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Corrections spokesman :Matt Davis.
“Fifteen-, 16- and..l7-.year-olds - cause"
trouple. ThEy re>prone to-criminal activ-
ity, and theyire violent..They’re unable to
conttal their’'own outbursts:” > - - -

Through state records, The Press docu-
rdented. six. other. assaults..in.which juve-
nilesi==all '16-year-olds — were attacked
in. prison: by: young,.adults. in.'1998 and
1999. None*ofthe'others mvolved sexual
assaultsi« it a0, 00

- Four, .of,‘those assaults. were at the
Michigan*Youth:Correctional Facility in
Baldwin, a,.privately.. ruii prison that"
housdes inmztes-age "19+and under, while ,
two'were at the Thumb.Correctional Fa-
cility..in- Lapegr,/.where many juveniles
were housed tbeforewthe, youth pnson N
openéddastyeari .t Ll

Also, guards:inJuly- caught a lﬁ-year-
old glrbm:e sexual .act.with.her 27-year-
old:cellméate atthe Scott Correctional Fa-
cilityrrin~Rlymouth,:.but pnson oi.*ﬁolalsw
said.thesex was.consensual, :
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Do teens.neeﬂ protection?

-Elizabeth® Atnovits,”executive director
of the Michigan Council on Crime and’
Delinquency, said the rape of the boy
shows the state can’t protect child prison-

1%

ers. Her group "has,_ fought against laws _

that send juveniles to'prison:-

Of the 54 juveniles — ages 16 and un-
der — imprisoned at
the end of last year,
.- two-thirds were at the
YarTik t Michigan Youth Cor-

<o . v rectional Facility. The
¥ 1" "'rest "were scattered
- among. .other state
T~ ptisons; including the
#1~~Michigan Reforma-
© ‘tory, Michigan Train-
*ing Unit and River-
side Correctional Fa-
v-{ ~-cility, all in onia.
chhaﬁl HUSflm Jorar 10t A 15*}7831‘-01(1 con-.

Convictedof. . victed of burglary
sodomizing:his -~ should never see the
15-year-old. .. .. .inside of a prison cell,
cellmate; =" -~ much’ less be left to

@i cooni s - fend for himself,” Ar-
ndvits® said: ¥You're ‘never going to be
able totavoid this kind of stuff in adult
prison._systems.that are overcrowded and
understaffed.™~ - -

»State Corrections Director Bill Martin
saidche doesh’t"believe the state made a
mistake when it ordered the :15-year-old:
boy.to share a cell with a 20-year-old.

*The 20-year-old had been at the prison
for less.than a month and, though his
crime was, violent, he didn’t have a his-
tor;oofmolence -behind. bars, prison offi- .
cials.said, vom ooy oo

~But prison: reports prepared before the
attacks noted the 20-year-old had used
“excessive violence or cruelty” in the rob-
bery that led him to prison. And a state
prison worker had recommended he be
considered for an “Assaultive Offender
Program.” He had not been identified as
a sexual predator.

«iIt-happens,’. Martin said of the rapes.
“It's an unfortunate, thing_when it hap-
pens, but the difference in age had noth-
ing to do with that at all.”

He said the state treats all prisoners as
adults; no matter their.age, . g

“This .js. not--your run-of-the-mill,
garden—vanety qninth-grader,” he said of
the .rape victim. /He was tried as'an
adult;~convicted “as an adult, sent to
prison as;an.adult. So you forget that 15-
year-old stuff at that point.

<#He}s nothing like my lS—year-o]d that

.....
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“There wasn'’t a lot done to him at- that
time,” said his attorney, Damd Leonard
son, of Gaylord.s".¢ *- ~ i

Over-Memorial Day. weekend last year;.
the boy went'too far.-~ -

He.and: his parents settled .into their :
cottage on the. lake. They. stayed about a
dozen houses down from-the year-round
home of Ted Werts, the retired Otsego .
County clerk, and his wife, Jane.

Within .24 hours, the teen. and his
friends were drinking and terrorizing -
their little corner of the lake. They- stole
boats during- the night, sinking somie.
after ramming them into.docks.

.Jane Werts,-72, and her husband were
sleeping at 2 m the mommg on June 2
1999.-

‘The: crash- of the bedroom mndow .
screen on the floor-awakened:her. Then
came. a'noise:from the.bathroom. Two-:
burglars..were. crawling through*a win-"
dow. Her husband didn’t hear a thing.« ...

