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STATEMENT
; oF
., ANDERSON DAVIS

© Taken at 13939 Ohio Btreet, Detroit, Miehigan, on

. the 2lst day of September, 1964, commencing at 10:45 o'elock

i, Pols

oo |

. BT BRUCE A. YILLER, Attorney
ia PRESENT: ° Mrs. Ilene Keats

i ' The Rev. James Wadeworth

' REPORTED BY: ' ¥Manie L. Garvin

| :

; - 1526 Virginis Park i

ﬂ , - Detroit, Miechigan i

! . 873-7631 " !

l ;

i :
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! ANDERSON DAVIS B
i A Haging been first duly sworn, wa-e' interrogated
and ansvered as follows: _

BY MR. MILLER: o o

RECEIVED

Q3  ‘What is your name?

q 29 1964

:‘ L Anderson Davise. SEP #9 e ‘ L
]‘! < Where do you' live? EOMWSSION“'S -OFHCE . ,r{’/f\f
! . | S R AN

i 4 I live at 13939 Ohio, ?>'

‘,: . ) ’ / ) t

; Are you married? |
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Yeﬂ’ I anm,

What ig your wife's name?

Yargaret, ' ’ : ;.

Do you havg any ehildren?
Yes, four ehildren.
What are their namosg énd a2zes?

Righard ig eight, Dianne ig five, Shawn is two, and Mark «

is six months old,

How o0ld are you?

Twenty-eight.

How long have you lived in Detroit?
 8ince 1943,

Where did.you gome from? ' | | ' ‘ |

Chiecago, Iliinois.

Eﬁee; you born in Chicago?

fes, I weas,

By whom are yom presently employed?
. Wayne County 8heriff Department.

what job do yow have in that regard?

Patrolman.

Do youw earry a badge?

fea, I do.( ¢

Are you authorized to earry a gun?

Yes, I axe
Hheh you Bay patrclmah, what do you patrol? . -
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1 I guard the Weyne Countv prisoners in the Wayne County

Jail,

42
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.Lr. Davig, bofors vou prosocded to answer thece guestione

we had a discussion 0ff the record, is that ecorrest?

A That is right,

sy

During that discussion you indieated to us eertain fezars

end anxieties about making a etatement, is that eorreet? :

een A e - e —

A That is right.
+] Tou indieated to us that you wented eertain assurances ,
from the WAAQP that 4f you made a statement you would not E
; be subjeected to iniimidstion or harassment, or ﬁave your §
job_;ighta put in jeﬁpardy, is that right? §
PoA That is ecrréﬁt. | : :
ﬂ e} Present here with you and myself? are Reverend James i ;
| |
é Wedsworth, who is the president of the Detroit Brangh of ; ﬁ
. 3 1 '
;j | the NAACP. You know him?
% A Yee., o . i
g ) -And Mrs. Ilene Keate, who is secretary of thF'Detroit %
Ei Branch of the NAACP., You ha%e been 1nfrodueed to her. 1
! : Fol
S A Yes, I have.
ﬁ < In that off-the-rceord discussion I told you and Rev,

Wadeworth tolé vou the entire resources of the NAACP

L . - ——— - —— e -

would be brought to bear to asesure you proteetion, is

thet correet?




E A That is eorreet,

'E < And that I personally, as the attorney for the NAAOP, and
% thrcugh the WAACP and any other area in ﬁhich I had any '
! influenece, would ueé everything that I had at ny disposal

to see that your'honéat gtatement would ea2use ycu no harm;
18 that right?

A Yes.

Q You understend that?

1 4 Yes, I do.

&>

With these assuranses, are they satisfactory enough at

thig time for me to go further in questioning ycu?

A Yes, they are.
Q Mr. Davig, before you worked for the Wayne Comnty SBheriff
. department where did you work?

i\ I was & elerk in the Wayne County Juvehile'dourt.' =

< How long aid you work there?

oA ilmost two years. It would have been two years in Qstober.
; < frior to that where did you work?
boa I was a elerk at Eloise, Wayne County General Hospital,
Q How long did you work there?
A One-half year.
(A) What is your total number of years of serviee with the
County?

A 8ix years September 23.
Q Have you ever had any problems in your work with Wayne

County?
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No, I haven's,

Have you receivec * .dgos, inareaaeslor prbmotionsi

Yes, I have, | .

