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March 2, 1974 

TO: Daniel Do zier 

CITY Ot= DETROIT 
COLEMAN A . Y OUNG, Mayer 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPME NT COMMISSION 
:350 E . CONGR E SS 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 4022 6 

CITY OF DETROIT 
MAYOR'S OFFICE 

Executive Assistant to the Mayor DATE DUE·- - - ---
19 74 . . dt»z- MAR 4 

John P. Kanters, Directo~1S · . ASSIGNE.IJ 11.,.============= 
SUBJECT: Mayor Young's J.0-Point Program 

FR.OM: 

ilUNG lNST: -----

·we are here•.vith submitting to you a status report on theuf~o1111.z:r:..-----
parts of the .Mayor'..s 10-Point Program that we have been asked 
t? implement. 

U:rban Economic De v e lopment Authority 

Jack Pryor of this Department has attended several Stat e legislative 
hearings on Senate Bill 667, which would permit tpe establishment 
oi urban economic development authorities. He has testified 
in favor of this legislation at several of these hearings and has re-
sponded to que stiona posed by the l egislative committees. 

As you ~now, S. B. 6.67 has been approved by the Michigan State 
Senate by 33 to O vdte.· · It is currently under review by the State 
House of Represent.a.tives after havi ng been voted out of conunittee 
the mid dle of this past week. 

During the committee hearings in the House of Representatives, · the 
bill was amended t o provide for m embers of the Authority to be 
appoin ted by the Mayor . It was also a mended to allow the Authority 
to engage in the cons truction of all types of housing, not just low-
:L-ticon1e •. A conce r n tha t we still have is that facilities that would be 
ccnstructed and leased by the Authority would be tax e x empt for the 
term of the revenue bonds that financ e then1. Upon redemption of 
all the bonds, the facility itself would revert to City ownership. 

A complete analysis of this bill, a s vo t ed out of committee in the 
Ho-qse of Representa t ives, is now be ing prepared by Jack Pryor and 
will be available for review by the ea rly pa rt of next week. 
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Downtown· Detroit · 

W_e· have discussed :the possible fo1~ma tion of a Powritown ca.:.,: 
ordinating Council with Diane Edgecon1b of the ~entral_ Business 
District Association, a-nd Bob McCabe of Detroit Renaissance, 
and both_ have indicated support for the .forma,tie>n -of su_ch a council • 

. - Our r~c~:mrrienda tion fo.r memb~r ~hip -on· a Downtown Coo-rdina-ting 
Council is as follows: 

• 

Central Business Di:strict Association 
Detroit Renaissance 
Chafu.b e_:r· -of c ·o miner ce 

·n·etroit Convention Btlr~au . . 
C.onsumer Alliance of Michigan 
n·owntown· Citize~s District. Council -
New Detroit 
Building Operators' Management Association 

· · -Detroit Tonight 
James .Gallagher, a resident of Lafayette Park 

-and an _employe~ o_f Smith, --Hin_chroin· &_ Gry~I~ 

We are: subn-litting ·with this· mefno a proposed qraft of a ·-1e-tte.r tha-t_ _-· 
-· would" be sent to the pre_sident ~-r ~haii:man p_f _e~.ch_ of the above-.. ~- - -·· 
iist~d orga~~atio.ns· requestii:ig -their participation •. Unfor~nately, 
w~ hav·_e no(ye_t developed mo~e-· recomme-nda tions for memb~r ship. 
by .individuals who livet work, and shop in the downto--wn ar·~~- I 
woulcLhope that you rniglif have some suggestions in this -area. 

The Downtown Coordinating Council .. should be formed as quickly as 
. possil:>le in order io.r it_to begin planning and implementing ·programs 

-__ within the t0_0-day p~ri0_<f• _ .. _ 

I have "'Selected tlre·· following peopie-frOni CDC- to serve ori ·the: t>o·wn-
. _ -town Dey_~l_opme~t ·~s-~~-~t~nce 'I'-~~m:·an_d provide

0
the nec·e ·ssary staff , 

··• assistance to the -Downtown Coordinati~g Cou~cil~ . -- -- . -- · ·_ . 

/ 
I 

; 

_ Alqerf Cal~ewaert, - Industr-ial & c ·ommerci~l . 
_Development . __ 

Tom Walters, -Policies & ·Programs -
Russell Chambers, -Property Manage1nent & 

Disuosition 
J. . 



Daniel Dozier 
March 2, 1974 
Page 3 

Harold Bellamy, Planning Division -
Thomas Cunningham, Urban Renewal 

Project Management 

We recommend that the Downtown Festivities Committee be 
formed by and serve under ilie direction of _the Downtown Co-
ordinating Council. 

