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John A. Ferris, Director, 
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SUBJECT: Report oo Cmplaints Filed l\gainst the Detroit Police Department 

'De foll.cMi.r¥J is a report on the status of Detroit Police Department 
OCl!plaints requested by the O::mni.ssioo. 

'!here are o.u:rently 191 carplaints peooirq against the Detroit Police 
Depart:m:!nt, involving allegations of racial discriminatico in the nature 
of denial of ~, unlawful arrest, and verbal arxl physical. abuse. 

'lbirty-six 0a1plaints are presently umer investigation and 155 catt>laints 
are in conciliation. Twenty-three of these cases have been ooncili.ated 
without success, or have proposed settlements peming which have oot been 
resJ:X)l'Xlej to. Q1e humred thirty cases have been aocepted for oonciliatioo, 
}nt.,ever, actim has been deferred peooirq establislrrent of a realistic and 
effective procedure and syst:en for resolution of the cases. 

'Dle present status of cases in oonciliation reflects a lcrq-standin;J problem 
growing rut of the respcn:3ant' s failure to engage in Jteal'U.nlful efforts to 
achieve voluntary settlenents, and the requi.rerrent of providing opportunity 
to in:lividual officers charged with discriminatory acts to participate in 
the ooociliatioo or heari.nJ process to the extent their persooal interests 
axe involved. 

O'.Xlsiderable difficulty am delay has oocurred in re--coiiciliating cases urder 
the new procedures~ by a Ccxlsent order in the federal court suit 
brought against the camd.ssioo by the Detroit Police Officers Associatial. 

As the result of on-going n!View and analysis of the c:xmciliatioo. caseload, 
72 Oatplaints against the Detroit Police Department have been closed si.Ix:e 
Januacy l, 1973. en~ 30, 1973, two cases were referred to the Attorney 
General's Office with n,cumerdations that a OW:ge be issued. 
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A task force of oonciliators has been assigned to review all pendi.rXJ 
cases for the J?UrlX)se of setting up c:::orciliati.on conferences. The 
oonferences will ocmnence on cases am/or groups of cases beg.inniJ'¥3 
the week of Deoerriler 10, 1973. 

In keepiJ¥J with time standaros for cxinciliation, the cases will be 
settled, closed or referred on for legal review within 30 days 
folloW'ing conference. Public hearings will be scheduled on all cases 
in which Olarges have been issued as expeditiously as IX)Ssible. 
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