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people,
fighting for them as they did
mouthing off high-sounding;
shoeking cliches and theories,
we'd be in pretty good shape.

Don't treat challenges
they’re invincible. To do that
1s to perform an abortion on
the solutions that were ready

h-lphuuum and

to rise up and deal with those
challenges.

Take that, Mr. Freddy
Crosby.

Tots and Teens

(Con't. from Page 3-A)

adhered to in order to ac-
comodate and sustain a ‘‘close-
knit bond" and to “‘establish an
extended family support
system."”"

Although each chapter, accor-
ding to the Detroit chapter vice
resident and scholarship chair-
man, is dedicated to enhancing
the development of Black
tamilyhood, each 1is in-
dividualistic in carrying out the
national objective.

““The Detroit chapter will not
sponsor single parents for
membership,” Shepherd sald.
“*And the men have traditionally
held the position of chapter presi-
dent.”

Some, on first inspection, may
be quick to brand the Detroit
chapter as .exclusive, perhaps
even sexist, in its direction.
Shepherd contends it would be an
unfair conclusion.

““The act that we do not accept
single parents for membershp
does not make us exclusive,” she
sald. "“We're bombarded with
reports of diminishing Black
families and our chapter stands
in direct contradiction to those
reports.

*“The Oakland and Wayne
chapters do accept Single parents
for memberships and one day.
perhaps the Detroit chapter will
follow suit. Times are changing
and, yes, there is a growing
number of - single-parent
households. Personally, I would
iike to see our sponsorship policy
altered. Because they are single
does not mean that these parents
are any less dedicated and they
are, and have been, assets to
other chapters."

Youth corp

(Con't. from Page 1-A)
and falls in line with the center’s
philosophy to develop the entire
person — the mind as well as the
body and soul.

““We were hoping to motivate,
stimulate and entice these young
people,”* Coffeld said. “But we
were stopped In our tracks."
The center's credibllity was
recently threatened when two
former Youth Corps employees
charged that Alkebu-lan, a non-
profit organization, was a private
business and was performing du-
tles outside of city regulations.

Lacrease Walker, 21, was ter-
minated on grounds of insubordi-
nation and Charlene Weathers,
20, talled to return after Walker's

dismissal, sald Roger Hughes,

supervisor of both women.

Walker went to the Detroit
News with her version of what
happened resulting in a report
which escalated into controversy
and an investigation by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

The IRS was asked\to deter-
mine if Alkebulan was a non-
profit organization or a private
business. It was verified July 28
that the center maintained its
non-profit status.

Because the center had to wait
for the IRS verification, Cofield

damaged. -
pen,” he sald, “however, it hurt
us because we were In a situation
!where our integrity was at
Btake.”

*“In 1984, when Jesse began

running presidency,
most Black politiclans ran
trom us. Conyers lent his
name and the gave the cam-
paign the prestige of having a
USs. the

congressman
Jackson bid. The real issue
here is one Jesse likes to talk
about — reciprocity. Jesse
says that Blacks l!\nln'.h.

Democratic-Black relation-
ship.”

Already, the campaign of
1989 has seen the web of
alliances to Jackson, Young
and Conyers become tangled.
Joel Ferguson, Jackson's
Michigan cam manager
in 1988, actively opposed
Mayor Young's candidate
(Michael Dukakis) in the
Michigan primary. ' But
Ferguson has said he'll back
Young in the 1989 mayoral
election.

And Greg Mathis, who was
Jackson's campaign coor-
dinator for Detroit, is now
working as Mayor Young's
campaign manager.

Jackson factor.

Jackson rift is largely a thing
of the past.

“I would say that there was
ity

“But the mayor showed
good faith by not fighting Jesse
Jackson in 1988. I can tell you

that

the mayor really cut loose his
troops to work hard for Jesse.
Since the election, the mayor
and Jesse have had several
meetings and whenever
Jackson has come to town, the
two have been cordial. They
have appeared together
several times, including most
recently in a joint press con-
ference.”

disagreed, calling the
mayor a *“major obstructionist
in 1984" who was forced by
overwhelming grassroots
Jackson support to alter his
position in 1988.

