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In spite of the controversy in which poli
frequently involved currently, there has Wﬂﬁﬂhllﬁ?
been a better time in our history to be 8 police: cre

The demands are greater—but more challene:s
While many show increasing disrespect to F'ﬂ'lfclél ..
has made others respect good officers and tood o
work even more, The fact that police are in the fors
of public attention testifies to the increased public awareness ﬂfth'a
tance of the police function.

While the police role has its risks— it always has had them—itha par.

sonal risks are no greater than they have been in times past, and ‘l!'lﬁ s
wards are much improved.

People who are concerned about having a city—and a m“"."'!"l'-l_';'-
liveable, and peaceful, and enjoyable, are much more aware now thar

before that only with the help of respected and professionalized police
services can such goals be reached,

Public sentiment is moving our way. But as always, ne ither'hig_H5-l_
nor glowing words can capture and keep public support. In the end that is
determined by how well the officer in the street does his job.

In these times of instant television coverage and intensive ne
porting of police activities, nothing wins public support more effec
loses it more quickly than officer reaction in street situations whi

decisions have to be made in a fraction of a secmdﬂcisi;&ﬁ_ﬁﬁ- !
involve your own life or the life of another, '

It is both a burden and a supreme challenge in policing that
must exercise the greatest discretion are those who have the
ponder the effect of their acts——not the highest ﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ"ﬂjxﬁmﬁ
very basic echelon, the officers in the street. It is a complete
the usual organizational roles.

Police training tries to condition each officer to be able -
kinds of decisions—uwhen they have to be made—wi
own life and the lives of the Innocent. That'-rﬂ""#l.i'l"ﬁ?-
i r2ge: and the sharpest kind of discrimination as to wh,
the situation, and to what extent the officer’s life is thre
an instant’s time, Sometimes change in “‘atmosphere”” j
% Community can increase a police officer’s ief .-

sarily, increasing the danger, not to himself, but
him une:“l}EC‘IEdl‘p‘. hhil A 0

How high is the personal risk o a Detroit pol
certainly nothing to be casyal ly dismissed. Howeve
1.hE rEﬂﬂl‘dS. - e R AT A TS Ll
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It is shocking and ettable that six fine
their lives as a raﬁuitﬁ:?rcﬁml}mllmgi%"
“anuary of 1969 through March of 1970, -
alarming jump in g line-of-duty ﬂ'm"t'i" i

lives lost & year for some 30 years. It i
' nother argument for
control laws, that all police in



| But consider the Detroit police who served during the 1920's., In the
rmdstl of the Prohibition years, when rum-running fostered gangsterism, ten
Detroit police officers were killed in an eleven-month period trom February,
1925, through January, 1926. Nine of the ten were shootings, and nine of the

ten were by criminal action. This was the worst death-toll in the history of
the department,

_ Elsewhere .il:l these pages a graph (Fig. 1) is displayed which shows the
nistory of fatalities in the Detroit Police Department incurred in line of duty.

It is a kind of “‘profile of risk.”” The Prohibition yvears clearly stand out as
the time of greatest risk.

From the time the Detroit Police were formally organized in 1865, until
1883—a calm and quiet 17 years——no officers lost their lives in the per-
formance of duty. The first such death took place October 5, 1883, when
Patrolman George C. Kimball was *'shot by a crook,” as the language of

the old report states. Within less than two months, two more officers were
killed, also by criminal action.

Over the next 30 years, 37 officers were killed in line of duty, 27 of
them as a result of criminal action. The first accidental death was a bicycle
patrolman who was struck by an electric car in 1899. The worst year during
the period was 1917, when seven officers were killed, five by criminal action.

During the next eight years, 1923—1930, from Prohibition to Depression,
officer deaths on duty skyrocketed to 50—35 of them by criminal action.

=t 1 The Detroit News
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PROFILE OF DETROIT POLICE FATALITIES
IN LINE OF DUTY-I865-1970 (THROUGH JULY)
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' iminal action have become the
In recent years accidents rather than criminal ac )
chief cause of officer fatalities, The shift took place in the 1960°s and pre-

dominated until 1969.

