
deployment while others saying to hold back.

Vance meets with Romney, Cavanagh, Congressmen Diggs and
Conyers and other community leaders.

After receiving Vance's report, White House meeting breaks up,
with the next meeting scheduled for 8:30 pm, awaiting Vance's report.

Airlift to Selfridge is in high gear. More than 4, 000 troops are now
on the ground. Over 170 flights have been completed.

President asks J. Edgar Hoover to come to the White House to
meet with him on the Detroit situation.

Romney and Vance hold press conference in Detroit. Romney
says: The situation is hopeful. The community is better organized.
There are three times the number of National Guardsmen available
tonight as last night. Last night we were scrambling. There is
a rising desire on the people to see this thing ended. The policy
is to be firm and fair. I am very hopeful that we will be able to
lift the bans and let the people go back to work. There is reason
to hope.

Cavanagh says: He sees some hopeful signs but he would still
like to see Federal troops committed. He wants to restore sanity
and order and get people back to work.

Meeting begins at Mansion with President, McNamara, General
Johnson, Hoover, Secretary Resor and Clark. Vance reports
that incident rate has picked up, and that it would be wise to
move three battalions from Selfridge to the Fair Grounds where
they would be close to the riot area. President approves.

President moves meeting to Oval Room. Follows FBI and ticker
reports. Reads New York Times of June 21, 1943 on FDR pro-
clamation sending troops to Detroit to quell race riots. Vance is
making continual reconnaissance of the riot area, meets with
Governor, is in constant contact with open line to the President's
Office.

Christopher advises Clark that incidents are increasing and that
two more guardsmen have been wounded.

Vance calls. Reports that the situation is continuing to deteriorate.
1200 persons are now detained in Felony Court. Reports of incidents
have increased 20% in the last hour. President asks Vance what is
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Around
10:20 pm:

10:31 pm:

11:22 pm:

11:30 pm:

11:43 pm:

11:55 pm:

fastest way to bring troops ir/3 tiie riot area. Vance advises
that he and Throckmorton conLer2 -d and most efficient way is
to move troops to Fair Grounds, -,,here they would be available
for immediate deployment as required.

Vance now reports that incident rates are rising sharply and
has been advised that all available resources have been deployed
by the Governor and local officials. All concerned -- the

Governor, General Throckmorton and local officials -- recommend

that federal troops be brought into the area and the guard
federalized. President tells Vance that his recommendations will
be followed and tells Vance to start troops roving down im-
mediately. Vance and Throckmorton advise that positioning
troops would take some time because the area covered was
la.gKe. The President tells Vance to make a last-minute radio-
television appeal for law and order before the troops arrive
(\ance makes such an appeal shortly after 11 PM).

President signs Proclamation ordering rioters to disperse.
(This is a necessary preliminary under the law before federal
troops can be sent in). President begins work with his advisers

on his television statement, after making decision to speak to
the American people.

Executive Order signed.

The two brigades begin to assemble at the Fair Grounds to
receive their last minute checks -- equipment and orders. In

keeping with tactics for civil disturbances, reconnaissance patrols
are dispatched to the riot area in which troops will be deployed.

President tells Vance that he has signed the Executive Order.

President addresses Nation from TV studio at White House.

TUESDAY (JULY 25)

12:08 am

2:30 am:

3:05 am:

Presidential statement ends.

Reconnaissance patrols have been completed. Main body of
paratroopers proceeds into riot area. These troops displace the
now federalized guard troops and occupy the entire area east

of Wc> ward Avenue (the main thoroughfare). The guard moves

to occupy the area west of Woodward Avenue.

At : press conference, General Tnrockmorton says: "My : cops,

ir luding elements of the 82nd Airborne Division from Ft. Lra, ,

North Carolina and the 101st Airborne Division from Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, which have 3een rapidly deployed to Jfr age
Air Force Base, now have begun L, patrol the streets o Da oi

to augment city and state polio. e forces and men of the Mic- ian
NLtional Guard who are now under my command.

"cl of my troops including regular Army and Guard forces

h- -v been ordered to use the minimum force necessary to comxiplete

the r mission in helping to restore law and order to this citr.

"At the same time, they have be, told to take all appropri-LI

action to safeguard lives and prop rty. Cooperation w.ith

:

A
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city and state forces has been outstanding, and I am certain
that this will continue to be the case.

"As the troop commander, I call on all citizens to cooperate
with civilian and military authorities to eliminate lawlessness
ard restore order to this community. My troops will do that
which is necessary to achieve its crucial goal as rapidly as
possible."

Note: The Army regards the deployment as first-rate operation. The
basic tactical plan drawn up by the Army "Strike Command" --

stated that 'complete closure time for both brigades is about
12 hours" -- possibly longer if the airlift was slowed down.
The troops began leaving their bases at 2:00 pm -- and were
in the riot area at 2:00 am -- a 12 hour interval.
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DETROTT CAP)ecOV. SORe' - OMNY £411 TJAAY "Wr WERE "LEADI
FEDERAL TROOPS AS FAST A' V1 CyL 4T TM DUP TH9 WARY

!OURS OF TI DETRCIT PlOTS AND H LISTED, PflIMT ?Y P I1T, TR DELAYS
THAT AROSE BEFORE FEDERAL AUTHORIT IFT RF? OEF EO TO glS APPEAL.

"YOU CAN DRAW YOUR OWl CONCLUSIONS," TUE C'OVT rOP <1ID i AN
INTErVIEW "'M JUST TELLING YO1I WHAT HAPP'NFI,"

ORPMLY, ROMNY SA10 NEARLY 24 Or'RS rLAPSTD T5F1 THP TIwE
,E FIRST ASFD IASHINGTON FOP HELP ANlD 1)Tr PnrMr NV' THE FE% L

AI ORNE TROOP" WFRE CO'ITTTED TO T :rPICT 7000.
TNF RACIAL EXPLOSION TOY Al LIVFS AND-IT oFT;?0!T TT AT

STWNATFD LOS OF S500 MILLION IN PROPERTY DAMArE.
IN THE INTERVIEW, 9OMMSY VAn ITESF PC INTR:
1. HE SAD IrD .S. ATTY. GF N MPAMFY PLARY "C 4A1F T4 *C II-

WITH RESPECT TO REQIIPINO A qITTI NOT J T AN ORAL, IjIST TO
-- NDTHE FEDERAL TROOP'S TO DETROIT.

.. AFTER PRESIDENT JO 0t 3 PO' WRS PMTAi, ym P p > V11,
ARRIVED T DETROIT dNINE OI$S 'AFD U O"T VAC ' C;D
TO COMMIT THE r)FRAL TROCP?

