AD*HCC ACTICN GRGUP*CITIZE: S OF DLTR IT 12 ilovember 1968

831-2440

It woes a wornm day in 1oy, when first, we caome to the steps of
this Institution. We came to exercise cur right to dissent - to
express our concern and to mnke public our committment to Jus-
Ttice and Law and (rder; more specificolly, an end to Police
brutality. It can be said, with justification that we held a
hope~ o faith in our system - our system of Police Protection
and Justice,

Today, in cold liovember- we must announce the naivete of that
hove - that faith, After a 6 month and 11 day delcy; we must
make public our findings on the Poor People's Campaign Inci-
den?,(hereafter referred to as Cobo Hall #1) and the subsecuent
actions or lack of action taken by the Detroit Police Department
end numerous agencies of the City and Federal Government.

When the Poor People's Campaign came to our city - they were
greeted with open arms. After the charge of the White Brigade,
immediate action was promised by the Mayor and the Police De-
partment. Indeced, there was action. Numerrus investisations
vere undertoken; the layor hed one, the Citizens Complaint
Bureau had theirs and the U.S. Attorney's office conducted its
-vm. from all of this "action" came two suspensions, Lt. Sikura
and Sgt. Wright., Neither suspension declt with the central issue
oft Poililce Brutelity ond true to form after much delay - both men
were exonerated.It is interesting to note that Dreyfus went to
Devil's Island and Sikura and Wricht got paid vacations,

It hoas come to our attention thet documents do in fact exist © .
that name offending officers and list some badge numbers. The
lack of acticn, the scseming conspiracy to maintain the status
cuo in Police Community elations raises many cuestions as to
the seriousness of the Detroit Police Department's commitment

to JUSTICE.

The staternents of Iir, Philip Mason and MMr. Sam Dennisg, Field
lepresentetives of the Community Relations Service, United

States Department of Justice are dated the llth and 13th of

June respectively., These statements are in the hands of the U.S .
Attorney's office in Detroit, the Citizen's Complaint Bureau
and the Commission on Community Relations,.We find it deplorable
that so called responsible leaders in our city have had inform-
ticn available to them since June 1968 and have for various

jtical reasons chosen to ignore it.

are real uestions raiséd by the handling of this partieu-
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Lo ils the N ULE. vty o :
s sibbarnoyss Office-

protect and assist? ¥ s-Office- supposed to

g% What does-the Commission on Communiby 2.7 ©%~--

WVho does the Woyne County Prosecutor pro'cou?

All Of_thege questions come to mind after ;= ~pnducled our own
investigation and found the data attached to this statement.

geejof_the AD - HOC ACTICHN GROUP - CITIZENS OF DITRCIT have the
toliowing concerns and commitments which we hope to share with
vommissioner Spreen:

1) We are committed to Local Communi%y Conbrol of the Police
Department by the Citizenry throuch Cherter Amendment or
any other means available to this end. Further that, in
this context of Community Control and as any arm or agency
of Communi‘y Cor’ zol which alone gives it meaning, there
be established a Civilian Review Board.

)
s

That Inspector Ber®sni, the officer in charge of Pollkiicelfon
Cobn Hall T, be suspended and brought before & @iz dlEika
Review Board and a Police Trial Board and criminal prose-
cluibEion .

%) That Lt, William Gerlach be. suspended and brought before

2 Civilian Review Board and o Police Trial Board.

4) Thot Potrolman John Kurtstiener , Badge #2670, be suspended
and brought before a Civilian 'Review Board and a Police
lesirall S Board.

2} Thot positive identificafion be made on Badge #2999 and
that he be held accountcble for his actions on the night
Rofitey 115, 1968.

T COMMISSIONER SPREELN, MAYOR CAVANACH, THE CITIZEUS
BATNT BUREAU, THE U.S. ATTCORNEY'S OFFICE AND THL
ISSICH ON COMMUNITY RELATIONS GIVE AN ACCCUNTING JLQ)
JITIZENS OF DETROIT FOR THE SUPPRESSICN CF INFOR-

d for a Civilian Review Board has been
; by the handling of Cobo Hall T.

gince Cobo Hall I bear out the under-
wn in Law and Order within the Detroit
eitfidiced laniofiCobo Hall TI (the

ace Rally) and the Veters: 3



Gitizeans . we leomaine Bhatw wvhere g nEe PLEeE 1Be (X9 i EEedl
Redress of Grievonce; as is evidenced b7 the outcome of Cobo
Cil b el e e pillome R phelcanicrol the DRPOA holds on the Police
Department. If the Veterins llemoricl Incident specks to the
funadamentalattitude ofches DRPOA and the DROWA; then we are
compelled to »publicly onpose the DPOA ond sue as & commitment
oD rime s importencesitthe centrol of the DPOA,

It is with a great scdness that we come here, today. e of the
AD-HOC ACTION GROUP-CITIZINS OF DEZTRCOIT rge cnswers to cur
cuesticons ond the fulfillment of our c-ncerns and compritments.
e believe in Low cnd Order- BAS,.D ON JUSTICE. Thkis is nowt,
Presentlm the ¢ se in Debtroit. If the Detroit IRoilsiice Depgrtment
dees not see it to their adventage and that of the Community

to deal with Police Brutclity; then they must be rendy to beor
the consccucnces— violence s the meuns cf redress ¢f grievance.

nd in hend
Cn this _
AT e CAVATAGH

We hove made our com-itment to Justice walking he
with Low and Order thr-ugh the stre ts of Detroit.
cold November doy, =WH.T, COM: LSSICILR SPRE L
BBORYOUSINTEND TO DO,




