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We spesk hs interested and very concerned citizens to the serious probles
of relaticnships in Detroit between the Police Department and the comsunity it
SErves.

While our views are expressed as those of individuals, most of us are organization-
ally sctive and have some perception of sentiments and attitudes in wider circles.

All of us, in endorsing this statement, share the common goal of restoring a sense

of balance and perspective to our public discussion of this troubling probles.

In point of historical fact, our observations will add nothing nev to the dimensions
of this discussion. To a large measure, wve are reitersting that vhich has been said
before in various reports, comsents, analyses and editorial opinions. It is ap-
propriate at this time, however, to give our vievs public expression, because many
who would stherwise spesk in similar terms feel themselves intimidated or their
volees unheard smong the strident tones of those representing the extremes of the
issue.

There is, therefore, another volce yet to be heard. We believe it to ‘I:lnih volce
of the overvhelming mumber of residents of the Detroit area who 'Iﬂl'- wothing
than to enjoy pesceful neighborhoods, safe streets, and the oppc ity t

their families in a secure environment. It is self evident that
achieved by the demsgogery of the extremists or by the posturing of opportun
or will it be achieved by & systemstic dismantling of the Police Deps =
the =indless response of individual officers to admittedly aifficult s

The time is perhaps once more upon us to repest that which “ 1.__|._ :
regarded as sxiomatic that effective police work has its m 1
ation with the comsunity. When police and citizens -t_ _' . _."r_* 7 _-_ !
and become real partners, it is the comsunity, and the _:_‘.-5'
will be the vinner. : us ]

We are persusded that in individual instances, mesbers of the Detrs
Departzent have been guilty of excessive conduct, of Ihﬂ. '

and invasion of privacy. We are similarly persuaded that th
officer is made vastly more difficult by all too ]ﬂ'l'lﬂlﬁ
mistrust, wmdwﬂmﬂmwm
sttitudes and patterns of behavior is complementary, one &
upon the other. Unchecked and uncontrolled, they will inevita:

frontation rather than to resclution.
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The shouting, the criticisms and counter criticisms, the demands and the refutations,

do not substitute for the hard thinking and the harder work imvolved in the cementing
of police-community relations. We pledge cur own efforts, and vhatever influence we
have among our respective groups, to the engendering of the respect properly due those
who enforce the laws which protect us all, and to the police calling as a profession.

We see the home, the school, our congregations of worship, our organizations, as among
those institutions which must take this responsibility seriously.

Fl!ﬂl"-!'!@ﬂﬂthtlﬂlintthntwhichinmﬂnp:ﬂtﬂ:mhdhlullnﬂﬂiﬂm-
speedy, hﬂﬂﬂtﬂdwlﬂfhlinﬂlnenfmmm. The assurance must be firm that
citizen complaints will be handled within a procedure that is clearly understood by
end has the confidence of the public; thst complaints will be investigated thoroughly,
and acted upon immediately with accuraste public disclosure. Kon-police personmel ,
drewn from institutional and individusl sources, and available on an around the clock
basis, may be useful in certain crisis intervention situations. We suggest the em-
ployment of this resource as a routine of regular police practice.

Our statement is made in full confidence that the administration of this
the leaders of our Police Department, desire and will strive for
highly professionsl service to the people of Detroit. Given th
given this degree of competence, there can be no question of citizen
financial and otherwise, of the police of our city.

The process we visualize and the task shead of us are not un ate
can be successful with only the Police
action. They must be suthentically cooperstive. It is to this ob
=ust address ourselves. The value at lt.lk-uu:ﬂ.dnn"nﬂ.'l. be
and unity of our city; the alternative could be an unt

As concerned citizems, we offer every assistance possible 5
those who are sggrieved with those in suthority who can act u
It is only through the effort to achieve greater unde:

achieve the greater stability of our city.
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The STRESS (Stop The Robberies,
was designed primarily to combat
robberies in the City of Detroit.
the middle of January, 1971.

Enjoy Safe Streets) program
an increasing number of street
It became functiecnal during

Robbery totals for pre-STRESS 1970

1272 areas follows:

EOIQ oiin win me 23,008
1971 . . . . . . . 20,750
’ 1972 v w % s = » L8;160

Comparisons for the

implementation of STRESS
show:

1970 1971 1972 e
October 2 IV 1,868 1,555 _{F
November 2.318 1,752 1,366 - '
Decenber 2.203 1,914 1,362

Comparison of robberies during the first month in whic
not yet fully effective with the sazme month. the fullnw1ng

three months immediately preceding the
with similar months the following two rears . -

2nd post STRESS 1971 and

1971 1972 1973 S
January Z,057 1,385 1,738

Guns confiscated by STRESS were:

Hand guns Lonz guns
1971 581 a0
1972 672 148

Harcotics confiscated by STRESS were:

- T

L ELES s

ek T s e

- g———

Sawrece [r_a_r_uhth = R “i
Cocaine Me
Pﬂ{kuti ﬂﬂgsulgi HHJDETT ;?aggﬁ i
9372 25191 1,219 202

.z,1ggju;'



	DUL Pro-STRESS 1973
	DUL1-1973
	DUL2-1973

	Screen Shot 2020-08-31 at 6.13.18 PM

