Governor GEORGE ROMNEY

'l'.'lrc::script of Press Conference on Detroit riot events.
eld at Cobo Hall, Detroit, 12 Noon, Monday, July 31, 1967,

t that apparentl j
; y the White House elected t
to at least to the New York Tin ' Jent
_. * | Imes correspondent
]Snu :ggshlqgion a purported chronology of what huppeged last
y night and Monday morning, 1 thought 1 would review

what happened against the reported indication of their inter-

Ezifla?onff?f' what happened. Now obviously T don’t have an
actual official statement from them but I assume that this

:l;rtmlie by Max Frankel of the New York Times service was
ased on material made available from official sources.

Now the chronology of the state involvement was as follows:

I was called about 8:00 o’clock in the morning by my legal
aide, Robert Danhof, and he told me that rioting had started
over in the 12th street area. And he indicated that on-the-spot
State Police observers viewed it very seriously and recommended
that we urge the Detroit Police Department and the Mavor
to do everything possible to curb the situation. |

And SO I asked mv legal advisor, Robert Danhof. to get in
touch }Vlth the Mayor and to indicate that, based on such in-
tormation as we had, this could be a very serious situation

and that we wanted him to know of the r labili
| : 7 e ready availability of
State Police and National Guard personnel. ’ i

We happe_ned to hm_»’e had about 1,200 National Guard
PEI‘SO§111E] doing some drill work at the Detroit Armory Sunday
morning. Now m'(:lin;.u'ily they would have been released after
a few hours of drill work and gone home, but because of our
information as to the seriousness of the situation, we kept those
men on alert all day and kept them there at the Armory so we
could have them out on the streets immediately. '

It was about at that time that the Commissioner of State
Police, Colonel Davids, first alerted the state guard. This was
about 8:00 in the moring. Then we had optimistic reports
that the handling of the situation and so the state guard alert
was relaxed and thev were taken off alert on the basis ot
reports we were given. And then later in the morning they
were again put on the alert as the situation worsened.

And about 12:00 I had the first call from Mayor Cavanagh
in which he indicated he thought they could handle the situa-
tion but in any event he knew he could contact me if he needed
State Police help or if he needed National Guard help, and he
told me where he was going to be.

We received a call between 1:45 and 2:00 P.M. from the
Mavor requesting Michigan State Police. This call went to Mr.
Danhof and he called me. And as a result of talking to me he
also called the National Guard and talked with General Sch-
nipke with respect to Guard use. As a result of the ca_ll to
General Schn?gie he dispatched General Moore of the National
Guard, who was up in Grayling at the encampment, down

here to take command of the National Guard in the event
they should be called. _ _ : _ By

At 9:30 we again received calls from various sources in 15
cating that things might be better. But at 4:00 P.M. we LooesE
+ call from the Mayor indicating he wanted the Guard and so
we made the Guard troops available. Now bY that time E’:
D e lso alerted Guard personnel in Flint and in Grand Rapics;

we had about 350 in each place to augment the 1,200 we had

how he could ie_comple
event we might need them,

to contend with, and I alm . as € d him tc a
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}mrt of the citv and quite far north, too, because there were
ires as far north as 8 Mile and as far down as below Olympia
.nd there was about a two and one-half by three and one-half
mile area by that time in flames. The nearest thing I can com-
pare it to is a battlefield; it looked like the city had been
bombed and was burning from the bombing. That's what it
looked like.

But in any event, by that time it was clear that the rioting
was spreading through the city generally and the fire depart-
ment was having extreme difficulty in dealing with the fires
because they were being sniped at and they were being ob-
structed in undertaking to put out fires. And it was during
that period that I was working with the Mayor and the Police
Commissioner and the Chief of the Fire Department and the
two commissioners that were on the job constantly, to augment
the Detroit Fire Department because obviously they couldn't
handle it. So with Colonel Davids help, who's the fire marshal,
we proceeded to just enlist fire departments from all over the
area, including Windsor.