3. FEDERAL AATRr-ITtIES DAANn 4 W"PTIICATIOD 02 A" ;T'
SURRECTION," ROMNFY SAID, "MY RASIC POINT WAS THAT T! 4 D' RAL
TROOPS S4OULD1 BE S7NT BECAUSE I DID'T WANT T0 LT 74r I T4 ATgICI
GET OUT OF HAMDP ThAT'S V T WE WEAT TRYINT TO PREVENT "

LTIRIAED 7/31
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.Govrnor I~ninety, 3uly 31, MZOO Noon

Governor Romney: Apparently the White JBouse elected to malt*
available to .- to 1meet the New York ,Times corrcaport.dont In Washington
a purported chronolog9Y of wha,,t happiinod last Sunday night and Monday
tuortting. I thought I would review - hat happened against tbo reported
irdi c ation of their interpretation of g.'hat happened. Now. obviously, I
doalt havep the na topnal official stateriont from them, but I assume that

thi arico b T&1 ranked of the Now York Times Sprvice is boxed

'p Now,'the chronology of the $ta!tc involvomcnt Is as follows.,

I'was called. about 8:00 in the i'porning by my Legal Aide, Robert
Danhoff, and he told mic that rioting had started over in. the lZth Strect
ar'ea,' and lip indicated that on-the-spol: State Police.observers viewed
it very seriously, and recommended that we. urge the Detroit Police
Department and the Mayor to do ave~ything possible to curb tho situation.
And so I. asked mxy logal jdvI sort. Robart Danhoff, to got in touch wIth

*the Mayor and to indicate thaA bisecl on- ouch information a s We had this
could be a. very sorious situation and that we wanted him to know bf tho
ready availability of tho State. Police; an'd National cGuird partionnol.I. W
happened to have head about 1200 Nat iona.l Guard personnol doing some

drilIw~rk at the Detroit Armory Suzqday n~ornfiig. Now ordinarily they
* would h~.ve been released after a fev hours drill work and gone home,

bvtbecauSo of o%%r information as to'the sarloufmnos of0i he aituat.10n,
*we kopt th~ac nmen on alert all day anid kept them thero at theo Armory
* 99wo could have them out on the btioots irirnediately'.

It was about at that time thet-behcConui-isioner of State Poli ce,
Colonel D"19s,first alerted the State, G ua rd. It was about 8:00 in the
1*11ianmng, and tbe'n we had olptirvisti reports about the handling of the
situation$ and. so the. State Guard alcjrt war; relaxed and they were taken
off alrt on the~basis of reports we Were give. T hen~ later in tho

morning they were again put on Vihe alert, as the situation. worsened,
* i~d at 41pout M2.00 I had the. first callfr Com Mayor Cavanaugh in which

ho ind~icated lie thought they could hand1.o the situation but iii any eveait
he ktiew lhe- cold contact rae if ho n~ed'ed Stato Polico help or if he

needed National Guard help and he to'ld mo where he was going to be.
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Wie received a call1 between 1:45 and 2.00 P, M fron,,tilhe Mayor

requesting Mic..lgafl State Pollcc. Tilis call went. to Mr DaThh~ff and

* lie called ma. As a. result of talking to me, he also called the National

Guard and talked with General. SclinipkO with -respect to GuaI;rd usc. As

.a result to the call to Gcnoral Schnipkc, lhe dispatched General Moore

-'of the National CGuard, who was lip inllJanslng -- up in Grayling at th&

* encarlpraent lown1 hero to take comniand of the National Guard in the

*event. theoy'ihould bo called, At: 2:30 %ye again received calls fromn various

sources indicating 0h0 things might be better but at 4-.00 p. r. we

ieovoA l a call from -Lthle Mayor ilndicatin~g he want-od tho Guard and so

Wie nado tho Guar4 troops available.

- fl that. time wc bad also alerted Guard pcrsonnl i n Flint atid

* in*.Grand iiapidst We had 'about 350 in each place to WU9gmernt the 1200

* we had down here in DetrOI.t, Now at 6-.00, on moy lngtrucLtlona, anhoff

* Ca.110dSainipke at' Grayllug and I.A4icM.d thai; bold better begin to think

a .~bout howvlie could got the coM0plteOGuhrd hero in Detroit In the event

wq might. need flien-& i DcalU8C, afte r all, we bad 2Z00 Milos to contend

*with, and I alio akd hirm to a~certain. the transportation problocm.,

:tlia problorn of length of tirne.

The altuatiofl continued to woraeYn. and- the result wvas that.I 1nt

* down to Detrolt Police rfeaclcluadrtersiat aboit 8-.15 1 got there about

8:15,.S-.30 - conferred briefly within Mayor Ca.vanaugh and Police Cora-

* nissi)io2 Gerarden. Mayor Ca~vaniaugh left to takce a. helicopter flight

* over the city and shortly after he loft, I left to do the sarrc thing. We

* .returl(id about the sarne time to the Detroit Police H{eadquart.ers at.,

j &B nearly I Can remember, Bolnowhore arotind 10:00.

It war. aroufld 11:00 orthe roabOmtt., as I recall it. as a result of

t aking a look at the raountlng figures au a result of the rurvcy Of the

* . city,tihat I. called Sclinipke and ordered the Nation-al Guard- to be. brought

**to Detroit as soon as they could got themn hore. This was, as I say. a

*Significant transporttionh job, but in any event it was around that timAe

that we mobUllicl the complete National Guard. except for the Air

* . National Guarld.

At about Z-.00 Nvth the arson, the looting and the arson. and the

sni plug obvi~ouslY spreading through the rnetropol-Raf area, the prob-

en no longer limited to the Western Part of the..c~ity, j~harsof and
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(CGovernor Rominey - Coatiinued),

lootinig and shaping moiring into the castarn part of the q1ty, and quite
far north too because thorc weie fires as far north as Six' Mile and

as far do~wn. as bolowv Olympia, and there was a Z-1IZ by 3-1/2 1rile

area by. that time in ilaints. The nearest thing I can compare it to is

a battlefiel.:V It looked like the' ciy had beezi bombled and Was buPng

froln thp bombing. That is what it. looked like. B3ut in any event, by

that t .1)10 it was clear that the rioting was spread~ig tbrou.gh the city
gea-nerally and the J'ire Department was having catremo difficulty in

det.Ingwith the. tiraq, because they were being sniped at and they

were being instruicted. In undertaking to put out fires.

It was di;rlilg, that period that I wag working with tho Mayor, the

police Comm~issioner and the Chief of the 171re ]?epaxtment-and the

wo Corn Miss: 1one r swore on th o Aobconii an tlyIM rAngolan and

Hfarris, to avgri~ent the Detroit Fire. Department, becauiso it was per-

fectly 01 'VIOUS they couldn't handle it. With Colcrnel David's holp,

who is the~ Fire Mat~rshall, we proceedod to just lift fire depuartments
from all over the 4roa, including Windsor.

Right. aflor wo gqt through taking the steps necessary to mobilize

the F ire Departmonts, Mayor Cavanaugh left-, briefly and Gerardcn and

I were ro~wing thc situation, and I said to hiin that it in my opinion

we ought to take a look at whethcsr or not we had suCfficient manpowcl.,

Detroit Police, State. Police and National Guard combined, to deal with

the problem .on- almost a city-wide basis. I said I thought he ought to

go down and .-At down with bis Suparintendont Reuter and Nichols and

daerillne wiieher or not the 1500 ])eta'oit Police, that we could have on

the streets &ao one Itive; tio.350-400 State PoIice, and as our peak

Nati onal1 Guar clc un riti ln~t wh on the y rr Ivec- a - ad wo kknow ih

wotildn't arrive. watl some tit-e Monaay, 4, 000. Whether wo could
deal with Vho situation with a force just short or 6, 000 men.

