
• 
Date Februa ry 19, 1968 

TO• Mr. Burton I. Gordin 

nau Mrs. Vivian Pope 

ua Police Barrassment 

... , ..... 

As di rect ed by the Commissi on Co-Chairn1en on February 6, 1968, and assisted by 
Mrs. Sue Wesson of the Public Infonnation Di.vision, I have made contacts rith many 
diff er ent individ uals , groups and age nci es in the Negro community in an effort to 
det ennine th e exten t and nat ur e of police activity , especially since July, 1967. 
Among t hose persons cont a ct ed were Edwar d Vaughn, Executive Di.rector of the CCAC, 
Dr . Karl Grego ry, Executive Director of the Fede r ation of Self-Determin ation, 
Attorney Henry Cleage , of the Neigh borhood Legal Servic es , Rev. Will is Tabor of 
the Presbyt erian Headquarters , Robert Ti ndal of the NAACP, Mes srs. Donald Bagley 
and Kenneth Cockr ell of the Nor th-Woodward Interf aith Council, Leon Atcheson, 
Admi nistrative Assistant to Congressman John Conyers and Al Dun.more, Managing 
F.ditor of th e Michi gan Chronic le . The concensus of opi nion of all of the persons 
cont acted rith reg ar d to the isGUe of pol ice brut al ity, harrassm ent, etc. in the 
ghe tto wa s that there i s no doubt but that it has been on the increase since the 
July upri si ng in the city of Detroi t. This is an unquestioned fact known to 
virtually every Negro cit i zen in the City of Detroit. Mrs. Wes son and I found , 
however, t ha t gett i ng even t he simplest document ation wa s not as easy as we had 
expected . We found that police ac tions such as stopping , f risking , verbal abuse ,and 
barrassme nt have bec ome so commonplace us t o be expected by much of the Negro 
citizenry . Reports of these incid ents , however, ar e not being fonn all y made to these 
agencies which have th e res pons ibili ty in this area due to the growing lack of 
confid ence in and disenchantm ent rit b th e results of pre vious complaints . Some 
of the comments we recei ved were , 11'lbe polic eman' s sup orior offic ers are unabl e 
to handle him," 11No one r eall y wants to do anything ab out the situati on," "The 
DPOA is ac t uall y running not onl y th e poli ce depart ment , but th e city of Detroit, 11 

"Why do you need document at i on when everyone from Cavanaugh all the way down is aware 
of th e situa t i on an d making no attem pt to r emedy i t." Theref(!l"e , jnst ~ hit ~e 
ar$ ng t hemsel vee aga;ins t a f ear ed onsl aught _ by__tf._e~ro~s Ll!.~~!:oe~~ e 8::111ln_g tl! ~~::_ se ves a gai ns~_!.he.l?_rut ali ! of...J-h~ .li~e_r1.t_ Those with whom I have bad contact 
T nalcJ ed to me tha t th ere is no desire or inte nt to precipit at e any sort of up r ising. 
However , I have heard over an d over again t ha t bl ack people do not intend to si t 
bbc k and be " si t ting duck s" for some sick police men itchi ng to try out new equipment. 
There for e , th ey f eel that it is esse nti al in th e int eres t of_ sel f - ~r ese rv at i on t ha t 
t hey be prepared fo r th e inevi t able onsla ught th at the Detro i t pol icemen are even 
now pr epa ring for with the san ction of everyon e from th e mayor on down • 
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on A~cheson inform ed us that Congressman Conyers off i ce had been receiving many 
compl ain ts; however , due to the fact th at nothing i s real l y being done about th em 
and the peopl: ~ ve_b7com7 awa re of ~his , they are r eceiving fewer formal complaints 
of ha rra ssmen ... , int:un idat 1.on, brut ali ty, etc . Karl Gregory inform ed us t hat the 
FSD ha~ gene ral ~y ~teere~ away fro~ handling this so r t of thing beca use of th eir 
knowleage tha t i t is a t:une-con suming ventu re which produces no tangible r esults . 
We received respon se s of this type over and over again . 

