April 3, 1969

STATEMENT EY JUDGE GEDRGE C. CROCKETT

e thzh;ﬁgﬁﬁtcrt1ﬂns of fact and the confusion over this Court's actions

e - ;“ cvents at llew Lethel Church compel me to make certain facts

clanrsl m personally ceeply affronted Ly reports and stories which have
Yy and deliberately twisted thce truth and the law in this matter.

e ngt suriuu§ than any harm to mc pcrscnally is the profound damage
'ing done to this Ccurt and te our entirc community by those who would
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se this tragic affair to intecnsify community hostilities which are alrcacy
so deep and divisive.

e Hzﬁﬂhacﬁ;nns taken by me in my capacity as presiding juage, following
e “u;- lht Ll_?hurch shootings anC thc mass arrcsts, were lecgal, proper
FE wi:i - Indeed, it is preciscly bhecausc I followed the law, cqually
1f : out partiality, that qucstions and accusations arc keing ralsed.
I were to have reacted otherwise, if I werc to have ignorcé my judicial
and constitutional responsililitics and followed the often acccpted prac-
tices of condoning long police dctentions, of ignoring prisoners' rights
to counscl and of dclaying the hecaring on writs of habcas corpus, Pﬂﬁﬁibly
the adverse publicity about Judge Crockctt may have been averted., EBut in
doing so, justice would have been denicd.

I deplore the senseless shooting of the pelicemen. I alsc deplore
the armed assault on a church, particularly a church occupicd by men,
womén and children, whom we must presume to Le innocent until and unless
?vldinﬂk to thc contrary is presented. I ceplorc, too, that so many
innocent people were rounded up by the police, incarcerated for many hours
in violation of thcir rights as citizens, anc that somc officials who are
eworn to cnferce cqual justice have complained becausc I have donc sO.

Michigan law rcguircs -- dows not suggest, Lut requircs -- that “any
judge who willfully or corruptly rofusces to consider an application action,
or motion for habeas corpus, is guilty of malfcasancc in officc.”

Moreover, “any justice of thce Supreme Court and any judge of a Circuit

Court may issuc a vrit of habcas corpus . . . upon his own motion whoenever
he learns that any person within his jurisdiction is illegally restrained
of his liberty." Ey statutc, Circuit Court, as uscd in this rule, includes

Rccorder's Court.

Justice last Sunday demandcd a prompt judicial cxamination and
processing of the persons arrcstcd. If there was any sound lcgal basis
for thelr dctention, thoy worc detaincd: othorwisce thev wore ontitled to
pe released and thcy were released upon reasonablc bend,

Lot us roview the soOguencc aof cvents fﬂll'?‘i-:i]‘lq ehe shﬂgtinq e
officers and the storming of the church by policc, which occurrcd somc
time befeorc midnight Saturday.

At 5 Ao I wasCALIRE not by the policc, but by Represcntative
Dgly R 2 ang Roverend [C. B Franh%ln, the church's pastor, who camc to my
and awakened me. Rs Prooie ay judge of this Court fer the day, I
hent immediately to the police station. I requcsted a list of the prison-
WeRt i wagtold —~ ABOUt Bik NOUEERNC LT they were taken into custody --
ii:ta;nlice didn't know whom they werc holding.
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I aiso ﬂ;?L}gltgﬁ w1th_£ﬂmm13ﬂ1unLr Sprcen whe agrecd teo furnish a list.
SEat1ion 1 = E‘E Up a courtroom on thc first floor of the policc

. ﬁtﬂuustu: that thc Prosccutor be called, and Assistant Pro-
secutor Jay Nolan arrived. The press was proscnt. Mr. Nolam, the policc
?nﬂ~£'aqulﬂ vt FLL proccssing of thoe prisoners. They werc té Ee brought
mimg: 1atll":' cut-ﬂlﬂ'ﬁ. th'-._ l,_l.. ﬁ}'r[}rﬂr}* .'_'r__pu!-tru':}l'r ]'_n grnups nf ID' h'-ginnin_g Hith

he wom ap i Lndivi
tig MEN. lut they appcared beforc me individually and cach was intcr-
viewcd scparatcly by me in open court.

The cascs of 319 arrcstics wre then heard and dectoermincd as follows:
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15 Detroit residents were releascd on $100 personal Fond to
rcappecar at noon.

1 man (thc churcl janitor) was dischargco with conscnt of tho
Prosccutor,

1l man from Ohio was rclcascd on §10C personal bond and ordercd
to reappcar at noon.

22 persons from out-of-town were rumanucd to custouy until noon.
All pcrsons relcascd on personal bond appearcd at noon as directed.

Further hcarings woere toerminated by the centrance of the Vaync County
Prosccutor who, in thce proescnece of tho Court, issued verbal ordcrs to tho
policce countcrmanding & court ordcr. The Prosccutor, in thce prescnce of
thue Court, prevented the police from producing any furthir arrcstocs for
the hearing.

