DETROIT_POLICE DEPARTMENT
NS PR o

To: Lieutenant In Charge

SubjeBMVESTIGATION OF ALPHONSE COPELAND M/N, OF 5958 15TH 38T,

On March 8, 1966 at approximately 2355 P.M., whiie a2aigned Lo fect,
vith'hkmlun o y

and in o J.D, Washington, Badgs # 2,22, aand cruising in
the vieinity of Maplewood and Grend River, we ocbserved a » Wearing a Tan
sweator, brown rnu. leave the apartment blgd. at L84,9 Maplewood carryl
articles of men's clothing over his arm, plus a blue/grey camera case.

Due to heavy traffic conditions at this time, This writer and above
partner wore unable to stop the car and talk to the man at this locaticn, We
circled the block and returned %o observe above man enter a Maroon 1964 Buie)
(66) Mich, Lis, 0P 1695, which pulled away from curb and procesded W, on Map)
-wood: { Car had been parked aceross from above apartment,) The car then wey
We on ll;glwood to Beechwood, then south on Beechwood to Spokane, where Drivé
made left-twm and procesded E, on Spokane, We stopped the car and occupanty
Spokane just E, of Beechwood,

My Partner, (Abovs) approached the car, and asked above man for T.D.
which was produced, I, Patr, John Ronan left the S¢t. car and stocd near abo
car, so as to hesar and soes what was asce

rtained from our investigation, and &
be close to my partner in case help was necessary, ) man wag ralrly
co-operative, but kent on insist that

Above
he held a position with the Post Orc!
and that we would be reported for stopping him,

A% this %ime my partner asked Mr, Cepeland who ownod the articles of

men's clothing, I.D, as 2 mens ouits, and the camera case, which Mr, land
stated to contain a cemera, to which

Mr, Copeland weplled, that he was
ownar of all of the articles.

I% waa u&md o Mr, Copeland that there Bad bveon nuwmwrous ¢ ¥
of B& B, both of inessos and Dwellings in the area whewe he Lad been or
'mmﬁmwm-ommm-.mtutuummma
for uis belng inveatigased,

M>r, land at Shis time asked for and was givem the nuuber of the
ut.m.o{l: he names and numbera of both oers

r than a Mich, Op.

and a Car reglatrati 'lr. 's
hlﬁ&lgﬂ car searc be .
::nl:‘;‘”. or ww.u

—

\




DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM
SIXTH  PRECINCT

Dotedapeh 16, 1966
T:  1ieutenant in Charge

Subject: y poagR (F COMPLAINANT AGAINST PATROLMAN J.D, WASHINGTON, BADGE #2u22
SIXTH PRECINCT, REGARDING: 1., SBARCHING COHPLAINANT'S, ALPHONSE
COPELAND, 5958'= 15th, CAR WITHOUT A SEARCH WARRANT AND VIOLATING
ﬁi& n‘x‘gxax%s WITHOUT DUE CAUSE, DISTRICT INSPECTOR - WEST SIDE -

1. Mr, Alphonse Copeland, 5958 - 1l.th, Detroit, Michigan, com-
plains that he was sto ped vit.;oul cause and that a seareh of his auto
was made by Patrolman J,D. Washington,
warrant, thereby

padge #4422, without a search
violating his rights without due cause or reason.

1. This writer was assigned the above letter of complaint to
investigate.

on Mareh 15, 1966, this writer, spoke with Patrolman J.D. wWashington
and questioned him rogardi.ng the inecident mentioned in Mr. Copeland's
letter of complaint, Patrolman washington informed tnis writer that he
and his partner, Patrolman John Konan, badge #1500, were on trol when
they observed a negro male leave the apartment uuduu at Maplewood
with men's clothing over his arm end a camera case under his arm. There
having been & rash of Bii's of dwellings and spartments within the scout
car area patrolled by Palrolmen washington and Ronan they felt it
sary to s and investigate this man., They were unable
around x-oxhuly; they circled the block
entered a car. The officers were able to sto

