Insighting A Riot:

On August 9-12 a fantasy now known as the '"East Side Riot" was staged by the
Detroit Police with the assistance of the prosecutor's office, city government

and the press.

of the Afro-American Unity Movement and spokesman for Black Power.

The major villain of the drama was Alvin Harrison, Director

Be -

low is The Fifth Estate's interview with Mr. Harrison.

FE:

in the past?

AH: I think in order to understand
the Afro-American Unity Movement, you
have to understand some of the changes
that we ourselves have gone through.
We started out as a number of other
organizations in the past have started -
th: that integration somehow re-
presented utopia for black people in
this country. We found out that this
concept of integration meant that black
feople had to totally submerge their own
dentity, their own desires, and their
own needs to white America. We found
out that the only thing that really counts
is power. Economic and political power.
Every other ethnic mup in_this country
understands this. e people certainly
understand what power means. But we
have been the only ethnic grougl that
somehow has believed that by being all
l%ﬂ ‘kind, all generous, and all
fo! , and by subme%;:g our own
culture to the point where white America
would accept us, it would somehow mean
a change. We understand now that it
doesn’t mean a change. We understand
that the only thlngothnt counts is power.
It doesn’t matter
as long as you have it

I would say that the east side of
Detroit and garucularly that area which

y Cadillac, VanDyke, Ker-
cheval and Mack is probably the most
sophisticated area in the city. The Afro-
American Unity Movement, and prior to
, the Adult Community Movement
for Equality, has been in operation for
approximately 2-1/2 years. that time
we have undertaken the task of
our ‘people aware of our hitory, of giv-
mngd them aﬁome iggide‘ in themselves
al enerally try. to create a power
blocg that would be effective and mean-
ingful. It is because of this that the
department .is out to destroy the

organization as the attempt to
destroy anyone who dissents from their
policies. ere are certain kinds of dis-

sension they can tolerate. They can tol-
erate a few white liberals who don’t
really oppose the system but who com-
plement it. Butthey can’ttolerate anyone
who talks about a basic change in this
country. They can’t tolerate anyone who
talks about racism because racism is
what this country was founded on and
is based on.

FE:] assume then your ox['éanizauon
stands for black power. I wonder if you
could explain what is your concept of
black power and what it would mean in

Detroit.

AH: I think that anyone that under-
stands what white power means under-
stands what black power means. Black
power means basically the same for black
people as white power has meant for
white people. It means that black people
have the power both economically and
politically to meet the needs of their
geople. ecifically in tegms of Detroit,"

lack power means controlling the police
department. Black power means that if
we make up 30 or 40% of the population
of the tity of Detroit, then we control
30 or 40% of the seats of ‘power in the
city -~ the common council for instance.
We have to begin to think in terms of
a black police commissioner. Black
power, means that we have to begin

What is the purpose of your
organization - the Afro-American Unity
Movement. - and how has it functioned

- trol white shopkeepers

w you get that power,

thinking of the black community them-
selves controlling the police department
because i doesn’t really matter if you
have 5,000 black police if they are
responsible to a racist like (Police Com-
missioner) Girardin. Black power means
that the people in the community have to
think about how they are ifgomg to con-

those white
shopkeepers refuse to meet the demands
of the community. Then they have to
leave. Black power means a black pro-
secuting attorney, which is a real seat.

o£F’§$%%S black power mean violence?

AH: Black power means violence if
white” Americu refuses to grant black
people those Lhingg that they need in
order to exist lack power means
violence only in the same sense as
white power ¥xas meant violence when-
ever white people have run up against
resistance from opposing forces.

FE: Why do you think that whites oppose
black power so much?

AH: Whites oppose black power so
much because’they can’t believe that if
black people get into positions of power
that black power won't mean the same
thing to them that white power has
meant to black people in the past
White people understand very well what
white power has meant for black people.
White power has meant racism, bru-
tality, murder, rape -- and that is ex-
actly what white people are afraid of.
They can’t believe that black people
will’be more humane to them than they
have been, and I think that’'s a very
legitimate fear.

FE: What do you think of Mayor Caya-
naugh’s concept of ‘‘shared power’’?

%—?: { don’t think very much of Mayor
Cavanaugh’s concept of shared power
because there’s no such thing as ‘‘shar-
ed power.”’ You either have power or

ou don’t. White people have power,
lack people don’t ayor Cavanaugh
has power, I don’t. So how can you
talk about Bharing power when he has
it all and I don’t have any?