{1 told. him they.were in the housé,”
she'said-“He didn't believe me,” until he
saw two flashlights bobbing.low along
the floor.:and reflecting off the knotty
pine-paneling in the hallway.

The lights entered the bedroom, mov-
ing in and out of their closet and around
the bed. “They were right beside my bed,

-

o“r L

crawling on the floor,” Jane Werts said.

"She .could -have Teached , down and”

I would have at home, or that you would

- oaw -

have at-home.”

AnIght“d_ftmuhle e

The 15-year-old caused trouble in Gay-
lotd almost every time he and his parents
vigited-there for-the summer. His mother
is'a eacher; his father a college profes-
sor; et ¢

They live in TOpeka Kan., but spend
summers:at a cottage on Otsego Lake, a
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long narrow- lake surrounded by cottages |,

and'some year-round homes.

+He was-12 in»1995 when he broke into
an unlocked, unoccupied home in Gay-
lord. He: recewed no punishment and was
told to.repart to a probation officer. .

‘In’the!summer-of 1998, juvenile court
placed:him:on probation with his parents
for damaging boats and-docks the previ-
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slapped them.

For nearly an hour, she and her hus-
band pretended to sleep, holding’ each
other and shaking under the blankets.

‘The ‘boys ducked.in:and out of.théir
closet a half-dozen times. They took guns"
on each trip — five rifles and- shotguns,.
some:of .theifi“antiques, -and..two. hand-
guns.~They ~stole":a-Japanese Samurai:-
sword,:jars of coins, a.package"of.Oreo .
cookies, a case of Scotch-and a pa:r* of :
Ted’s:black sweat pents' 5 -

~“Come:.on, let's go’ Let’s get” out of
here;,” one vburglar kept-saying to the

PR

othernric™y =

Finally, the burglars ducked into the

garage, loading their loot into the cou-
ple’s pickup, which they planned to steal.

Jane Werts dialed 911.

A boy behind hars

State Troopers James Volant and Mary

Bannon turned off their headlights and
parked a block away. The boys ran along
the lake when they saw police, but the

15-year-old surrendered. when- -Volant

pulled his gun and ordered.him:to stop.

The troopers found the oider boy h1d1ng:‘
under an overturned boat.

From the start, the Werls wanted the
young burglar to learn a lesson, but they.
didn't want him to learn it in prison;They
lohc‘tined ‘for a juvenile boot camp, they
said. - .

“Kids that young are not gomg to learn
anything in prison, and they’ll be
mistreated in a lot of ways, I think,” Jane

Werts said.

“’m a mother,” she added, explaining
her reasons for showing compassion.

Leonardson, the boy's court-appointed
attorney, said he pushed to have the boy
tried as a juvenile and sent to a boot
camp for kids.

He said he was surprised when the

judge “designated” the case — a legal

term for holding an adult trial in juvenile
court, The. judge, he figured, wanted to
“flex his muscles.” He was sure the judge °
would soften and sentence the boy as a

Juvemle. o B )
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[1- Ifsa myth that younger
' offenders are the prey.
Fifteen-, 16- and 1'7-year-olds
cause trouble.- They’re prone to
criminal activity, and they're
violent.- 1hey’re unable o .
N control their owon
outbursts. 3%

- - MATTDAVIS
":. Department of . ;
Corrections spokesman
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Ted and Jane Werts had asked for leniency toward the youth who burglarized their Otsego County home* but the teen still wasisent to o

adult prison. T W ’_.:. P ekl S R T
& Caoae S s e o Eldeah £ L UL IR T

This, was Leonardson's second case in-
volving a juvenile charged as an aduit. He
got the first kid a good deal: a year in jail
for robbing a market, This time, the pros-
ecutor vowed he “wasn’t going to let it
happen again,” Leonardson said.

Otsego County Prosecutor Kevin
Hasselink refused to discuss specifics of
the case. “Obviously the court agreed

what happens . when ,you. put *a.,ls-year

5'{

coamidies  old in an adult situation.” »- 2 f-" - .
Pﬂson oﬁ‘ c:als say klds in pnson cause o E . sf
*“trouble, By late 1999, 32 of the state's 54- - - - Cellmates: A boy and aman. e e a
" Juvenile inmate$ were cited for bad behavior, -Prison reports.don’t-indicate;when the ¢
* which can lead to seqregation or loss'of .- 7. 15-year-old:moved.in with-Rush, the 20-2
* privileges, Here's a breakdown of the chargeo' .»“; year-old robber. Bothswere-stilli waiting
. Disobeying: 41+ ; .. v+ for the state to classify.them and:decide

where they should-go.-cz v} =y o of

with our position, so I guess that speaks ggﬂfgg‘%gﬁ@ﬁ“i 26, At 8 am. on Oct. 22, the. 15—year-old;

for itself,” he said." * Fighting: 24 flagged down the' guard, ‘askingito bei:

s B igting: :; AR moved. The-boy later-told-police:he was.

