
TO JUSTIFY GENOCIDE 

Charges P9lice Brutality 
l s Attempt to S· art Riot 

Dnr ton l ttnlcl, IIC'('Ol'dl ng to WAR gln d they rtid not k now 
M t'M, Ga rr e ll , th nt he wo uld I th nt "he· IA th e prc Hldent ol 
retu rn n il po lice recor ds o ! 

1

, th e clu b. Sh e think s t ha t th e 
th r youth s u nd put n s to1> bent Ing m igh t have b <" c n 
lo th e h111·11Rsment. He said mu ch worse It th ey had 
nlso th nt he would have the known . As It wa s , she wus 
or igl nnl squncl car team not se riou sly enough lnj u rc ct 
trnn sfcncd bac k to th e pre - to requi re med ica l att ent ion. 
cln l't , The Flt 1.gcrnld co Un C 11 

By C. C. nOUGl ,A ' 
Cha rges were m nde las t 

wee k nt a 111cetln l( of the 
F ll zge ra ld Com munit y Coun • 
ell that a fnctlon wllhln the 
p o l ice depo rtm e nt , over 
wh ich admini s tr a tor s have 
no ro ntr ol, is att empting to 
prov ok e th e ci ty 's Ne groes to 

p vio lence such a s occurred Inst 
July . 

The all egn lion s were tho se 
o( Mrs . Sa ra h Foley, of the 
Detroit Coun cil of Parent • 
T eacher nss oelatlons , and 
Le on At chi so n, · ndmlnl stra , 
liv e a ss is ta nt to Congre ss• 
m a n John Conyers . 

"Tlwre Is a ('('rtnln dr.nwnt 
In the police department bent 
on starting a new riot," Mld 
At<-hlson, ""o th.at t.hey can 
use their new ,:"llns nnd 
e q II I p m e n t against the 
Negro." 

Mr s. Fol ey went a step 
further in her a ccu sations . 

"It is m y opinion," she 
sa id, " th a t we · are living In 
a quasi -poli te state, over 
which oUi cialdom has no 
control." , 

Maurice Lamar , pre s ident 
of the Po s t Junior High 
sc hool PTA, concurred with 
At chi son and Mrs . Fol ey. 

"Thcr1 • Is a plot on tht! part 
of the pollcl\ departnwnt to 
arouse the clt.y Into a con• 
rrontatlon," he i<ald. "l'ollcc 
auxlliury l:'J'OU~ In the sub • 
urhs arc arming themselves 
In preparation to wipe u~ 
out." 

The m eet ing repr esent ed 
the culmin a ti on of a seri es of 
events da tin g ba ck several 
weeks . The fir s t of th ese 
events wa s the attempt of R 
group of youn gsters In the 
Ch erylawn -Puritan -Ohio area 
to es tabli s h their own youth 

· cent er . Mr s . Ethel Garrett , 
16580 Ohio, at who se home 
the me et ing was held , ex • 
plained . · 

"T hr Inf ernos I the J!l'Ollp 
or youn gs ter s ni:r9 17,181 
wn nl ccl In form !heir ow n in
clepe nclent yo uth cen ter ," s he 
sn lcl, "nnr1 fhry held dnn ces 
lo rul se the m oney. Wh en 
lh"cy wer <' fin a lly ab le to • 
rai se e nough m oney to rent 
a pince, lh e tr ouhl e s tnrted ." 
The trouble she s pok e or w11s 
police hara ss m ent. 

"The police we re !ll'OUnd 
th e plnrc so o!t cn th a t th ey 
fr ight e ned th e own er Info 
brr a ktn g lhc lea se," she ex • 
plnlnecl. "So the kid s were on 
th e stre et a,::a in." 

Th e youn gs ters , Mrs : Ga r
rett co ntinu ed, th en rai sed 
mor e mon ey nnd were going 
to build their own center . · 
Th ey found th ey were unable 
to do th a t, so th ey al'qllil' Cd 
an e xis tin g s tru cture on the 
corn er of Purit a n and Cher
ry lnwn, ren amed it the "In 
fcrn o-bur ,::cr " nnd set about 
re novatin g It fo1· a restnu 
rant . . 

Th ey had hoped that th ey 
would be a ble lo mak e mo • 
ney anrf e m ploy some ot the 
loca l tee n-ag ers . 

Tiu, poll1••• hnras,inwnt eon· 
tl1111rd, a1•<·ordlni;- to i\lrs. 
Garrl'lt, who,ic husband IM 
,Jamrs Gnrrctt, president ot 
the Cotillion cluh. 

Wh e n the yo•mgsters dev • 
elop ed a good relation ship . 
with a radally mixed squad 
ca,· team , the offi ce rs were 
tra ns ferred out of the pr e
cin ct. The new tea m Imm e
diately be gan fo • harass the I 
Inrernos , to which th e Gar • 
rclt 's son, Eric , belongs . 

