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MEMORANDUM

TO: WILLIAM L. CAHALAN
Prosecuting Attorney

FROM: MORTON J. TATKEN
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

RE: Fatal Shooting of CLIFFORD HOWELL, M/N/13 years old
Homicide File: 5-754799

CONCLUSION: All facts and circumstances indicate justifiable action
b{ a police officer acting in the course of duty. The deceased was
shot while fleeing from the scene of a B & E after ignoring three
commands to "Halt" by a uniformed officer.

FACTS: During the evening of 9-13-69 a fight occurred between
Marilyn White, 15/W, of %ﬁiﬁ Fischer and Yvonne Howell, 16/N, of
1420 Fischer in the area of 1426 Fischer. This altercation resulted
in a llrfgr group of friends of both participants becoming involved
in the dispute. ?h{ﬂicnl injuries were suffered by Miss White and
her cousins Eva Lock, 14/W, and Mary Lock, 12/W. Marilyn's uncle,
Stanley Lock and his children were visiting Lillian White, Mr. Lock's
sister, at said dwelling. Mr. Lock broke up the fight and ordered
his children and Marilyn White into the house to avoid more trouble.
'Mﬂilt’llj’. subsequent to this, the opposing group began to break
windows in the dwelling at 1426 Fischer.

Stanley Lock left the dwelling with the children at 9:30 P.M. at —
this time Mr. Lock observed a TMU car occupled by Patrolman William
Orton and William Jennison and flagged them down, informing them of
the trouble. Mr. Lock further informed them that the group had
Jthreatened to burn the house down and take everything in the house.
'The officers assured Mr. Lock that they would give the house special
attention and he left with the children. :

'A: approximately 10:30 P.M. the same TMU car drove to the rear of
. '1426 Fischer and both officers left to inspect the dwelling. As they
proached the rear of the home they observed the lights of the home
hing on and off and upon approaching the rear porch the officers
ob four negro females exit the dwelling with bundles of clothing.
As the females saw the officers, :hlzrlpll.l: up, two of them running back
into the dwelling, and two escapi om the scene, Patrolman Orton
ued the females into the dwelling and then stopped to orient himself
: md. of the dwelling and heard noises cui.:’ from th
dwelling. F n toward the da
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_- haee \J) shots at the Liceing
summoned to 8726 Bradley, where the

ering a ¢ ‘ th d of
the back. The deceased was o y 6 beund: thru gunshot woun u

nnuu;ed to Detroit General Hospital
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A statement of one Juvenile accomplice substantiates the

fight and throwing of bottles through the windows of the Enui and
the deceaseds’ Participation in the B & E.

Loretta Green, 19/N, an nncnmflice in her statement substantiates
Patrolman Orton yaliing "Halt" two or three times before he shot,
Miss Green plead gullty to attempt larceny in a building on 9-19-69.

A statement from Patrolman William Jennison, Orton's partner sub-
stantiates getting information from Mr. Lock and the subsequent B & E.

A statement from Patrolman Orton substantiates getting information frc
M the subsequent B & E, and warning the deceased three times
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September 30, 1969

MEMORANDUM

IR:: Patrolman William Orton

I have reviewed the

Stop, and it ig my conclusion therefore, that the

WILLIAM L. CAHALAN
Prosecuting Attorney of

Wayne County
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