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By BILL MATNEY

BOB MITCHELL is a ro-
tund, pleasant young man
with an engaging personality
and an easy ability to make
friends.

+ S

(Chronicle Managing Editor)

Following fast upon the arrest and beating of a
. |popular young Detroit businessman in a traffic violation
case, an outraged community Monday night held an
emergency meeting and formed the ‘Detroit Citizens
Committee in an effort to spur a “full and complete™
investigation of the incident.

Other significant developsaents: _//
@ Robert F. Mitchell, Jr., of 2801 "irgini; Park,

While working as a public
relations representative for
the Pfeiffer Brewing Co.,
7 Bob met people throughout
mlm MITCHELL faces the camera during Sahorday thé community and Io-

pressed them with his cap-
conference with his attoneys following release on writ. abilities, his sound business

] ¢ . ?:r:!mnr:z':u ability to fol- the beating victim, pleaded not guilty on a
TWO VERSIONS REVIEWED e G NEE o sy before Recorder's Judge George Murphy to-a du:p of

resisting an officer in the perfornifite ‘of “his

The plea was made through his attorney, ]ul.nn
Rodgers.

@ Police Commissioner Piggins late Tuesday or-

! |dered a trial board investigation of the case md ludmr-
ized Mitchell's attorneys to be present durin

. |tion proceedings. He indicatedthe probe 5ould be full

least, are seldomidound .in
men hardly out of their
twenties.

“I Don’t Know How
It is understandable, then,
It Happened to Me” |, o s cmouy

y incident that befell Mitchell
By ROY W. STEPHENS, Friday evening. ‘Because so
many people know Mitchell

Bruised, beaten and bloody, Robert (Bob) Mitchell,| jniimately, they hesitste to | JACKIE ROBINSON hits S10000 average ock Ffl O' Nuts Coffee Company and. | 2nd mmr*lefe

owner of a Westside cocktail lounge, sat in a pomfort-| belieyepolice statements that | against ‘race bias. The former Brookiyn \nsuunut chain. The contribution is to | @ Special sub-committees of the Citizens Committee

able chair Saturday-if the third-floor offices of his| Bob assaulted two police of- | Dodfjers star second baseman presents a organization in its legal work in the field {held ¢ with Chief Assi W Count

attorneys, gazed thoughtfully from 2 window and pon-| ficers and in turn, was sent | $10,000 check to” Arthur B. Spingarn, pres- nf il rights. The company recently ap- P° — "““c; (‘" “’d istant Wayne E:!Y

dered “how this ever happened to me."/ o Receiving hospital with | dent of the NAACP Legal Defense and  pointed Jackie as vice president in charge of | rosecutor Ralph Garber and Police Commissioner
.__.,_—' multiple injuries. Educationsl Fund, Inc. ip‘behalf of his new. “itdafge personnel staff, .nrd S. Piggins relative to separate, full-scale probes of

¢ Hours earlier, the 32-year old |stopped ™ By two patrolmen| nyCHELY was stopped by | employer William Black, president of the the arrest and beating.
| n ssserted he had |walking a beat. two foot patrolmen because 2 | i _ . .
been approached and stopped| o Sk 2o [his astomoltie had iene didac: | A PART OF FRFFDL'\[ FUND DRIVE | @ Assistant Prosecutors Kermit Bailer, Jr., and Sam:

by ‘two beat patrolmen, | uel Brezner were appointed special investigators to con
i %2, ot nd slugged | \dentified as Patrolmen Rob- | tive headlight. Mitchell says PP P 8

ert Lessau and James Davis |he resented being questioned | duct the Prosecutor’s probe.
before being arrested and Lessau | k I D t t

of Vernor precinct.) ds a hoodlum a r{lp shooter
rushed to Receiving hospital and 8 smart R, ...T” ac le n (2 ‘ Ol a ’ . A public statement cnndcmnmg the “brutal treat
where 10 stiiches were required | “They yanked both of my | v ment” accorded Mitchell was dispatched to press, radic
#0 close & gash in his head car doors open and one checked | He says the officers refused Jackie - Robinson, wnational chairman of the &————— tend d P P