The rate of fatalities based on the size of the ::Iepartr[lant _refle-:ts even
more sharply how dangerous it was to be a Detroitpolice ufflcler in the ‘]Elﬂl.'.‘r_‘s.
The rate in 1925 was one fatality for every 380 police officers on the job

and in 1969, i1t was one 10 1230.

There is another set of statistics which bears examination (Fig. 2_}. That
is the number of citizens killed by police, in line of duty, in which the
verdict after examination was “‘justifiable.”

In one five—year period, 1926—1930, there were a total of 183 *‘justi-
fiable'" citizen homicides by police. Matching this total with the large number
of police killed during the same period suggests that there was almost a
state of warfare at that time between police and some citizens.

FIG. 2
Police Fatalities Citizens Police Fatalities Citizens
Killed By I Killed By
Criminal | Accidental Police Criminal | Accidentol Police
YEARS | Action B Other Total  |(Justifiobie)] YEARS | Action B Other Total blad]
883 3 0 3 1938 2 0 2 13
1890 | 0 | 1939 | Q I &
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There were 28 ““justifiable’ killings by police reported in 1943—a riot
year——and 25 in 1967, during a period in which such fatalities averaged only
five a year. In 1943 there were four police deaths caused by criminal action,
and in 1967 there was one. In 1968 there were 12 citizens killed by police,
and two officer deaths, one accidental. In 1969 there were 13 ““justifiable’

citizen fatalities and four police deaths, all by criminal action.

The civil unrest problems of recent years, and the number of am
assaults on police officers, in Detroit as well as elsewhere, raisaa Ei,‘

aster that many of those who attack police hope to pmvﬂlm. i
's taking every precaution it can to alert and protect its
dangers, either one of which is an evil to be avoided. W

—

Fig. 3
POLICE KILLED, 1960 —1968
by type of weapon

FIREARMS:
HANDGUNS 350
SHOTGUNS 58
RIFLES 47
SUB TOTAL 455
“NIVES 4

PERSONAL (fists, feet, ah:l T
AUTOS, CLUBS- ETC. 9

TOTAL 475
Source —=F.B.I. Uniform Crime F
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Nationally, as the F.B.l. has reported in its_ most recent annual g :
during the period 1960~1968 more than 300 police officers were killed iy
accidents in line of duty, while 475 were killed as a result of criminal actign,

By contrast, Detroit during the same period lost four men to criminal action
and 10 to accidents.

Of the officer-fatalities reported nationally, 96 percent of those invol-
ving criminal action were committed with firearms, and 77 percent of the
firearms killings were with handguns (Fig. 3).

As might have been expected, the majority of the victims—aé6 percent—
were scout-car officers in “‘response’” situations (Fig. 4). 'Iwantyr-aight
percent of the officers were killed attempting to make an arrest, 20 percent
responding to a disturbance or family-trouble call, and 19 percent intervening
in a robbery in progress (Fig. 5).

This analysis suggests certain conclusions:

The greatest danger to police officers today comes from excessive
availability of handguns to citizens.

Response and arrest procedures need to be reviewed from the point of
view of officer-safety as well as prompt apprehension of the criminal,

Officers can never relax their vigilance in the presence of known or
suspected criminals,

Police need to take more precautions than ever, not only for their own

satety, but to make sure that any use of their own firearms is truly *‘justi-
fiable.""

FIG. 5

POLICE KILLED BY FELONS

BY TYPE OF POLICE ACTIVITY 1960 — 1968

RESPONDING TO “DISTURBAMCE" CALLS
(Fomily quorrels, man with Qun, &fc)

BURGLARIES IN PROGRESS, OR
PURSLING BURGL ARY SUSPECTS

ROBBERIES N PROGRESS, OR PURSUING
ROBBERY SUSPECTS

ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING,
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS

INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS PERSONS ha
AND CIRCUMSTANCES '

AMBUSH / DERANGED PERSONS
(Ne warning=-unprovoked atlock)
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