FE:Do you see any role for whites in

our struggle?
¥ AH: Yes, I thintl‘:nr.here's a rolTehfor
white le in s country. ose
whites PS&I: are sincere have to begin
éducating their own people to understand
the nature of racism in this country,

(Continued on Page 5)

Py ol

937 Plum Street, Suite 7

Detroit, Michigan 48201

Telephone:

962-5334

Volume 1, Number 14

BIE COLLzG:

September 15, 1966

High Camp at Lower DeRoy

The Film Phantasmagoria

WHILE BRAVE MENDIE
had its Detroit premier on
Saturday September 10.
Sharing the bill at lower
DeRoy Auditorium was
OPERATION ABOLITION,
a right-wing expose
communists in the peace

' movement. As expected,

the entire evening of film
phantasm?&gria was anex-

ercise in high cinema camp
and low grade stupidity.
Movie tycoon ulton

Lewis III, his hair pasted
down with rubber cement,
narrated WHILE BRAVE
MEN DJE. Lewis spentfive
minutes ldentl.fai'li.ngl com-
munists with e sin-
ceri?' of a Paul Harvey
plug for Casite Motor Hon-
ey. Actually, the film was
not as hard-core as the
audience expected. The
soundtrack was pretty dull
and most of the footage
was_lifted from newsreels
of the November March on
Washington in 1965.

The high point of the film
was accidental, when mem-

bers of the audience spot-
ted Al Harrison and Jerry
Hunt. From then on, it
was everyone trying to
point out friends and rela-
tives.

OPERATION ABOLITION
was somet.hlng_lelse. It op-
ened with adying congress-
man making his screende-
but putting down reds and
lots of phlegm,

The congressman kept
pointing out that which he
didn’t want us to miss. As
the girls were pulled down
the steps and the cops turn-
ed on the fire hoses, two
policemen suffered heart
attacks!

The films were shown as
a benefit for The Fifth
Estate and the Detroit Com-
mittee to End the War in
Vietnam. They were made
to expose the peace move-
ment, but on that particu-
lar Saturda¥ night, the Am-
erican r fht-wing was
caught with its pants down.
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Scenes fromA right-wing phantasmagoria epic WHILE BRAVE MEN DIE
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‘looked happy enough on
stage, their slightly miss-
ed cues and an unwilling-
ness to let go left many of
the gage lines laughless.
The whole first -half was
like this; after intermis-
sion, though, some things
did get cooking. The best
moments came in the Wal-
ter Mitty sketgill wh(;g y{h;‘e
actors werere en

the lines as Thurger wxsoteg

them.

Although those trulyfun-
ny moments were too
few, they show the ability
of the Lafayette Park Play-

- ers. bMaybe the whole play,
ma 5

los angeles free press'(UfS)
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Harrison Interview Cont.

(Continued from Page 1)

because unless this hap-
pens we can only look for-
ward to Armageddon. I just
don’t think that atthis point
in history white people are
prepared to be as gracious
and as humble as black peo-
ple have been under white
ower. So I think that a
egitimate role for whites
who are sincere is tomove
into white communities and
begin to confront other
whites with their racism,
because unless that is done
1 see nothing but disaster
ahead.
FE: Do you favor steps
towards integration such as
artin Luther King's
march into all-white areas
in Chicago?
AH: 1 wowld not suggest
.that any black people risk
their lives to. live next door
to those screaming, ragi.rég,
foaming - at - the mou
racists in Cicero. No. i
am not in favor of integra-
tion because I don’t
integration is the answer.
improving the con-

ditions of black people is
the answer. And I don’t
think that is necessarily
analagous with integra-
tion. I certainly on’t
want to integrate with a
bunch of morally corr:‘!n
as evidenced by their Lead-
er. Prime ster Ver-
woerd of South Africa gets
killed -- a racist, a savage
and a beast -- and Liyndon
Baines Johnson sends ate-
legram stating his regrets
instead of cheering and or-
dering a nation: hou%?
because a racist is kill

I am certain he didn’t do
the same thing for Lemuel
Penn's family, or Jimmy
Lee Jackson or Medgar
Evers.

FE: On October 16, 1965
you made a statement at
an anti-war rally. You
Plointed at the American

ag f1m'.l shaalg “thaDgs not
m a A you
stﬁl fe:ﬁ like an

AH: Certainly the Am-
erican flag doesn’t mean
the same thing to black
people that it means to
white people. I would have

to be a fool if I went out
and spent $150 to $200 to
celebrate Independence Day
when I understand that on
July 4, 1776, black people
were slaves in this country.
I also understand that when
the constitution was rati-
fied, black geople were
counted as 3/5 of a man in
this country, so certainly it
ioesn’t mean the same
hing to me that it meantto
white people.

