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February 2, 1965,

Hon, Jerome P, Cavansu
City of Detroit,
City-County Building,
Detroit, Michigan.

gh, Mayor,

Dear Mr. Mayor:

On behalf of the members of our Association, we wish to go on record
as opposing the newly talked-about "Police Review Board,

Trying and suspending

a Police Officer for exerclsing his duty should

not rest in the hands of a group of citizens who has never been in a
position to choose between his life and t

hat of a law-breaking indi-
vidual, By

A Police Officer should be encouraged to perform his duty as his job
calls for and not tried, reprimanded and suspended as s small child
would be punished for mis-behaving, He is a "law-enforcing" man

and should be treated as such.

He should be everything his ™job"
implies and he should be given the right to exercise his aut

hority
and tc act according to the problem that confronts him,

Let us cease criticizing him, reprimandiﬁé him and suspending him
and then we will not have to keep crying for more Police Officers.

If an individual is not violating a law or committing a crime, he
need not and does not "run" when approached by an Officer. However,
when an Officer approaches him and he begans to "run", this, alone,
proves that an individual is gullty, and when he has been hurt or
killed, the Orfficer should not be taken to task for it and a group
of citizens decide whether or not he had done right or wrong. This
decision should be made only by the Police Commissioner.

-Officer 1s NOW only a "secondary" citizen, not having the
ﬁiZﬁ%i%g enter into political discussions; not being able to campaign
for what he wants; not being able to voice an opinion of any pclitica%
candidate; not being able to volce an opinion of what law or amendmen
he is for or against and not belng able to beleng to any civiec group.

Yet, when he acts to protect his life and the];ivalihood of his family
_he ia criticized. Are we fair? J

What has happened to the Officer who was alwe
‘ B'htgﬂéﬁgid 1 Who prcﬁgctad
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Hon. Mayor ]
City of Detroit,
Detroit, Mich.

» 8nd we hope the
his gun. Are we tr
of people or 4o we

e killed himself,

., We have too many Police
s left father-less because the

Let us "laud" him for a Job well done and :

and then, and only then, will we have a Police Force that we may be
proud of as doing its duty. The more authority that is given to an
Police Officer the better your citizens will be, knowing that if they
violate any law, they will be punished and not the man who ig upholding
the law, - i

let us CEASE suspending him

Again, we wish to
REVIEW BOARD",

0 on record as oppoéing tnia_lgtggtﬂi