Right after we got through taking the steps necessary to
mobilize the fire department, Mayor Cavanagh left briefly and
Girardin and I were reviewing the situation. I said to him
that in my opinion we ought to take a look at whether or not
we had sufficient manpower — Detroit Police, State Police, and
National Guard combined — to deal with the problem on
almost a city-wide basis. And I thought he ought to go down
and sit down with his superintendent Reutter and Nichols and
determine whether or not the 1,500 Detroit Police that we
could have on the streets at any one time, the 350 to 400
State Police, and at our peak 4,000 National Guard commit-
ment when they would arrive — and we knew they wouldn't
arrive until sometime Monday — whether we could deal with
the situation with the force just short of 6,000 men.

They went down and commenced that study. About 15
minutes later I joined them and they had arrived at the con-
clusion that it could not be dealt with by the available local
and Michigan personnel. And they had formed the judgement
that they needed 3,000 additional men. I reviewed the figures
with them and said, “Now we've got to be on the safe side;
we've got to make sure that we get enough men so we can
contain this thing, so we can keep this thing from getting
any further out of hand.” And so I recommended that we
increase that figure to 5,000, which we did.

We then went back to Girardin’s office and shortly after
the Mayor and Colonel Davids joined us. We reviewed these
figures with the Mayor and Colonel Davids and they agreed
that we needed the additional 5,000 men and that we should
therefore seek Federal assistance. |

At that point the Mavor and Girardin left the room and in
looking for them I found them in the room later occupied by
Vance. The Mayor was talking to the Vice President about
the situation and our need, and he asked me if 1 wanted to
talk to the Vice President who was in Minneapolis. I said 1
did, and I talked to him, too. And he told both of us that it
we felt we needed Federal assistance that at that hour of
night we should call the White House and ask for the Attorney
General: that the Attorney General was the member of the
executive branch designated to handle such requests at that
time of day. . | .

So the MaYOI' then put in a call for Attorney General Clal_'k.
Now this was shortly before 3:00 o'clock. He talked to him
briefly and then 1 talked to him. And 1 reviewed the ana_ly sis we
made of the situation, the scope of the riot, the "’fﬁ‘g’-'f“t_‘*‘de "f_
the looting, the fires, and our conclusion that we could not
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wante | federal assistance and we
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the commanding gen- Now the next thing I had was a eall from the

was in Detroit, ‘Gener(ﬂgl Sf:i“migs gzlnfecided to mobilize the Ceneral. at home — I went home to get lunch — and If‘ttﬁrney
eral of the National Guail 'and bk ~ommand from MGOT‘?- me there about noon. He read me the telegram that he called
ard he came down bad indicated to General Matukis dent had sent in reply to my telegram earlie; ; the Preg;.

ons had 1 indicated that they were responding to my requ I which },

handle the riot without federal

iurllld gtll;at General Simm
eneral that I'd troops and that he was appointing Cyrus Vanc

that in his opinion we coul est and sendip

: ttorney G :
troops- And on that f}ﬁ_ﬁfe: tci]dditc];engt \vithﬁraxv my 01—31 ra- the Secretary of Defense to represent him in ethgs ﬁf:ﬁtant t%
get into the mqtteui, d wet ito the matter further and I'd call that he would come and confer with us. The Attorne C?r and
quest. 1 told him get U Fhep put Secretary Vance on the telephone. SECretay enera|
him back. L into the press conference, as you will re- mdu:i'ut?d that he was leaving Washington right then Ig'n;’an?e
I then came back i 2aalt ‘of unexpected developments it be there in a hour. and a half at Selfridge Field. Th he’d
call, and said that as a T luate the request for the Na- that he would be in Selfridge at 1:30, so after w at meant

immediately called and arranged to have all the keevhung up I

e-eva
uld be necessary to T : ress conference
wo Following the p Personne]

tional Guard (Federal troops). who had been in on the city and state, there at 2:00 to 2:15.

we Proce‘-?dEd tonssﬁﬁblle cgfal]lletcll-lo(s;‘eenera] Simmons and asked hI.gOt “t]:lown.there :':lbm_lt 2:00 o'clock. Most of thiesn

oflgma] dxsmIfsu::n his headquarters at the Armory down to tl"le }_%18- _E]dwaltgd tor ci:nte awhile and checked with thewsere

e B T rUt 's because, after all, hed put some sand in ridge Field and they had not arrived. So I then g, &

Police Headgquarte , rary to the view of the that we — Cavanagh wasn't there by that time — | thggested
gested that we begin to do some planning oyr °n sug.