the car on Spokane Bast of
trolman Washington stated : mI.m writer ed




$ Letier of Complaint from A

lphonse Copeland, Distriet Inspector -
West 8ide - Flle #226. pe ’ -
ge 2

On Mareh 17, 1966 after contagting Mr. Copeland by telephone 2t
wideh time a meating was arranged . with him to be held at the Office of
tholcuu-d Un%ht.;d miit::: Po:t 1{{1«, g. Fori and Trumbull, his place of
employment. g wr met w Hr, Copeland at the above location at
2880 P.Vsy Mareh ‘?’ 1966, ;

kre Copeland, wnen questioned regarding his specific com laint,
stated that he bud no eouplaint against Patrolmen John Ronan or gho
Detrolt Police Department, that his complaint was against Patrolman
Washington and the only complaint he had agaiust that officer was that
he searched his car and clothing in the car without a search warrant and
by so doing violated his, Mr. Copeland's, rights as & citizen in his
private auto upon a public street.

Further, that Patrolman Washington
stgppod and searched his auto without any reascpable cause for sugh an
aect,

This writer informed kr, Copeland that approximately 150 BiE
of dwelling have occurred in the Sixth Precinet lfDCO

January 1966 and
& good of these have been in the two scout car areas where was
stopp questionad, It wvas explained to him that the officers observved
him leawing the apartment building with elo

and a camera case and
being awvare of the numerouse S&ik's of d ings and apartments in
that area they

felt they had suificient cause to stop and investigate the
complainant. Mr, Copeland did not agree that this was cause for stopping
and searching his auto. In fact he stated that there could be nc reascn
for an officer stopping and mm ids car unless the officer had full
knowvledge thaet a crime had been tted by the driver of that car and
that the stolen property was in the cars

Mr, Copeland stuted that Patrolman Washington searched
in hig car, uncer the front seat of the car, and opened the camerz cage
éuvring obis search, When asked if he denied permigsion

to seareh his ear
he stated he did notj neither did he give permission.

asked kr, Copsiand whet aetion he would like to have
m-mmusumwmmunmmtmu
he




I: Letter of Complaint from

West Side = File g2t Alphonse C&‘land, Distriet Inspector -

ge 3 o
el | Lpd

sttisfy him,

“~ g™

This writler can £ind no fault in the

1% 1 "W act:lonn dﬁ ther of >
as t:oro gd that IO &polegy be fortheoming fr m Ticers

(orm :dtrOMan wasihilngton
copalm’%i& lllrrmt a::ion' on the part of the officer toward Pr.g
a

logye. Further, it v
furgher on’ Ygotaken wgdinst the ot‘ficorl. 8 PRI Nt

noah e

oceurred on Mareh B
scout ear 6-4 area,

h Mr, Copeland's ht‘tm' of ¢omplaint
06 &t 2:;3 P.M., onlpakanampot a;m,to

e v—— b

s

ID
mp‘eﬁtg Western District March 23rd, 1966

Sixth Prccinc%
atrolmen Washington and Ronan, being mindful of the many Breakings and -
aw« Dwellings in Scout 6-4 territory, were ‘alert to observe for cirs -
cumstances which may lead to the arrest of perpetrators of the burglaries. They
also had information that a male burglar 'in MU ‘6=5 territory had used a 1962
or 1963 brown Buick on another date. When they saw'a lone¢ male leaving the apar-
tment building, 4849 Maplewood, carrying a case and several mens® suits, com- =
plete with ‘t&‘-u n uuuu later enter a maroon 1964 Buick, they decided

tigate this '.l‘ho per W‘ to be, Copohnd 39/n
;:stn:;:‘ He wouldn't say y he was N%‘ mmod, m. articles

were anded the officers names, addresses, and telephone numbers, as
mhtt"l -zg‘g- Whu-hu, ‘car cod G’M me 's ‘badge numberss -

n 3 ,\.-.v AG ') X :JK =A © VW"'
a5 sahington Saye he asxed €of Ve maits S EgLe el b ot e
uuomigotw stop. He

said he did not enter the car and handle ‘suits or -
of Mr. Copeland's manner, Patr. washington decided to leave
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he saw Mr.
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