They wont'down and commenced that sttdy. About 15 minuttes later

I joined thom and they had ai'rived at the conclus ion that it could not be

dealt within by Lhc. local and Michtgank personnel. They hasd formed the

judgm-ent that they needed 3, 000 additionall meon. I zcvlowed the figure&~

with thein and sakld now we've got to be on the safe side. We have. to

61
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m nak e surt Nwe got enough mon so wo can contain this thing, so we
V/l~.can keep this thing from getting any further out of hiad,

-So I recommended that we increase that £igitive to 5 4.0 001 wfich
we did. ' We then wvntback to Gerardert's office and shortly after the

Q~k~ * . Mayor ;Wd Colonel- Davids j9ined us. We reviewed tht.se figures with
the Mayor and Colonel Davids and they agreed that we needed the

~; ~ . addit-onal 5, 000 men and that wo should therefore seek Federal

. Athat oin, th lvayor and Gorardcn left the room, and in

x~I~ looking £3 them I found them in the room that was occupied by the
Cormziilsioner and the Mayor was talking to the Vice President in

Minncapolip about the situation and our needs. Ile afiked mi-o f I
wanted to talk tW the Vice President, who was in hlinncap 11s, and

I said I did and I talkcd. to him, too. He told both/of us that if vwe-felt
ve rnoeded Federal assistance that at ,ht hour f the nig hi. we. sbouId.
call the hite Hotioe arnd ask for the Attorney Yieneral, that the Attorney
General a thie. member of the Executive rnh.

surh requests at that time-of 4ay. The Mayor then put in a call. for
*Atory General Clark, now this was shortyboe30.li tkd
to Win briefly trnd thon I talked to im. I reviewed the analysis we had

mnade of t16 situa4on, tho scope of tha rdot, theo magnfide or tho looting,
thc fires, and our coiiclusioa that wo could not contro the situation with

*. certainty vith them-men we had available and the rcforo V wanted Federal

asistDanceg Pv a's soon as we culd get themn

TboAttrm Goe'a a that time svggested ta Igvevrycreu

YAW ', .c onsidoration to this request because it represented a precedent. H1. also
SaiJl that-the last time Federal troops had been a~ked for war, when they
wetre. asled into Michigaa in. 19413 and he thought we ought tW be very sure

of what vie were doing. I assured him we were, and J then asked im if
my oral request waS enough to get the troops, cand I Was todb itat

7'T > ho lidn'L nced anylling other than mny oral request,

Shorty -after 3:00 we decided to hold a press conference, which I
-thinkc somce of you were at, where Mayor Cavanaugh and I reported to
you.-that. we bad reque sted Fede ral tr o~ps. Du r ing that Pre8Ss coffee nce

-. ieccve~Aa pleini~ctingli S~xby mloial Ca-k was On the line
aad. wanted to tl i- -io o o IlI recall. left the press Con-

fC'ec ldwCand tokth Attornoy General'sa call.
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mtter againi with Gencral Simmoils sitting in, and he a reed with us

thlat wo needed thesot Fedoral troopsI thiLS Conversation he discusse.-d
the nun-mber aad h as Indicated at that timc, that lic not only needed a
writtc-n reqquest, but he tq n.ecA ..d.xItem.=c-aqjuo-. ~ i ct i
wve had an insurrection thd at, MsOuit of control. I told bim that I was in
nio position to indicate wji complete certaitity that with the arrival or
th National Guar~d, we couldn't control the situation, buit thaLgw o
us bolievo-d we could and the reason we had rquested Foderal tr.oops

O 1 '4 ....

* . . .F-

In this call he 6rald two things, No. 1, that an oral request
would not'be oogh, 1,y1~ thv ar~ xqet No, 2,
that ice.my talk with hiffi he had talkgod vtth Commandingy
General o isor- somelthilig like that .sI'

rcaio tjfl~c .- and that Gorkeral Matookis had talked wia-, General
Sinnimozs, 'Who by Ilint time was in Detroit, General. Sinumoas being
the Commmiding General of the National Guard- - as wo decided to
mobllizc'the full Guard, he canie down anel took command from
Moorc - - and that:_Gon aral Simnions had indLcated toGneatMoocs
thti i pno ecudhnl h riot without Federal troops. On

tht:assI told he torgGchv 1ouldlgat into the matter further.
I did not withdraw y oral reque St. Itlatta u~1 ~4i~~~ r

fuxthcr and I would calt'hin back,

I then came back into tho press conference, as you will recall,
* and said that as re'su.l of uneoctocl devooprnents It would be &nece.9-

.ary to Teeovduate the request -for the National Guard. Wol'lowing the
Press Confercnce wo proceeded to assemble all of those Who had been
in .oz thc original discussions and. I called General Simmvons and asked

* him- to corno from his Headquartors at the Arrni.ory down to thq Police
* Headquarter6 because, afterall, be. put some sand in the process by

indicating a view con 'tr ary to the. view of local oand state officials who
were actually in command,

It took a little while for hin.-to get there. After he got there,
it took'some thne fo discuss the whole situation again and~to determilse-

whether or niot Genoral Sin-u-ons aoreec1 with the -rest of us that. we
necdoed ecral troops, and ho agreed after bo got all the inforrmatiai

* that we needed Federal troops,* Now, by thaen, it was aftcr 5:00 and

-1 called the. Attorney General'ancl inicated that wc hadre1rviewved the
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* was because WO wa.11tedi to be sui'e Vwe had exiough forces torrovent

thi8 thii~g t ionA g l oit o40[ .oilt; L1j hat if e lia& to N ait. v ntW theg

V'Sy T 01 toC. of c.lt"O --~t 'c'~t Atoe wed 1 i c ~nch vovrXpec

maIt i Ci l oeal %~th. tai v'e omIC1 ve adeciaa .orsoviel to a

m~iith it at a t , tae i t Io.

e cjj ho lV t xlent. Itd the irpxL- s 91 n pc,,ronaly than h

Mnr~ii~g orc o a. p itical. rqet tni a tczal request, every-

* ~ ~ ng c~t 6.re th backgroic1.r to that point. goverhelessIL

todWn1WeW Okidr) i tIO SL arid 1e in fur thox toc vi wth

1411-. WO themCi~ tifl\ed ou'r iamssioris bovt reqtioestimg Feclral

* troI~$afl c~e~i&d totc. another touar OtheciLy, Cava&a h &rcl MiAe.

-04c -4)& aLMIr itLS tolivpflo( 'RLty to hiave pfr mic .H;Arrnfl pre

*pare tli'air sp~aaLte drafts or'a vi'c4aosL or Fodorki troops ..

C Oil 03r ctvXrno I took the two dv~fts theoy had~vaparCd and 1pro-

paa< ho. kAlegraph iai- wai semto t1e Attorii~Yo7 aiieval]that morning

mid I ca1cci him 5 OMO'ere 'bctmvceii 7: 00 arid S; 0, a 6 7 recall it, and

.1 ~ea h~n~ eis fi ra1 tIoi, i mwhicli I rCco-mmene.-Ci~ tlx'e f ndinsgo

F6oderal Uro )z and &pCIlcd CV of tb Mo~~E CIC a E C ; S~1

t 032tirC:00 I IC? In .1.1scaciOZ f WeC a.1 L'ooS. 11cidOenta1y, illth~e

* tti W*1~~~ LOus, I 1ncv lie v6a1 i cns into a ~wI~itie Priet,

1(a niacl. tbic pefe~cty clea,

*GvrWO oht y i.r v ins ?

an& . 'OODa C-Call. its right ilX CthatL aiea. t A106 I C1 rearni ahi I

t-xis tte e r~myi l e ti .'atd i t wa Snt ad Or c3vatea and again. we Mad a

ry j&fl d iiu4i~l aioi vhr( h%.~~cgon ova ituit3fb

thing was coxA: .of C ajria jj~jI would certify that me- had an jmsuryacliofl

that a : 5 oa r .Finally, as e. t OfthatL egth discuBsfl.