P | ¢

s by indicating a view con |
y cials who were actually in command. It ! s
Ires.

him to get there. After he got there it up to that P, e DAY, e responding to reports of f
the whole situation again and to de- arson or sniping on a spot basis and sending out task force
S

took some time to discuss - +h th to try and do something about it and th

. t General Simmons agreed with the rest ng and that I thought

t!;mllﬂtia‘:'l::;h:;egg él?ed eral troops. He agreed after he got all to have a u{ell (_)rgamzed p!an to deal more effgecti\:gym\i;gi}t]}:

?h usinformation that we needed federal troops. the whole situation. The night before we'd learned iy con
e After 5:00 o'clock and I called the nection with the fire fighters that by assigning a few law

enforcement personnel directly to the fire depart
were better able to protect their firemen. partment they

So I said first we ought to set aside a certain number of

it was
Now by then ndicated that we had reviewed the

mey General and 1 at we
ﬁlg?ter ::gain with General Simmons sitting in and that he agreed

' .t we needed these federal troops. In this conversa- .
g;;h }1112 tc}l]iscl.lssed the number and he also indicated at that men to _]b(e 1;1111?61' th}? C}?m?and of the fire department sg they
time that he not only needed a written request bdut he needed zi?l g]‘;‘ co;gm iteszzgelst tlelellre nddePal'tfll(’legt- :Ne hac(li the chief

- indicate that we had an insurrec- : ' ‘€ and worked out an understand;
a written request that would incicate as to how many men they needed — about 180. ity

: ol. .
tion that was out of contr Then I suggested that we determine how many men we'd

Id him that I was in no position to indicate with com- o g _
plgtet(;lrtainty that with the arrival of the National Guard we neg} arougdbthrol;llgh the city m.oﬁ:‘ler to give reasonable pro-
couldn’t control the situation but that none of us believed we tectilon R Dot f; to move dqulc y and then how many we
could, and the reason we had requested federal troops was oufg t to retain to de assggne 011: a spot task force basis. And
hecause we wanted to be sure we had enough forces to prevent before Vance argwe Swa _3(1 wor ed out some plans of this type.
this thing from getting out of control; that if we had to wait Vﬁnce ‘i‘.rrwi E::lt elfridge Field about 3:07. He got down
until the thing was out of control to get federal troops, wed to the police headquarters about 4:25. We immediately con-
have a much worse situation to deal with than if we could ferred with him. He indicated to us that he didn’t want to put
have adequate personnel to deal with it at that stage. the troops on the streets. He mc}lcated. to us that _he didn’t

Well. he didn’t relent. I had the impression personally he ﬁznéi?n}?'ﬁntﬁotrgﬁﬁsg f:ﬁgnms?;irld%efl?gdbto the flallrgtr}?unds_
: B . into Detroit because he thou
was making more of a political request than a legal roquest it would be better if we could handle it without federal troogp]g

everything considered, the background up to that point. Never-
theless I told him we would consider his request and be in
further touch with him.

We then continued our discussions about requesting federal
troops and decided to take another tour of the city, Cavanagh
and me, and while taking this tour of the city to have Danhof
and Harmon prepare their separate drafts for the request of fed-
eral troops. On our return I took the two drafts that they had

The Mayor and I again indicated to him as forcefully as we
could that we needed the federal troops, that we needed them
as soon as we could get them and we wanted them as soon as
we could get them. He adhered to his position.

