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M. Patrick ¥V, Nurply
Comsissloner
Detroit Police Departaent
1300 Beaunbien Street
Detroit, Michigen A8226

Dess Commissioner Marphyt

It is my wnderstanding that the purpose of the monthly police~commmity
relations meetings is to candidly discuss issues conserning the ¢i
snd the police., It would also appear that during these critical times,
police—commmity relatiocns groups would be concerned wvith hearing views
contrary to their owm.

After receiving reports om the Sth Precinct's polise-commmity relaticns
meoting last month, I am left somevhat amamed at the thought of the group
denying a citizen of that meighborhood his comstitutiomal right to de preseant
in a publiec meeting. It is iromic that Mr, Frank Ditto, Direédtor of the Bast
dide Voioce of Independent Detroit, should be barred from a police-commumnity
relations seeting whes his views sre shared by, snd his programs have sppealed
to, a segneni of that ecmmmity,

Vhat Wr., Ditto has to say 49 not as importemt as his right to say it.
In my judgnent, his exclusion is detrimental to commmity eonfidence and has
served to alimate a part of the commmity rather than relate the police sad
the commmity, BHis exclusion may also give impetus to the view that police~
commmity relatioms groups are established to stifle smy immovative astiom
and monitor those organizations seeking some ochange.

mmmmwumxmhpm
Jou might suggest that Inspector Zarcsy mnd the officers of the 5th Precinst
refrain from taking a dominamt role im this perticular issue and allow
w.ugunmmmwmammau.mmu
attend and express opinions ia a public commmity meeting,

Very truly yours,

Thomas J. '.1”. Jdre
Asting Exesutive Directer
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