The Grand Jury

By Bl King

The recent press conference held by Wayne County
Prosecutor Willlam Cahalan and Detroit Police Com
maones John Nichols announcing the indictmenis a
q.d-rl'H.l‘ l|3F!- E!f meimbseit ol [DErtioet’s W oan -ﬁqjul‘l:"'
{including 10 officers from the 10th Precinct), gave the
impeesnon that the indiciments were the drect résull ol
work done by these two, They made a conscrous ellon
1o create such an impsestion & dovious S1tempt 1o med
lead us

The reality i1 that the indictments handed down by
the 1/ person Wayne County Citirens’ Grand Jury were
maved in spite of Cahalan snd Nicholi rather than be
cause of them

Up o the time of the presa conference. Nichols
swrired every possible opportunity 1o prase the purity of
iy department and to indignantly damea any huni ol
cremunality, [Raymond Peterson’s many murders), rac
iwm, (the Sth Precinct inodent) of corruption. Micholy’
energies have been spent covenng wp llegality n his
department ather than expoting ot

Cahalan’s paricipation was no less deceptive He has
always wewed the Citizems’ Grand Jury s his personal
tood to be used for his own ends which hiterally subwert
justice rather than promote 1. After the Michigan Su
preme Court Limited his power and alter Grand Jurors
began to exert their ndependence, Cahalan began 10
gnore the Grand Jury

In 1870 the Michigan Legislature, (periuaded by
William Cahalan and other prosecutors from the
county area)l, passed a new Grand Jury law gwving it
many of the /mportant powers previously reserved for
the One Person Grand Jury

In sddition 1o making its sze a maximum of 17
rather than & minimum of 16 (Wayne County had a
Grand Jury of 23 persom), the law gave the Grand Jury
the powers of immunity, contempt and securning of

witnesses from other jurndictions

Al the bvme Michigan law stated that a person in
dicted by the Grand Jury wat nol entitled to & pre
hmungry examination. [(The vast magority ol crhminal
defendants are charged by a complant and warrant
They are entitled to a preliminary exam where the
prosecution muit show that a cnme was committed and
there i1 ressonable cause to believe that the defendant
might have committed it} Thewe two lactors made the
Grand Jury a handy tool that allowed the prosecutor 1o
gnose the comnstitubon, Cahalan wused this tool well

Cahalan Protects “Protectors”

in 1971, Deirod Police Oificer Ronald Gedda shot
and killed Charles Calloway, a young, white Vet Nam
weledgn  Teshmany from Cvilian  witnedes andicated
that Gedda had murdered Calloway in cold blood in his
o Dackyvard  Indtesd of sllowing the case 1o develop in
the normal way (Complamnt, warrant, dragnment, pre
limingry #xam and trial), Cahalan sent the cse 1o the
Grand Jury

The Gignd Juiy decided by oné vote notl 1o wnadict
Gedda, and afterwards, a number ol jurors revealed to
the public that Cahalan’ys representative to the Grand
Jury functioned & Gedda's deferse counsel instead of
carrying out hiv sssigned task of ading the Jurorn n the
imyeitigation, He did npl present all the witnesses, he
cut off wevumony when it began to ncriminate Gedda,
and he cutl ofl Juraor” guestions when they touched on
facts unfavorable 10 Gedda

Cahalan dened the citizens of Detroit their nght to
try & policeman, a “protector of liberty,” for murder.

Alyo i 1971, Black Panthers were attacked on the
street by the Detroit Police. They retreated to their head

Gquariers with the police n hot pursuit, and 8 shoot-out
iollowed. Cahalan sliowed tha cae 1o proceed n the
normal fahion until the day of the preliminery exam.
when he wn supposed to show that a crime was com
mutted and that there was probable cause 10 believe that
the Panthers had commutted . That same day he re
gueited and received & postponement ol the exem
During the adjournment he brought the cate 1o the
Grand Jury and got an indhictment and thereby avosded
ihée necrsity of a4 preliminary exam where the Cage
could have been dmnsed

When the case went to trial, the defense chow 10
preient no evidence, The jury heard only the pro
secution’s case and decided that it was no cawe. They
acquitted the Panthers. William Cahalan never had a
case and he knew 1. By using the powertul 1ool of the
Grand Jury, Cahalan was able 1o keep the Panthers in
the Wayne County Jaill for months

Cahalan eHectively denied innocent citirens thew
freedom and put them to the emotional and linancial
burden of a trial when the case should have been dis
mused at a prelimanary exam
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Nixon’s Rule
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was fdue 1o expue. Cahalan dtd not re
uest g new Jury He chid not because he
ould no longer exert 35 much nfluence
i the Grand Jury as he dd with the
Gedda white wash and Panther frame-up

Another factor influencing Cahalan
not to renew the Grand Jury was that
during the investigation of the Rochester
Street shoot-out between STRESS offi
cers and Wayne County Shenff's Dep
uties. The Grand Jury refused to fol-
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Grand Jury

loay Lahalan™ drections and demanded
an independent prosecutor 1o adl thiém

When Cahalan did not request a new
Grand Jury wn March, the Jurors them-
selves requested that they be allowed to
st for six more months. The request was
granted and they went on to issue the
indictments against the 18 people invol.
ved 1n the herown industry

It Cahalan had had his way there
would have been no nvestigabion and no
indictments, His record a3 prosecutor 19
ong of covering up racist police activily,
brutality and murder while persecuting
the citizens he s supposed 10 serve
Cahalan will not change. He must be
stopped. And he cannot be stopped until
all of us recognize that he 15 not our pub
e servant but an agent of racism, di
viuiveness and wviolence,
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