1 have condoemncd the Prosccutor's action as not only contcmptuous,
but also as having racial ovirtoncs.

subscaucntly, in a lctter to presiding Judge Fobort E. DcMascio datcd
April 1, I declincd to pross the formal contempt charge. To pursue thc
contempt procceding, I foclt would aggravatc the alrcady tonsd commnunity
confrontation.

Morcover, the Prosccutor himsclf, aftcr the contumpt incidont, and
be fore the Court roconvenud at noon, and aftcr the court rueconvened, him=-
sclf rolcascéd or roequested the relcasc of some 130 arrcstocs.

It is cssential to cmphasizc that thoe vast majority of ?hasa rcleased,
approximatcly 130 persons, Werc rcleased with the Prosccoutor's concurrcncc.
i jtc this fect, the pr.ss has scveral tires roeforred to my actions in
Egiga of "unwarrantcd lenicney®. Therc wag no unwarranted lcnicney.

! bcr of prisoncrs whosc disposition was under question
B? nisgﬁczgtagzgply. nEt of approximatcly 142 pcrsons arrcsted, only
hat bcvg d to bc processcd. Two of thuse prisoncrs I ordcrce hcld without
12 rum{ :Esu there was evidence to do so. Rnother I relcasced on $1,000
E::g 2§:ar his attorncy said he would vouch for him.

rs were those vho, police said, had positive nitrate
208 nthﬁi;gquizggﬁ, I hold that nucﬂ tests arc unconstitutional when
tests., On t the presence of counscl or at lcast upon advice to the

taken without he is entitled to counscl at this critical stcp in his inter-

prin:?g: th;:r me to have held thosc ninc men, without objective cvidence
roga .
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and undc e

il hnu:nt:ﬂs% Circumstanccs, would have been improper.

ok O launtify thosc nince men. r
“ Min committed a erim

that will ! e

warrants it. I court.

The policc had
They shoulc know who they are., If

the pelicc rust gathcer cevidence to makc a case
They still can do so if their investigation

I am . i
justice ?3it anxious that criminals b¢ apprehended, tricd and brought to
* Put I will not lend my office to practices which subvert logal

PXOCCRBCS : @ ; .
8Cs and dony justicc to somc bucause they arc poor or Llack.

{azﬁgzrsfanq. of coursc, why the huc and cry arosc. FPn angry Prosccu-
suspect .ang police uvidence er testimony which might procucc a rr?bahlt
thﬂllun‘Ld fl?Lﬂthl_tLat ﬂrdiqrrv and Pncunﬂcraglc nolicc IIHCtIQLE WETEL
oF the aL1;_¢hnuL to divert public attention to Jucge Crockatt. Anc nome
el camL a, particularly The Dotroit Kewvs, rickee up that lcac upd Legan
e : raign to hL}r thce police and the Frosccuter's officc continuc

2Ar c¢fforts to dominatc and control the courts and lcigal proccsscs. The
Judiciary cannot allew its indcpondcnec te be threatencd in this fashion.

tor,

~ Finally, and rcegrotfully, lot me ropeat that this vhole casc docs R
racial ovirtoncs,

~ Can any of you imaginc tic Detroit Police invacing an all-whitc church

and rounding up cveryonc in sight to bc¢ lusscc to a vhelusale lockup in a
police garage? Can any of you imagin. a church group from, lct us say,
Roscdalc Park, boing hild incommunicaco for s.vun Lours, without being
allowcd tc tulephone rolatives and without tacir constitutional rights to
counscl? Can any of you justify thce jailing of 32 women 211 night long
when there was admittudly not the slightust cvidence of thoir involvement
in any crime? Can anyonc cxrlain in other than raccist torms the shooting
by policc into a closcd and surroundcd church?

If the killing had occcurrcé in a white ncighborhood, I belicve the
scquonce of cvents would have bocn far diffir.nt. Lccausc a terrible
crimec was committed, it docs not follow that other wrongs Le pormittoed or
condoncd. Inducd, cocnstitutional safcguarcs ar. necdo€ Cvon morue urgently
in times of tension than in ordinary timcs.

The Fust guarantcc to avert thoe Fim of social disastcr that occurrcd
in Detroit in 1967 is prompt judicial action with strict cbscrvance of
constitutional rights.

I intend to continuc to maintain lav' and ordcr in my court Ly dispuns-
ing justicc cqually and fairly, by protccting cach individual's rights, and
most importantly, by urholcing the indepondunce of the judéiciary and the
gignity of this court.

rcal dangcrs to our community ar. to L. uprooted, luet the nuws
diaI:n;hill othecr forccs of truth and justic. concontrate on the underly-
i causcs of crimc anc social disordor as descrilec by the Kerner Commiss-
i and as identificd by virtually cvecry respensible corpentator in Amcrica.
éﬁg causcs arc stecepcé in racism . . . racisn in cur courts, in our jails,
in our strocts anc in our hvarts.

ROCUETT 1534 Chatcaufert Place
COMMITTLE TO HONOR JUDGF CROE: Dctroit, ichigan
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