“It wasn't a matter of Cole-
man Young

mayor was pragmatic enough
to know he couldn’t stand in

‘When yw look at what's
the relation-

early supporter of Jesse
because it was the right thing
to'do — and it is clear that just
as Conyers has been the cons-
cience of , Jesse has
been the conscience of
America."”

But Riddle said he can't -
predict what Jackson will doin
the Detroit mayoral election.
He contends that Rev. Jackson
will be influential but only if he
chooses what he called the
“right side” of the issue. He
cites the Detroit school board
election as an example of
Jackson choosing the wrong
side.

“] was working for the -
HOPE team in the recent
‘board elections, and

school board
J.-m-hvnmwhr

nnh.nunb-'m(m

Jesse's support for the
cumbents.

“But Jackson can be a ma-
jor tactor in this election. If he
didn’t do anything but urge
people to get out and vote, e
be a factor. That's because

Coleman levldhllmla
have & vested interest in a low
voter turnout.””

Bob Berg, Mayor Young's
press secretary, says the
Jackson-Young relationship
has never been as cool as
many were led to believe.

““The mayor and Jesse are

they have not been personal

po!
paign for the presidency
demanded mt Jesse, in
return, rush to them get
elected in loul elections.

the important things national-
ly that he's doing.

“It's unfair because Jackson
is more than just a

— he's a leader. He's not just
-quldpnqlnpolmmnwhn
rmines what to do based

the best way to get to a place
they both want to go.

“But the real issue s not
who is going to get what en-
dorsements. It's about who's
going to do the best job in run-
ning the City of Detroit for the

nn did for him.
He' lllanderwmhl.lpui
tion based on whether or not
it's right. I believe that he will
decide that he will not

top-
ple one of the best big-city
mayors this nation has ever
seen.'

Carver & Curtis

started his business, the eco-
nomic and social climates were
far different from today, Curtis
explained.

““There were no opportunities
tor Blacks, no such thing as re-
cruiting or developing Blacks for
prime areas of employment,” he
sald. “‘As a result of my experi-
ance and my association with Dr.
arver, I could offer employment
spportunities for my people; It
was a motivating force in start-
ing my own business.”"

The pivotal point in Curtis’ ca-
ceer, obviously, was his work
with Cagver. Following his grad-
\sation from Cornell University
and teaching tenure at North
(Carolina A&T, Curtis received a
general education board fel-
lowship to be the assistant to
Carver in 1935.

“Dr. Carver had tremendous
powers of concentration,” recall-
ed Curtis. “T admired his ‘idio-
syncrasies’ and approached the
prospect with the attitude it was
my fault, not his, if I didn't
measure up to his standards.”

Carver, who had a longstand-
ing reputation as being difficult to
work with, soon fayored Curtis
with his approval and, ultimate-
ly, turned the bulk of his research
over to him.

Outside of the laboratory, Cur-
tis proved to be instrumental in
fundraising for and establishing
such projects as the Carver Che-

(Con't. from Page 1-A)

murgic Research Program, the
George Washington Carver Re-
search Foundation, the Carver
Museum at Tuskegee Institute

the Carver cabin exhibit at
Gréentleld Village.

Moving to Detroit in 1944, Cur-
tis used his knowledge to manu-
facture har care, skin care and
health-related products with a
peanut base marketed to the

Madam Irene
West dies

By Robbie McCoy

When Madam Irene West and
Mahalia Jackson were young,
both lived Hillery Street in New
Orleans. They were friends and
talked about eventually becom-
ing noted gospel singers.

Both did.

African

“Detroit, in the 1940s, probably
led the country in developing and
thriving Black businesses,” he
sald. “We had four hotels here,
maybe 11 insurance agencies and
s0 forth. It was the time and the
place for a Black person to start
a bustness.