How many?

Approximately twi .. Two.

What were you _romoted :rom and to?

I was promoted from Hospital Attendsant I to Clerk I, and
Clerk I to Patrolman,

¥hen you begame a patrolman did you appl} for that job?
Yes, I did.

Did you have to take a test?

Yes, I did.

Did }ou pass the test?

Yes, I did,

When did yow beeome certified as a patrolman?

Auguet 17 of thie yéar.

Prior to your employment with Oounty Serviece what did yowu
do? | .

I workéd as x-ray orderly at Sinal Hospital,
How lohg did youw work there?

Five years altogether.

Pricr to that where did you work?

I was in the United States Yarine Corps.
How long were you in the Marine Corps?

5
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A Three yeare.

1 .
Q Pid you roesive am honorable digsharge?

A Yee.

What was yoﬁr rank?

PLs.

n) While youw were in the Marima Gorﬁe were you ever oourt-

mardialed?

o

Yeas, I was,

¥het was that for?

Being five minutes late for dety.

Hafe‘you hed any other arrests or convietions?
No, I haven't. ' ‘ : ' i

You have neier‘been arrested for anything? : ‘o

No.

Never been eonvieted for anything?

- O B O e O 8

Yoo,

How £or did yow go in sehool?

o]

Twelfth grade. I finished higbsehool. ;

&

What highsehool was that?

Northwestern High. | - 1

o

| Did you ever have any problem with juvenile guthorities?

Yo. ;|

Do yow go %o chursh?

O > O

Yes.
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What churgh?
New Light Baptist Chureh.
Are youw a regular attendant in the ehurch?

Yes, I am,

Do you do anything in the chureh?

8ing in the choir.

What is the name of the peastor?

Cornell E. Talley.

Does your wife attend the same ehurch?

Yes.

Is she acti#e in the ehursh?

Not too astive.

How long have you beern a member oflthat,chutohé
8inee 1958, .. |
Are you presentiy & member of the NAAQP?

No. |

Héve you ever been a member of the NAACP?
.Yes,'I was.,

How long ago?

Approximately two years ago.

It has been two years sinee you have been a member?
Yes,

You are familiar with the NAACP?

Yés, Iam,
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Do you know itk purpcse?

Yea, I do.

Ur. Davia, were you 2 witness to an incident in the evening

of Auwgust 34, 1884, at the Poliee garagé at 13th and -
Beaubien?

Yes, I waa.»

Do you reeall that day?

Yes, I do.

Did you work that day?

Yes,

What time did you gtart work on that dayfl

I started work at 3:00 o'eloek. |

Wes that in tho mornink? .

That ig the aiteinoon ghift —— 3:00 to 11:00.

Did you 1gave 2t eleven?

I left at eleven and I went home, and I found that I hed
the keys to one of the eell bloeks in my poeket. So I
went baek. |

When yow say yoa went home, did you drive home or take a
bus?

I érove home, | .

Is that your own ear? '

Yes,

When you got home, about what time was 17

I would say it wae about 11:20.

e




e~ Aokt

&>

& » O e &

O

. gave them to somecnd on the degk that ealled homs about

The oall came #fter I left -- about ten minutes, my wife

T Wy TN Y . =

When you got home what did you dlecover?

I had the koye to ore of the sell blowké in my posket,

It is an extra set of keye, and I turneé right around and
tock them baek. : | ) S ;
Did yow eome. home in a uniform?

Yes, I did.

You found thege keys were in the rants poeket of your
uniform? .

Yes,

You didnit change slothes when you 1eft?
No.

You went baek?

‘Yes. |

Did you return the ¥reys?

Yes, I did. | . | | {:

Did you return them to anybody in particular?

I cen't remember who I turmed them in to. I think I

«them and wantea them returned.

Whon you got home there was aetuelly a eall to that

effest?

said.

You,were'on'your way baek to the station when the eall

came?
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When you got bask they expested yow to return with the
keys? |

Yes.

You magt have givem them to somebody?

This is true, * | |

You don't remember who that wae?

No, I don't.

This would be at.the desk?

" Yes.

Where is the desgk located?

In éhe 1obby of the Wayne County Jail.

Iz that on the first floor? .

It is on the first floor,. |

About what time was 1%t you got baek to the jail?