Explaining the circum. | MY Credentials and the other to believe him when he ex- NAACP's 1057 Fight for Freedom Fund. who will for “the contributions of the (2 ciry administrative agencies by che Citizens Commit
| hrough the car and |plained he was 'a bar owner hi ht- tee.

stances which led to the al. |TUmmaged through U speak at Ebenezer AME church Wednesday, this week Spingarns and other - whi TH LAZE
fercation with the two patrel- |10und $43 in coin which I had jand the rolls of silver in his emphasized that the work of the NAACP * beneﬁtu not [Persons to the NAACP couse.” Mitchell' appeared in 'M—-

picked yip from the terminal. ession represented thl“gr
men, Mitchell told the (B Rie bustness only Negro citizens but the entire nation.” | Robinson said his interest | court Tuesday morning S .
Chronicle he left home'about' | “Although I tried 2o explain o id o — S in the NAACP stemmed f with his left arm in a l F
® pm. Friday enrouts to his |[ owned a bar and’needed ex-| The rest is well known- In ke progant wur o S e o ear ire
Ti o . J crisis,” Robinson told MmewS- . 4. ro.oion {0 the way | his observation of the work sling, a bruised right eye
place of business, The Tire- |tra change on weekends, the| ¥ ir reaction n | ' |

man Lounge, 7322 Tireman.  officers . The Bob Mitchell case is | mMen, “the colored peoples of | p;c !
e eriget 'ok:::ﬂ’mgmg being discumsed this ‘week | (he world have helr e7es |pandjed here at home. We | traveling abouf the country | laceration of his scalp. Dep ’t Of

N, _;uwedl b(vsoo%“w?s:hry ‘loating crap game, because it graphically fllus- | °° ""_'r'!":"‘:’l:m;“ : nlend the support of these peo- a1 2 professional baseball

‘ermina trates 2 continui blem, | TOS ple.” Robinson said. player. coy - ]
$o get a supply of change for|  Mitchell said Me again ex- | It has h.,,,,..,dnl: e past | “We expending huge - Monday, Mitchell filed a “Lax,t »
my bar,” Mitchell said. “While | plained the soufee and pres- | to the famors workes, (e |SUmS in Fiving assistance 10 The NAACP, the former | Negroes generally. he de-|complaint with the Detroit Yy
there, T met a friend, & DSR | ence of the rolls of coins but | common laborer, the ordin. |$07¢ Of these people "vbm:d National League baseball star |clared “take great pride in the 'FBI against Patrolmen Rob-'
driver, who wanted a lift 10| the two police officers ord- | ary citizen. Tk Shads T will be | aid, by helping to improve (| - lert Lessnau and Sames Davis,
West Warren and Williams” | ered him from hte car. |getermined ge ieayuce S Tor Negros 4} the arresting officers.

- | P v Now people realize, all t " .
Mitchell said he parked at| “They treated me like a ™ - 2 Robinson will

3 well, that it can happen to g this country strengthens the | R0 s
fhe_ intersection, dropped his |known hoodlum,” Mitchell con-| ANYONE! Ppe: Request Report i maton suiang | Wednesday

the race problem is| of the organization while and a gauze covering

A three-pronged probe b
officials of - the Detroit Fir
pa Department gnd the Fir

The complaint was filed |Fighters' Association this wee!
under s Federal statute pro- |2bsolved the department o

. | ““Ll '-M:d':‘w':l :l'l"'l'" set to the nati The public rally will feature 927 €vening when fhe two foot| razed a frame residence af
| an tmm e legislative h b y wil 3 = 3
(An Editorial) , One Perishes, Two| iz immeists ies o s i T e ol os | 3196 . Electric, Miling

he pulled away from the curb| Amos Mchrmle:,zcoﬁ
The savage beating of Robert. F. Mitchell, Jr., : at ,\W. Warren and months, and Bonnle -
by two Detroit (policemen points up clearly the fact Seno‘ISly Bumed

