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LAW AND JUSTICE

A Statement of Principle

Over recent years outbreaks of civil disturbance and disorder,
often spontaneous, have signalled the rising distress and allenatnon

of millions of American Negroes.

Across the nation responsible elements of the black and white
communities are moving urgently and with humanity to correct
the circumstances that underlie much of the civil disorder and
threaten the most precious institutions of the nation.

Leadership of private industry, labor, religion and education and
of local government have combined, through the national Urban
Coalition, to fight for massive Federal suport of programs to lift
disadvantaged people out of poverty and despair.

In the cities, support is being marshalled for private assaults on
these problems, including the establishment of effective community

leadership, so that the community of the poor, black and white,

may achieve a full effective participation and self-determination
in actions and decisions affecting them.

[ Here in Detroit large forces are on the move to bring to the
i people of this community a better life, a full measure of respect
i for their human rights and dignity, and genuine equality of
opportunity,

But the problems we seek to cure are severe, ancient and deep-
seated. With maximum effort, they will still require time, much

| patience, and much good will.

. F HH rwalutzon of these problems can be brought abou
| an_atmos Phere in which violence, fear, hatred, prejt
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This response of the community was not a sign of weakness: ;
was a sign of maturity and strength. It RS-

condoning past, or inviting future, lawlessness.

Responsible Americans, black and white, know
can survive only with respect for law.

The society must and will act to protect itself against all forms
of lawlessness, especially those that tend toward anarchy. ‘

Moreover, no valid human rights can be advanced nor deep
human needs fulfilled outside of a system of law. Who violates the

law tramples on the rights of others, and where there is no law,
none can be safe.

B)f the same token, the law cannot stand if it is not justly con-
ceived and justly administered. No human emotion is more painful
or more deeply inflammat
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nds of law: one for the rich, one for the

Ig___ 5

-.'_'f.' e
r . o B , -
Eal ‘, L7 o g ?‘I b
P 0 4 R |
» H \ oy ! ! B
v = £ s, ’lv 5 ,’ ,;! ca ‘ .
- | i vz SR o ey

. N > . - A ¥ by & % ﬁf‘?"‘)"
™ S ¥

.' ‘ ;" . 5 ‘ -
-"'. ’ & .—‘.:"- - i
3 “‘n‘\ e '.';""..' .-";“.r;:\ '
AN R e - 1 Y & : : o
;‘r; ? f.\; h ,:_- 7.,‘ \‘¥ P ‘) ald ’ . "' g 4 v i\ 3 L
all, VIIIC 1UL1l L1110
.‘.M“;K}’, .‘!‘ﬁ‘, § ,-)\ .. .-'-. - SN y - N - 3 .
R
K oAy "}_).\.. :
e 4 S P il o 2
n ™ ',‘l'j.,rl . ""' |%"I
’ : : - i S
7 ' 2‘-.";’,' \l-}'

%
b - 5
-? . s —\', ':? > "‘ . 4 o - o — A - .\ .
‘-;“.J i 4 "I‘ iy o ;:I £ t': N = L . : .
g - ) Lo v o 5
: .f\i o / ' 3R vV /B B ' A . ‘, | | =
- p D 4 - '_:‘_:.;/ _'; g _ r: il ® ’ . : ‘ - ! : ' -
o v AR '
N % .A‘ ..'A _‘! 2
e a8 e ./a' :
3 = ". \:\ g 4 1 ‘

NF

1 rights of all citizens
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s and [
e Equally effective police protection of the pel'tsa(;fon - h&,
erty of all citizens without regard to race or 8

O
For these reasons, New Detroit calls upon all Zttzeze f the
community to reaffirm their commitment to law and jus

e by pursuing social improvement by lawful means with grez a'
vigor;
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e by strengthening the professionalism, morale and capab

of the police authorities, and giving them the same m; ..,
that they are asked to give the community;

by supporting a major assault on violence, crime and ju
[ delinquency;

e by studying, changing as required, and continuously remai O
ing alert to all the processes of justice, court admlmstra  ;;§:'{,%~
and law enforcement to assure effective, cqual, fair aj
sensible treatment of all our people >

New Detroit believes that the a
free of crime and criminalit
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