A rohber heads to prison Dutof place: 21 blindfolded, beaten and raped.by Rush im

More than 150 miles to the south, in gt?m?g““ of ?'fo?em 13 , # . a corner of the cell they shared: The.:

Oakland County, there was little question Assg:;lt S et 1 T ;;;j rapes went on for three stra:ght*mghts, i
L1 raede bt d ’

. always after midnight. . .° ¢ 1,
(At-first, Rush denied- any sexual con-
“ed » tact. with his cellmate, .according to a-
state police report: Rush changed his.
story an hour later, saying the boy-agreed

where-Michael Rush was headed.., .,:  Soyual mlsn . oduet:ﬁ” 8 a7 bR 50t

Rushwas 19 — an adult in the eyes of b4 foharm e . Lm e
the court — when he and three friends Theft: 9 o s i et
concocted a-criminal plan to get money. . Assasiton 9"3“’ 6’ |
They targeted a 55-year-old party store * Possesslon dangerous contrabanﬂ 3.

'h."" =T
ldlu

Y r"t

owner who was a.“sugar daddy” to a  Creating disturbance: 3 : & tosex, but he denied beating; threatening,
woman they knew. The man sometimes  Substance abuse/refuse to take dmg 3951 2 .; orblindfolding him. « -
bought food for her children. - Incitetariot:1 ~ . T .;,;‘ A prisoner identified only, as’a. conﬁ-"
The woman lured the man to her home < Possesslon of weapqnﬂ o %o e ney  dential informant told guards that Rush.
in Ferndale in March 1999, where Rush ;| l.ymgtoemgloyee- &o .y 02" st had threatened to kill the boy or have
and the others were waiting. As the vic-  g4i00: press analysis of stat Dopartmentof.  ~... Somebody else kill him 'f he didn’t per-
tim walked back to his car at 2 am., ' gorectionsmisconduct reports, 2 ° -.t.rhn  formsexon him, ‘
Rush and another man jumped him from .o . - - & Rush pleaded guilty m‘ ]oma County )
behind.. They .beat him with the wooden . PRESS GRAPHIC/ED RIOJAS  Circuit Court to:sodomy-and ;was sen-
handle of a shovel. - m . -+.. tenced in January,to 2:to 15, more :years

“They were concerned that the wctim month in prison. The state r-movedv;hlm to the.’
had a gun because he.was a party store Do they belong in maximum security?. - Michigan Reformatory:inlopja. ..
owner,” Ferndale Police Sgt. Gary Whit- Minimum security? Have they tried toes-  The boy was ;moyed' to the- Cass:dy,
ing said. “They wanted to incapacitate cape before? Have they attacked guards? Lake Special Alternative.to Incarceration®
him quickly so they wouldn’t get shot.”- Are they homosexual predators'-? ~1e » Program, :an, adult, boot. camp:near: Ann:,

The man, who turned out to be uns’ Martm, the state prison “director; said;' Arbor,~and has’ since -been. released on.:
the state’s system of classifying and sepa- parole to a privately.yun half-way house
ing him to the hospital for at least a rating prisoners has helped keep pnsons in Kalamazoo.
week, Whiting said. safer. ‘ ~

One of the co-conspirators ran to a  “We have 44,000 (prisoners), the womt A mother kept in the da" K- 5
nearby party store and called 911 to're- society has to offer: lawlessness, ruth- The boy’s mother-hasn't: ‘talked much >
port that unknown assailants had at- lessness, viciousness, yet we don't have. with her son since he was'locked up. -
tacked the man. They didn't count on po- riots every day. In fact, it's a rarity to Late last year, the prison mailed her a.;
lice responding so quickly. even have an assault.” large manila envelope with some per: .