'w;lh only one headlamp op-| mick, 12 months,

Shmpaion-oll:md popaoid 50| State Senmator George ; speajer at & " charges of laxity in respond
drive to his bar, whén he was | (Continued on Page 4) The point is this, Bob Mit- Edwards and Rep. George other countries. (‘,r KAACP life members and ' viding $1.000- fine and/or 2 ing to a fire in the downrive
: ~ ——| chell, & businessman, law | H. Edwards sald Tuesday | Accordingly, he asserted, campaifn leaders vear in fafl for & law en- |k 0 R OE N N iTed -ou

WHAT IS “NECESSARY FORCE?” school graduate and promin- || they had wired Commis- | yhite people need to support - Wednesday .night he will | forcement/ officer. ‘'who de- |ihe lives of two children.

ent citizen,. possesses no || sioner Piggins for full de- | yhe NAACP as stron address a public membership | prives a ¢itizen of his rights .

N greater or lesser degree of | tails of the Bob Mitchell | Negroes becau s rally -at .7:30 pm. in the | viihoot e process of law. | - The charges had been
. - (Continued on Page &) incident. If the report B | 1k 1o the Ebenezer AME church, Brush : leveled by witnesses. and
. ag n ractlce 7, the ‘s0lons | people. The and Willis. | . (Mitchell was arrested Fri- | survivors of the fire which

that there is a wide gap between the pronounce- o i 4Conllnned on Page 4) (Continued o Page &)
menits of the Police Commissioner's office and the In Flash Fire e
actual process of law enforcement by policemen ifi One youth was fatally burn- AMMONS PLE. A S, GUILTY
the street. ed and two other persons are -
in a serious condition in-Re-
There can be no quéstion that Police Com- ceiving Hospital following a

missioner Edward Piggins will investigate fully flash _fire Sunday at 3889 Tor-
this latest instance of brutality and will more jrey.

IHypodermi_c Needle

than lik lore thi f th y bu as 16-year- * S h o ..
ooy b A |t s Trips Saxophonist
L Torrey address. 2

1 CHICAGO—Saxophone player Eugene Ammong, o
{6157 Rhodes avenue, Wednesday pleaded guilty to Rav
|ing a hyppdermic needle in his possession when he wa:
|arrested last Oct. 26-at~”
63rd and Stony Isla

Jury Court Judge Joseph F.| The 31.vear-old Ammon

However we are forced to submit that this

g 3 : y 11, 36, suf-
does very little good either for Mr. Mitchell, his ‘{ex‘;’ bi::f‘:;o,“,;"uomwug
family or the community inasmuch as he has sus- i, body and right arm. Her
tained a horrible beating,. with very little assur-". |condition is temporary serious.
“ance ‘that the act will not be npelted with somé | X

In critical condition s 1¢

other citizen in the future. ,u,_:u uarug Crowell,

(Jan. 31 hearing -it his recor
is clean.
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lliam T. Mitchell sald the patrol-
Scruggs, | men dragged him from the
y.Damon | car, slugged him in the stom-
Spencer, | ach, beat him  about the
wn, Al| head, body and legs. Twe
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"'“""'mi ‘ Mitchell said, and several
were dislocated. ‘.
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- traffte | scout car that came by.
beating The young businessma
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performance of his duty.
Tesufying Monday before
Judge Schemanske, Parolmen
Lessau and Davis said they
halted Mitchell because only
one headlamp was operating

! latter’s credentials.

They quoted Mitchell as
saying, “Why are you pick-
ing on me? I'm not a hood.
lum and 'm in a hurry |
get to my place of business.
*“Thy, patrolmen said they or-
dered Mitchall from the car
"lh‘ he refused to either get
!outorperlnit!hemmmh
the vehicie.

Patroimen Lessau and Davis
said Mitchell suddenly drove
»f dragging Lessau “about
five feet™

Lessau sald he was abh
to seize the auto registration
from Mitchell's hand when
the latter stopped the car
and got oul.

2  “struggle, ensued during
which Mitehell struck Lessau
an the arm and ripped Davis’
Sadge from his uniform.

Both officers said it was
necessary to subdue Mitchell
and Lessau struck him on the
head with a night stick.




