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The rash of violence and crimina!
assaults which have plagued the De-
troit community for the past several
weeks are matters of degp concern
for the entire community

The unthinking and irreshansible
persons who have committed these

crimes are and should be the ré~

apients of the castigation’ and ¢on-
tempt of all -people who respect the
right of all to be secure in their own
persons and ‘who abhor lawlessness
of.anv kind

however, is no reason why
the communications media of our
town shodld so present the prob-
lem as to panic the entire. com-

Crime:

munity with stories which are:
slanted in such a way as to ag-
grevate community tefisions and
distrust rather than fo contribute
to a social climate’ in which crime
can be reduced.

Obviously identifications of a su-
perficial natire have not reduced ap-
pfeciably ‘the incidenee fof ‘crime in
this or any other major aity. Id fact,
such idemfications It served to
divide the community, bidld up anta-
ponisms and make even more diffs-

cult the overall job of law enforce>~

ment
Anyone with a modicam of in-
telligence, however, recognizes

L}

" enforcemént

that in_the final analysis that law
Wificials have._a re-
sponsibility to solve these crimes
and cannot use as an excuse or a
crffich, the fact that the criminal
had ‘beén identified at some point
as a Negro.

As we view and study some of rhe
sipries that have been written about
th cnmes we are genuinely con-
fu?e?
to tind the criminals and punish
them or drive sharp wedges between
segments of the populatidn

major point, we would con-
tend is that the people who rob
people, - assault them, rob banks,

s to whether the objective s

murder their wives and “molest
children are first' of all criminals.

. They must be handled as such and

thought of as such by all the peo-
rle Racial and ethnic identifica-

ons are beside the poine and any-
one -who ‘insisty on _using thése
idéntifications does the ®ntire com-
munity a disservice.

All Detroiters, except possibly the
cnimumal elements, are against crime,
abhor brutality and.mndemn lgwless
behavior. The hatufe of the social
order demands that those who vio-
late laws, whose preserke is poten-
tially dangerous to others, and who

- 1
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mmunily-Wide Problem

are.not properly ldvultrd must
handled in such a way as to

the entire society, regardiess of\ na-
tionality, color or ethnic group.

Anv other approach' will be Jess
than begging the question as it shifts
responsibility . from  the individual
cnmznal to ethnic groups.