I then said to him, “Mr. Secretary, I don’t want any differ-
ence of viewpoint over semantics to keep us from getting the
needed federal assistance. Do you need any further action on

prepared and prepared the telegram that was sent to the Attor- my part to get the troops in Detroit and out in the street®” And
ney General that morning. he said he did not need any further action on my part. But he

I called him somewhere between 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock, as said 1}_@ w:anted to jointly assess the situation to see whether
I recall it, and I read him this first telegram in which I recom- the situation could be handled without bringing the federal

mended the sending of federal troops and spelled out all of the YPRBRS Tin: | '

circumstances that caused us to recommend the sending of Mayor Cavanagh and I then took Secretary Vance and Gen-

federal troops. Incidentally, in the course of these discussions, eral Throckmorton on a tour of the city so they could see
' AT firsthand what we were dealing with. While we had been

he had indicated he was in touch with the White House so 1
as in touch with the White House so I R e . :
esident. 1 waiting for the Secretary and General Throckmorton to arrive,

knew that he was keeping in touch with the President. I or th ary LG

mean h d » } - 3 LintETE st b s ez ol S '&E" f_ e \ NP Lt - - . . | - L C
e made this perfectly clear. I'll answer questions. a group of INegro ‘citizen _]g__adgm_, one of Wth was (Lon-
Q. What ti hic ‘ 8 Y gressman Diggs, had asked to see me and Girardin. We were

s a tlme was tII_ISI - = = o +h -~ 'J'!k..:.r---..f':i e ‘"-f#.-r-qi.!’n ' l—fii! 2 M o I =i N [ee N R WS b | . . th
A : > Thi | r g Ak the two there at the time. So we went in and talked with them
; This call? This was somewhere between 7:30 and 8:00 and they indicated that they'd like to enlist Negroes to serve
him th call it, right in that area. And I called him and read with the law enforcement personnel. They thought this might
is telegram and he indicated it wasn” - adequate, ar be helpful in quelling the situation. We told them that we

were going to wait until this thing was o it of  sontanes

goflldAﬁEﬁify that we had an inmﬁ% tnat was
ol. And finally as a result of that lengthy discussior
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indicate that there was a reasonable doubt of

we did, and we prepared another telegram which 4
telegram. And when I called him back. which
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ambiguous statement, the importan

lize until after the press conference. }?2 of Which 1 didn’
a the U‘O?PS there rlght away but there ‘mdll‘:ated th at
that didn't necessarily agree with oI

: that
e :
3}] + realize until after the press conference t},

f the press corps throught th
members & "o the M Nothing couid.
osition to the Mayor. Nothing ¢y

After the press conference the Mayoy and

’ rith the Secret I went ;
etary s O fice wi : : ary and Gen Into th

m out of Selfridge Field, : the st
aﬂd. _get thlf‘rom then until about 9:§8dlhe still adhe roet

t Sﬂme

1ad taken
have been

us troo
e when the 9:30 report came in it was PS on the streets

General Throckmorton came in to De alf hoyy,
;ﬂfbols’ office _the same time as I wag thpllty SUI?Ermtendent
ond 1 said to him, “General, those figures are higher th
Were last night. We ve g?t to have those : I than they
| then accﬂ_mpam_Ed }_um back into the Secr'et |
and discussed it again with the Secretary, ary’s office
o T indicated that no one realized better than
1-;34;11[.lerstir1§l the troops might b

ks in requesting troops and that I wanted h;
Esat [ wanted them regardless of the consequeencl;
conally; that we needed those troops.

he asked me to go over in the corper
Ch?‘l%tOPher: ﬂ}e Deputy A_ttomey C'veneraf1
fronted me with the question that Clark o
in the momning: Are you ready to certify that
insurrection that llfJT']t OE ‘é’ntlgl? And T said I couldp’
.+ because our National Guard was not
sﬂ&aetetl;? thaa]t I didn’t believe ge Cmfl]% congglt i‘i?mpletely on the
troops as a matter of fact we’ _
get them on the streets before dark — thgt bﬁi“ ni’;%fggtﬁ')
federal troops and we needed them urgently. e
Christopher spoke up and indicated that I either had to cer.
iy that or 1 had to e th“em facts to indicate that we had to
have the troops, and I said, “Mr. Secretary and Mr. Christopher
I gave the Attorney General the facts this morning in a tEIEgran;

and I gave him the exact request that he said he had to have
to give us the troops. Now we need the troops.” And I left.

