MAYOR JEROME P. CAVANAGH REPORTS TO THE PEOPLE

Text of Television Address Delivered
Thursday, March 6, 1968

Seven months ago this city experienced a destructive riot. The
damage to our community was great. The number of lives lost, the people
arrested, the physical destruction of property, the families left home=-
less == all were part of a catastrophe none of us wish to see repeated.

Following the riot, we directed most of our efforts to clearing
the rubble -=- the visual scars -- from our streets and to alleviating
the immedicate suffering of those who were the victims of this violence.

Some members of this community went further. They recognized the
riot as a manifestation of the frustration and despair of those who
by race and education are excluded from our complex, largely impersonal
economic system. This awakening of awareness by a segment of our com-
munity has had its finest embodiment in the New Detroit Committee,

established immediately following the riot.

But there were other voices that gained strength from the tragedy
of last summer. These were the voices of the right and the left which
are even now trying to further divide our community. Fortunately, these
men have not been successful in attracting major followings in this city,
no matter how confident they may seem.

However, it is not to these two groups =-- those trying to eradicate
the conditions which breed riots or those unreasoning, hate-filled men

of the right and left who, like maggots, are trying to feed on human

already made their commitment,
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I am speaking to the man who stood last July on his lawn in Dear-

born, in Northwest or Northeast Detroit, in Warren, in Southfield, in

all of the communities around this city and saw smoke clouds hanging low
in the sky over Detroit.

1 am speaking to the man who, confused and fearful for the safety

of his family, believes rumors and stories that his normal good judgment

would reject out of hand.

For this man, and his family, are victims of the riot and its after=
math. This is part of the damage of last July that we failed to foresee.
And it is the psychological damage done to these citizens which ho;l.ds

the greatest threat, and constitutes the most clear and present dange

to our common future.
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facts. There are certain facts you should know, and that is one reason

I am Speaking to you tonight.,

Riots are not inevitable. I cannot emphasize that too strongly.

No one can predict when, or if, a riot will occur. No one can start a

riot. No one can predict its course once it starts.

But when I say that riots in this city or in any other other city
are not inevitable, I must emphasize that every citizen has it within

his power to affect the conditions that give rise to violence. {‘If he
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) accepts uneritically every rumor, if he buys a gun neithér understanding

how it works nor the legal implications of using a weapon, if he endorses
vigilante groups, he has contributed to an atmosphere that may well bring
about the very violence he has been seeking to avoid.

g in the Detroit area. We

stances would be immediately discounted. ' —

Without newspapers in this city, these rumors have been svread

by word of mouth until they hav

for action.




most serious threat to the Public safety and to the maintenance of
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peace 1n our community. I have tried to revive a sense of balance within

the City itself through the introduction of a gun registration ordinance

in the City Council.

Since the riot of last July, we have been working to improve the
effectiveness and responsiveness of our Police Department. We have

studied the areas in which the department was weak last summer and we

have acted to plug these gaps.

As a result of our emergency bond issue late last year, we are
buying new communications equipment that will greatly increase our ability
to bring to beér effective police power in any foreseeable situation. We
have purchased the weapons which we found that we needed and that were ‘
most sultable based on our experience of last summer. We have conducted,
and are still conducting, special classes in riot control techniques for
the Police Department. .

We have organized a Police Reserve of civilian volunteers, beth

Negro and White, who are being trained to guard v:l.tal :l.nstallations and

to supplement police protectiondf fire units in a riot area. M
these men have completed training and are available far dntg nowe
more are in traimng¢
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office to shorten the response time should it be necessary to call on

these forces. We have developed plans that will allow us to cope effectively,

quickly and selectively with any type of civil disorder.

In other words, and I want to emphasize this, the public safety agencies
charged with protecting lives and property in this city are prepared --
and are capable == of maintaining order.
I must point out, however, that the control of a riot is not our

only aim. We must do more than just prevent a disorder. We must re-

move the causes which give rise to those expressions of violent discontent.
We do not seek in any way to repress the legitimate grievances of any of
our citizens. — s

But we will not -- we cannot, if we are to make any progress ==
tolerate lawlessnesse.

We will apply the law fairly and equallye. We expect all of our

citizens to live by the lawe.

programs in jobs, recreation, housing, and social welfare.
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always had the ability to pick itself up off the floor and to make s

strong comeback to achieve a better life for its c: tizense.
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over the past seven months, honestly and objectively, to determine whether

or not he has contributed to the tensions within this community.

For to achieve our dream of a city re-born, we must have a return

to sanity in this city and its surrounding communities.

1 will do my part. In fact, today, 1 have sent a letter to the Mayors

of all communities within the Detroit-Metropolitan area to meet with me

Thursday, March 14, to discuss with them the plans Detroit has made to

prevent any recurrence of last July. I hopethat this will also help

quiet the fears and anxieties within these communities.

Finally, if we are to succeed, we must guard against a blunder based

on a fallacy. There could be no more tragic occUrrence than, if this

into a conflict based on a wholly untrue, irresponsible

For this reason, 1 have today directed that the City's Commission on

every citizen who has a rumor wit

Community Relatmns Com:.ssian. It'B tele,,;ine number is 967

Each rumor will be checked out, the true facts establishe
or before it can do any more damages In
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