MEHORANDUM TO: Members of the nonorable Common Council

FRO : B x ¢ e
M: Commission on Community Relations Staff DATE: September 24, 1970

SUBJECT: Emerging racial problems within the student body and the community

adjacent to Henry Ford High School, Seven Mile Koad and Evergreen

1. Patterns of St

\dent Involvement and Assessment of Causes

A?cording to rep?rta? recelved by CCR staff from school officials, a few minor
fights occurred irside the school building toward the end of the school week

?f September 14 to September 18, 1970. These isolated scuffles reportedly only
involved some youths who apparently were carrying ''"chips on their shoulders.'f

Beginning with the current school week, student confrontations escalated and
assuned a new form, with components as follows:

l. Ha;assment of badly outnumbered black students by roving gangs of
walte youths and adults, aged 18 to 23 and older, as the black students

walkzd from the school to bus stops or buses at the school awaiting
their arrival.

2o Swzzbjecting blacks to verbal insults and pelting with cbjects of various
klnés, without known provocation, according to school and police
officials. (Substantial police and Board of Education Security Force

presence has apparently been the factor that has forestalled serious

consequences and maintained adequate control of the situation up to
thiﬁ pOintu)

5. The offending white youths and adults are described as being of an

incendiary type and committed to riotving. Many were not students.
Their actions are described as closely resembling those of the most
extreme activists that are commonly known to provoke and exacerhate

confrontation situations. Their procedure involves the assembly of
about 50, in sma2ll groups, near residences across from the school

about one hour before school closing, with an instantaneous buildup
to 300 - 400 - from concealment - in response to signals from their

leaders, with ensuing stalking and harassment of black students.

L. School officials indicate that the unique feature of the current
trouble at Henry I'ord High School is the absence of unusual difficulty
in student interaction within the school or demands on school adminis-
tration for redress of grievances. They say that, at present, there
is adequate control of the student body, and the faculty is cooperating,

but there is appreciable apprehension. Officials express certainey
that the existing problem will not be short lived.

IT. Planning Efforts of School Officials

Officials of the School Community Relations Division have been in constant

close touch with this situation as on~site observers and as an added resource

for the administration at the school. There have been planning sessions involving
school administration up to the level of Regional Superintendent, with daily
communication by letters with parents, aimed at enlisting effective control

by parents having youths attending the school. Because of the difficulty in
controlling mass meetings, none are planned. Officials are working closely with
the Parents Club, however. Development of effective long-range human relations
measures are being considered as major attention is given to control of the
jmmediate emergency. A group of exceptional school-community agents are being
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ransferred from other assignments to work with students at Ford High School.

L1I. Role of the Police

Staff observations at the school on September 23, 1970 reveal that the conduct
of policemen was restrained, efficient, and professional. An excellent job was
done in keeping the white anéd black student groups sepearate, especially by a
group of Rangers, or Scooter Patrol oificers.

Inspectors Kleiner of Sixteenth Precinct and Henry Jason of ‘the Poli?e-Community
Relations Bureau were notably active in an effort to maintain effective control

of the situation.
The presence of efficient policemen in adequate numbers was positive in its effect.

ecial Observations

1. School officials observe that a potentially exP]._osive situation exists at
Ford High School which is likely to remain for some'i:me to come-

2. School officials feel the populatidn of tke school area ct 118

of white citizens who completely reject tlacks on any terms = a ajor
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to successful resolution in a time span that is desirab. €. .
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