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Important Community Council Meeting 

J/i d t /2 r2 Poli C(2 

7zt3getu!d 
Friday, February 2, 1968 
St _. Timothyr s Episcopal Church 

J1-i 5 t 'C <2 Ci f 

le en uge 7-5 ? 
Eight otClock P.M. 
Wyoming at Pilgrim 

-------------------------------
Rear tape recordings of the young people's own stories of 
what actually happened to them in the neighborhood~ Decide 
if they were treated fairly~ Should poli~e be able to take 
innocent minors to the stat.ion, then release them without an 
apology? What rights doe ·s an individual have in his home or 
on the stre ·et when confronted by authority? 

To answer these questions and many more that will be raised, 
officials from the following organizations will be present ~ 

AMERICAi."\J CIVIL LIBERTIES UNI ON 

COMMISSION ON COMJVIITNITY RELATIONS 

DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT 

NJ .. TION.AL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

* * * * * * * * * 
BE EURE TO ATrEND T-'.EFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 

• ., ' I -
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THE POLICE-C O DILEMMA 

In the last few weeks n a ~UJ:?-ber of incid ents 
which have caused concern , f ear hosti lity to develop in 
that area which :is referred to as " Police - Comm.unity Re la t i ons'~ 
This is particularly ironic because the new Inspector in our 
pr ecinct , Mr. Werner , is very concerne~ _wi~h h~v in ? goo d 
comm.unity relations and has shown some initi at iv e m this area. 
Some of the problems may requi r e action on a lev e l higher 
than that of Inspector Werner . 

What has happened is that our yo ung people hav e bee n stopped 
in the street , :in cars and :in the ir meeting place , question e d 
sometimes patted down, sometimes taken to the station and 
sometimes required to bring a par en t with them to the station. 
They have not been arrested or booked , but have been rel eased 
without apo l ogy . In some cases tm offic ers were di sco urt eo us 
and made racist remarks . 

Through the offices of the Community Counc il a meeting was 
arranged where some of the young peop l ~ some concerned adults 
and some officials got together to discuss the pr obl em. At 
this meet i ng we learned that many of the incid e nt s inv olved 
police officers from the Tactical Mobile Units (TMU) or the 
Precinct Support Units , neither of which a re r e sponsible to 
the Prec i nct Inspector . It was agreed that any photographs 
taken of juve nil es would be surrendered upon r equest . Written 
notes stating that the person picked up wo.s picked up by mi s 
take were to be issued to those who r e qu es ted them. However 
this ha s not been forthcoming b eca use this would require a 
ch ange in Police fupt policy an d must be cl ea red on a higher 
level . We are told they m-e working on this matter. 

The FCC feels that there are a number of questions which must 
?e discussed throughout the community because, the way these 
issues ar e resolved will effect the lives of us o.11. 

1. How can the police fulfill their function of apprehen
ding those who have commited crimes without violo.tion the 
rights and dignity of innocent citizens of all ages? . 

2 . How can th e police officers who are sick with the di
se ase of r ac ism or sadism be removed from public-contact po
sitions until they are cured? 

(continued on Page 4) 
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CRISIS IN THE SCHOOLS 

Ethel Ga rr e~t , Fitzg e r a ld PrA Pr ewi dent, has been l en ding a 
batt l e a ga inst the School Boar d t o keep Fitzg er a l d ' s c l ass 
siz e at a l evel where all childr en can l ear n. Wi th her 1006 
PI'A membe rs (t h~ st ate's l argest PrA) 100% beh ind her , she 
has been r e ~ponsible for l owering cl ass s iz e fr om 40 to 35 
by pressuring the Sch ool Boo.rd until they buss ed ch i ldre~ 
livin g on the f our str ee ts eust of Li verno i s to uncrowded 
qua lity schoo ls in Northw e st Det r oit. Two years ago when Mr. 
Macki e Johnson wo.s Pl'A Pr esident , the Schoo l Board r ent, ,ed 
sp ace at St • . Ti mothy's Church to house about 170 kindergarten 
and prima ry students. These p ast actio ns of the School Board 
were th e direct r es ults of st r ong pressure and comolo.ints :of 
the PI'A and greatly r a is ed the morale af our teachers who cil 
s o want quo.li ty educ at i on f or the youngsters . 

