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Dear Mr. Mayor:

Enclosed are the departme
received from Mr, Ja o i
Gittleman, 2400 Dav:




DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Date_ February 5, 1969

To: Commissioner

Subject:  INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY OF ALLEGAT
IONS OF POLICE BRU
BY MR. ROBERT GITTLEMAN AT A POLITICAL RALLY ON 1of§§f§§ R

Mr. Gittleman alleges he was severl i
Y beaten, kicked t ed
stepped on and clubbed by no less than six Detroit poliée officér: :ﬁg g
further alleges that most of the officers assembled had any means of
for@al identification in that there were no badges or precinct identifi-
cation numeralse.

On two separate dates the complainant was interviewed by
this'writer regarding this matter. Gittleman received treatment at
Providence Hospital, Southfield, Michigan, for a one inch laceration of
his scalp and a one-half inch laceration to his left leg, contusions to
both elbows and right hip. He was x-rayed, treated and released.

On the first date, Mr. Gittleman reviewed 400 photographs
which included the entire detail assigned to the Wallace rally. He was
unable to make identification of his alleged assailants. On the second
date, Gittleman was afforded the opportunity of viewing Channel 4 TV
News film and was unable to substantiate any Detroit police officer
engaged in an assault upon his person. The only police activity Gittleman
could positively ascertain that involved him was actions by the Wayne
County Road Patrol officers. Mr. Gittleman at the time of the second
interview indicated his satisfaction with our investigation and admitted
the identity of any Detroit police officer allegedly to have been involved
in his complaint to be unidentifiable with the available information and

pictures.

It is to be pointed out that the Channel 4 TV News film on
the Pontchartrain Hotel terrace at the head of the steps, he first is
noted in a prone position and some Detroit police officers did pass him,
none of whom struck any blows. The involvment of the Wayne County Road
Patrol officers shows them bringing him to his feet and sending him on

his waye. v

ofed gr o

 The allegation regarding the removal of badges, while exag-
gerated, ally true as we have documentary evidence of a minority
of officers t badges.

e _ r l.’-..,“u
> %hg;i ck of documentary evidence of agy officer engaged

in an a r. Gittleman, cc d with his inability to identify

any pol
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

DmeFebruary 7, 1969

To: Deputy Superintendent

bject:
iz égxgggﬁgﬁgIXEngggAggLﬁggAggége THE ALLEGATIONS OF MR. JACK NATER
ALITY TO HIS SON g
EVENING OF 10-29-68. (CONCLUSION) b ARG s (R

Complainant alle i
: : ges his son Gary was severly b i
(5) police officers necessitating hospitalytreatment. L i B &

Investigation reveals Gary Nater was admitted to Detroit
geneFal Hospita% (Main) and subsequently taken from that hospital to
rov%dence Hospital, Southfield, Michigan, by his father. He was
examined for a laceration to the scalp and contusion of the left wrist.-
He was x-rayed. Skull proved negative, left thumb fractured. The left
thumb was splinted, scalp sutured, and he was released.

At an interview with Gary Nater and his father, the youth
alleged the police charging into the crowd of demonstrators shouting to
the top of their voices, running over people and Knocking them down and
struck them with their night sticks. That he was forced to jump from
the 12' wall of the Pontchartrain Hotel and upon landing to the sidewalk
below, injured his ankle. That while he was at Detroit General Hospital
an officer, holding a cloth to his eye, swore and kicked at him.

Nater was afforded the opportunity of viewing 400 mug shots
of Detroit police officers in an attempt to identify his alleged assailant.
He refused to avail himself of this opportunity to identify any of his
alleged assailants. He insisted that a Negro officer was nearby at the
time of the incident and was allowed to look at all photographs of Negro
officers assigned to this detail. He failed to identify any one.

We have information from a firefighter, Edward Kuhnlein, who
was assigned that night to guard Fire Department property and observed
the actions of persons assembled in the area. He related to us the story
of a youth who we believe to be Gary Nater. This youth jumped from the
wall of his own volition and limped away from the scene. This youth had
been part of a group of active demonstrators who had been hurling crushed
rock and other mi les from the terrace of the Pontchartrain Hotel at
police officers - other persons assembled on the street below. This
same youth was Ewed to return to the area later in the evening and
join another gr nstrators, actively engaged in the harassment
of police offic uth was subsequently struck by an unidentified
police officer oup refused to leave the area.

We hav in the door-

way of the Fire D
other demonstrat:
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Nater's alle
: gations of
m while at " profane
,dchi wenld relatzetgegrOlt General HospgtzfrgnCeSDand an attgmpt to
ﬁkcal Mobile Unit atrolman Robert Spoo Y a Detroit police
Mﬂ?ace with an irr:t Patrolman Spooner had gig’.Badge #2955, of the
the itant causin d prev
tioning P g severe pain .
;ﬁnggiion ofgthigrz;an sgoo?er, he doespnot iggagimggizggig;ipdne§s.
. . e likewise do : ing in
h €s not bel .
apout the hospital, Patrolman'Spoonar does not sa;:v:ngea¥::m;ilt;ng

in at thi i : p
5:;; littlesvggiggcgiaihtlme’ being completely blind in one eye and havinc
the BRI {nvolved. & € other eye, He further states that if he were

» & would be only too glad to render an apology to

Naters,
or

This complainant is unable to identify facially/by badge
number any Dgtr01t polige officer., He likewise iefuses tg azail gimself
the opportun}ty of looking at mug shots in an effort to identify his
allegeq assailant. With the lack of cooperation on the part of the
comglalnant and.the inability of firefighter Kuhnlein to identify the
offlcer,.there is no way that we can satisfy this complaint. From the
information given us by firefighter Kuhnlein it did appear the officer
who struck Nater did so in the course of police duty when Nater refused

to leave the area upon police orders.

‘ With the available information I am unable to identify the
alleged assailant and therefore cannot sustain the complaint,

»éé;adg,, :ﬁg;;zz'
Gordon Smith

District Inspector
Western District