Kenneth Cockrell of the Nort h-Woodward Interfaith Council went even a bit further. 
Mr. Cockrell st at ed t ha t th e CRC bas no ba se of power upon which to demand chan ge s . 
He st a t ed that th er efo re , th e CRC is powerless . He went on to sta t e that th e DPOA 
does huve th e power base and fo ~ this reas on th e MCRC 'will be a ble to acco mplish 
not hing wit h reg :.i.~d to t he Detroit Polic e Departm ent . Mr. Cockrell went on to 
i n fonn us t hat he f eels t ha t i f th e Commissioners a re tru l y concern ed r egar ding 
thi s probl em, they will come to the community with this conc ern , acknowledging th eir 
powerlessness and cre fatins an a-wareness in th e people . He f eel s t h&t this is one 
way t he CRC can ac hiev e a po"'er base an d he s t at ed to us t hat he would li ke an 
oppo rtuni ty to meet wit h t he Commission to fur ther c:cpand on this id ea . 

I would like to , also , st ~te th::.t in addition to th e f eeling that nothing can be done 
iii th the Detroi t Poi.ice Department , we encount er ed th e f eo.r of repri sal , retali a tion 
by members of Detroit ' s Fin es t . It is common knowl edge in th e Negx~ community 
t ha t retali ati on by members of the Detr oit Pol i ce Department is ind eed a fact . 

I would li ke to stat e a t this poi nt , that th e ca ses listed bel ow a re onl y a sampling . 
For every ca s e here , t he re a r e li ter all y hundr eds unr eported. 

Residents in the Northw est area of the city, more specific,th~ area bounded by 
Fenke ll, Six Mile , Wyoming and Liv erno i s have become extremel y concerned with 
r ega rd to t he harras sment of t he' teenage rs in the ~rea by th e police departme nt. 
On December 26, Mrs . Sarah Foley filed a complaint at the Palmer Park Precinct. 
Mrs. Fol ey and oth er s have informed me t hD.t si nce this complain t was filed , it 
appea r s t ha t th e police ho.ve become even more f lagran t lrdth re gard to their treat-
ment of citi zens and t eenage rs in the a r ea . 

On January 23, Mias Gwendolyn Warr en , 16615 WI...shburn, was stopp ed by police as she wa s 
walking down Marygrove at app ro xima t el y 10 : 30 in t he evenin g . According to her 

• st atem ent , a police ca r pull ed up to he r and called her a " blac k bitch" asking 
/-,' · J, , where she was going . Subsequentl y , this 17-y ea r-old child was hit in the s tomac h 

,. with a night sti ck an d tol d by one of the policemen that be did not want te ens in 
1J' '--{A.JI:. t his are a to tell him how to run their busine ss . 'nio r emark, also , was made to the 
~, effect tha t the poli cemen woul d be loo king for.t a rd to another uprising this awnmer. 

-.A~ On January 23, Robert La.Marr, 15 820 Wisconsin, was on his way to the store at 
approximately 5:30 p . m. He was st opped enroute by two policemen aski n~ his name 
and address One officer informed t his te enage r t hat he could not bell.eve him and 
that if he :ere a litt le bit old er and lyin g, he woul d kick "hell" out of him. 

Barrell .Rainer, 16553 Ohio, r eports that in the month of January, he was sto pped 
by police at about 1:30 p .m. on a Saturday . He st a tes that he was in a phone booth 
attempting to make a t elep hone ca ll when two t actical mobile units came up, parked 
in the doorway of the phone booth in fu l l view of everyone, and thr ~w everythin g in 
his pockets on the gr ound. Subsequ ently, they put him into th~ police car, aske d 
him many questions regarding school 'et c., and also, asked him if he had ever been 
in j ail . 
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n he answered in the n ega tive Barrell 

n a cel l for a very short period oft· was t aken to the Schafer Pre c inct , placed 
graphed him and tYPed up a dditional in:~f

0
:ele a sed_afte 7 police had first photo -

yea.rs - old , al.so , r eported that f or 1 :egarding him . Barr ell who is 15 -
th e alley near hi.a and search him . a coup 8 of ru.ghts , th e police would jump out of 