lie fidic~at <i ht if it-istaad of re commle 1<k t I votid. 10 uxe St and ira-

mcate C1at t Oro vas T ~t f oIsbe x abe t cnt r .
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Sol indicated vie viotxd go to work on that, which we did, We
proparcd another tolegrain, which was* thea n.d telegvamt, amncl hon

I aled1ir~back, whici~ as I recall it wav elin eween, 9:00
and 9:30'. 1 rea4 him tbo Z2nd tologram v'hich vas addressed Whim.rn
lo .. said jtle"e mS 11s1ould be a&ddressed to ilia Pre;Ldeat, "but

1'. !"" aeno other conimo~nt on tlh- ttegrarn 'to indicate n iaeuCy

i, VFNow (IL~sifirst tclcgrar vias a prvty Lengthpyo. We had a single

..stonograpbe2r in the office, She's not a v4~y fast typist and she took an~
got the aeond one out until,wo kot the first, one out. That del~tyed tho

. . inodina~tly n~t~ne lr typin that irteli~a Znd wloraco utn
V, tolgra~as getting off a good dexl, incuigte~dtlgar.~i

- any evenat, we uent the Z2nd telegxarn sometime &.3shortly before 10: 00.

.The. nekt thing I bad,., was a c~)1rmteA~rc~nr1a
IT home. iI wont hoie to ge't lunch and he 'called me thercabout'noonl

and he read mo the. tologramn tho Proesident bad s eat irt reply to my
tolcogran-Aearlier, in. which hce indicated they were responding to my

*, request aricd sending troops and. that lie was appointing Cyras Vance
elk rl.1.1as Assistaht to tho Secretal>' of Defense to represent lWlm in the
I., iratter &Wd that le would cc -oand confer with us.

The A ttorney Ce no rat then put Soecre (ary Vance oen.the tle phone.
AA~I!Secretary Vance incilcateci he was leaviiig Tasblngton right thecn and

he wotild be in there in an hour and ono hal~f at Selfridge FiclcI. That
~ meant ho -would bo at Sel~:idge Field at 1:30, so after Nvc hung up, I

inintodately called and arranged to have .11 tha key per sokinel, city
and statc, there, at 2:00- :15. I got down there about ZO0O. Most of

*thorn were tore, We vatecl for quite a -whjle and checked -with
Soifridge Field and tliey hadalt arrived. thcn Suggestedc* that.-

,JjCavanaugh Wasn't tbore by that tirn~e - tcs estcd tat via begin
.1"T ,vto d soe Llannng urslvec tht tp to that: point %ve had been

rsond;ingtom1POts of fires or arson or sniping on a spot basis,
* an so la ou ~ai 0 ocs odo somethin. about it, and iAthought

* Wo Oughlt to have a WelO gnzdpan to deal 1-norc effectively wth *-

':4, vw * *

th wol atotin

-- .1
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lly continued)
* ~~The0 night before Wo had learned in nfeto wiht fxfighters tivat, by assigning a Cowa-elaw enfor~enlent personnel directly* *1 ,, 'tolth Fire DOPartinent they oer better able to protect theii- fire-men. o Ipaid firoV we ought to set' aside a certalix flurlberofnoC*i~to be under tho smado h ire Departlneit so they 'canwr~ ii* iht~Fto eai--in'- had the Chief and the Conm-issionorKthe re and worked. oLt an unde ra nding of how amany meL%1th e y rfo Odo d

TheKI sugge~tcd that we deterniine owmiyenewod
need throughout the city to give. reasonable protecltiontatid be ab)et~ "~i C znovO quickly, adhow many wo sho~ulrot,-til to bo assignecd on a.spo tskf~rce bs. lBefore Vance arriveid w had work~edou""I' *Some plans of tihis typo.

(4~~~ Vanco arrived at slrridgo I ield about 3:07. lieodo ntthPolice.Headga rs 5 o t4a .W r~et~ ycnc'~ ihhm
Heb indicated to us that he didn't Nyant to pu thde troops c h tetHie indicated to us that le. didti't walt to bring the troops from Selfridge

%~ {; V.Fied to the.Pairgroun.
1 li e didn't want to bring them into Detroiti l becaus~ehe thoughL I wul1d bebet'ter If we would han i i thou t

. Federal troops.

colTheMayor and I agaUiincicatd to hra oc~ul swaweCould got them,- and wo wvantedl them as soon ay 3we 'o01d-&athe nk. Hei adhcerod to his position. I then said to hirn, "Mr. Secr'eta4ry,w oitNant ally difforcat CrVIeVionV Ovr~raacst o~u
* froin cttng thao ne ded edoral ssistan<, D ooune d any-further

oonn m y ar-to gt t t oPis -a 0De rult nd utneSre?
* Fe. said he did not nead any further action on rmy part, but hesaiddlie wanted, to jointly assess the situation 'to sec whether Liao situationcould tie handled wijthout bringing the Fe'daral, troops in.

Mayor Cavanattgh and I then took Socretary' Vance and Gene ralThI*Qcrnorton on a. tour of the city so they could sea first hand what.me were dealing with. While we had been wafting for the Secretary- and General Throckinortoii to arrive, a group'or Negro cjijizoi loaders.One of whom- was Congrensme
11 Dix (2), had asked to see rme and %

* oadn We wero tho two there atth time oc wot n ndtlo'
Gerahidem. Teyindicated that (ayiiduc 

t6Otalke1dL,1,

L.
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serveO with the law onforcenicnatpersonnel, they tl-otght Ws niyht be
helpfttl in qacllirig thesituation, Wu told. tlicin that we were on the
verge di 1h.viig 1Federal. troops con-ie in, aiid I lid been told by the
Attoirnoy Qre'aaLandI this w%&s one of the thing; lhe told n-e in those
eart.ioi' elophorie convcrsatioras, that as a rtle that if Choy cine in,
tily fo~ierali'hed the N~ational Gtaz4 and~ tooN over and took com-nand,

L. tbought we' oxght tco wa.t until the Sccxotary got tliore, So cre-tary
VaArCQ.beforei allswe ilig tl-xih request.

When ve got back Ifroni the tour of t~ho city-, the Secrota ry Iv-d
Ind.icatcd before ve .loft as a wiittor cof fact, that: lie want~ocl to n'iot
with this i i'gro group and iwv cnlarged it. V~e mett 'with 18 or ZO

*~ ~ v -Lr 1aesan itis meeting a.11 tae Negro leaCdTerse>CCCt tWO
* Ladicatod that they waftod the irtrope O the streets~ andI they yvatited.,

Vhern' Aght thon . Again theo SecrcL-ar17ind1icated Ydlila ier Cliat it might
be rhanled withoutt the Fa dcral troop s, Ve thon went, 1lto the pro 6s-
courercnco j It war. albot 8: 00o we rrnot wit]% you £&lLows.

N'ow--while ~ve 1ad beea ricling aroundaibe city viewing the dar-agce,
the Secicdary'tged the Mayor and ine t~o dro all we cotild to fricrease

tlio offodtiveneqs of cour ow~n effort an& to give some hopc to Cho cowt.
rnwrdty iinder the circurnstances by inidicati-ng that bV Munday nigit we
wvoal havo nmany am-e n on~ the street* that we: woald bo btc-r

" orgaidc to doeil Vwith. the siltiati&i, and so at that press corferolca
I LIed offawd I did vha- the Secrotaxyhad asked rme to do.

