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Negro vs.

BY VAN G. SAUTER
Free Press Statf Writer

Some time ago, while driv-
ing down an alley in an inte-
grated neighborhood of large,
rambling houses, a squad car
came across a shabbily dressed
Negro carrying a paper sack.

The policemen threw their
lights on the man. He stopped
and faced them

“What are you doing in the
alley 7" a policeman asked.

“None of your business,
came the response.

“What's in the package?"”

*None of your business.”

“Who are you?”

- - -

“NONE OF YOUR busi-
ness.” With that, the man
turned and started walking on
down the alley.

The police stopped him, put
him in the sguad car and
took him to the precinct sta-
tion house. There, the man
demanded to see the highest
ranking officer on duty

He then identified himself
as a doctor, pulled out a
driver's license that showed
he lived in one of the large,
rambling houses, and opened
the small paper bag to reveal
a somewhat wilted popsicle
he was taking to his dangh-
ter.

This was only an incident in
a grimy alley, but it sym-
bolizes the wedge of distrust
and animosity between the
Negro community and Detroit
police. It is a wedge that
could shatter Detroit's racial
peace

Ag the Negro doctor saw it,
he wouldn't have been stopped

let alone questioned—if he
white
- - -

“BUT WHAT the hell is a
cop supposed to do arouni
here.”" a policeman shot back.
“Do vou think we like to run
th gh those alleys? We're
there protect that doctor
and his neighbors. Hoy are
to know if he was a bum
i r. All he had to do

had been

or a d

was gi his name and open

he bag. That's all. Is that
much ?”

Department Blamed

Today. many Negro leaders
in Detroit sincerely b

the department h
ive altitude toward th
» community, that some
ro prisoners are brutal-
ized, that the department is
actually by bigots and
that Police Commissioner Ray
Girardin is either unable or
willing to correct the situ

on

run
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Mavor Cavanagh and the
police categorically reject the
charges. They deny the nega-
tive attitude, the brutality,
the presence of bigots and
the ineffectual leadership.

leged brutality, but to the
average Negro, the |
has many faces
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the problem is not

as severe as the Negro lead-
ers make it out to be—nc
it as "slight as city
maintain,
Somewhere. between the
two extremes must bhe an
area of agreement.
One extreme is represented

officials

by the Rev. James E. Wads-
worth, the tall, articulate
president of the Detroit

branch of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement
of Colored People.

“The Negroes in Detroit
feel they are part of an oc-
cupied country.” he said. "“The
Negroes have no rights which

the police have to respect.
It would appear that the
average patrolman looks
upon the Negro as being a
criminal type"
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believes

WADSWORTH

this attitude has been nur-
tured in the department down
through the years, and that

yvoung policemen must adopt
the attitude or face the scormn
of older officers.

“There are a few real vi-

One of the key

intendent (Reuter)
tectives (Cochill)
police review (trial) board.

plaints against the City’s

issues in
Negro controversy is the manner in which
complaints of police brutality are handled.
Jurisdiction over such cases now belongs
to the mayor and high police officials,
Here is the way it works;
The mayor (Cavanagh) appoints a civil-
fan police commissioner (Girardin) who, in
turn, appoints the top police officers,

Two of the career policemen
and the chief
sit with Girardin on the

The police review board hears all com-

sleeping on the job to taking graft.
A police board of Inquiry—consisting of

DISTRUST, ANIMOSITY DRIVE WEDGE

olice:

Commissioner Ray Girardin, right, and Supt. Eugene Reuter

Detroit’s top cop and right-hand man are targets of Negro criticism

ous bigots in the depart-
1went who give the whole
a bad name,” the

minister continued, “"and they
are more concerned with pro-
tecting the individual officer
than the com-
piaint a Negro citizen might
bring against him."

To the civil rights leaders,
the villains in the Police De-
partment are Superintendent
Eugene Reunter and Deputy
Superintendint James Lup-
ton. They manage the day-to-
day operation, and Wads-
worth charges that both are
men of very biased attitudes.