Abo#t a quarter to twelve or ten miﬁufes to twelve.

Is that your best reeolleetionf

go far as I can rewember, yes, 8ir.

You weren't necegsarily looking at a watch, or anything?

Yo.

You juét estimated these times?

Yes.

They eould be off a 1ittle bit, is that right?

10
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They cowld be.

Did you drive baeck in your owm car?

Yes.

© B O

.Did you notice anything unforseen or untoward when you got
baek to the jail?
A Yes, I did. 4z I was going into the jail I happencd to

P lock a2geross the street,

< Thistie when you were on youT Way baok?
| A Yes,
| Q Before you returned the xeyel
2'A Yes.
< ¢o on.
| A I looked into the garage.
i
i Q Whéz st:eet does'the garage face on?
? A on Clinton.
| o What etreet is the entTamce to the jail on?
f A On Clinton, aléo.
| Q in order %o come to the entrance you havé to pés; the

garage?

A That is right.

ﬁ ) Was the garage door open OT elosed?
|
o
A They were Open.
Q- Approximétely how far from the garéga were you when yow

saw gomething golng ont

'y ibout e hundred yards, 1 guwess, 2goToee the atreef;

I3




’ Q Was the garage lighied?
i{ A Yee.
i Q Weg the street dark or lighied?
; | A The streets were 1i§hted.
| Q Was there anyihing between you and what you vaw in the

ﬁ gaTege to obstruet your vision?
hoA Not at that particmiexr time. ‘There is a door, and there
! .

(. iz & wall separating WO dcors to the garage, but — and

I .
! thet is 211, I guess. There are two entrances.

;lQ rye eniTangss 0 Toz gaErage!
A Yeé, two entrances tO the garage. .
o] Can vou see¢ a elear shot right into the garege? ‘
!FIA Yes.
? Q There were NO &&IS parked in yéur>line of vision?
‘A ¥ot in my line of vieion.
? Q wrat did you see?

i A Two poliee offieers and a fellow in plain elothes had

a woman prisoneér.
G Deseribe the poliee offigera.
o Cne was & pig fellow, tall, epproxinately eix feet, threo,

I guess., I dow't know how many pounds. The other one

was maybe six feet, five,

Q Were they white men?

A A11 three of them were white.
? .

12
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pid you hear the door slam?

Can you degeribs the men who was not in uniform?
He was the eborter o7 the three. He had on & jasket and

a straw hat, I believe, He was behind the pafties. There

were two polieeme n, the lady and this gentleman. .

Were they talking when you saw them?

There was a gommotion there.

That wae the first tring they were dolng when vou eaw them?

/ ‘ . .
The firet thing they wore doing when I sz them, they were

eoming out of the car.
Did you zee them getting out of the gar?

Yes. Trey slammed the door end was coming out of the car.

The first thing you gaw was these people getting out of

the ear?

fes, and they had sl

wgit. Who was in the front geat of the ear?
1 didn't see them in the front seat of the ear. When I |

spoke of them getting out o7 the ear, the door had slammed

and they were proeceeding into the station.

Yes.

Is that what ealled your attention?
Yes, and a lot of noige,

What. noise éid yow hear?

fiell, being inquisitive, I always look over on the Detroit
side. It is light, and I ean eee what 1s golng On. This i

13
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g€ Oofllecer had this woman prigoner, and some words were
ragased.

Could yow hear the woxda?

Yo, I couldn't,
Who was cpeaking?
I guees he was speaking

for sure.
iere they speaking in a lcw tone or a lovd tone?
It was kind of loud, becauge the voices earrled in the

garage, I gesos. Ohue attempted to kiek back at him, or

gozething. 6She terned around. Maybe she didn't want him

to heve his hands on her. I don't know the reason why she

did 1%,

. Did she kiex at hiam?
Yes, she did., I saw her kiock at% him.

Did she toseh hilm when she kicked at him?

I don't think Bhe toughed him, but ehe kisked at him,
You think she missed?