It )represcated no ncdification of thc request. for Fed~eral troops,
B-e hcrn adecI-is coiruncats &bokt boli ev ing vc cod& tlhanclle it ~it.1out
F'ederalI troops aai then the Mayor spoke. b. epeakin-g, theo Mayor m-ade
a very ainbiguotis sateinent the lizportaiace of wvhic1b I 4idn' t xcalizo
until after the press. coi ero~nco. Ire indicated tha-tlicwntcd the troops
there right iwa~y but there woere other gentleraen 'who diditlt noce ssa-r1Iy

* agrea with IOhat, position. I didn't realize xintil after t-1e press conference
* that somno of the mimb~ers of the press corps thought Oiat I had ta1~en

acoixtravy position thn that or tho. Mayor, Nothfig covld have bepen

* ~ r 1i press conCroncc, the Mayor' ard I want into thLe Secrotax-
ofiovt h Secrctaryr and Gonecxal Th oclinor ton aiid %w again (!!ad

vit 1m i to ptit th troops. on the street, to get therm into Solfridgcs Fiold,
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anc he -still1 adhered to his position ,

r ri the~n until about 9:30.1took the liaf-holirly x'corts; of
irmciakrnts anad the rrointing pict-tr 'e of ri~otiig, looctinlg, sniping,
bur'ning, into the Secretary a-ndGeneral Throcl1rorton twd us.oc
them to urge thorn to got the troops on the street. Vhi), the 9:30
rort canne in, it was )~ o the lia1.f hour, and General. Thcclwiortolf

came ~to DopmtLr Sx i eh t Nitols'Iorfice at tho satieme ~ntI r'

thero'ookiqt at thorn, and.1 said to Him, "Gecneral those figui'c. arc:
Idghar th~n lhey ~vere last might. We vIn got; to limvc tliose troops,"

So I then accompiniod Um~r back in~to the St-crotary's office - nd
d sasd itagain wvit1h thioSecretary. 7n this diocizgsloa I indicat~id

*thki, ' zo o xealizl to rthan i dci(dthat my T eating the troop[;
night be a fact:-o in the rcliictarce to coriit thorn, but thai t 'oht
I 'was tning'thco major risk in requeating Mahotroops anad r wantcsd
him -to knowj I wv~itecu thotyi.rcgardlesof to consecqmerrces to mei
pcrso~ally, that wev mt~loc tlaose tro<)f6. IKo askW rc to go ovex
in the. corner wh itiMirsef and C42-1 stoph-er, ate Departmoent Attoxney
Gene ral, and h-LQ then coaf onted me -with the qu esti on that P1ac1k (up. )
confroxitocl n~o vhiii tha mrorning~, "Are youi rea~y to certiy that youm

havAn in 5%r ecti an tlbut's. out of control ?

X-adI. c~(Yldalt cortify (that: because our 1"atierna.1,Cuarc was act.
.y-t colnpiidtcly on the Atvect. That. I tbought I dicln 't bpliave -we couId
toritrol it* thiat; w0 ieeded the 'edc2:a.1 troops, aadcias a iattcr of fact.
we haccl bI-te arguing Lo got tlicnv on the strectij leCore dar1 . V/W~e -ed
the Fodcral. toojps, we needed Virn~ urgently. Christofor spokc up and1
irdicalod that I aithe r hiad to cevtify tliai or I Lad to giva thorn f a to
indicate Lat wc Iviel to haveVC (hetroops. I sad, 111r.Secretlary aznd
Mr. Chri stofer, I gav6 fUie Atto~ney Cciaer&I the facts this 3nralnnj ia
a telegrarn. az-Ld*1. gave him the exa.ct r.ocjaet ho saidha had to liavc to
giv A$ th~e troops. Now, 'W mead tho troopo." And.L)eft.
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In antroopscato4 Sey fivor going to tce- t t roops ,the therstrt800.
IM1,

They ade n:ot Ye 6in. V o c~ orinthey ooit the trps onThe ret v

onthat thasunot 1th atperiod,3that they camGe 1ral
figuwasconerned tow E''E

an ia jrCAssistant Sacretary were inconstant' touch with the White House.,

I'd Mie to review a Lew of tho inconsiotonclos in what bas been

said about this chronology.r

1reCiscly asfc.hcdu1Cd1. ApproxinfliLtely 5,000 Fede'ral troops arc on "T, f

therway by ati lift to Detroit within a few hours. Mr. Vance, Lt.

Gciwral Sohn L. 'fhrockrtoniO and others were in Detroit and in.
coafeenCe* with Governor Romney b~y the iniddle of the afternoon.

Theirinta report wa that i tnehn appeaLred that the situation migtgn

be controlled without bringing the Fodara-.l troops from the Self-ridge

* ai-r B~s.into JDetroit, They therefore recommnn dt-i ha h

troops be nitindo 30-r lnute Alert ald they adviised that they ; ./S

and mie." The clear implication being that I h-ad joined the SecretaryE.Ey

Mid the General In thiii recomnrfdationa and thalthe~wre could be nothing i.

f~urther front h rt than that. That i a a ecomplcte and absolute

fw ~ Q~6O.l'f dqoton f wht ad happened.

Now, T have here the article by May, Frankel. Ile synti
says n ths ~ -E E!VEtJ

article, "Governor Romney's indecision for nearly ZO)\otirs about ~:~

the need 'for t roops, the relatively poor training and use of the National I
Chuard, otc. I Even If you don' know anything about what I have told

you, If you take a lookt at what was made public, the Assistant Secretary .

Of DefenIse lndlCited at a ptas~ conforonce~ at 8:.00 that he wasn't. going

- to c~omit tho troopr.. Now he indicated ina subsequent pre ss Conferolnce i) '

the foIlowlng clay that I happened to 
1alkj , I ditlwit\a

t~o takez place, bWt I happened to wcojlk into it -- that he decided not to Y%<

commi~ct the tro ops because thero was a divIded Viewpoint' on the part of

M qpF, INIl""PT4.1, F-,TRktlwqf-.T,7"r, I "Wirt 0,9 MF I Pot, -",M"Flmtv "N IIF I RM, .11 is I WINJOR q. M-l"Imp qw-W R IW F
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c onimnnI ty Ieade r . lie revit.wed tis convers~ations with nik, and the

Mayor' in.'tb aftmrooa and then. we Ymet with comnnunity leaders and
ho saifd there was a divided vicwpcint on the part of con*uit
loaders, indicating thore might hz.va boon a divided viewpoint on the
part of stte.an4 local officials 'a~ well as the Negro leAders wkth
w'hoi-f we motor Ther6'were only two Negro leaders who participated
In~ that one confoxrcncp "who didia't think the troops shotild be on the
&rec~l-mnendiatoly, and that l~eft an impy'ession that,. was erroneous,

~ :~> ** *. Now, as Frankel also said, "At no point during the crisis and
not,8since then bhavo the two men conferred directly by telephone."

4 IiAThe reason~ I didn't confer with the Preside nt by tolophone was
because Vico"Prosident Humphrey told %to we were to talk to the

A.Orney. Geeal and. the Attorney General told me 'he was handling * ~ :'

it-.WItho 14 Huo:Otherwi soe woldhave contacted. ihe
Pre.s ident.