“And Detroit has a white

inveaticatine
investigaling

Department.” he a

ling ‘.\'E_ﬂ" e
of 4421 Police I
partment emploves, 148 or

percent are Negroes

Civil s
that throughout all city de-
partments Negroes constitute
about cent of the
work force
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BESIDES the alleged nega-
tive attitu
criminatory hiring
Wadsworth has a third grie
ance The persistence f
organized crime in Ne

neighborhoods

oervices estimates
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Police Frustrated
“I think some police have

entered into &an allegiance
th criminal elements in the

3

Negro Community,” he said
L.ook at the prostitution
Why isn't it stopped?”

The police reaction to these

charges is wusually one of
frustrated anger.
“Our job is law enforce-

regardless of who Is in-
: said Lupton. "“"We

look upon every Negro
13 a poiential lawbreaker
h interested
bru 5 Wadsworth or
anyi has been.
& ! a men o have
it. law en-

3 in trouble. There
ence in a ]'\.-.}l.--p-
*tion to a white
Negro criminal

- - -
“HE IS A o1 1 and
that's all we care about.
“The problem they talk
about doesn't exist in De-
troit.”
Commissioner Girardin
r relationship with the
Negro community is good,”

the Cavanagh appointee said.
“The number complaints
{voiced by the Negro leaders)
is not indicative. We make
over 10,000,000 contacts a
vear with the public and we
can't please everyone,

~f
of

“If there's a bad policvman
I want to know about it and
I want to see Lhe evidence."

Frederick F. Wright is di-
rector of personnel for the
department, and he attributes
the lack of Negro interest in
police careers to the good
economic conditions in De-
troit. “They make more cut-
side," he said, noting that
the starting salary for patroi-
men is only $6,115.

The city has initiated an

* Where Complaints

three high-ranking police officers not on
the trial board—was established under for-
mer Commissioner George Edwards to re-
view shootings by policemen and other
police matters.

¢ Ten civil rights groups recently asked
the Mayor to establish a citizen board of
police
League official suggesled two civilians be
arided to the existing police board of re-
The corporation counsel ruled that

the police-

review in

the super-
cf de

view

police, from

R T RS

both Sllg'ﬂf’.‘;tl()ﬂﬂ would wiolate the (_‘.IL}'
Charter

Another proposal, made Friday by the
Trade Umon Leadership Council, asks that
the board of review be expanded to include
civilians, This now {s being studied by
City officials.

Mayor Cavanagh

Rejects charges
ensive drive to recruit
Negroes, but the resuits have
limited. Of 44 recent
from the Police
only one is a

heen
graduates
cademy,
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the documen is not made
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Wadsworth finds it Ironic
that the department is now
“sincerely attempting to re-
cruit Negroes — but no one
wants to join. The Negroes
feel that yon can’t go any-
where in the department, and
that if you do join, you are a

sellont to your own o©om-
munity."”
The Detroit Urban League
observed last wvear that the
rall philosophy of many
wh superiors in reference
to Negroes” resuilts in un-
€ 11 assignments and pro-
maoti Negro policemen
Ten local organizations con-
cerned with civil rights have

recently been discussing these
problems with the police ad-
ministration. but toward the
end of December they gave
up and took their case to the
mavor

L] » L

MOST representatives felt
ey recelved an unresponsive
ng from Girardin and
anagh
The group was led hy Con-

n John Conyers, Jr.,
dsworth served as its
The group told
Cavanagh that a policeman
can verbally or physically
abuse a prisoner with impun-
ity, and then get protection
from the department if the
Negro complains.

The Immediate goal of the
Negro  leadership Is some
change that will hait what
they consider to be brutality.
They think this can be ac-

and W

spokesman.

complished In one of three
WAYS:
a new commissioner who

will be strong enough to
make his influence felt down
through the police ranks to

.

matters and an Urban

R

e S,

the patrolman on the street

the naming of a Negro
superintendent or deputy
superintendent. This would

give a Negro a voice on the
police trial board.

a revamping of the existing
trial board to give it a civilian
majority. A plan to this ef-
fect was presented by the
Urban League but batted
down by the mayor on legal
grounds.

- L -

THE TRADE Union Leader-
] Council TULC, an or-
anization whose leadership
been closely identified with
Cavanagh, has pro-
pased civilian participation on
the Board of Inquiry and an

Sup

Mavor

argement of the board's

e

The Inquiry Board, now
composed of officers ap-

pointed by the commissioner,

would investigate ‘“serious
police problems” and make
reports to the commissioner,

who sits on the police trial
board.