Eric Garrett , 165&:> Ohio , is 16 - years old d 
stopped and frisked by police of.fie t: report? tha1t'on Jnnuary 5, he was actuall y 
offic ers . The .first incident hn e::s ce_t imes l.n on e day. '.1'.rice by the same 
from Cooley High School with hi P~ k d on Ohio and Florence a s he was coming home 
stopp ed and f risked him want' st ~ 5 a~fabout 4=15 p.m. At thi s time, officers 
same date a t ing o ow l. he had any wea pon s on him. On that 

, around 7 p . m., the srune officers agai n stopped him and eearched him 
and th en st a ted ~ 11we hn ve alr ea dy t a lked to thi N" 11 ,,,,, • J a roun · 10 · 30 hil . 5 1.gge r . noain on anu a ry 5 , a t 0 

: p. m. w. eon his wa:y home from a job which he hol ds nt a groce ry 

h
st ollre , Eric wa.s st0 PP 8 d and frisked by different off icers and was told to "get the 

e off the str eet ." 

Tyrone Wbite ,. who li ves at 1626o Wisc onsin , re ports that on Febru a ry 2 he was 
brought hom~ in a car b~ two _white fr iends at abo ut 12:30 a .m. fro m a ballgame . 
Tyrone who 16 16, and his fnends were sto pped in front of his home and questioned 
and when t h ese whit e boys dro ve off down the street , th ey were sto ppe d aga in by th e 
eame police off icers , gi ven a ticket fo r ha vin g defective lights and the white 
boys were t o ld t o" stay out of this area ." 

Mrs . Qirl~tin~ Raine r, the mother of the 15-ye ar - old Bar r ell of 16553 Ohio , reports 
t hat earlie r 1.n the y~ as she was comin g home from work , the Chrysle r Corporation , 
one ev enin g , she was dri v in g home, )and she was stopped by police who said to her 
"Old Whore , where are you going ." She r esponded to them that she was no whore 
and ga ve them he r name t elling them tha t she was just getti ng off from work . The 
police in queetion s ta ted t o her that ladi es don' t work this timed nig ht. Mrs. Rainer 
r epo r ts that again bef or e sbe could get home an other po lice111an sto pped her, a sking 
her where she had been . 

Mrs. Ruth Waugh, 162o4 Ohi o, re ports that shortly after Christmas when her eon, 
)'.orris , 15 , was on his wa y to Cool ey High School one morning , police stop ped and 
frisked hiJ::a. Subsequently , on January 7, a police offic e r came to he r house with 
a no tice that she should bring her eon , Horri s , to Pnlmer Park Precinct bec ause he 
was a suspect in a rape . The next day , Hrs . Wa ugh roport e d that she to ok her oon 
into Palme r Pnrk and th a t t he po lic eman there looked at him tnd told her that she I 
co uld take him home , t ha t he wa s not th e boy t hey wanted . 'l'he day fo ll owin g t his 
incid en t , Mrs . Waugh r ecei v ed a te l ephone co.11 early in the morning from a Sgt . Sulli - I 
van o f the Schafe r Precinct . She wae again aaked t o bring hor son , Horris , to the 
precinct . Again , Morrie was a r a pe sus pec t . When Hrs . Wo.ugh got her aon down t o 

1 
the Schafer Station , ehe wae told t ha t he l!faa not. t ul l enou gh to !it the descr i p tion 
of the rape suepect , hie hair was a different gre.de , M.e f eat ures were not sim ila r 
nor was hi e coloring similar ; but that ot he rwi s e , be fit the description of t he I 
r ape suepect . Hrs . Waugh informed me that all of thia wa s a fact or in her decis~o n 
to send h er boy a wa y to a boardi ng s chool in the sou th . She felt that al l of tlue I 
waa emotion.alY damaging to Horris o.nd he is now a way from Detroit in boarding school . 

The parent s in this a rea of the ci t y report t hat all of the teenage boys , particularly , I 
a r e v ery much afraid of the police and t ha t many, many of the boys have been £re -

1 
qu ent ly stopped and frisked righ t in th e street . 