Officers arrested Rush and another But prison policies mention nothing sonal papers.from her son's cell. In Janu-
man a block away. ’I'hey had blood on about separating inmates by age. ary, three months after the rape, she .
their shoes and the victim’s $150 in cash, “While there is no right to placement at.  opened the envelope and found a letter..
cell phone and pager in their pockets. . a particular security level, prisoners shall he had written to her. He wrote about the: -

On Sept. 21, an Oakland County judge be classified according to management rape, but he didn't mail the letter.. - .* ...
sentenced Rush to three prison terms.of and confinement requirements necessary ‘What he did was wrong,” his mother
108Y2 to 25 years for conspiracy to rob, for protection of the general public, pre- said. “But what’s happened to hlm 18 '
armed robbery and attempted murder. By vention of escape, maintenance of con- ~ worse.”
that'time, Rush.had turned 20. ., .. trol and order and the safety of staff'and ‘She’s also angry that she learned about J

He arnved at the state's reception cen- prisoners,” prison policy states. the rape through the unsent letter. She :
ter at the Riverside Correctional Facility “The cell or room assignment of pris-.. wonders why prison officials chdn t notlfy
in Ionia nine days later. oners shall be regulated to prevent ma-- her. T e

Within a week, he received his first nipulation by other prisoners,” the policy “The system has treated him tota]ly as'.
major misconduct citation, for swearing says. “Prisoners shail be provided reason- - an adult, and werhave-been-kept in the °
at a guard who was making rounds. able safety from assaults.” dark in everything,” she said. “It’s ahso-
Rush, who stood 6-foot-3 and weighed Until last year, the Department of Cor- lutely wrong he Jwas treated-this way. I'm
200 pounds, was alone in his two-man - rections shipped many kids from River- not even talking about:the. réi'w'e Fm talks I

.a&.lrr.lb..., ,1,_,-- [
-

- A

cell. . - " side to the Thumb Correctional Facility, ing about him going'to’ ahy type of a.dult .
Anoth " which ran a unit for juvenile offenders, or  facility. What help is that?" i3 & A0 4
nother foad to prison to one of two prisons in lonia — the . She wonders about her son's future. :

‘After the rape, he didn't- -getycounseling
until he moved to the’ program in Kala-
mazoo, she said, © =~ - !

Volant the staté trooper who arrested
the boy at gunpojnt, said he'had heard-?
rumors about the prison rape.~: c: - '«
.~ “It’s a shame, but who put him there? .
"He put himself ther‘e Yolant-gdid. “You. *
know the old saying,.‘Don't do the crime
1fyoucantdo the tingg)'™ 4 o s
ETINE ARy f,

You can contact Ken Kolkef at Th
Press at ' 222-5629 ~ or-'by \e-moti or‘-*
kkolker@gr-press.com

The day before Rush’s misconduct,ina Michigan Training Unit and the Mtchlgan
courtroom up north in Gaylord, the 15- Reformatory.
year-old burglar — a skinny 6-footer who " .. In July, the new youth prison near
weighed just 150 pounds — stood before Baldwin ~—— known by some as the “Punk
Liedel, the juvenile court judge. The boy - Prison” — started accepting many of
came with his parents. The victims spoke those young prisoners.
on the boy’s behalf. The Gaylord burglar was sentenced
It did no good. “ “three months after the prison opened but
Otsego County Deputies John Gunsel he never made it there.
and Toni Moucha delivered the:boy ‘to “I really thought he’d end up in the
Riverside two days later, on Oct. 6, to, ‘Punk Prison’ or a low- to medium-
start his 2- to 15-year sentence. He wore security prison,” said Leonardson, the &
jail orange and a pair of handcuffs for the boy's attorney. “This is exactly what I
312-hour drive to lonia in the patrol car’s was argumg in court, the posmbﬂﬂy of
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caged-in back seat. Mol . i ey, 3 :
“Subject quiet and alert, showed no * : ,; By g i f . > 3
el;'not:on, Gunsel, wrote in his report of il - A
the trip # _ ‘4
Al e stat prsoners age 20arid in o €415 year old convicted aj‘&urglary shoild ?zever.rsee tée g
er go straight to the reception center at g
Rwe%‘mde, where they are screened by a-, msza’e Of a pmorz 63// ?ﬂt[é‘/} /355 é‘? [@Ff foﬁﬂdm Mmef -4 2 el
ot e 1 e T AP T AR N VI T e e
which prison will get them. ' p T
R:versldelsusuallyashortstop The. o executive director oftheMlchlgMCd“fcjl 4
evaluation — which mcludesapsycholo- W onCrimeand Delinquency’ = eurax- . b
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.gical éxamindtion, medical "tests 'and. . : x
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