“However, when integration
came, we deserted our business
community rather than renewing
the process it took to build it,""
Curtis continued. “We are very
thankful for our customers — it
was through hard work, determi-
nation and providing quality pro-
ducts-that we were able to get
their support.”

He noted that it is imperative
for African Americans to build an
economic base through building
businesses. “'If we could corral
the spending of our dollars, if we
could show the same enthusiasm
for essential things as we show
for our sports teams, we could
return self-pride and unification
to our community."

Defying dmgs (Con't. from Page 1-A)

and users have occurred.

While a general consensus
among many public officials
toward vigilante actions has been
favorable, a line is being drawn
by some as to the degree these
actions serve as adjuncts to law
enforcement efforts.

Often noted, too, is the fact that
most of these citizens are work-
ing class folk with families and
cannot commit an inordinante
amount of time to volunteer law
enforcement.

That criticism, however, is

tempered in large part by the fact
that well respected clergymen

GUESTING HERE —
United will celebrate its first an-
nual Festival of the Cultural Arts
Fridoy, Aug. 4, at 5781 Grand
River ot McGraw, with Dick

Families

Gregory, Mayor Young and
other Detroit officials. A
6:30-8:30 program will be
followed by a reception featuring
an art exhibition, <Art From A
Black Prospective,”)and several
guest, artists ond entertainers.
Refreshments will be available.

are making up a growing number
of these groups.

Chicago IL's Father George
Clements successtully lobbied for
state legislation banning the sale
and purchase of drug parapher-
nalia by local merchants.

In Detroit, a non-profit com-
munity investment arm of 12th
Street Baptist Church — REACH
Inc. — has successfully curbed
drug activity and begun redevel-
oping westside neighborhoods.
The church is pastored by the
Rev. Lee Earl

On the city's eastside — an
area two years ago that saw
residénts burn down one crack
house — Rev. Keith Butler has
been preaching and teaching
economic revitalization and a
more tangible City Council
response to the drug problem

Butler, who filed last week to
be put on the ballot of the Sept. 12
City Councll race, said more
comprehensive and definitive ef-
forts to eliminate the abandoned
housing problem are needed.

Many of these houses are
reportedly used by drug dealers
and users

Butler sald he supported the
actlons of fellow clergymen such
as Chicago's Clements because
they chose to follow the political
process.

**There's a lot of frustration out
there but the response to that
doesn’t have to overstep the
boundaries of the law,” said
Butler. “That's the difference
between what can make a
Clementine Barfield and what
can happen like in Washington."'

Barfield, mother of a teen who
was shot to death, 1s the founder
of Save Our Sons and Daughters
(SOSAD).

‘are expected to at-
tend a memorial service on Fri;

day, Aug. 4 and funeral on Satur'

day Aug. 5 for Madam West. Both
services will be held at the New
Galilee Spiritual Church, 8025
Harper. Viewing of Madam West
will begin at 4 p.m. Thursday at
the Swanson Eastside Chapel.

The funeral will be at 11 a.m.
on Saturday. Bishop M.J. Moore,
pastor, will officiate at the ser-
vices.

Madam West, 77, died Satur-
day, July 20 at the New Grace

Nursing Care Center, where she
had been confined.

Madam West, daughter of a
New Orleans Baptist minister
and wife, the Rev. and Mrs. An-
drew Watson, moved to Detroit 57
years ago. It was here that her
singing career bloomed along
with her missionary work

The Universal Liberty in Christ
Church, pastored by Rev. Ralph
J. Boyd, was organized in her
home 44 years ago, and she serv-
ed faithfully in the Church of our
Prayer until she decided to
return to the Baptist Church,
jolning Oakland Avenue Baptist
Church, under the leadership of
the late Rev. William Wilson.

Madam West was closely
assoclated with Dr. Thomas
president of the

Rev. James Cleveland once sang
with the Gospel Hummingbirds
together.

