WHY S.T.R.E.S.S MUST BE ABOLISHED

The campaign to abolish S.T.R.E.S.S. speaks to
two very important realities.

Oon the one hand we have the factsof ever
worsening conditions for black and poor people
throughout this country, and certainly in the City
of Detroit.

The unemployment figures; particularly for

black youth, demonstrate that the economic system

under which we live has no capacity for the inclu-




of Detroit.

The unemployment figures, particularly for

black youth, demonstrate that the economic system
under thch we live has no capacity for the inclu-
sion of black and poor people as productive parti-
cipants in the process of answering the basic
questions of life, namely how to provide decent
shelter, adequate nutritive food, health care

based upon need not money, and an educational sys-

nen working to build a humane and just
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people, has produced some profoundly disturbing

consequences.

The efforts of the people, whose needs go un-—

met, to organize themselves to determine the con-
ditions of their own lives, are met with an over-—
whelming military response that in every instance
amounts to overkill by the profit-seeking racists.
When workers whose interests are being sold
out by unions that are functioning as partners of
corporate management try to organize themselves
to ;ontrol their working conditions, they are im-

mediately confronted with the power of the state

machinery, particularly the police and the courts,

. the side of the people.




1f unemployed people, such as A.D.C. mothers,
organize to force the ruling class racists, through
their agents who administer the programs of social
welfare which programs are themselves used to con-
trol and regulate the lives of aid recipients, to
grant adequate allowances and provide necessary
services, they are arrested by police and charged
with such "crimes" as trespassing and the like.

When students in the schools and colleges,
and indeed junior high and elementary schools, be-
come so nauseated by the irrelevance of the
"educational” experience to which they are sub-

;1f3§@&9§~£§§@7§hgy act decisively to change it, the




real power by the people in the communities presents

itself. These central authorities know that if they
tire of the debate at board meetings or if the
parents become an "unruly mob" they have merely to
call the police to prevent damage to "their person
or property."' The damage to the thousands of child-
ren who are surrendered to them every morning is
of no real concern to them.

Wwhen persons who are lodged in "correctional"
institutions assert the demand to have their human-

ity recognized they are brutally assaulted and

massacred by the military and para-military police




of this society, the are ruthlessly murdered, in-

filtrated, harrassed and destroyed by the combined

~asources of the Federal, State and local police

agencies, who employ the intelligence units of the

Army, Navy, C.I.A. and other agencies in keeping

under surveillance anyone and everyone who knows

that this society as presently structured cannot,

and should not endure.

The conclusion that follows from the above is

that the role of the State and its police appara-

tus must be seen for what it is, and we must under-—

stand what the struggle against S.T.R.E.S.S. in

fact means.




continue to do so until we stop it.

S.T.R.E.S.S. is a very clever artifice used to

divide people in this community into "pro" and

tanti" crime sectors, with the anti-S.T.R.E.S.S.

forces being lumped into a category that

favors the mugging of the elderly, women

ren, and calls for the law of the jungle

vail on our streets.

The originators of S.T.R.E.S.S. and

henchmen, Mayor Gribbs and John Nichols,

supposedly

and child-

to pre-

their

feel

free to produce statistics that are designed to

convince youthat itis "safe" to shop downtown,

(if you have any money), and that therefore all
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S.T.R.E.S.S. does not stop the flow of heroin
into our communities, moreover since opium does not

grow domestically, and is not refined into heroin

domestically., the responsibility for its presence

ur communities has to be placed at the feet of

in o

those who own the systems of transportation, control
the borders of this country, and obviously want our

communities lulled into a state of euphoria, in-
duced by drugs, that reduces the level of serious

struggle that would, and will, seal their doom.

S.T.R.E.S.S. does not re-order the priorities
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and freeway construction programs that benefit the
business interest 'in our City and the surburbanites
whno =it in their boxes and talk about the deterior-
ation and crime in the inner-city.

S.T.R.E.S.S. does not make it unnecessary for
women in the inner-city to go to Wayne County Gen-—
eral Hospital for obstetric and gynecological med-—
jcal treatment, nor does S.T.R.E.S.S. provide trans-
portation for them or others who don't have cars to

ﬁll_ ride the freeways or even the city streets on week-

‘ends and holidays.
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function served by unleashing plainclothes decoys
in this community to shoot down not only 15 and 16
year old children but even other law enforcement
people, and then refer to it as a tragic mistake
(The Rochester Massacre) or to say well the "thugs"
name the game (Nichols at Common Council October
A ECTRUNS

The forces that have worked against S.T.R.E.S.S.
in this community understand that the solution to
the problems referred to above are not forth coming
from anyone but the people of this community, or-

ganizing an independent political movement that

he electoral mechanism,




targets, whenever it is in the interests of the

ruling class to do so.

Murder by the State as a public relations

tactic will not be permitted in this City, and

the machinations of Gribbs, Nichols, and Cahalan

do not divert us from the task of building a sys-

tem of power for powerless people that will consign