I 
I 
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ne parent reported to me that in order t 
policemen, she takes him to school O ke?p her solt'from being harrassed by 
difficult to determine in the area every mo:71ing. We were infonned that it is 
the Palmer Park Precinct or the Seba~ qu~tion whether the cars are assigned to 
apparently even crossing the pr . tebr ecinct because the police cars are 

ecinc oundaries We were inf d that badg frequently, are not in evidence and that th • onne ea 
ey are under the jackets • 

. In additi on to the complaint filed by Mrs F, 1 De 
teenagers filed complaint al Th • 0 ey, cember 26, four of the area 
Gwendolyn Warren and Willi s •Whi:0

• ~y were ~rles Wilson, Horris Waugh, 
on dut shortl after e e. . s complaint was filed with the lieutenant 

. Y . Y 5 p.m. The basis of the complaint was the harrassment by 
police officers of the !eens in the area. The teens were told that it was not 
necessary for th em to sign the complaint. 'lbat same night after the complaints 
were made by Mrs. Foley and the children, the police returned to the children's 
club, The Inferno Burger, Cherrylawn and Puritan,at approximatel y 7:30 p.m. There 
were the four teenagers present in addition to several adults. The officers 
stat?d that they. had a call that some members of this group, The Infernos, were 
outside on !he sidewalk har rassing white teenagers as they passed by. This was 
untrue and it was pointed out that th~eather on December 26 was not inducive to 
standii:g out~ide harras~g anyone. In spite of th ~~~ha t complaint~ l@ve 
";::_e_n filed with th e precincts, meetings have been hel_ci_j,u_wi...at.t~erupt_to...,.r.ea..c,h 
some7nrctersta.ndnig bet:weellthe - !)bl1ce an<r tn ec i t 1:zens harrassment of th e citizens 

~s~1:>me - even- more notfc eabri t;-()nec)f I fli ~;;; t 'f,~~e n 
been subjected to t firea enin giel ephon'it caJ.ls which she is quite certain is being 
made by members of the police department. White residents in the area have been 
told by members of the police department that they should move away from the area . 

The above cited incidents are all from residents residing in the Northwest areaof 
the city. Residents in 0t h.er ac!'~~ of_~Jle. city _._J1Q..~ver,1 are el§g.._ b.e,ing subjected 
~o harr a s~ nt by ,th e l?5:~~mE: .filJ:.. It is not at all uncommon for police men· 
to stop men ano place them in the spread eagl e position against the outside of the 
car while they search them. Racially inflammatory remarks are not at all uncommon. 

Charles Moore of 16630 Gri ggs was outside of his car, a 1966 convertible Cadillac, 
on January 22, 1968, when st opped by members of the t actical mobile unit. Be was 
infonned that his ca r f it t he des cription of one us ed in a bank robbery that day 
and was told th a t the officers wanted to sea rch both his person and his car for 
dangerous weapons . Mr. Moore, who by the way was also a witness in the Algi ers 
mur der case s , reports tha t he t old the offic ers that he did not want to be se arched 
in the street and would r ather be t aken to th e police st ation. The officers bec ame 
angry and told him "You think t hat we don't have anything else to do but ride yout-
bl ack ass from here to th e st a tioni As far as we are concerned , you ar e a dirty , 
rot te n bl ack ass , no good Nigger and we are going to se arch you now whether you 
like it or not. 11 The offic ers beg--c.n beatin g th ere, pl ace d him in the squad car 
and while bea ting him they sa id "We sea rch ed you didn't we, Nigge r ?" repe at edly. 
They a lso informed Hr. Moore th at "YOu think you folks are going to t ake over the 
city, but whe.n the riots start s, we are gs!)ing from street to street and house to 
house and kill all of you ni ggers." It wns nec essa ry for Mr. Moore to be treated 
a t Receiving Hospital and he was , also, char ged with res is ~in g arreat ,_on J~uary 23. 
In February, he received a notice in the mail of a~oth er tick~t for this inc id ent 
citin g him for failure to show his lic ens e !o a. uniform ed ~f ficer on demand. Mr. Moore 
states there were many witnesses to t he entire in ci dent which he can produce. He 
filed a cl ai m with our Commission on February 16. 

r · ,. 