When the Rev. C.C. Chapman,
known as the ““Traveling Shoe
Man," would come on the air

Warren harassment__

knew spotted them and stopped to
pass the time of day with them
for a few minutes, McCrary said

Shortly after the officer left, ac-
cording to McCrary, "'seven War-
ren police cars pulled into the lot,
one of them hit us head on.”

McCrary sald the officers got
out of their cars shouting racial
obscenities and told them there
had been a radio call received
that two Blacks were in the K-
Mart parking either selling or us-
ing drugs and had a gun

““They made us get out and
searched us both,” McCrary
asserted. “"And they searched
Rosalyn in a way they had no
business doing — putting their
hands on her breasts and between
her legs.

““They told us ‘we don't want no
niggers in Warren' even after
they learned we lived in the city
and a check on me carmg up
clean."

McCrary said the officers then
made them get back into their
van and drive across Eight Mile
Rd. to Detroit where ‘‘we were
told not to come back into War-

each Sunday some 20 years ago,
Madam West was with the chotr
many times, and she ws a loyal
supporter of Mother Waddles'
early start with the Perpetual
Mission on Adams and St. An-
toine Street.

Madam West started singing
when she was seven years old
and she and Mahalia Jackson
continued to be lifelong friends
and colleagues in their careers.

Madam West once hosted her
own regular broadcast show over
WJLB, and she won many ad-
mirers singing her favorite song,
“Move on Up A Little Higher,"
which also was a favorite of
Mahalia's.

She was known throughout the
community as a Good Samaritan,
helping those who called upon her

ren. One of the cars stayed park-
ed on Dequindre near our apart-
ment and every time we tried to
come that way he flicked on his
(emergency lights) as & warning
not to come that way."

McCrary sald that after driving
around for a few hours not know-
ing what to do, at about 5:15 a.m.
they spotted a Michigan State
Police officer driving in a mark-
ed car near the Eight Mile/I-75
topside area and hailed him.

““We told him what had happen
ed and he escorted us home, even
though he said the matter was out
of the State Police’s jurisidic-
tion,” said McCrary. “The War-
ren police car was still there
when we arrived but they didn't
bother us.”

Lt. Eric Humphrey, assistant
post commander for Detroit's
State Police unit, was checking
Monday to determine the identi-
ty of the officer whom McCrary
sald was Black.

“‘It would be unusual for them

to find an officer topside,” Hum-
phrey sald. “We're usually on the

all hours of the day, and she was
regularly encouraged by the Rev.
C.L. Franklin via the New Bethel
Baptist broadcast.

According to daughter
Hollistene Leslie, Madam West
kept a constant vigil over the
youth of the community. and
many of them with accompany
her to church services.

Madam West's survivors in-
clude her husband, Hollis West;
two daughters, Hollistene Leslie
of Detroit and Robertjean Lenox
of Los Angeles; grandchildren,
Laura Huguley, Aaron and An-
tonlo Rivers, Jenise Leslie, Vic-
tor Jackson, LaGrene and Ishia
Lenox; three great grand-
children and a sister, Willie Mae
Poe, of Detroit.

(Con't. from Page 1-A)

treeways."

McCrary and Turk sald that
since the Incident they have been
plagued by harassing tactics
such as Warren police officers
questioning their neighbors about
them and being followed.

“I've found the wheels on (the
U-Haul truck) loosened and pop
poured in the gas tank," McCrary
added.

Dalpra said that while the cou-
ple’s allegations seemed dublous
to him, *if they come in and talk
to me and their claims prove
valid, 1 promise It'll be
thoroughly investigated."

Earller this year a Black
female prisoner filed a. Civil
Rights Commission complaint
against Warren police claiming
she was wrongly detained, noted
Dalpra.

The commission ruled in the

department’s favor, he sald.

*“Warren's population is mixed
with many ethnic backgrounds,
he added. “We don’t have an in-
ordinate race-related problem
here.”
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