ACTION GROUP - CITIZENS OF DETROIT
S705 woodward ave. detroit,michigan 48202 (313) 872-2828

May, 1969

Once aggip. we are compelled to voice our opposition and outrage at
the policies of the Detroit News. :

Daily, polarization increases and onposition to the Detroit News
Erows . We can only demand that the Detroit News see the intrinsic
eérrors of its policies and if not the error. the economic
enfeasibility of this policy in a long-range perspective.

ThT-D?trOIt News would have us believe that all accusations of racist
B2 lcies anc reporting are hased on myths. But an aware community
Contlnn?s to accuse, and factual evidence continues to support their
accusations.

Although started in 1967. the "Secret Witness" column of the Detroit
News has covered cases phsiiohatohaiiyearts s Wet it never offered a
reward for the apprehension of the killers of Eddie Cook, shot in
1966 on Brush by "nightriders" - nor did it offer rewards for the
Algiers or Rouge Park murderers.

The "Crime in Detroit Streets" column (Crime Blotter) does not cover
the entire metropolitan area. Coverare of the entire metropolitan
area might, in fact. educate racial supremists. It would also he
educational if coverage were given to code enforcement. consumer and
other crimes. As it stands, the Crime Blotter can only inflawe,

rather than inform.

BhiemetroitttiNews does not "tell it like it is.”™ It did not renort on
the Mendelsohm study of Police which received front nage coverage in
the Free Press. 1/2 nagce with charts. It did not report the Vickery
Committee and Tasl Force findings on racism in police recruiting -

only that some memhers of the Task Force had resigned over "stop and

frisk."

It is our community's tragedy that the racially inflammatory policies
of the Detroit News are not limited to the newspaper alone. The same
ownership and policies extend to Channel 4 TV and Radio Station WWJ.
This cros:-media ownership gives the Detroit News a dominant nosition
(perhaps an unlawiul one) with respect to communications in the
Detroit metronolitan area. The tragic effects of this common owner-
ship are substantial enough to warrant official attention: for a
political democracy tbrives only where there is a free, unhindered
exchange of information and ideas. To insure that this exchange - and
ultimafeiy the truth - is made available to the comwmunity it is
imperati-e that we have the broadest snectrum of competition among our
news med.a. The dereliction of duty apd betrayal of public trust by
the communications organs of the Detroit News, and the resulting
incendiai'y atmosphere of fear and hgtred dramat1§a11y Qemonstrates wht
a democr:cy cannot thrive where media concentration exists.
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We call upon citizens who are aware of the extent of the Detroit News'
menace to excercise their rvight. and their moral obligation. to
protest.

The circulation bhoveott of the Detroit News is rapidly gaining
momentum, and its effects are being felt. Advertisers who support

the News with their patronage have heen made aware that their revenues
are, in effect. supportine the policies of the News. These
advertisers will respond to vour expressions of concein.

" We demand:

(1) The removal of the Crime Blotter on the ecrounds that it onlv
reinforces existine racism hecause the general Levialifo feRapa rofe s s o
values reflects the mis-education and mis—information that has
plagued our countrv and our citv. ;

(2) A complete change of policv bv the News, frowm editorials and
headlines to dailv renorting. acknowledging the responsibility of the
Detroit News to the entire community. ;

(3) That the Detroit News cease and desist in aiding and abet?Ing
the political activitv of a potential armed political pamgtve = lin_some
circles known as the Detroit Police Department.

We wish to vou..... R

Peace and Power

Ad Tloec Action Group.
Citizens of Detroit