"The y tth e police! would 
rom e into the building with 
drawn guns and !ri sk the 
boys , and often ille ga lly take 
th e m to the station," said 
Mr s. Garrett . "They used th e 
pret ext of looking for a 'rape 
suspect'." Mrs. Garrett says 
her own i;on wa s picked up 
(our 01 · five time s . i 

Parent s and community 
reprcsenfallves finally de • 
mand ed u meeting with po· 
lice authorities . Present at 

AHc r lh nt, Mrs . Garr ell clo sed 1111 me etin g with plan s 
sn ld, lhlng 11 were bac k to to call thr 111tuatlon to th e 
normal !or about two we e ks. nttentlon o r the peopl e of 
Th en on e o r the teen -ager s th e city , Th ey will ca ll a 
wa ~ pll'k r d up ng a ln without pre ss confer e nce within a 
ll'gal ju s llfl ca fion . A citiz e n's wee k for that purpo se . 
<"omplalnt wa s !llcd by Mr s . One of th<' polntio brought 
Foley, who sa ys she was told out at the mccllni: wn 11 thnt 
by an officer at th e station ca 11ca Huch IUI Ml11s \Vnrr en'11 
that she wa s " the kind of help add to the nihili stic at• 
citizen wh o cau se d the In• tttudes of youn,:- Nrl:'J'Ol'H, 
cr ea sed crime on th e s tr ee ts." Miss Warr en he rse lf , who 

Arter th e compl a int wa s was unable to ld·e ntl!y th e 
riled\ th e ha ra ss me nt began fifficer on the dimly lit cor • 
wi th a new Int ens ity , a ccord · ner, voiced extreme bitter • 
in g fo Mr s . Fol ey, and just ness. 
las t wee k the pr es ident o( "Th a t policeman go t me in 
the Inf e rno s , Gwe ndolyn the da rk ," she sa id , "a nd 
Warren, 17, of 16615 Wa 1;h• WC''ll get th em in the dar k . 
hurn beca me a victim of po• Ja s t wait t ill summer ." Ac• 
lice brutality. cordin g to s ta tem cnt9 m a de 
"I wns walkln,: ,town l\lary • by th e nclult s at th e mee t · 
~ro\'I, about 10::10 l\lnnclny Inf:, th e 11tt itud r. d ispla ye d 
night ufl er a 1111..-etlni;-at the by Miss Wa rren plays ri ght 

Garrett~ ,' h·on1e," ~!ic tclatrd 
"\Vhen I renched the corm ,~ 
of Indlunn, a police cnr p111f('d 
up beslclo mo and one of the 
men Inside . said 'Hey, black 
bitch, wl1erc are you golngT' 
\Vhcn I said 'I'm not your 
mother,' he got out of the 
car and hit me In the sto• 
mnch with his night stick." 

Mlss Wa rr en sa id that she 
th en fell to her knees, where• 
upon the officer voiced a 
thre a t . Miss Warren quoted 
him as saydng 'We're going 
to get you Infernos. If we 
don 't get you this winter 
we' ll get you when summe~ 
com e9. Nobody Is going to 
tell us how to do our jobs 
·' a reference . to the complaint 
fJled against the officers 
earlier)." 

The officers then left her 
on the sidewalk and drove 
away. She said later that she 

int o the hands of con spiring 
polire fac tion s . Th ey arc 
hop ing th a t th eir pr Pss con • 
rcrcncc a nd sub sequ ent acti • 
vllles wlli help ro av ert any 
more violence. 

Whrn lnspt •ctor Bnrtonl 
w11s notifi ed of the Warrrn 

: ens~. ht~ n1adt~ assuranePs that 
· hr would get to the bottom 

of the case. HI' nl110 Haid that 
a!<.•ault and buttery chnrges 
would he lc-,·cled ngnlnst any 
officer lnvolnd In brutality 

· l•ast•s, He 11tntrd ul!'IO that of • 
flcers on th <'ir heal,i would 
be w11khed more clo!lely by 
their s11pervlsor11. 

Barton! did not comment, 
hoW<'\'Cr, when a sked why an 
immediate identifi cati on o! 
the o!ficer s involved wa s not 
poss ible. Apparently he lacks 
a means of knowing the loc• 
nllon o! each pntrol car at 
any given time, even though 
the cars suppo sedly adhere 
to a strict sc hedul e. 

th a t meeting were Atchison, ----.------ -
E'rnest Ma7-ey of the ACLU, 
Stuart House , of Wayne 
County Legal Services ; Mrs. 
Garrett and other pa rents 
and the member s ot the In , 
fcrno s lnvolv ec:1 in the case . 

Th11t lllC'l'tln,:- rt •sulted Iii a 
form11I apology from lnspec• 
tor Rartonl, · supervisor of 
the• to11 nwn 111 the Palmc•r 
P11rk Hild Sd1111•rer 11tatlonH, 
l,leut .. 111mt llt•ncls (Seh11der) 
and lnNJ>ertor Warner (Pal • 
mer Park) . 
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Robert Joseph
would like to find out more about this

Robert Joseph
more on Garrett case in folder

Robert Joseph
limitations of CCB