She must have missed. At thet time he tock Ser by the
arm with her arme behind her and grabbed her by the
shoulders and threw her down head first, éndvahe hit her
left side. Thils oth@r officer eomees up and pulls a ﬁig
off her head, nd he kicks her in the back. Then they
picked her up, and the big omne made.a statement, "Now you

are really going to the hospital.® They went on, and

that is when, I guess, thoy went om wp into the station,
S 14 . '

to her, or vice versa. I don't know
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end thet ig all I could pee. That is all I eould remenber,

beoause I was pretvdy well tors up behind that.
Did she gay anything after thet? |

Yo, she didn't cay anything,
When you saw her kiek at the tall offieer, whero was the

other offiser?

He was behind her. 5Sie was in between . The big one, the’

lady, the other officer behind heT.

$he last one, was thal the --

fhe plain-elothes man Wwas pringing up the Iear.

Did you at that time vnow who the girl was? ‘

Ho, I didn't.
The third man you aszumed to be & plain—elothes offiecer?

I found out later that is what he was.

¥ho told you he was & p1a1n~clothes officer?

I spoke to Rev. Wadsworth's aseistant. At that time I .

4 this was e plain-clothee cffiecer.

You say that she wag thrown to the ground?

Yes.
4t the time that you s&w that happen, did youw gee whather ;

or not her arms were Loeked? Was she handsuffed? (.

Yeg, she wes bandeuffed.

Then the officer threw her to the ground she was faeing j

bim?

|
|
¥o., He was behiné her, to the rear. }

15 i
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Ee was to the rear of hez?
Yes,
Did she kick to the roar?

Fot while he was throwing her,
At the time ghe kieled at him was she faeing him?

Ko,

i

Fas he behind her when she kisked at him?

That is right.

fhen she kisked to the rear?

That is right.

Then, did youw s&Y, he picked her up?

1t seemed to be that way.

pid he 1ift her of?f tﬁe ground? i

?ee..He is a.pretty gtrong fellow. That is what I got

80 ehook up about. It wes juat like & baby.'

You say he plekxaed her up like a baby?

Yeg.

Ané shen threw her to the ground?

Yes., He just slammed her doOWn.

you are sure she didn't trint
Ko, ehe dida't trip.

Youvare elear about that?

I am suré.

Then she landed on the ground did she land on the front

18
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of her body %o the pround or the baek of her body to the
ground?
She landed on her head on the left side.

What wae the firgé part of her bedy that otrack the groend?

°

Eer heed.

Did youhear her sdy anything when ghe hit?

No. I just heard the blow; ¢pat is about all.

How far owey from you was that when it happened?

1 was righ# aeross athe gtreet watehing.

e that fronm aeTross the gtreet?

You could hear and 8¢

Yes.

You'éay 34 was about a nundred yarde?

Yes. It could have been sloseT.

When you saw this did you move ®p eloaer?

Quite naturally. I didn't go out in the street, but g0 I

gould get & full view 80 I could see what was going on.

what wae the elosest you would say you were all the time?

Approximateiy the same distance, I would get to the left

and to the right. That is all.

The next thing you 83W wae another police officer eome

over to her?
Yes.

That was the shorter police offieer?

Yee.

Did he say anything Yyou reeall hearing?

I didn't hear anything.

17
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vhat did you see hium co?

He grabbed her by her wig end pulled her Wig off her head.

Did he pull that wig off as if he knew 1t wae 8 wig?

No. He just grabbed it. I guvess he€ gidn't know it was

i 9

a wig, and it Just <ame ©

1¢ ghe didn't have & wig on what woulc nave happened? .

It would have beer her head.
pid he grab 1t harshly OF eas7?

He grabbed it harshlye

Then, you gay, & wig cane off1?

Right.
pid her hesd come up?

Ag the wig eame off, yes.
Her hesad eame up?

Yes.

vnat happened then?

he lower part of rer back.

He ¥icked her in ©

Do you Enow how many timea?

onee.

Do you know what part of his

gell, the f2oot, 1 guess. But — well, the t0@ oOT the

whole foot, I guose.

wag he standing over her when he did this?

Yea, he was gtanding OVET her,.
Could you 11lestrate?
18

200t he wsed? ' .
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lete her have it. That'a all,

Be gocys vl & erpzha ™ 4
4 v and grabe ker by the hair and juet (demonsirating

“h ' .
at you just illustrated was a combination of grabring

rer by the hair and kickinz her at the scme time?

It waan't at the scme time. Ne pulled the

Ee pulled the wig oZ2f firsi?

Yes,
And then he kieked her in the back?