I I were white, probabl:
the American fiag woulx
mean a greatdeal tomebe-
cause democracy more or
less works for white peo-
ple. But democracy and
the American flag repre-
sent to black ple Selma,
Alabama, Jackson, Missis-
sippi, Chicago, Cicero
George Wallace, - Lyndoﬂ
Baines Johnson -- it repre-
sents America

FE: Stokeley Carmichael
advised black youth not to
{:,articlpate in the war in

ietnam. Do you share his
views?

AH: I certainly do. I
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LEO BERNARD
Killed in Hall on Woodward

Their assailant, Wanio-
lek, was known to the po-
lice as a potentially dan-
gerous, mentally deranged

erson. He had n under

nvestlgeation by both the

U:S. . Secret Service and
the Detroit Police, Police
Detective Rojowski, as
,tw.%monms

tﬂl »
urged Waniolek’s wife to
start proceedlnﬁs to have
him institution When

JAN E. GARRETT

ther was done.
Mr. dman  argues
that ‘‘Michigan law spe-

cifically gives the police
the authority to take the
initiative instituting
commitment proceedings

against a socially danger-
ous person where the im-
mediate family is unwilling
or unable to do so.

““The police should not-
have placed the burden

~alalu an tha wifa Farher

ked To Pay In
Socialists Shooting

WALTER J. GRAHAM

to have proceeded may well
have made her part of the
‘Communist Conspiracy’ to
Waniolek’s distorted brain
and resulted in her own
death,

““In any event, Wanio-
lek’s threats were directed
to others inthe community,

to whom the police owed’

some resgonsibmty for
protection.

can’t see ntﬁandonme' for
blacks in country who
are suffering the way black
people are to go off tofight
a war when black people
in this country have tohave
2,000 armed national

uardsmen protect them so
&at they can walk down an
American street.  Why
should black people fight a
war which they didn’t help
to create, and which is
against Eeo le who are
ﬂgghting asically for the,
same thing that we are
fighting for over here?

gl think that if the govern-
ment were prepared to
send black troops to South
Africa or to Africa per-
jod to drive whites out of
Africa, and drive them in-
to the ocean if necessary,
then 1 would say yes --
join the army and go off
and fight. But as long as
this government is going

.to use black people to fur-

ther its own aims inunder--
developed countries, I am
not in favor of fighting for
it

FE: Was there a riot on
Kercheval on August 9th?

AH: No, initially what
happened was a response
on the part of anoppressed

eople to the most obvious
orm of their oppression --
the police epartment.
What happened was not
spontaneous in that it was
\set off by a single incident.
‘What happened was a result
of years of onnression.

Wilbert McClendon, who
was very active in ACME,
is an arch enemy of the
police because he is not
a head-scratching, foot-
shuffling, Uncle Tom, and

.he refuses to be subser-

vient and submit to the
slave status that the Man
has in store for him. Wil-
bert McClendon has been
cited by the police as be-
ing a very dangerous per-
son, primarily because he
is capable influencing
others by his own conduct
and activities and his_re-
fusal to be a slave.
applies. to anyone and this
is essentially what hap-
pened. 9Tt‘;1e8dal night,
August 9, the police ac!

in gt‘ﬁ‘e!r tradit;%réal rol%
estapo, Stop)] on
gtreet and ordered the
"nlgtgers“ to move on. On-

ey

ly ran into some
‘“niggers’’ who refused to
be niggers’’ and refused
to move on! The policede-
cided that they would crush
this rebellion as violently
and as rapidly asthey could,
which they certainly did.
But they got more than they
bargained for. And I think
you can see signs around
the country of what’s hap-
pening to SNCC, for ex-
ample, and what’s happen-
ing to the peace movement
in this country, that there is
a very clear indication that
President Johnson and all
his cohorts aredetermined
to crush any and all dissent
in this country, that there
is a very clear indication
that President Johnson
and all his cohorts are
determined to crush any
and all dissent in this coun-
try as exemplified by the
1966 Civil Rights Bill and
an amendment which was.
tacked onto it fnaking it il-
legal to travél from state

to state for the purpose of
inciting to riot. That means
that all 22 million black

people in this country are
subject to being charged
with inciting to riot ge—
cause anyone black is sub-
ect to this charge. Any
lack person who stands
on- the street corner and
talks the truth is subject
to being charged with in-
citing to'riot.