A simllar role is now per-
formed by the Citizens Com-
plaint Bureaun of the depari-

ment., The TULC was not
among the coalition of 10
groups concerned with civil

rights that have been press-
ing Mavor Cavanagh on po-
lice problems.

The pressure i now cen-
tered on the trial board
which is composed of the

commissioner, the superinten-
dent or the deputy, and the
chief of detectives or his as-
sistant

James Del Rio., a prosper-
ous, retired businessman now
attending law school, last
yvear brought an unsuccessful
legal action against the de-
partment seeking public dis-
closure of files pertaining to

trial board action and re-
lated matters.

- L -
FOLLOWING Del Rios

lead, and using contacts with-
in the department, some of
the civil rights organizations
acquired what they describe
as ‘‘official documents.” One
pertains to 335 recent trial
board actions,

Police ‘Protected’

The officers involved, ac-
cording to the document,
were charged with a variety
of offenses, ranging from
brutality to discourtesy. In
25 of the 35 cases the board
found for the civilian com-
plainant, but no action was
taken against the policeman
involved

One high-ranking officer
said that Reuter and Lupton
consistently protect these offi-
cers guilty of misconduet.
“They do it to keep up the
morale,” he said, “but actu-
ally it is tearing the morale
down.

“The good policemen know
the bad eggs can get away
with anything.”

Reuter dismisses any such
charge as erroneous. “We
have a tough trial board,” he

said, ""and our records are
open to the publie.”
- L -
BUT THE difference in

opinions over the trial board
are illustrated by the Barbara
Jackzon case.

Being Negro and a high
school dropout, it seems likely
that Barbara Jackson would
be earning $50 a week as a
dime store clerk. But she is
pretty and likes good clothes
so she went to work on the
corner of John R and Mont-
calm.

Now she is a $350-a-week
prostitute with no past and
no future, and her life cen-

with a sign on the window
warning that the car is pro-
tected by a®burglar alarm.
On a humid night in Au-
gust, Barbara Jackson and a
white customer from Canada
—all her “iohns" are white—
entered a building on that
corner and went into a shabby
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ters around a pimp who |
drives a large convertible |

apartment rented to neigh-
borhood prostitutes.

Two policemen were only
a few steps behind, and they
arrested Barbara Jackson.

For the 200 prostitutes who
work along John R and
Brush, arrest, like disease, is
an occupational hazard.

BUT THE JOHN began to
complain that the giri had
stolen his money. “I'm a
whore but I'm no thief,” Bar-
bara Jackson shouted, and
she kicked the man.

In spite of the hassle it was
still a routine arrest, a sordid
episode on the fringe of so-
ciety involving two bored
policemen, an indignant pros-
titute and a frightened man
who feared his wife would
read about it in the news-
papers.

But a few minutes later, in
the garage of police head-
quarters, the arrest of Bar-
hara Jackson took on much
larger proportions. For some-
how, with her arms hand-
cuffed behind her and two
policemen alongside, Barbara
Jackson dropped to the pave-
ment and her face slammed
into the grimy cement.

Did a policeman intention-
ally shove her to the pave-
ment?

Or did she lose her balance
and fall while attempting to
kick the john, who minutes
later found the “stolen”
money in his shirt pockel.

. - -

THE TRIAL board said she
fell while tryving to kick the
john. The policeman who ar-
rested her was reprimanded
and transferred to a
desirable assignment because
he falled to *protect” the
prisoner.

Quiz is Called

This interpretation of the
events in the police garage
has not satisfied the Michigan
Civil Rights Commission,
which in the next few months

less

may turn the whole review
board matier into a moot
queslion

The commission, which

conducted s own Investiga-
tion of the case, will prob-
ably heold a public hearing
on the charge that police
brutalized Barbara Jackson
and in dolng so failed to
honor her civil rights.