Right.

Can you deseribe the riek? Was it a light

Xigck or heavy kdgu?
1t waen't iight. 7¢ was o kick that eould

1 guesg, to a womdh of her eize.

How big a woman Wis ahe?
gne wae preily small,

Gan ycu egtimate her size?

I would say abowt 2 hundred ten pounds.

Abcut hRow tall? .
About five feet—cne or two. 1 don't now.

Do you reeall the solor of her hair?

No.
or the wig?
ﬁo.

Do you remember how she was dressed?

o, I don't.
Did you see any blood UT. Davis?

19
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o, I didn't,

-1 - :

f£ter the kiek, thoen what happened?
¥e piecked her wup.
Tho pleked her up?

™he tall officer.

Yene

How did he piek her up?
e?t on heT nead.

He had Ler by what halr ghe had 1

He grabted heT by the haizr?
by the grhoulder

Yes, end raiged her Y3 ¥

her On shead and +0ld her agoy you are really goigg to the
?ospital.“

what wes the plainoaioﬁhes man doing g1l tbat time?

Just following.
er normal e you?

nought he was maybe €

pid he 8€

geemed normale It

been prought in togetheT. 1 didn't know.

pid ke participate in thie at all?

No.

pid ke say anything that you could hear?

No.

How long»did 1t tazxe for thie ineident %o oceur?

I geess mayde three or four minutes., I guees.

What did you @o after the jneident oceurred?

g and then puahed

omequy t+hat had




| 4 Well, I was pretty well shook up behind that. I ment on

in to the jail. !

BT When you say shook up, what &o you mean?,

¢ _

S oA I was disturbed, I wae mad, I wae angry; because I rate
!

:

!
}  to see anybody use forse. The lady was already, I would

Eo eay, detained, and she was handcuffed, and I samW no cause

i .
| for it. It is not because she was a Negro. She could ,
i have been white as far 2s that 1is concerned. Just being

kind of

2 lady and having tc 3o through with that, 1t

touched me. Because 1t could be my wife, your wife, or

. anybody, and I wouldn't have went for it. I was mad and

1t hurt me.
g I went into the jail after that, and the Sheriff —-—

not the Sheriff, but one of the cffieers had asked sgone

of the men to wolunteer to stamp sone brochures to be
) , nanded out on Primary Elestion day. So I went in and

; pelped out there for a while, and after that I left.

Did you tell anybody about 1t?

.8

ﬁ A I told only my wife when I come home
Iy ,

! »] When you left did you meet anybody?
A NO.

H 2} Did you come home by youregelf?

. A Yes.

iQ And you told your wife about 1it?

A Yes.
! 21
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pid you contaet the NAACP or did the WAACP contact you?

- i Q
:
; A Well, my Zriend told me they were interested in having 2 l
i; witness to tectify %o what happened. i
{ ¢  ¥as this somebody you told the story to? i
| A Fez. ¥y friend. g
Q Did youw tell him cbout 1%% 2
i A Yes. :
E ) Did you tell it to anybody vesides your friend and yOﬂT.Wif@{
| . .

begaugt when it canme out in the Chroniele and

A . Yes, I did —
in the Courier,

I saw the ploture cf the lady — it was#lec

ioned on that day in the

I think, and it RET S
and I sald, "I bet ;hia-is'

!

i

{

i

|

?

First Preeinet, |

L |
| .nd I was talking to & 7ellC¥, 5
' |
!l

!
i the girl I 83¥ they bezt up. I jus® bet." " you ¥mow? Like
| that.
I told one of the gheriffs depytieé there, end he ?
sald, 'Ilwish 1t had peen 2@ becauge I would{have_went to ;
Rev. Wadaﬁorth andvtoid him."® : _ -_ §

That is what the Sherifi's deputles gaid?

Yes.
What did you say?
1 was wondering what to da.

There were .

> O > O

I didn't know.

other witnesses in the garage. The place had 2 lot of

i ,
workers in there, colored and white, I guess, and other

officers eoming and going. Reading it in the paper, no ;

one said anything, and I didn't know. Yot knowing poliee ;o
i

22




policy, whether it was right for to elaborate on'something
of thig nature, |
Were you afraid?

