Young blas

By Danton Wilson
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

‘Young said he believes a lot of
Detrofters have “‘bought into"

he saw as the major ac-
of his 16-year
tenure as the city's leader and
what he considered the greatest
disappointments.

Page 5-A, Young speaks
out on Tom Bemow, Er-
ma Henderson 'and the
special investigative
unit.

ts media coverage

In exclusive interview

what hé sald was the media- they have the most intense’
created of

tell you to believe."

He sald he is “‘saddened and
angry" by the violent deaths of

intense crime problems because
.

would be an

“‘extremely In-
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A Look
At Its
Continuing
Reign

(Part one of a series)

By Alvin Steele
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

ou can love it, or you
can hate it. But you
can't really deny it:
this Is the age of rap.

The beat seeps into ‘ears
from booming trucks ‘and
private earphones. The words
find their way into classrooms
and family discussions. Televi-
sion commercials and glant
billboards use the rapping

to market products
ranging from sneakers to
refrigerators. From Way-
cross, Georgla to rap's mecca
in New York, young people are
tuned in to the rap beat.

D.J. JAZZY JEFF and the Fresh Prince, one of the many rap groups
domineting today’s airwaves, is sending out the indisputable

messige

SALT N' PEPA recognized as
the queens of rap music, were
the first female rappers to
gain national appeal

~ Andre Saith photo

rap music is here to stay.

Rap is hoidnger simply a
musical genre. It has spilled
over into soclety and become
a culture.

But to what end? What are
the consequences of this inva-
sion of rhymes that critics say
range from the truly inspired
to the truly terrible”

Local educators, activists
and political leaders say
categorizing rap as a “'good”’
or a “bad" Is a futile effort
And they say it's much too
powerful to be ignored. Rap's
potential for negative regres-
sion is perhaps only matched
by its potential for positive
edutation.

“I'm not all that familiar

" sald Deputy Mayor
Adam Shakoor, considered the
city's crime czar. “I've heard
raps that send out some
positive messages. And I've
heard some that really don't
even belong in & gutter conver-
sation. I think we should en-
courage our children to be

wise and selective in what they
listen to.

““We should support the ones
who are positive. Music, and
the whole media industry —
from movies to records —
have contributed to the crime
and viglence that we see in
soclety. We African Ameri-
cans should be especially con-
cerned about that because our
folks tend to be more intense-
ly involved in listening to the
radio, watching television and
going to the movies. There 18
a definite relationship between
that and the violence we see In
the community.”

But Shakoor says supporting
positive rappers s only a start
A larger battle, he says, is to
wean young people from the
distracting attachment to non-
stop

Officials
suspended
in stores
scandal

By Robert E. McTyre
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Two officlals of the city's
Bullding & Safety Engineering
Dept. (B&SE) were suspended
last week as a result of an ongo-
ing police investigation, accord-
ing to knowledgeable sources.

“Yes, many young people
tend to spend too much time
listening to radios and watch-
ing television, as opposed to
the more positive things they
could be doing — like going to
the library and reading or dis-
covering some of the areas of
historical m iness to
us. They could, for example,
broaden thelr experiences to
include a trip to the Under-

und Railroad terminal at
Second Baptist Church."

Bob Law, host of a national
Black call-in talk show

(Con't. on Page 4-A)

Agent Orange victims can get help

By Jill Day-Foley
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

conflicting study results cloud
answers to veterans' questions,
charge of the Great

For the 400,000 Vietnam-era
veterans in Michigan, the bat-
tlefields they left 14 years ago
still loom as an.awful reality for
them today. Due o exposure to
toxic defoliants, most common of
which is Agent Orange, studies
show that the horrors of war may
be with veterans and their
families for the next generations.