The secondtelegramn didn't mneet thioir written -reqirement so

wec om'posed, I imeieI- the first one diclfltt, so we coinposod tbo
second, but thexewa nbcange in vicwpoint about the need for
troops and tho rjoed as fast as we could get. them-. t

0v

he*And it says oe in the 5th cotuinn, "At. 9:45 a. in. Romncy told *

teAttorney cneral hie had somei doubt about his ability to. contain
the riots. for another night and thought lie wo-kilci request Federal inter-

vninon that bals I had alcayrcques-ted them earlier than 3:00.
ByXD:45 just as Wostexii Union Paid ft was filing R~omney's inessage,
also signed by Democratic Mayor Cavanaugh" -- well, that.'s not ~ ~ <i

hnpoi'tant -- that particular part of the article,

Now, here's the staltement that at 7:00 McNamara called Vance.'3

41 Ho said 14s teamn felt. it %vas too early - - this is 7:00 in the evening,
.*"At 7:00 McNam'ara called Vaace, who &id his team felt it wvas too

early to comn-01~ the Army trcoops, that with many m~ove Guardsmen
and policemen on hand thazi tho night bc.,fore the sittatioa sc~ceed
tuidei* c ni rol, but thcre was sharp di sagrceament in the coniniuinity,

lie said. "1There were 2. negroos out of 18 or 20 and that's aMl "There,-
was 73.o dissent among the p, blic officials responsible fov the problems,
but.there waa sbarp ditiagroeoient In the commn-unity, he &aid, 'with.
the Go'erftwl? and most Michigan Congressmen opposi ng the use~ of ~ ~~

In.
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* FOLIOal troops at that rnore.t ard the Mayor and4 ot1Lers s tr ongy in~

Niayoi' Cavaiugh and I -,ver in agreeimert at all times, alld on~
Tiues~ay, Yvly 25, in his letter to the )?rcsicaent. the Mayor said,

"So woxild rnilte~ it appear th'at yoti ad I were bittecrly divided on~
thatl; 1o".- thatis talking about his posi~toa a-nd the ?rcsiclernt'

Ith o s o &arc 3)ot th e fact s, That i a -not tli(c, t uth. Oa thie VOL ai 5o f, the
*inoativy) which. E have. from pc'.rsonat cobervation. aan rtensive
intelligence, I felt tliat the tuse of Federxl troops 'was nece s axyvian

s upporl~d Govern~or Romnuey in his roqu~est.

V bvjW) ioeroris over £ced1'mg stiff out of L11e Whte IOLxset6

dictating tiv~t Uhere was 6harp divagrcetract it the on02Tnflnity which.
is not true.,W'hat: I lizvo. always saidI ip subs tatitial unanirnit)r ex)ht04
wiielv you Set 900 of th~e P0O.Ple wa) itiin - parttcular, covrre of &ctiorn,

*You have Subztgtal unanimi~ty. - Jhat Is what you liad in~ thec Negro
comnrity. antd you lc cmiplto tznaiinity on 6oh part of statc and

*local officials,

"1Shrp disagrornieat in t~e cornunw.iit, "he ~said.,"vith the
Governor and -post chigarnCorig xe s 6se Opo~sing the use of Fie& ral
troops Pa tlnz t 1111.114t and i taMayor zaa otliers strongly il l fvQX.
One of the two wrho said~ they %verc w iig to leave Lt vj) to Vance was
a, WMij~u.n ongressinan. Only one4a

V'ow a foxuith poit, it says 1ec,"T[he Overrnor, according to
Whit&I'Hour~c reports dcrlbed tia q~tuat.-ionas 1loperul, b-ttt 2Zc-- Mayor
disagreed. Vance lirivately fincling Uiv Co'iemor vcary cagey noted
p ~tbtcly-t-iat Ronecy was not thon reqvesting rcder&I troops." 1
a evor ceawld hc nding himt for Foderat troopl), or Attolrney Ga-nora

* CtarU, and through tlicav the Wh~ite floUBOa, becaursot tey were ropro -
snngtho Pcosenat,

* 'Aboxit.9;OO prm. Vance told the Pre-sictent be ctltl favorcdre straint
eL'nd foulld t~ja incidfaat 3,-ate risillZ and planine4 anothe x p(juck re conjaia1!xi-CcP..

TIhere Nyis*a fifthA point In 1iare, "Ronanely xwa s id t6 be e:KPressii.q
clN'gaa by the. aWi.Ity to control evaits. " This was supposed to be

after 10,,00. "R )raey Was said to 1$o cxPressing do~txtga-in %LDI'.t his

(

32

AS

[S.

L~)~ to 'Ih1~2S ;~s~

!,or' 1~3 ?~

Y'rIM A

Wcera Rom'*ity ki in, c l)-

Ali-
6iwL-l-,ll.i

t lx

Ig

ix.

fly.

* .,, *

7V rA

Si

I .V'



1

-Fort

4 ,

IN

t 5

t~o OWH 3' OU

M~r Richard O~

(Governor Romney contLnucd) .14.

I have already covered the picture £rorn that staindpoint Now,

thoro is ono otiey point that may have some relevance in. the revle~w

of this record at som~e later date -and that is this.

In m~y discuaslons with Attorney Goneral Clark, I did not raise

* thcecqustion of ilia impact on insurance policies in Mvichigan of

ascertaining wo had an insurrctiori out of control, I didn't learn of

that until early In the ifteraoon. When Secretary Vance, Genqral

* Throcknoxton, -the Mayor, anid I weni on the suirvey of the city after

*)As arrival, I told hlrrt that if' we if and when he decided to bring

the trQops into the city, I hoped hie would keep in mind the fact he

would n1ullify most insurance polices in tho Stato of ,Michigan if he

did it-on the baris of an insurrection 6ut of control.' I did not lnowv

of Oftat factor e::= earlier. (Next two or three sentences garbled

and unable to be transcribed.)
* I'll bo glad to answer questions.

Qu~eatiofl Goveriaor Romney, do you believe that t'roopu wcre

kept out of Detroit that first evening for political reasons?

Governor Romnney; I think the Presidlent of the United Stalva

played politics in a period at tragedy arid riot.

Que on To protoct the' eat Society or diflbarrass you?

G;ovonIIOr Romnney: you'll have to ask him,

*Qustion:* ,. .that first spocho Govornor?.

*Govcrnor Romacy: I ha,-Ven't diEcusse0d the -tWO spechIes. As a

:ttr of fact, if y'u Nvill talke a look at the record. I have just reported,

in the two *paeclios I think yott will find tho second one a very excellent

inictment~ of the first,

Question: Yqu're talking about the President's speeches?

* Governor IRomney: Yes, I think you will find his Second speech

a coniplao j ncictxncnt of the first and the record of wbat bapponed.

Question; Abott playng ol~tc&,carL you support that a little
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(C ovornol omn oy:thnu tee toreyGnealb 1a5. nss

on this certificatoit that we had an Insurrection, that It was out of

NI*V, cortrbl 'and didn't seem to bo particuiary in'upressed with the fact

that we nooded the troops to keep the situatloa from getting out of

Quo a t Ioa: Coveorrie, d o yott fool the Doemoc ratic May%?r Ciavaiiaugh V-,
~ * .**agrood with -you? .

J.', Governor Ron'uicy: I don't know. In any event, In his letter to
the Preident he indicated that hie WILS supporting my requeat for the-

Fecdoral troops. I indicated ~ let me cover another' part of the record.

