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e City of Detroit

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

10: Re Ve Marke, Je Bush, _Q._s_mg:/ DATEJanuary 12, 1968

FROM: Le Willfoms SUBJECT: Fitzgerald Area Police Horessment
Meoting

On 1-10-68 Joan Fraley and I attonded a meeting at the Inferno Burger Clubhouse
at Puritan and Cherrylawne The mecting had been requested by Inspector Werner

. of the Palmer Park Station in response to citizen complaints of police harassment
of the members of the Infernos Clube

Present at the meoting were the following:

Ingpector Werner
Lte llerbert lieade
Ralph Rosenfeld
Jim Trainor

Lrnest lozey

Stan Lewin

Reve .Lawrence Grecn
Reve Idward Allardice
lorvell Harrington
Stu llouse

Gloria llouse

Leon Atchison
James Garrett

Palmer Park Station

l4th Precinct

President, Fitzgerald Community Council
liayor Cavanagh's Cffice

Anerican Civil Libertics Union

Detroit liousing Comniscsion

University of Detroit

Local Presbyterian Church

spcC

{o(os

Adninistrative Assistant to Congrescman Conycrs
Fathicer of 1 of the boys

Also in attendance were about 15 to 20 parents, club members, and members of the
Fitzgerald Community Council, and the local PIA units.

" The mecting was chaired by lire Ralph Roscrnfelde The mecting opened with statcments
by the members of the Infernos group as to the actual occurrences which had brought
about the mectinge It sccms that ghortly after the group leased the homburger stand,
how uced as a clubhouse, the police began a program of stopping and searching club
menbers and their carse After many occurrences of this, Mrse. Foley took a group of
the teecnagers to the Palmer Park Statlon, where she epoke with the Lieutenant at the
desk and demanded an explanatione She was told that if any irregularitiecs existed,
‘they would be taken care ofe

Starting the next day, the police began a moxe stern crackdown, which included
brecaking into doors with drawn guns and taking many of the boye to the precinct
stationhousee The Doys were @lways rclcased without charges being filede Inspector
Verner at first defended the patrolmens actlons in breaking in with drawn guns,
stating that there had been breaking and entering complaints and that he had many
. dead policemen who had broken in without drawn gunse The Inspector was interrupted
' i{n mid sentence by the teonagers demanding why officers hed broken in the other five
P timas with drawn gunse The Inspector was told of instences of police coming into
' - the clubhouse making the statement “we're loaded for bear today”. It was pointed out
to the uninformed that this statement was supposcdly a sophlstication of the phrase
“ye?re hunting coon". lhen the Inspector asked for specific instances of use of race
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and beration, onc of the boye told of an instance where hc had been
put in the rear scat of the c¢ruisor and had the statement moade to him

"0.Ke you kinky haired bastard, what are you up to are you guys trying to overe
throw the police?"

Prnest Masay interrupted fraequently with queations and the frequent statement
to the Inspectors that the Stop and Frisk Lew wasn't yet on the booke.

Evoryone
problems
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present participated in the basic interchange of ideas concerning the
Generally, the following conclusions were reached!

Inspector Warner asked for time to "do eome educating' and to have a
long talk with tho officers. llo stated that the policy was going to
be laid down that boys should be taken to the nearest station if there
is reason for holding theme

It was agreed that a list would be drawn up of all teenagero effected
by police pickup, the liet submitted to the pertinent stationhouse,
and a written statement drawn up in cach caco absolving teenagers of
guilts. Inspector Werner agreed to thise

In eddition to this, I added a suggestion. The compilation of the 1list
be done on a permaenent basis by the Infornose Each student should be
advised that when stopped by the police, the proper procedure would be
to do anything requested by tha police, but to get the badge number and
report ite I felt that the offending officers might be moxe ecasily
discoverede

Another meeting wes scheduled for January 17 to see if any of the problems
have been resolvede 1 got the dietinct impression that Ralph Rossnfeld
was attempting to over organiza what had been a very constructive meotinge

In addition, Inspacter Werner promised to bring back to Palmer Park an
0f£{ficaxr Johnson and hie partner, vecently transferzed to .another pracinct
and who had previously become quite friendly with and raspected by the
Infernos groupe

important coutact I made during the evening was with Leon Atchison, who

is in charge of the police brutality investigation prozram for John Conyars.
He suggested that we take any future brutality complaints which coma threugh
our office to his office, as he feels that through the Justice Department he may
ba able to make more effective disposition than is now occurzing through CCB.

The mecting was very intercsting,not only because of the excellent discuseion

of practical and theoretical problems, but also because of the parties interested
enough to attend.

LWivt

I shall be interested to sce the results of the second meeting of this group.
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