Pebruary 1, 1973

MEMORANDUM TO: Police-~Community Relations Committee

FROM: FMield Division

SUBJECT Common Council Januery 11, 1973 Hearing on Charges of

Detroit Police Department Violations of Citizen Rights

In Late 1972 two incidents involving officers of the Police Department STRESS
.. Unit resulted in the wounding of five police officers and the death of one

officer. Subsequent to the first shooting incident, which followed officers’
stopping a car to question the occupants, Mark Bethune, John Percy Boyd and
Haywood Brown were publicly named by the Police Department as suspects. A
fourth man, Ivan Q. Williams, was arrested following the second shooting
occurrence (which resulted in the death of one officer 1nvolved in a stake-ou+
of a west side home) on a charge of harboring the three wante

On January 12, 1973, Haywood Brown was captured by Detro "L‘- '

of events whi ch included the firebombing of a Planned Pa.renth offlce a.nd a
pursuitc from the Woodward and Parsons area to the Trum '

where he was apprehended. Since that time the intena:.vé" “ . F
suspects, Bethune and Boyd, has continued.

=

1

follow:.ng the two shoot:l.ngs : charged the po""_['_
illegal arrests, illegal searches, flagrant dlsplay
abuse of citizens. 1 =y

In response to the number of citizen abuse ccmplai,nt«,s
Council, they called a public hearing for the purpose of giving
opportunity to freely expreis their grievanceﬁ, nd to obtain i

from Police Comissn.oner J'o F. chhelé an ‘explanation of



Nearly 30 pecple were able to state their complaints against the police, but
the length of the meeting and the noise of the crowd prevented close adherance

to the agenda,

The principal complainants were: Melba Boyd, sister of John Boyd
John Clore, step~brother of Boyd

Dorothy Clore, mother of Boyd (aunt of Brown )
Sandra Overstreet, a friend of the family
7Zenobia Bramlee, aunt of Ivan Williams

Simon Bramlee, cousin of Williams

These persons were the ones who had some direct ties to the named suspects in
the shootings. They accused the police of numerous incidents of invasions of
their homes, the open and threatening display of weapons, and the physical

sbuse and arrest of members of the family who were completely unconnectec with

the incident.

The reactions of the crowd to these charges became so noisy and tense that
Nadine Brown of the Michigan Chronicle and Councilwoman Erma Henderson took
the rostrum and appeared to be the only ones who could quiet the crowd,

Vhen Commissioner Nichols was called on the respond To some of the complaints,
the crowd became quite angry and noisy. After several attempts to read a
prepared statement, the jeers and shouts from the audience forced him to with-
draw before he was able to finish, (The proposed statement is attached.)

Attorney Kenneth Cockrell also made an appearance on stage carrying a large
cardboard box. He attempted to present the box and 1its contents to the
Council members. When his path on stage was obstructed by police officers

he stated the box contained petitions with 30,000 signatures of people calling
for the abolition of STRESS. '

not present to respond to these further charges.

recorded and investigated. It was also indicated me P
to these problems were under consideration. These plans wel

Tn summing up, Councilman Carl Levin indicated that all
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The Commissioner has designated the Citizen Complaint section (ccs) of the
Department to investigate the charges of police misconduct. CCS Inspector
Alan Bichman refused to state how many men have been assigned to these
investigations or how near to completion they are. He did say that CCS has
received 27 complaints which are all being investigated. Reports on these
investigations have not yet been submitted to the Commissioner, although sone
have been forwarded to the Cormissioner's Advisory Panel. No conclusion has
been reached as to the disposition of any of the complaints. '

The Common Council had requested a report from the Commissioner on the investi=-
gation of the various complaints which had been received. The Cssicaner
is expected to submit that report on February 2, 1973 to the Common Counc:
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