Some of you recall that press conference where he indicated that
*.sone thr g emon miight not agreed with him. Now the next morn

ing we h~a joit press conforonco the Secretary, the Mayor, and
met *In the course of that press conference the Mayor Indicated that.
lie wanted -- hi regretted having to do so, buttlhe wanted to say some-
thing to corrctS the record, NoI.proceedled to discuss the fact of his .A

consistent request. for Federal troops on the street, and when he coni-
chided. I said jidcicted that in light of the Mayor's remarks, I felt I

should say xomcthbig to correct the record, %n I Proceede-d to indicate~
that at no time bad I bad &rny other position than ouir tieedT for- troops is

yao-asWecould got them.

) . 1 ~had soon the evening before iia Doc Green's columnn -- some- *~~

S4tbi e a particular cclunis is tend to be quite revealing . that Sorry
cava4Lcxtratodthese additional troops from Vice President

lHurryhray late last evenbing.

Question: During throught this whole period of thne, did you

. . have T.hrockmorton there on your staff, prooent?ine.-

C ovornor Romney: Yest, I wag ma~idig the se calls i .pre noa
~j~2~pj ' ~ of e th heo unp'ry& 1 ade 1xi 1fie px' ience of Comn-dssioner.

Gerardon, the Mayor, and Colonel. Davis. The second call, from ClarR
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sorno instances, the Mayor, in some Instances, 'Colonel
pro asOnt.

16.

Davis was

Otto * tlox: Fad Fecaraltroops miovod In earlier, that would ha~xve
nmado it Monday afternoon. Do you think Thoi destruction of Monday
night -ad. Tuesday morning would have been halted?

Governoxr Iornnciy: I think it would have made a difference, I
Abdicated in my first telegram, raftor citing all the damage the I,rst
d&y. "All this has occurred in just. ono day and the cxper'iencc of
slrilr oxxtbreaks in, other parts of the country, most notably Los
An~coles, Watts aiid Newarli, idicates that they-are rarely limited
to ix period of one day anid night. It. is (tie unanimous judgment-of stata
and local qficia a, and The -.7ichIan railitary t-st~blishment that our
situation mnay continue t lest thvoxigh tonight."

Quesion: Do you feel the rncnticia maide of your inability to
control a-riot-was partisan politics?

* Governor Romney: You. mean the President? -Well, again, I'll
let you bo the judge against tho chronological record of what Look place.

Question: What vas the determidnation as to where the troops
s hould'bo sent? Most of the violence was On -the We st Side.

* * Govo 'rnor Romney: I have no crit ici sm of the doploynionto f the
Federal troops after they arrived. When Goaera] 'rhrockrnorton and
Secretary Vance arrived Monday afternoon and Monday evening, the
V ialknc w~m sp)eadiiig to the E ast Sidg. Tito destx~ctio had bheorn so
great tOn the West Side that tbo view Nva.9 expressed by sevo~ral ithat the
pr~bability was that, tho action would be greater on the, Eas;t Side than

* on tho West Side, and in my opinion that is why they put the Federal
troops on the East' Side. I don't fault thera In aliy way iar~ ~poct to
their doployn-iont. I think based on thc inrermatioL tbey had at thlat.
time-and. the indicated direction of things, that that was the place where
it looked like, the action would be..

Question: Do you ) ave an..y icica of whom the Pxesijdcnt was
appraised of the situatioa?

Ciovcraor Romney: I don't have anything except this Fralikel
article an-cl tbat says he was appraised of it at 3:30 in the morning,,'
I kn'owtheo Attorney Gcmneral was in conatac-ct %vlthimtn early. I talked
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him then or wh~etber lie waited until1 our second call which was just '*

after 3030. It saye in here, "Hea first learned of it just f roin the FBI."
I can't answer that with certainty.

*41 I

Question: How do you feel that the hesitancoo of Secretary Vance ~ I

putting thc troops on thic stroat will do to his own ovaluation or do ~ :.
to-hi.. tiput to the White House?

Governor Ronney: I h-ave no way of knowing with portaity, but
I know ho was in rogular contact with the President.

t, 4 Question: (U11lntehligible)

Govern-or Ronuiay: 1.cdon't think. there is any quo s fon but that it
*we had F edor4l troops on the otreets before dark Monday that itad
have had A e ffcct. Thoy cdidalt got on the streets until 4ffd6r Z:00.* We
raado evory effort to get out National Guard people on the atrects before .

dark becauve of the effect it would hae "J :

Q1u6aMion: Governor, did the fact that the Federal Govornincnt

offored Fedearal troops to Dem~ocratic Coveracor of Now Zersey without
-hi's 1--quest Influonco you in your oplaon, that this was a political . "1 l

- Grveraoxo. Romne~y: I didn't honaqstly kniow that when I was dealing ~
wih h~ ~taton olylered of its afterwards. I think it stands in -ii

'V . iarked contrast to what happened in Micbigan.

Qucttation: Does that reinforco your feeling on this? -el

Governor Romney: I'll leave that up to the judgment of any in- .

dividlual with any degree of. conimoa sense.

Question: Governor Romney, before you m-ade your first plea a'-

for F federal. troops, would you have handled the situation any differently .>
if this sliould happen again? Do you think you possibly could handle it

* *. bcfore calling for Federal troops?

ifIP( overnor Rloney: You rni the local and state aspects? 1havea't 1'

boot%. 4iscussh-S thtat and Vrn not going to get into ithat here. * 4',
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.(Goverr~or Romney -contnued)

Quoasion: How much delay war, thore in deploying the
troops in Detroit?

rt cdo ra.1

Governor Romancy: We could have hatd the Feder~al troops on
tho tropt by'6:30 - 7:00 insea~d of Z:00 a.m. in the morning.

Question-, Governor, arc you ruling out the possibility that it was
who1inest error In judgd--int on the part of the White House?

G.vrnor Romn'ey: Well, le-t me say
horror in judgment, thc, Prosident certainly
that. ai3ht to. thoen rican, people,

thiz, t~ if It wvas an lione at
ovor- reacted in his spc.ec'h
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

4 August 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LARRY LEVINSON
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Inquiry on 1943 Detroit Ra ce Riot

The following information was extracted from "The Detroit
Race Riot - A Study in Violence", by Robert Shogan and Tom Craig.
Chilton Book Publishers 1964.

20 Jun 1943

21 Jun 1943

1400-2300

2300-0900
0940

1100

Buildup of tension and incidents.

Riot - police trying to control.

Detroit Mayor Jeffries to Michigan
Governor Kelly requesting aid in
controlling riots.

Governor Kelly talked to 6th Svc
Cmd in Chicago (Maj. Gen.
Aurand) about requesting federal
troops.

(Aurand alerted troops and moved MP Bn from
Custer to River Rouge. Gen. Guthner was sent
to Detroit to take command in the -event the
Governor formally requested federal troops.)

1100-2125

1800

2000

Legal discussion and riots continued.
Confusion existed as to procedure
for requesting and furnishing
federal troops.

Governor Kelly alerted the State
militia.

Governor Kelly called the State
militia. Of 2000 supposedly
available, only 32 were actually
available; therefore, no state
militia was actually committed.



-UBJECT: Inquiry on 1943 Detroit Race Riot

2125 Governor formally requested Gen.
Aurand to use federal troops.

2125 Gen. Aurand ordered Guthner to
s end the MP Bus into action.

2355 Governor Kelly officially requested
the President for use of federal
troops. At the same time the
President signed the Proclamation
and Gen. Guthner issued the Proc-
lamation. (By 2355 federal troops
already had the situation under
control.)