Q. What time was that?

A: About 9:45.

At about 10:00 the Secretary and General Throckmorton
came in and said that they had decided to move the troops
from Selfridge Field to the fairgrounds, the first 1,800. They
had not yet decided to commit the troops to the streets.

The figures continued to mount. It was not long after 10:30
that they came in and indicated that they were going to com-
mit the troops to the streets. It was after 2:00 A.M. the next
morning that they got the troops on the streets.

Now that’s the chronological history of what happened as
far as I was concerned. I know that throughout that period
the Attorney General and the Assistant Secretary were in con-
stant touch with the White House. Now I'd like to review

a few of the inconsistencies in what has been said about this

chronology. oF i @l Bt duieed By
In his first oech the imidmm -'*p.lan proceeced

precisely as sc d. Approximately o,UUVU 1eqerer -1Reks

Mr. Vance, Lt. General John L. Throckmorton and Otel

in Detroit and in conference with (Governor Romney
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1 6:50 — degarjems®y Clark four times.3, 1o ng cled

the second

fo | S no change in viewnoint
I troops and the need gs fast as we C:Jv’lll)ld getatt)]?:r‘;l.the e

Then it says here (Frankel), “In a fifth call at 9:45 AM.

Romney to]
his abi}l;ityotctl} e Mtomey General he had some doubt about

contain the riot for another nich
. i0 t and th
he would request federal intervention on thagt basis.” ful'%:ﬁ

alrsﬂgylaeglsle_sted it earlier than 3:00 A.M
+29 Just as Western Union said it was filing R i
message also signed by Democratic Mayor Cavangag}?}m.leys
part of the article.

that’s not important, that particular
eres the statement that, “At 7:00 McNamara called

Now h
Vance who said his team felt it was too early” — that’s 7:00

in the evening — “At 7:00 McNamara called Vance who said
his team felt it was too early to commit the Army troops, that
with many more Guardsmen and policemen on hand than the
night before the situation seemed under control: (that) there
was sharp disagreement in the community, he said” — there
were two Negroes out of 18 or 20 and that’s all — “there was
sharp disagreement in the community, he said, with the Gov-
ernor and most Michigan congressmen opposing the use of
fedfral troops at that moment and the mayor and others strongly
in favor.

Mayor Cavanagh and I were in agreement at all times and
on Tuesday, July 25, in his letter to the President, the Mayor
said, “Some would make it appear that you and I were bitterly
divided on this issue (that’s talking about his position and
the President’s). Those are not the facts. That is not the
truth. On the basis of the information which I had from per-
sonal observation and extensive intelligence, I felt that the
use of federal troops was necessary when 1 supported Governor
Romney in his request.” \

Now whoever’s feeding stuff out of the White House to Max
Frankel, and I don’t think it’s second level, distorts it by indi-
cating that there was “sharp disagreement in the community,
which is not true — but I've always said a substantial unanimity

o s £ 90 per cent of the -peop_le' v_:r,\,_a;m::rrlg a par-
e of action, you have got substantial unanimity,

1ad in the Negro community, and you
on the part of state and local officials

community, , with the
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trol events but would not make the official finding that they A

were out of control.” T've alre _ _
that standpoint. ady covered the picture from

_ I think it would have made a difference. I indicated in
my first telegram, after citing all of the damage of the first day,

Now there is one other point that r “All of this has occurred in just one day and the experience
P may have some relevance of similar outbreaks in other [;m'ts of the zountry, mostpnotably

in the review of this record at , ,

In my discussions with Attol'nejog]eené?';?r(%ati ?nd_ faats th_ls' In Los Angeles and Newark, indicates that they are: rarely

the question of the impact on insurance olig'r , dld_ not raise !imited to a period of one day and night. It is the unanimous
policies in Michigan of judgment of state and local officials and Michigan military

asserting that we had an insurrection out of C :
. ontrol. 2 - . . :
learn about that until early in the afternoon Wh;?ll Sici:i?; fgﬁ’}z}:shment that our situation may continue at least through