. The CDC analysis ofthe pr~p~sal for a Downtown Development 
Authority will be complete by Monday, March 4, 1974. A couple 
of problems with this bill, a.s v/e currently view it, a.re -that 
projects proposed by the authority should be_ subjected to review 
by th~ Planning Department rather than the City Plan Comm_ission, 

-and~ the Mayor_ should have the power of both app6intl:!1ent and re-
moval of members of the Au.tl1ority, po~sibly with the con_currence · 

· . of the Common Council. 

For purposes of the 100-day Program, the 1v1ayor can take credit 
for having put the construction of the se.cond phase of the Civic 
Center Plaza on a fast track, · and having authorized approval of 
the purchase of the Dodge Memorial Fountain: He can also claim 
credit for having arranged space whhin the · Civic Center Plaza for 
the ethnic festivals~ 

The concept of- th_e Woodward Ma,11 should be ·reviewed and approved 
-by the proposed Downtown- Coordinating Council, and the CDC Down-
tqwn Development Assistance Team should. do the necessa:-ry investi,;, · 
gative viork con-cerning its feasibility of implementatiol). This 

_ necessarily must includeseUing the Woodw_ard !,..venue merchants on 
the idea. 

Environmental improver:9-ents, such as signs, lighting, landscaping, 
benches, etc., will be the subject of a . meeting .with involved City 
departments on Thursday, Ivtarch 7, 1974, in the Mayor's Conference 
Roon~. This meetin.g is being arranged by Tom Walters of our· Poli-
_cies· and Programs . Improvement in City services in the downtown 
area will also be discussed at this sa1ne n1eeting. 

Development of a ?niall park on the former .Follies Theater site is 
underway. ·currently, we are developing an agreement with the 
owners of the two buildings that abut the site for the purposes of 
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obtaining .per~ission to drape banners from their buildings. 
We are also developing the specifications for the necessary 
banner m.a terial. · Development of the surfac_e 1.l?,ay have to . 
await our actual ownership oi the Follies rn1eater site because· 
the owner is now atten1.pting to get his site excluded from a,.cqui-
sition in the Cadillac Squa·re Rehabilitation Project and is seeking 
approval for construction of a two-story fast-food service res- . 
taurant. · 

On Larned-Bates, we are obtaining cost estin1ates for the hang-
ing of bann~r material o~ th.e two buildings -adjacent to Whalings 

·C~oth_es. Development .of a park at the corner_ of La.r~ed _and Wood-
ward will have to await a resolution of ·our curre-nt problems with 
the parking lot op~rat~;i- ·on t.lJ.e site . . Jack Pryor and I, with the . ·-
assistance .of Russ Chambers and Alex Pollock, are working out . 
the deta_ils of the t~o small parks proposed at Larned-Bates and 
Cadillac Squ_ar~. 

To1n Walters is developing a , pos i tion paper on the loop-street 
systen{ around -downtown. If he is not able to devise a route 

-acceptal?le fo tb_e Streets and Traffic Department that ·avoids 
taking and de1no"Iishing D e lmar's Bakery, Traugott Schmidt and · - . 

Son, Music Hall or Second Baptist Church, my recommendation 
will be that- the Mayor .drop any ,_re~erence to this proj~ct in his 
100-day· Progranh 

Don Voelker of-our Policies & Program_s Division is assigned to 
work out the poss1bil~ty of a joint announcement by the Mayor and 
the develope·r of the Traugott Sclnnidt and Son project. Don Voelker 
is also assigned the responsibility ·of i nvestigating with the. Controller's 
Offic e, ·Corporation ·counsel's Office clnd the Assessors 1 Office, the 
current status of the D e troit-Windsor -tunn el transfer to determine 
whether this is a possible ite1n for which the Mayor can take credit 
in his 100 - day Progra1n. 

There will be a 1neeting in the M a yor' s Confe r e nce Roo1n on e ith e r 
V1ednesda y, 1vlarch 6, or Frida y, March 8, c a lled by Bill Cilluffo, 
t~ discuss the possible devel_opment of downtow n parcels such as 
the Kern Block. Becaus e our r e u se a ppra isals for urban rene wal 



Daniel Dozier 
March 2, 1974 
Page 5 

land in the dow t . · a . h · · · , d . _ - n own area are out of ate, we ave 1n1tiate 
. steps to e~gage two down,town appr.aisers to _p_erform a rriarket 
anal · · · . ysis and· develop new reuse appraisal prices .for our down- · 
~own urban r~newal prol)ert1es, includ_irig_ J~.e pa:19_cel at Michig~_n 
and_ First, t)J.e ·Kern _ Blo~k~ · Cadillac Squar'e anc;l Larned-Bates. 

