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~it~ of f>rtroit 
INTER .QfflCE CORRESPONDENCE 

T01 R. v. Mark.a, J. Buah, o. Stoner/ DATEJonuary 12, 1968 

FROM, Le Willbma SUBJECT1 Fitz&orald Area Police Baraoament 
Meeting 

On 1-10-68 Joan Fraley and I attondo.d • mooting at the Inferno Burger Clubhoua• 
at Puritan and Cherrylnwn. Tho mooting bad been requoated by Inapoctor Werner 

• of the Palmor Puk. Station in re eponae to citizon complainta of polico haraasment 
o( the membara of the Infernoa Club. 

Preaent at the mooting were tho following, 

lnopcctor \,crnor 
Lt. Herbert lle4de 
Ralph Rosenfeld 
Jim Trol.nor 
I:rneo t l·'a2.ey 
Stan Lewin 
Rev. ,Lo.rrcncc Green 
Rev. Edwnro Allardico -
Uorvoll tlorrington 
Stu llouse 
Glorh llouao 
Leon Atchiaon 
Jomca Garrett 

PalQer Pork Stotion 
14th Precinct 
President. Fitz£crold Coamunity Council 
?layor Covo.~~h•a Cffice 
Americo.n Civil Libcrtico Union 
Detroit llous1ng Ca:Dlooion 
University of Detroit 
Local Presbyterian Church 

SNCC 
SNCC 
Administrative As3iota.~t .to Con0resoman Conyer• 
Father of 1 of too boys 

Also in attcndmtce were about 15 to 20 p:ircmts, club ccrabers, and mecl>cra of the 
Fitzscrald Comraunity Council, and the local PTA unit •• 

The meoting wo& choired by Hr. Ralph P..oocr.feld. The meeting opcnccl with statements 
by the mcmbera of the Infernoo group aa to the actual occurrences which had brout;ht 
41,bout the mcctins. It occms that ehortly aftc~ tlle sroup leased tho lwmt>urgcr otand, 
how used AB a clubhouse, the police be g.in a prozra:.i of stopping and searching club 
mCSllbcrra and their c.ars. After many occurrences of t.'lis, tlra. Foley took a group of 
the tecnagora to tho Palmer Park Station, -whcro aho epoke with tba Lieutenant at tho 
desk and dew:wdcd an explonation. Sho waa told that if o.ny irregularities exist.Gd, 
' tbe7 \IOuld be taken care of. 

Starting tho next day, the polico began o mora stern crackdown, 111hich included 
breaking into doors with drawn guno end toking many of the boyo to tho precinct 
atationhousc. Tho boyo were always rclcsecd without charsea being filed. Inspector 
itcmor at first clcfcndcd the potrolr.11cma actions in breaking in with drawn i:;une, 
stating that thoro h.ad been brooking and entering complaints ond that he had mony 

. , dead polic c::icn who hod broken in without drawn guno. The Inspector wos interrupted 
' in 01d sentence b:, tho tconacors da:umding why of£1ccro hlXl broken in the other five 

· Umoa with drawn coo•• Tho Inspector voa told of inatonceo of police caaion into 
• the clubhouoe mokin& the atatcmcnt 0 uo•ro looood for bear today". It wao pointed out 

to the uninformed that thh atatancnt was supposedly a sophi&tication of tho phrase 
"wo•re hunting coon". 1:hcm the Inspector ookad for apCildfic instances of uae of race 
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l anguor.a and boration , one of tho boyo told of on ln ot'1llco where ho had bcon 
eearch od , put ln the rcnr aon t of tho cruhor and had tho etatanant r.iodo to him 
110 .K. you kinky hair ed bastard , what ore you up to ar you guy, tryln c to ovor • 
throw the police? " 

Emeat Maaey interrupted frequently with quootlono and tho frequent ,totcmen t 
to tho Inspector, that the Stop ond Fri sk Lew wcan•t yet on the book•• 

Everyone pr eoe nt participated in tho baoic lntorchon ge of idoaa concerning th• 
problem. Genorolly, the followtn s conclu•lo ne were roachod1 

l. lnapector Wornal' aokod for time to "do eome educating" and to have a 
long tclk with tho offic ora. Uo stated th a t th e policy was goin g to 
bo laid down that boya ohould bo takon to tho neareet et&tion if there 
is reason for holding th em. 

2. It was agr ood thnt a U e t would be dra wn up of all teono gero effected 
by police pickup, tho list eubml ttcd to tho pertinent etatio nh ouoe, 
end a wi-ittcn etatcment drown up in oach cao~ obeolvin g teen ager• of 
guilt. Inspector Werner agr eed to thio. 

3. In add ition to thia, I added a auggcation. The compil ation of tho 11Gt 
be done on a permanent bade by tho Infornoa. Each utudent ohou ld be 
advia etl th a t whea stoppe d by tho police, the pro pe r pr ocedur e "WOuld be 
to do anyt hin B r equeo t ed by the police, but to ge t the bada '-' number and 
repor t it. l fel t that tho of fending off ic ers might bo mor e oaaily 
diocov ored. 

4. Another meeting Wl!-G echcdulod for January 17 to see 1f any of the problcma 
hovo been r esolved. I got the d1etinct 1mrrcoa1on that R~lph Roaenfold 
wao attempting to ovor orgnniz~ \mat had been o very constructivo ra~ot1ng. 

5. In o.ddition, In spo~~r Werner pr omhcxl to bring b11ck to Pal mer Park an 
- ··· + Offie,3r Johnson Qnd hie pe.rtncr. recently tranQforrod to --0notheic-procinct 

.md vho had provioualy become quite friendly with and ra;pect e'1 by the 
lnfornoa sroup. 

The most 1mporta. --.t contuct I mado durin g the cv on1ns wan with !.con Atchison, "ho 
io in char go of the policft brutality inveeti :;:o.tion pro 0um for Joh."\ Conyers. 
Ile au33eeted that we take any futuro br11tality complainto whii:h CCl'DI:, throuah 
ouT office to hh office, a& he feels th at through the Juat1ce Dcpl\rtm ent ha moy 
be able to make rDOre effective dhpooition them b now occurr!ng throu gh CCB. 

Th• mcoting was very intoroating,not only becauao of tho excellent diacuoeion 
of practical and theoretical problm.1u1• but aloo because of the J>4rt1oa intoreetod 
enough to attend. 

·1 ahall be intoreetcd to aoe tho results of tho aecond mcoting of thh group. 

LW1vt 

,, ,1 

' 

Robert Joseph
connection to stop and frisk in 1969