Yes, I was; because I didn't know whether I was doing right
or ﬁrpng, you sgee, $£o I.aaked — told z number of peorle,

olose friends, of the incident, and I wanted to know what

O
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wcould they do.

Were these police officers?
Cne in partieula_.

In cther words, involved in law enforeement?

#ell, two of them was.

Two involved in lew enforcement?.

Yes.

Go ahead.

snd they told me they wisghed 1t had been then.

vou say they wished it had been them?

Yes, that saw gomething like that.

‘ Why did@ they say that, did tbey say?

mnave core right away and tried to ——

1 guess they would ha
went ove ra.nd

it,

I said,
nave been on longe

now?
80 I juet went along with 1

end told my wife and -2 d

got some badoe nuMbers and faces and rep

"ell, I don't xnow- absut all this.

r than I have and, I don't rnow."

You..

You

t and kept it to myself,

1#2erent number of people, and I

orted

o e SwmesbhL S
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hous's 1
thought 1Y wes the cna of 1%,

o : ‘
But the other day my friend told me, "You know, you
cught to talk %o Rev. Wadsworth because the State Olvil
! » Rights is on this szce about this Barbara Jackscn end they

need a witness." He was telling me there was a woman poliee

n that sav me watching -- she was watching out the window -+
and ghe didn't know who I was begause I was one of the §

newer fellows thera.

He patd, "They know you B84GF something, but they

.

l.

H _ don't know who you are.”

l ¥hen you say they, who do youw mean?
t

Ke,

Who is "they kncw you saw sonething®?

B & O

I don't Enow who it was. Wy friend was saying ®They don'g
kxnow who you are.® I don't know whether he was speaking

of the NAAOP or not. I believe he had previously talked

: to Rev. Wadsworth about 1it, and he, spoke to me confidentiall{.

) Who epoke to you confidentially? ' C i

|

This officer, and he asked me 1f'I would eome in and give

P

i nmy testimony, and I téld him I wouwld. I did that Friday. |
é Q Did you go in yourself? -
i A Yes, I did. ‘
5 A Who did you speak to when you wént in? ) |
ﬁ A Rey. Wadsworth's assistant, and another man I don't know '

i hisg name.
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¥ag Rev. Wadeworth there ot the time?

Did you sign any siatcment 2% that time?

No, just spoke,

You jest spoke and told him your story?

I just spoke and told him what I eaw, and he was taking

notes,

Wag that discussion &8 dotailed as the on€ we are having

row?

Well, it was not as mueh in detail because there 18 more
guestions here now than before.

We have gone into it mugh more deeply?

Yes, more gpesifically.

Do you know who the policewoman wae who saw you?

No, I don't. I wasn'i ewareé anyone was watehing me.

Is there anything further you want to say?
I think I heve eovered 1t pretty elearly.

Your wife is here now, ien't she?

Yee.

she has heard everything you have telked about?

Yes.

Did you talk with your wife about youwr deeigiomntontell

the NAACP about thie?

yYes, I did.
Did she agres that you ghould do thatf

ghe ia kind of choptieal about it because of fear of my job

25
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< She is worried about it?

A Yes.

Q ind she still is?

A She probably is,

aQ Which is something that we underataﬁd. I donit think she
was here and heard us digcuss thgt metter. |

A She hadn't coms out the TOOH,

MR. MILLOR: Would you cbjeet, ¥a'n, if we agked
you some questionz? |
MRS, DAVIS: YNo.

Q (Of ¥r. Davis) EBEefore I ask your wife any questions there
ig one other thing I want to come bagk to with you. Tou
gaid you heard this one exproesion about going to the
hcspital?

A Yeao

.Q | Aow is it you heard thﬁt and cculdﬁ't hear anything elge?

A He said it loud enough.

Q In other words, thigc wes in o louder tone?

A Thie was in a lomdexr ione, ¥e3.

MR, MILLER: That is all. Thank you, ¥r, Davis.

STATE OF MICHIGAN )’
| ) e8
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I héreby sertify that I reported gtenographically
the foregoing statement at the time and place hereinbefore set
forth; and that this is a true and correct transeripgZon of uy

ghorthand noteées.
| | gg;;iézﬁQQ&_k;) o8N,
| otaryPublic, Wayne County,Yichigan

Detroit, Yichigan ¥y Commission Expires November 11
september 28, 1964 1964 ’




