MEMORANDUHM

DATE : September 28, 1971

TO: .WILLIAM L. CAHALAN
Prosecuting Attorney

FROM: TIIOMAS H. BAHEN :
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

"RE: FATAL SHOOTING OF RICARDO BUCK

AND CRAIG MITCHELL
BY PATROLMAN RICHARD E. WOROBEC

On September 17, 1971, at 9:35 p.m., Patrolman Richard E. Worobec,

assigned to S.T.R.E.S5.5., was acting as a decoy. .WorObeC was
holding a gas can in his hand and was leaning against a pole on
the southwest corner of Belmont & John R.

Worobec states that two negro males approached him. Ricardo Bu;k

was holding a red steel rod approximately 18 inches long and said,

"Hey, man what's happening?"” "Are you lost, brother", and jabbed
@raiag Mitehell

him in the gut with the steel rod. At Ehliis tdme,
ed the steel rod and began to

grabbed his right arm and Buck dropp
remove Worobec's wrist watch. Buck said, "Give it up". Both men
then began hitting and kicking Worobec, forcing him down to one knee.

Worobec identified himself as a police officer and ordered themn to
halt. Both men continued the assault. Worobec again ordered them

to halt and again identified himself as a polace officer. Fihe

assault continued, and Worobec drew his weapon. Both men began

to escape, going in opposite directions. Buck went southeast across
John R., and Mitchell went northeast across Belmont. Worobec hollered,
"Halt, police."” When the men did not stop, Worobec fired two shots

at Buck, turned and fired two shots at Mitchell, turned and fired two

more shots at Buck.

Worobec did not see Mitchell fall, but last saw him run between cars
parked on the north side of Belmont. Worobec saw Buck fall, face

down on the east 'side of John R. in front of 9840. Assistance was
summoned, and a search was carried out for Mitchell. Mitchell's body
was discovered 17 minutes later on the north side of Belmont partially

concealed under a parked car.

The watch, identified by Worobec as the one taken from him, was found
underneath the body of Buck when he was turned over to be placed on

the stretcher.

Patrolmen Donald Schaecher and John Mazzoni, assigned to S.T.R.E.S.S.,
were apout one block south and on the opposite side of John R.,
following Worobec. They saw the two negro males approach, assanult,
and knock down Worobec. They saw the two negro males being to run

and heard Worobec yel}, PHalt, I'm a police officer®; they saw one
of the men fall and aided in the search for the second man. Neither

- officer fired any shots, or subsequently saw a watch.

Patrolman Robert Bradford, assigned to S.T.R.E.S.S., was driving a
Checker Cab south on John R., when he heard shots, When he arrived
he saw Worobec standing on the southwest corner of John R. and .
Belm9nt, and Buck lying on John R, Bradford fired no shots, but
re@alned with Buck's body until the wagon came. As Buck's godv was
being placed on the stretcher, he saw a watch underneath the bédy.‘

The watch was picked up by Worobec.
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patrolman Michael Trompak responded to the scene and conveyed Buck

to Detroit General Hospital. Trompak observed that Buck was lyving

face down on the sidewalk. When he turned Buck over to place Buck

on the stretcher, he saw a watch underneath the body .. R S . TeRE oS <5
h the watch.

officer stated, "There's the watch". Trompak did not touc

Stanley Mays, age 15, was sitting on the front steps of the North

End Family Center, 150 Belmont at John R., talking to Monica Brown,

and Ladonna Nails. Mays noticed a white man walking up John R.,

apparently drunk, and saw Mitchell and Buck tussling with the

white guy. Mays does not know where Mitchell and Buck came from.

Mays further stated while the tussling was going on, Mitchell was

trying to get the man's watch off. The white man fell into the bushes.
Buck started

The white man holkred, "Help, police". Mitchell and
to run, Mitchell running across Belmont and Buck running across Johg R
an

The white guy came up from the pushes and shot towards Mitchell,
Mays saw Mitchell fall over the rear of a parked car. MHays also

saw the white guy fire toward Buck.

he saw a second white guy fire towards Buck
and

Mays also states that
and the other side (south) of the alley,

from across John R.,
that he saw a third white man in the bushes alongside the center

of John R.
Mays then ran away from John R., across the front of the Center,
£ the building to get help. Mays returned to
from where Buck was

and then to the rear ©
scene and remained on the opposite side of John R.
body was blocked by the crowd, but he heard

lying. Mays view of" the

or saw nothing unusual.

Monica Brown, age 16, was On the steps of the North End Family Center
with Stanley Mays, Ladonna Nails, Craig Mitchell, and Ricardo Buck

just talking for approximately 5 to 10 minutes.

and she saw a man walking on John R., and

Mitchell and Buck go up to the man and start talking and then they
fell in the bushes. Mitchell started to run across Belmont and Buck
started to run across John R. The white man jumped up and fired at
Mitchell four times. DBrown did not hear anybody say nothing. Brown,
Mays, and Nails all ran away from the scene back across the front Of
the Center to get help. Brown did not notice any other white men

in the area before getting help.

"After getting help, Brown returned to where Buck waé lying. Brown
h?ard or saw nothing unusual, but that her sister, Ramona, was there
with their mother, and Ramona said she saw a white man raise Buck
up and put this watch under him.

Mitchell and Buck left,

Brown is Mitchell's girlfriend and admits the police were at her
house asking about the shooting but did not talk to her.

Ladonna Nails, age 15, was apparently another witness. According to
Gister Elizabeth Harris, her parents do not wish her to make a

statement. Sister Elizabeth will contact them again and attempt
to obtain their consent. '