The commission is also pre-
paring to hold hearings on
some of the 63 other charges
of violations of civil rights
that have been alleged
against Detroit police

“The Civil Rights Commis-
slon wiil function as a public
review board.” (‘umm'-.-‘-';io':—"r
Girardin contendds

- - -

CONFRONTATION
commiasion and the
Department will be
the most significant
in the history of De-
relations.

If the Negro leadership de-
termines the commission is
effective in investigating and
prosecuting . violators of civil
rights, it may withdraw the
demand for a change in the
current review board struc-
ture

THE
of the
Police
ane of
events

trowit race

The commission Is method-
leally preparing for these
cases, which will be followed
with Interest across the coun-
try by law enforcement of-
ficials and ecivil rights lead-
ers.

“It would be presumptious
for the Civil Rights Commis-
sion to tell the Police De-
partment how to do its job,"
said Burton I. Gordin, com-
mission director, “but it is
clear that there is a problem
in Detroit.

“There isn't any question
that there is a deep feeling
within the Negro community
that a double standard is
exercised by some police of-
ficers,"” he continued.

L ] - L]

“HOW MUCH of this is

based on actual fact, nobody, | drug counters

Rev. James Wadsworth
They lead in the Negroes' battle with the police department

including the commission, can
say at this time.

“But some are undeniably
based on fact. Our usual find-
ing of probable cause (which
in effect means substantiation
of charges by the complain-
ant) runs to about one-third
of the cases brought to us,

“The fact that we've gotten
64 complaints is an indication
that this feeling (of distrust
and animosity) Is widely held
in the Negro community. It is
tension-producing and de-
structive to good relations in
our community.

“The commission can be
the most effective machinery
that we've ever had for the
resolution of this problem.”
Gordin continued, “If we can
demonstrate that through the
eommission individual citizens
have an objective and fair
mechanism to remedy these
complaints."

The commission is legally
empowered to hold public
hearings on the charges if a
settlement cannot be worked

out privately between the
complainant and the Police
Department.

L . -
FOLLOWING the public

hearing, the commission rules

he validity of the allega-
tion, and if the finding is
against the policeman an
iz issued to prevent the
nding officer from repeat-

an

order

ng the misconduct

“The commission will be an
escape valve for some of the
tension,” one Negro leader
said, “and it will provide an
impartial hearing for the
complainant. But something
must be done to change the
attitude the average police-
man has toward the Negro
he passes on the street

tyy o

One velteran policeman has
his own answer for that:
“Tell the Negroes to stay the
hell out of so much trouble.”

He threw onto his desk a
copy of the departn
1063 annual report,

:d it to page 33. It con-
data about the number
prosecutions broug by

the department and ti

real breakdown accord
race in.the report.

In 1963 the department
brought prosecution against
36,420 persons. Non-whites
accounted for 23,004

- - -
“AND LOOK at this" he

said, holding up a report on
major ¢rime in Detroit dur-
ing a 24-hour period last
week. “All Negroes. Not one
white, It's like that every
morning. Five Negroes and
one white. Eight Negroes and
two whites,
ADVERTISEMENT

-How To Hold

FALSE TEETH

More Firmly in Place

Do your false teeth annov and em-
barrass by slipping, dropping or wob-
biing when you eat, laugh or talk?

Just sprinkle a little FASTEETH on |

your plates. This alkaline (non-acld)
powder holds false teeth more firmly
and maore comfortably. No gummy,
::}3{;} ggz;t;;‘ ta.s:e] or feeling. Does not
our, cks "plate odor” (dent

breath). Get joday ¢
everywherse,

FPASTEETH today ag |

War of Words Rages On

Rep. John Conyers

“If vou walk a beat and
vou have three blocks where
the kids are hellions and two
blocks where they're not,
what do you do? You lean on
those three blocks because
that's where the trouble is.
It's no different for a whole
city."”

A Negro educator, who has
observed police - community
relations in Detroit closely for
many years, agrees that the
Negro community must show
a greater sense of responsi-
bility, but he also feels the
average policeman needs bet-
ter training.

He has two proposals:

An upgrading of the pres-
ent Police Academy, where
cadets receive a 10-week,
400-hour preparation for po-
lice work. The majority of
this time is spent in learning
the mechanies of police work.
Thirty hours are devoted to
civil rights and human rela-

tions.
. " »

THE EDUCATOR would
like to see the academy as-
soclated with a local univer-
sity, and the school period
lengthened to provide a pro-
grammed education
psychology, Bso-
iology and urban problems.