Hat riet _Saperstein ha~ been assigned the ·re.sporisibility for develop·-
ing. a proposal for the implementation of a Consumer Information 
Center in the dpwntown area. · _. - · · · 

Thei-e is a meeting ~cheduled at 8:45 a. m. _on Wednesday, _March 6,. 
at CDC, with various City depa·rtip.ents to · discuss .the implementa-:-
tion of a Park-and.:.Ride Program in the dow~town are~-- As. y_ou 
_know, _ w_e have developed two -proposals for such a program --
one from the' Penn· Centrarsite immediately west of Cobo· _Hall, __ and 
the other fro"'rl)._the Nicholso~ site 1ocateci" east of Renaissance -Center. 

Yesterday afternoon, I discuss'ed the poffsibility 
. · ··of the Municipal Parking AuthorHy taking over City-owned land 

in and .near the downtown-area for the purposes of operating either -
.free or low-cost parking lots ; .I will call Phil by Tue?day, March§, 
. to·determine what sites he is willing to take over ·and· operate. 

Ja~k Pry~r--is res·ponsibie for following through 011 .the 1.1.De-troit 
Tonight'. 1 proposal for the purposes of the Mayor making a joint 

. annou:n~ment wi~ _the group on the implementation_-of this project. 

·while we had originally thought that the ethnic festival site . should 
either be e xpanded or relocated, · I d9 not currently see any possi-
bi lity of tha t occurring .this year. At the meeting th~t we ha.ve 
s cheduled with City depa rtments regarding possible physical im-
provements and improved services in the downtown ·area on Thur"s-
day.·r March 7,_ we wil_~ explo~e the possibility of some physical 
or prog.ram impr<>vern.ents for the ethnic festivals. 

Community Bus iness As_s is tance --
I would strongly r e cornmend against the officia l. esta blishment of 
a coordinator of Conununity Busine s s Assista nce in the Mayor's 
Office, l e avi n g tha t job to the Comrrn.:i.niiy Developn1ent Commission • . 
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Attached is a me1no from Jack Pryor 
programs th to me· that outlines 19 

.. _. _ . a _t migh\~e ,1tilized to encourage, promote and 
assist in the _ expansio f 11 . . . . . . . - _ -- . n O_ sn1a _ co1nmun1ty businesses 1n the 
city• After your re - · · f •th' . ·· ·t d view O 1s men10, I would suggest that we 
si own to discuss th" th t h _ · ings a t e Mayor may wish to imple-
ment under his 100-day Progran~. 

Housing and ,,,ax R f f H · _ .L. e orm. or ome Owners 

- Prior to the establishment of any task .force to v-1or-k with HUD. 
in expediting the- proper disposition of their huge inventory of · 
houses in Detroit, I believe the Mayor should contact HUD lo 
determine that we have their . concurrence and coopera tfon. We 
can prepar~ the draft-of such a letter for the Mayor's signatur..e. 
if you concur. This item ~ill r"equire further d·iscussion with 
Ron Hewitt who has been given the responsibility ·by the :tvfayor · 
for developme-nt -of the necessary .. program to deal with the homes 

_ (up to 2, 000) to be given to the City by HUD. 

I am attaching_ for your review a draft entitled, 11 Tax fncentives 
for Property Maintenancei. rt developed by our Policies & Prograrn.s-
"Division. - We -will atten~pt to refine this item during the week of 
lv1arch 4, I 974. 

JP.K/cgm 
Enclosures 



Dear ---------

DRAFT FORM LETTER 

.. .JY'1ar.ch. 4,, 1974 

. The City of Detroit is v:i.tally interested in making downtown Detroit 

an exciting and dynamic center. In an effort to realize this goal, we are 

· _ seeking to establish a Downtown . Coordinating Council to be comprised of 

representatives of the organizations which are actively concerned with down-

town Detroit, and representativE;s of people wh_o live, work, and shop down-

·town. The Council V(rill -promote the interests of those whotn it 1·epresents, 

provide input on downtown programs and projects, .and help to pr·omote 

-development and activities. 

Since your organization is prominently connected with dowritow-n Detroit, 

I invite you to attend a me_eting with reJ>resentatives_ '?f other maj<?r dow-il.town 

organizations and institutions and representatives from the Community Develop-

ment Commission (CDC). This meeting will be a brainstorming session during 

which ideas for the organizing of the Council, its composition, and its functions, 

powers, and duties will be discussed. 

The 1neeting will be held in 1ny office on the i 1th floor of the City-County 

Building on March __ ._, 1974. We trust that this meeting will provide a sound 

basis for the form.al announcen.7.ent of the Downtown Coordinating Council befor~ 

April I, 1974. 
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I urge you to attend this meeting. If you wish to bring along a second 

-representative from your organization, please feel free to do so• 

Please contact Mr. Thomas Walters of the Community Development 

Commission at 224-2392 t~ confirm your attendance. 

Yours for a better Detroit, 

Coleman A. Young 
Mayor 