Sinc e many families with scho ol- age ch il dren ho.ve moved int o 
th e a r ea since f a ll, the c l o.ss size is aga i n growing . / In 
s pite c£ the f a ct th a t 11 0 6A's will oo graduating this month , 
Mrs. Garrett f e lt th at Fitz ge r ald School must r eceive fur ther 
r e lief. Ins tead , worj came that th e 6A1 s , who should go : to 
a Jr. High Sch oo l, will st ay at Fitzg er al d ! / 

Ir at e telegro.ms wer e sent to the Sch ool Boo.r d , and a group of 
PTA members met wit h the Di str i ct Supervi so r to protest tpis 
plan. The ,scheduled Pl'A progra m f or l a s t Tuesday wo.s canc~l 
l ed and t he School Board was invite d to defend thei r dec isi pn . 
The auditorium wo.s po.eked and the pane l of School Board m~m
bers, who had no solutions to off er , l ea rn ed what it is to be 
up again st fir e y Fitzgerald. 
Everyon e had a ch anc e to sp eak 
and they did • .After tb:is sh ow 
of united actio n an d co nc ern 
if the Boa rd does not act in 
our favor, Mrs. Garrett will 
call upo n you to sup port h er 
in her next move. The fol
lowing evening the Fitzgerald 
Cormnuni ty Council Boa rd voted 
to support the Pl'A in any ac
tion it might take.' 

* * * * * * * * 

MERCHANTS I AWARD 

Merchan ts in the area again 
want to award Fitzgera ld stu
dent s f or outstanding cit i ~ 
zenship grades . Aft er the 
last report ca.rd 172 students 
picked up the ir awards at 10 
diff erent stores. Cert ificates 
will be given after the Jan Jl. 
report card te lling where t o 
pick up the awards. 
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THE FCC GROWS! 

Booths were set up for the FCC 
Membershi p Drive on Dee 2 at 
the Puritan Community Market, 
Dannys Mo.rk et, R & C Discount 
and the Hardware Mnrt. Many 
neighbors \\ho were not fe.mili a r 
with trie work of thi FCC be
cmn.e aware of its pa st activ
iti e s and future plans. The 
Council's membersmp incre a sed 
by 170 families that dayl We 
hop e that these new members 
will join us at our meetings 
so that we can hear the:i:r hq:-es 
and destr ·es for the area and 
then all work together to mo.ko 
this the kind of neighborhood 
we ·want for our selves and 
our childreno 

* * * * * * 
Your Newsletter co.me· to you 
through the mail. The FCC, 
with th e help of the ·Fitzger
ald Neighborhood I mprovemen:ts 
Office, mailed it . to members 
and ct..hGr int erested resi den~~ 
It is hoped th at tho se of you 
who are not already members 
will join the Cornmuni ty Coun
cil at th e Febc 2nd meeting 
or mail your dues to the FCC 
0ffice 1 7434 W. Mc Nicholso 
Yearly family dues are $li 
$3 or $1~ what ever you wish 
to pay,. Please in ,Jlud e you r 
name, add.ress and phone num.-~ 
ber when you join~ 

* * * * * * 

IMPROVEMENTS CONTINUE 

Have yru net iced the Deiv st:iree t 
lights on your block? .These 
have been inst alled as part 
of the · Fitzgerald Neighbor
hood Improv ements Programo 
Our Fitzgeral d area -was f or
tun ate in r e ceivin g a Federal 
grant of 2.1 million doll ars 
to be used to renov ate th e 
a r ea" Through t h is pr ogr am 
low int er e st l oans or in some. 
cases, grants are available 
for homeowners to bring their 
homes up to code stan dards. 
Si de walks and curbs have 
been repaired, streets have 
bee n resurfaced , commercial 
alleys have been · paved und 
now our new street lights are 
being put in ~ The residen
tial alleys can be paved on 
mo·st blocks at a great saving 
to th e homeownGro Now is the 
time to sign a petition t9 
have your a lley paved., .then 
work can st q.rt as soon as the 
wea ther warmse If you have 
questions about this prog rclIJ. 
call their office ~ 862 -208 0 0 

POLICE (con't from p.2) 

3 c How can the yo uth of 
the community regain confi
dence in the integrit y of the 

, • 9 po-1.1ce. 

We will discuss these and 
other related issues at our 
February 2nd meetinge Please 
plan to be there ~ 