A continuing edueational

gram for Delroil
The educator said the
should provide the tui-
tion for policemen who want
take college-level
in subjects that will improve
their capabilities as police-
men

coursas AS

promotion grading and pay
scales, so there Is an incen-
tive for furthering one's edu-
cation
The controversy continues,
and so does the problem.
A short lime ago two Ne-
___ADVERTISEMENT

Take
Better
Pictures!

A noted publisher in Chicago re-
ports a simple new technique in
photography designed for the
amateur photographer to let you
take better pictures.

Whether you take your cam-
era along on your vacation, take
snapshots of vour children, enter
amateur photo contests, enjoy
photography as a hobby, these
techniques will enable you to use
your camera to produce better
pictures!

To acquaint you with the
easy-to-follow rules for using
cameras—developing pictures—
mastering photo techniques—
improving home movies —in
short, all phases of amateur pho-

tography, the publishers offer |

full details of their interesting

| self~training miethod in a 16 page

booklet, “Wonderful World of
Amateur Photography”, mailed
free on request. No obligation.
Send to: Photography. 835 Div-
ersey Pkwy., Dept. 9851, Chi-
cago, 111. 60614. Posteard will do.

in such ,

police- |

courses |

This would be tied Into |

—

James Del Rio

gro men and a white woman
were sitting in a car on
Woodward. Two off-duty po-
licemen walked by, and one
of them looked at the trio
and yelled: *nigger lover,
nigger lover.” A fight en-
sued, and now the depart-
ment is involved in what
could be an ugly court case,

On the East Side, police
raided a house where a small
civil rights group was hold-
ing a party. More than 40
persons were arrested, held
for half a day, and then re-
leased without any charges
being brought against them.
Charges of illegal search and
arrest may be brought against
the palice

THESE ACTIONS by inept
or bigoted officers are given
wide coverage in the Negro
press, which in turm gener-
ates resentment throughout
the Negro community. This
in turn undercuts the work
of the conscientious police
officer.

The vicious cycle con-
tinues, and the ominous sil-
ence is filled by distrust and
animosity.
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| BOUND?

Immediate &
Confirmed

Reservations
at the All-New
Loew’s Hotels
& Motor Inns

362-4440

Or See Your Travel Agent

East Side

THE SUMMIT
S1st St. and Lexington Ave.

THE DRAKE
Park Ave. at 56th St.
Home of Shepheard's

West.Side
AMERICANA

of New York
52nd St. and 7th Ave.

Theatrical District

MIDTOWN

MOTOR INN
48th St. and 8th Ave.
FREE Parking

On the Great White Way
CITY SQUIRE

MOTOR INN
51st St. and Broadway

FREE Indoor Parking

5 FLOORS OF
FURNITURE

It's French Provineial all
the wav! Fabrics on sofa
and chairs were never love-
lier! Fruitwood trims and
tables are elegantly carv-
ed. Crvstal lamps and toss
pillowes complete this mar-
velous setting! At Gardner
W hite only.

Live Elegantly for Less . . .

IT'S NEW! A FRENCH RECLINER CHAIR INCLUDED WITH THIS
10-PC. LIVING ROOM AT NO EXTRA CHARGE! SEE IT TODAY!

@ 3 LEATHER-
TOP, GOLD*
TOOLED
TABLES

® 2 GENUINE
CRYSTAL
LAMPS

2 TOSS
PILLOWS

INCLUDED:
& TOP RAIL
SOFA

® RECLINER
LOUNGE
CHAIR

® ACCENT
CHAIR

5607 WEST FORT STREET
4 BLOCKS EAST OF LIVERNOIS
V1 1-3385—DAILY, ¥ AM. fo 9 P.M.

ALL 10 PCS.

REG. 5499
520 DOWN

TO 2 YRS. TO pPaY

OTHER FRENCH PROVINCIAL LIYING ROOM SALE PRICED $349 TO 399§

Glardner White

FURNITURE

DECORATORS TO
HELP YOU
NO CHARGE