I · 

• 
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'Anoth er ca se i n which th ere is a pendin g cl aim is that of Kenneth Johnson , 5922 Ver-
mont . Mr. J ohnso n r eporta t hat on January 1, 1968 a t a roun d 10 p .m., he was st opped 
at Mo.cl< and Seminole by policemen an d told that his car fit the descri ption of that 
used by a r apis t . Mr. Johnson was f~k ed in th e street and during th e friskin g , 
'1. por tion of his pocket Wtte rip ped . When he made some comment r egar ding thi s , one 
of t he offic er s thr ew hi m on t he t runk of the car and began beatin g him. Fiv e 
ci ti zens saw this and asked t he off i cer s to st op beatin g Mr. J ohnson , wher eupon one 
of f ice r t hre w Mr. Johnson on t he ground bet ween the cars and the other offic er 
threw his gun on th e witnesses telling them this was none of their business . 
Mr. Johnson reportedly was called a "black bastard " by the arresting offi cers and 
beat agai n in the parking lo t of the Fifth Precinct . 

Another case in which there is a pending claim is that of Fred Bayless , 4o22 Elmhurst 
who reports t hat he was sto pped for a tr a ffic viola ti on on December 23 , 1967 . He 
gave the offi ce r his Operator ' s License and while he was looking for his Registra -
tion , the of fic er l eft to write him a ticket . '.i'he officer,su bse quently, wrote 
Mr. J ohnson two tickets , one for having no Registration which Mr. Bayless protested 
becaus e he did have his Registration there in hi s poss ession . 'lhe off i cer th ereupon 
threw both t i ckets on t he gro und and drove away. When Mr. Johnson went to tho 
Tenth Pr eci nct to complain of this , the Lieuten ant on duty said "You people are 
always thinking t hat the police a re prejudiced ." The Lieutenant call ed the offic er 
in question in and the offi ce r cal led Mr. Bayles s/tiar in the pr es ence of his 
superior offic er . Mr . ~less weat back t o the Tenth Prencinct on December 2:1, 
and sa w In specto r Smith/t~ 0 nMfify the ticket for not having his Registration , an d 
told Mr. Bayless t hat thi s Officer Ihy had nev er had any r eprimands made agai nst 
him . Mr. Bayle ss is conc ,erned bec ause the Insp ecto r made no notes of this inc ide nt 
either and so Officer Oay will never have any reprimand s in his file . 

Rev • .Raymond Butle r, 19964 Cherrylawn , was stopped in the afternoon of November 25 , 
and told th a t he fit t he description of an anned robber. He was frisked and asked 
if he had any weapons . He was, subsequently , rele ased without being t aken into the 
precinct . 

Keith Sumervill e, 19415 Omira , was sear ched on September 17, 1967 on Webb and 
call ed names by t he police . Mr. Sumervil le went to the Tenth Precinct to file 
a complaint and while th ere was arrested for havin g outstandin g tick ets . \ilh.ile 
bei ng ar r es t ed, he was bea t en by police of fic er s and charged with resi sting a rrest 
and obstructing an offic er in the course of his duty. Mr. Sumerville has appare ntly 
l ea rned that he should not go to the police station to file a complaint agaj.nst an 
officer . 

Mr. Walter Hodo, 11750 Brown, September 19, went to the Tenth Precinct to file a 
complaint against a white citizen who reportedly had pulled a gun on him. He 
was sent from the Tenth Precinct to the Twelfth Precinct where he t alked to the 
det ecti ve who appear ed to know the white citizen against whom Mr. Hodo wae filing 
a compl aint. The detective told Mr. Hodo to r etu rn in the morning of September 20 . 
On September 20 , when Mr. Hodo returned at approximately 10: 3() a .m. and was told 
that it was too late to file a complaint and that he should return again on Septem-
ber 21. Mr. Hodo,who was moat upset,went to the Pros ecutors office where an 
appointment was set up for him to return to the Twelfth Precinct a t 10 a .m. on the 
21st . Mr. Hodo went to the Twelfth Precinct at 10 a.m. on the 21st and was told 
t hat he was too late because the appointme nt made by the Prosecutor had been for 
9 a .m. He was t hen gi ven a September 26 appointment for betw een 8 and 9 • He 
apparently had persevered enough to file his complaint . 