The combat continues as the
federal government still lags in
taking definitive action, the

mis-

“Michigan Agent

sion{MADC) drags its feet and

Lakes Assoclation of Combat
Vetefans (GLACV)

/“The truth and the human
reality of what is happening is all
we need,"” sald Gregg Knowlton,
who has complled a vast amount
of information on the various
defoliants used in Vietnam and
their effects’ based on state
studies. “We're very unhappy
with the commission’s progress;
we're not pleased with it in its
present form or its activities.”

Larry Pilkinton, of the

(Con't. on Page 4-A)

MANY VIETNAM veterans are
victims of Agent Orange.

By Williom Patterson
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Annivory Calvert last year
denied under oath several times
that she ever had dated Mayor
Young or had been his social
companion.

Calvert made the denials in a
sworn deposition givén Feb. 2,
1988, at Police Headquarters. Her
testimony was in connection with
her involvement in an altercation
with a former Detroit police of.
ficer who had asked her to move
her illegally parked car during

Calvert denied Young
relationship in 1988 report

The include payofts
and other improprieties with
some store owners of Middle
Eastern descent.

The investigation was prompt-
ed by an item which ran during
a recent Michigan Chronicle
series on the decline of Black
neighborhood store owners,
sources sald.

Suspended for 30 days were
Ronald Carmiona, supervising in-
spector, and David Alexander,
building inspector.

Carmona, who has been off sick
for the past three weeks after ex-
periencing chest pains, received
notification by certified letter
dated June 21. Alexander was
suspended June 23. Both could
tace criminal charges.

The investigation spans several
years of alleged illegal activity n
B&SE, sources sald.

“Péople in (B&SE) knew, or
had ideas this kind of thing had
been going on for a long time,"
sald an official who esked not to
be named. ‘“When the Chroni-
cle's) plece ran, I uess it put the
matter out there where action
had to be taken."

The invest'gation centers
around wheth :r Carmona, Alex-
ander and others received

(Con't. on Page 4-A)

the 1984 Grand Prix here.

According to witnesses, Officer!
Curtis Burton, who has since
retired on disability from the
force, approached a city car
driven by Calvert and occupled
by her mother, Yvette Porter,
two sisters, Mary Ann and
Charlotte Porter, and Calvert's
20-month-old child, Joel, and ask-
ed her to move it because she was.
blocking an entrance to a parking
lot on E. Jefferson and Orleans.

Calvert reportedly refused and.
demanded that Burton check

(Con't. on Poge 4-A}

Police

By Charles Williams
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Elka and Erica Gaston were
celebrating a friend’s birthday at
a downtown club June 13, the
same night the Pistons won the
NBA championship.

In retrospect, they've conglud-

ed they were in the wrong place
at the wrong time. The Gastons

brutality complaints follow

have filed a complaint with the
prosecutors’ office after alleged-
ly being beaten up by between 10
and 20 Detroit police officers who
were on duty during the Detroit
Pistons’ champlonship celebra-
tion. .

The Gastons' attorney, Kerry
Jackson, sald a prosecuting at-
torney has riot been assigned yet.
The matter will be investigated
by the Detroit Police Dept. Office

of Professional Standards. After
a two month Investigation the
findings will be turned over to the
Police Commission that will
efther file criminal charges or
drop the matter.

Jackson said the Gastons will
file assault and battery charges

and a civil suit they are prepar-
ing. After its internal review, the
Detroit Police Dept. could fire or

Pistons’ celebration

suspend the ofticers. Non of the
officers have been identified by
name.

According to the citizens’ com-
plaint, the Gastons were driving
home after celebrating the birth-
day of Ashraf Ghadieh, a 22-year-
old student at Wayne County
Community - College (WCCC)

Also riding with the Gastons and
Ghadieh was Ray Hines, 25. At
the corner of Farmer and Bates,

the van was struck by a bottlé
thrown trom a large crowd whicli
had formed after the Pistons wory
the NBA champlonship. ;

The complaint said Ghadieh;
the Gastons and Hines got out of
the van'tp check the damage
when several officers approachs
ed them and told them to get back
in the van

Cot