Note that in this instance the federal troops were employed
2 1/2 hours prior to the Presidential Proclamation, but 10 1/2 hours
after Governor Kelly first requested them. Governor Kelly thought
he had done all he needed to do at 11-:00 a. m. , but General Aurand
was waiting for the Governor to make his request directly to the
President. A misunderstanding as to the requirement for martial
law contributed to the delay. When Governor Kelly announced to
General Aurand that he was making an official request to the President,
General Aurand committed federal troops without waiting for the
Pr esident to sign the Proclamation.

Hoeti nsesyu iqiy f opesecl ea

OX 7 6806

EO-G -BS

' Coloel, G

Military A sistant OUS
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U. S. DEPARI MENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

AUG 8 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Interviews with 496 Negro Men Arrested in the Detroit Riot.

Four hundred and ninety-six Negro men arrested in the Detroit riot
were interviewed (by interviewers using a previously prepared ques.
tiormaire) before they were released. The questionnaires have been
reviewed, the answers tabulated, and the attached report prepared,
under for ced draft.

This report is dangerous, in its present form. The data are being
carefully analyzed. I am satisfied, however, that the present form
of the report is reliable enough, to be significant and to require
consideration.

I propose to transmit the report, unless you have different advice, to
Governor Kerner and David Ginsburg. It will be hard to keep it con-
fidential. At least 25 people have worked on it..- including a private

group (Behavior Research Institute of Detroit) which had started the
interviewing before we picked up the project,' (They did all of the
interviewing; our Manpower Administration people have done Lthe tabu-
lation and preliminary summarization,) The present copies are all
marked under control so far.

Here are some of the clearest indications from this preliminary report
(referring to the 496 interviewees all Negroes as the rioters)

1. Most of the rioters were in their twenties or early
thirties; only 20%/ were under 20; about 20%0 were

over 35.

2, Four out of five of the rioters had jobs and were
working at the time of the riot.
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More than half of those working were earning
more than $110 a week, The largest grouping
(almost one-third) were earning between $120
and $150 a week.

But most of the employed group reported that
they had been out of work at some time during
the past year.

The evidence is incomplete on whether the 20%
not working (which is a high unemployment rate)
were or were not trying to get work,

3. Those over 25 had more years of education than the general
Negro population of the same age group.

4. Asked "What do you think caused this trouble in Delroit??"

101 answered "police brutality".

66 answered in terms of tensions and frustrations
resulting from Ncgroesl efforts to gain equality.

65 said they didn't know. 4

20 said lack of job opportunities,

17 said poor housing conditions.

17 said "outside agitators. "

5. A smaller group (157 of the 496 total) were asked about
their military experience.

* About 1 in 4 said they had served in tire Armed
Forces. (But these answers are suspect.)

* Only 1 of the 157 was a Viet Nam veteran.
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6, About half said they were in debt.

* Three-fourths of these said their debts
were for back rent or medical expenses or both.

* Half of the reported indebtedness was under
$200. Twenty-five percent was $200 to $500.

7. There is considerable evidence of over-crowded housing.
The average number of persons per household is over 5.
About 12% live in houses with 8 or more.

8. Asked whether they thought conditions in Detroit for
themselves and Negroes in general had become better,
worse, or had stayed about the same in the last few
year s:

1-- 53%: "have become better".

0*0 25%: "stayed about the same".

&04 22%: "have gotten worse".

9. Asked who was their favorite Negro leader, 363 answered:

-4vKing 178

-. Carmichael 52

-- Powell 24

Muhammed Ali 21

-- Malcolm X 20

Elijah Muhammed 12

-- Other



4

10. Four out of five had lived in Detroit five years or
more. Over half were born in the Deep South or
in the Border States.

11. One out of six had participated in a Federal training
or poverty program.

There is a great deal of additional information in the 496 questionnaires.
This is being analyzed. I will keep you informed.

Willard Wirtz
Secretary of Labor

Attachment
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I INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

This study of 496 Negro men arrested during the July 1967 riot in Detroit was
undertaken in order to find out more about the people against whom charges had been
placed. Information was collected on the characteristics of the prisoners, their eco-
nomic and personal status, their views as to the causes of the riot, their involvement
in the communicative aspects of the riot, and their ranking of Negro leaders.

The findings reveal that the prisoners over the age of 25 had attained higher
levels of education than the general Negro population of the same age group. Four
out of 5 had jobs and more than half earned at least $110 a week. Most of the pris-
oners thought that conditions for themselves as well as for other Negroes had improved
in recent years.

The majority of the prisoners appear to live in overcrowded housing. Nearly
half of those over 25 were not "heads of families.

The most prevalent reason given by the prisoners as a cause of the riot was "po-
lice 'rutality. " Almost 50 percent of the men indicated that their favorite Negro
leader was Martin Luther King.

About 1 in 4 of the 157 prisoners who reported on their military experience had
served in the Armed Forces. Only one mon was a Vietnam veteran.

About half of the 157 prisoners reporting on their indebtedness status indicated
tha' they were in debt. Three--fourths of those in debt owed for back rent or medical
experses. Almost 50 percent of those in debt owed under $200. Twenty--five percent
owed between $200 and $500.
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FOUR OUT
HALF

OF FIVE OF THE PRISONERS HAD JOBS:
OF THEM EARNED MORE THAN $ 110 A

MORE THAN
WEEK

More than half of the employed prisoners had jobs which paid more
than $110 a week. This equaled the average wage in manufacturing for
the Nation as a whole, but was below the approximate $150 per week
earned by the average factory worker in the Detroit area. Even the em-
ployed youngsters (both the 16- i 19 -year olds and those 20 to 24)
averaged between $80 and $100 pe, week. Two oLt of 3 of the teenagers
and 3 out of 4 of the men in their early twenties reported they were work-
ing.

Unemployment (22 percent) was nevertheless high--about five times
higher than the unemployment rate (about 4.5 percent) for the entire
Detroit metropolitan area. Unemployment was highest among the teen-
aer: thoughh the 1 out of 3 jobless may have been overstated because
some of these youngsters were presumablY :t;!! ttenoing school). Unem-
ployment was not much lower for the 20- to 24 -year olds (27 percent com-
:Xired to 33 percent for the teenagers) even though, nationally, unemploy-
menf rates among Negroes tend to drop off viy shar!y between the teen
ict and the early twenties. The drop in ratEs Omon she group surveyed

occurred among those over 25, among whom unemployment averaged
about 15 percent.
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Th'o4oync nt S~atus -nJ Salary

characteristics :lotal :2-
Undr20 Under 16 16-4, . 25- .25-29 . 30-44 : 4

Total

Employment status
employed .......

Not eployd. . .
NoL reported...

Hob employed

Salary
tJnder 0.......
41-60..........
61-o..........
81-100I.......**
101-lau........
121-150........
151-200.........
Over 200.......
Not rep~or-tedl...

91 . 127

383
107

6

33.0

,16

(50.0) 32.6 27.2

276

231
'3

15.7

112

12.5

15
28
4o
'IC76
1"7

138

22
2

16.2 26.9

p

018
17
19
33

12

22
22

-~

-
-~ -** 

~;* ~* -*--~4~

Selected

21.8

80
113

28

Age

v q