.. 
• 
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t{r. Joe L. Metts, 7744 Palmer, reports that . 
block of Mclhugall with thr ee ladies in his ~n ~cember 6, 1967, he was in the 3700 
his ca r sayin g ._, "Boy, pul l t hat cab ov II an when the police car pulled up to 
and gi ven a ticket for obstructin g traff~r. ~e was ask ed for his i dentific ation 
I ask you to pull that cab ove~ you .,;asMtold that "Nigger, next time 
is the very reason why there is ' 80 h • • etts made the comment that this 
department, at which point the off_muc bunreS t bet ween the Negroes and the police 
Nigger 11and told him to"get out of ~~=/ IG~ir-~-angry and co.lled him a "dirty , rotten 
with the three women who were hi c ' and Mr. Metts was subsequent l y bea t en 
was convicted of assault on a ls.passfenf~era as witnesses. Kr. Metts , incidental~1, po ice o icer . 

Mr. Charles Moore 16630 Gri ggs '"'h rt · , . , .. o r epo s another incident in this paper has 
also reported . that on Se~tember 3, 1967, he was sto pped at approximately 12:45 on 
a Sunday m?rning, by police in a car with 1966 license plates , 65250 was the plate 
on the police ca r. He was told that t ime also that his ca.r fit the description of 
one that had j ust been in volve d in a holdup . He was placed in the back of the scout 
car and when be expressed r esentment of this , he was to l d by the officer that"he 
could n?t care _le~s .what a Ni gger th~ught . 11 Mr. Mo?re reports t hat the officer 
also 88.l.d to him Nigger , your nose is flat, your lips are thick your hair is kinky 
your face is fat like an ape and yo\fre a black no good Nigger." ' 'Mr. Hbore is"cert~ 
that the officers in question will always deny charges of this sort that nothing 
wil l ever be done about them but he does feel that someone need to have an awareness 
about these things that are going on in the city of Detroit." He did not fi le a 
formal complaint with any agency re garding this incident. 

Mr. Nathaniel Ellens, 8098 Sprague , bas reported to us that on February 12, 1968, 
he and approximate l y 50 to €J:> other neighborhood people observed a situation in 
which police officers stopp ed a 15 year old boy id entified as Willie Shields , a 
student at Barbour School . Willie Shie l ds was supposedly d.riving a stolen car. 
The policemen rushed up to th e car with the i r guns drawn, pulled the boy out by 
hie coat and proceeded to beat him. The neighbors became so outr aged by this 
that Mr. Ellens report s that he had to personally restr ain s eYeral of them from 
goin g back into t heir homes for weapons. They were so upset at this unnecessary 
brutality that they were pr epared to attack those police officers then l:llld there . 

On January 4, 1968, Henry Cla y, 1196 Seld en , a 17-year-old student at Mwnford 
High, who waa also , Cla ss Presid ent and Leader of the Debating •.ream in addition 
to bein g an honor stu dent , was sto pped by t he poli ce while on his way to school 
at approximately 8 a .m. Henry was approximat ely lYz bl ocks from Mumford High 
School a t this time. The police tol d him tha t he was a suspect in a rape case 
and fri sked him prior to t aki ng him to th e F'l rst Pr ecinct . When Henr y requested 
that the offic ers check th e school by callin g the principal of Mumford, the officer 
l aughed a t him and remarked" so you'r e one of tho s e smart Nigge r s ." The police 
subse quently , refused to either let Henry call his school or his mother until 
approxim at ely 11 a .m. Henry's mother, Mrs. Cl ay , is in addition to bei ng blind , 
a ca rdi ac patient receiving Social Security Benefits . 