Vance and General Throckmorton and the Mayor and 1 went
on the survey of the city after his arrival. I told him that if Q: Governor, specifically was his frequent mention of your

he decided, if and when he decided to bring the t . inability. to conteal & r. N :
the city, I hoped he would keep in mind the fgct t}mtr?-;(;pfyéﬁfg in the )Eirst sggel;n?a OkS paat (of the ipolitios he. yihe RuyIE

nullify most insurance policies in the State of Michigan if A: Y :

. » ~ » . ’ D

did it on the basis of an insurrection out of CGHtI’O].g By1 th};et i e
Q: Yes.

time I knew of that factor. I did not know that factor earlier
I will be glad to answer questions. A: Well, again, I'll let vou be the judge against the chrono-
logical record of what took place.

Q. Do you believe tha.t the troops were kept out of Detroit
that first evening for political reasons?

A: I think the President of the United States played politics
in a period of tragedy and riot.

Q: To protect the Great Society or to embarass you
Governor? 4
A: You will have to ask him.

Q: Is this the rebuttal of that first speech, Governor?

A: No, I havent discussed the two speeches. As a matter
of fact, if vou will take a look at the record I just reported and
the two speeches, I think you’ll find the second speech a very
excellent indictment of the first. '

0: Of the president’s speech?
A. Yes. I think youlll find his second speech a complete
indictment of the first and the record of what happened.

Q: Governor what was the determination then as to where
the federal troops should be sent? Most of the violence was on

the west side.

A. I'have no criticism of the deployment of the federal troops
after they arrived. When General Throckmorton and Secretary
Vance arrived Monday afternoon and Monday evening, the
violence was spreading to the east side. The destruction had
been so great on the west side that the view was expressed
by several that the probabilitv was the action would be greater
on the east side than the west side. And in my opinion that’s
why they put the federal troops on the east side. I don’t fault
them in anv wav with respect to their deployment. I think,
based on the information they had at that time and the in-
dicated direction of things, that was the place where it looked

like the action would be.

Q: Governor, do you have any idea when the President was

appraised of the situation?

A: Well, T don’t have anvthing except this Frankel article.
In there it says he was appraised of it at 3:30 in the morning. 1
know the Attornev General was in contact with him early. 1
talked with the Attorney General sometime before 3:00.
Whether he called him then or whether he waited until our
second call, which was just after 3:30. It says in here he first
learned about it from the FBI. I can’t answer that with certainty.

Q: Do you feel that the hesitancy of Secretary Vance in
putting the troops on the streets was due to his own evaluation

or due to influence from the White House.

A: I have no way of knowing with certainty but I know he
was in regular contact with the President.

Q: Why did he play politics, Governor? Can you support
that a little more?

A: You'll have to ask him.

Q: Governor, when did you first become aware or feel that
there was a political factor involved?

A: When the Attorney General began to insist on this cer-
tification that we had an insurrection that was out of control

and didn’t seem to be particularly impressed with the fact that
we needed the troops to keep the situation from getting out of

control.
Q: Governor do you feel that Democratic Mayor Cavanagh

perhaps agreed with you?

A: I don’t know. In any event, his letter to the President,
he indicated that he was supporting my request for the federal
troops. I indicated — let me cover another part of the record.

Some of you will recall that press conference where he
indicated that some other gentlemen might not agree with him.
Now the next morning we had a joint press conference, the
Secretary, the Mayvor and me. And in the course of that press
conference, the Mayor indicated that he regretted having to
do so but he wanted to say something to correct the record.
And he proceeded to discuss the fact of his consistent re-
quest for federal troops on the streets. And when he con-

cluded, I indicated that in light of the Mayor’s r
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Q: I'd like you to make one point quite clear, Governor. It
seems to me youre saying that 20 hours of lack of action by the
federal government contributed to the toll of lives and property.

A: I don’t think there is any question but that if we'd have
had federal troops on the streets before dark Monday, that it
would have had an effect. They didn’t get on the streets until
after 2:00. We made every effort to get our National Guard
people on the streets before dark, because of the effect it would

- the federal government of-
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