Mrs. Clay r eports that a f ter she ?'eceived the cal. l from her son, she phonedfriend5 
who were able to take her to the police st ation . Upon arriving a t th e police 
stati on, she was tre at ed extr emely discourteously , suffere d a s ei zure and fell 
to th e floor . Police officers ignored her request for as sistan ce and l e t her 
lie on the floor for some time. Mrs. Clay ' s fri end was unabl e to lift her alon e 
and she continu ed to lie t her e unti l one offic er agree d to hel p her. However , he 
exercised such gr eat force that Mrs. Clay received bruises which ar e s till on her 
arm. 
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. CJ!f.J, who is blind asked f Jeer that she could get it or a glass of Wat 
~bl ance to the man Who herself. Mrs. Cl er , after this and 
. \\las supposed t ay reports that h was told by an 

o be the r er son b zinr1 Clay reports that ape suspect . ore no 
on the s da 

oD lioodward Avenue ne ar p un y f olloWi, 
in a debate and pol · eople ' a Communi,t Ch ng th is incid ent h 
that th ey were loo~: ;gain stopped him !:id ;r~h where he wa; t: ;:\ ?t:uiding 

or a purse snatcher. naked him, telling hi: 
Grego ry Timmons, 134<) Frede . ime 
10 a . c • police of fi' . rick , re Port that F him th c ers pi.eked hi on ebruary 12 

a t they were looking f m up right in front of hi ' at appro:ximate ly 
a robbery • Gregory had or a boy in a black coat h s hous e , telling 
descripti on of th on a black coat and he th w o had been involved in 
the officers made e n:1si:ct. Even though Gregory :::!?ref suppo se dly fit the 
the car , \i.lhere one of a empt ~o contact his parents. l~re ront of his house , 
the h ea d . No thin the Pol1.7eme n be gan hittin g him . gory was placed in 
ment in it• He g more was Gal.d ab out the robbe or ~n the ~outh and about 
b lo ck s from hi whas not taken to the police st a t~n but boutthhis alleged invol ve-

hy . . s ome and r eleased He r a er was driv en two 
p s1.cian for cuts and bruis es . • was subsequently treated by his f amily 

Paul Jackson , 5334 Linsdale, reports tha t earl in 
b~ t~ o plainclothesmen on Woodward ne ar the R,/ 'lb Janu ary, 1968 , he was Gtopped 
him l.n the car an d began aski ng him t· xy eatre . The officers placed 
w ques ions about his destinati Mr J 

ears a natural haircut and offic ers proceeded to .ask him t· on . • ackson 
current racial si tuatio n in Detroit , asking him for hi ques :i.ons_a?out t he 
planned ev ents . They asked him what he . knew about the s J;~s;~:;; r~:~~ng 

~ 8 : • Mr . J a ckson reports that th e officers also asked him to gi ve his erson af 
opini on about what be thought would occur in Detroit . Mr. Jackson r eporis t hat 
t he officers had a very hostile atti tud e and used a thre a tening tone on him 
Seemingly sa t isfi ed with his answers , they drove him to Broadway and let hi; out 
of the car . Mr . J a ckso n not ed that after they let him out they picked up another 
black man and placed him in the car . , 

Mr . She lt on Tappes , a black , Internationa.l Representative for the UAW has reported 
t ha t on February 3, a t app roximat ely 4 a .m. , he was st opped by police off i cers on 
Linwoo d , west of the Boulev ard . 'l'he one of ficer began questioning him about the 
one tail li gbt on his car which had been damaged the pr evio us day . In spite of the 
! a ct tha t Kr . Tappe a showed the officer an appoi nt ment slip from a garage where he 
wa s scheduled to ha ve the light fix ed at 8 a .m. the next morning and also in spite 
of the f a ct that both t a il li ght s were still oper at ing with only a small amount of 
the r ed gla .ss cov er on one l ight damaged , Mr . Tappes was ticketed for defective 
t a i ll ights . Mr. Tappe s state s th.o.t he the.n got back into his car , drov e two 
bl.ocks further where he wa s stopped aga in by th e same offic ers . This time the offi -

r s tated that he ha d stopped Mr. Tappes for making unnece ssar y noise with the 
~:tor of hi s car , a l a t e model Lincoln Conti nent~l . We would like to st a te a t 
this poi nt th 9.t it 16 not unusual !or Negroes dri vin g expensive cars to be followed 
and stopped and ti cke ted by white polic emen . 
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