Shock, Disappointment,
Community Reaction as *

Board Frees Patrolmen

—_— - —

Suspecf‘S_Jrrenders {Citizenry’
in Slaying of Rival, Deplores
Faces Murder Charge Decision

Bennie Butler, 42, of 2628 E. Forest, surrendered| Prosecutor’s Office -
Thursday in the fatal shooting of his sweetheart's’
estranged husband. " Assailed in 13-Page

: detectives she had been seeing.  Ruli by Piggins
He had been -sought since |, . hand periodically, byt . o«

Feb. 23" following the slaying N
of Jack Wolfolk, 38, of 7358 had also been dating Butler The decision of the De-!

Melrose, in the home of his She said an argument de. troit Poli Trial . Board |
wife, Daisy, 32, of 1367 Brady. | veloped between Butler and which found police officer
The Wolfolk's had Soen her husband when Wolfolk | Robert Lessnau and James

found Butler in his wife's 3 3
séparated for more tham two oo o visit Davis not guilty of conduct

years. unbecoming offi in the.
: : Mrs. Wolfolk said Wolfolk beati of Robert F. Mit-
ur“_ Wolfolk'" told hom):-vd: cut Butler and siace * that chdln‘n of 2081 Virginia
r ey | time, she had lived with But- Plri' "J 18
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A short time later, police greeted with shock, disap-
|said, Wolfolk, armed with a|pointment and concern by

.
knife, returned to his wife's' Detroit's Negrd citizens
L' B’ CO!" home and forced his way in-

this week.

N a side.
ew P'W Afder & hast ‘Sudk odsbunt Ernest Shell, ‘chairman of

the 75-member Citizens Com-

excha of words, ‘Wolfol .
of League | “torw s Wi | misytesiored e deciien
vanced toward Butler ands said: "'! had earnestly |
Mrs. Laurentipe B. Colling,!| Butler is held for ifivest- hoped the 1'1'\-1 :o:‘d would'
a member of the Board #f gation of murder. \| Fecognise the r com-
Education, has been elected ————— munity significance of this
W v unfortunate oeccurrence and F"

resident of the Detroit Urban L
Xp‘euue‘ "IN MISSISSIPPI _Lwoyld ‘make at least an ef-

tord to show its disapproval of e
brutality by police officers.

’ Telegr({ms 7 “However, it appears that IA
‘\ despite, the ebvieus public |
\Deny Race | S35%Nameeris |
more important to protect ade

Fsidnm

M ‘ its members than to correct Micl
K'lllngs s major sere spol in peolice- ‘Ac‘:i
! .. | community relations

WASHINGTON—Sharp and ™

Istrongly -worded denials “It is extremely unfortunate

anin
poured into a Senate subcom.- for Tuture relations this case =0
mittee conducting hearings on |Nas ended in' this wa¥ ‘so far perd

"
civil rights following testi- the police are concerned i

'mony that “.\'qrm- are homg' The Rev. Horsce A. White: bine
murdered “in wholesale lots™ _. ... decision, declared that | pani

in Mississippi “fegardless “of the circum- Bet
The flood of telegrams came Stances, police-community re- h"’\‘
as & result of charges by Gue|lations had been set back by ;:2
Courts, a Negro store owner he decision X
who was wounded in a shoot- - 1
MRS. L. B. COLLINS ing fray in Belzoni, Miss, ARt (e may 8t o pei
3 some time ago, who said (Continued on Page 4) wil
The  announcement WAS bodies of Negroes were often bo
made during the annual meet- | o0 in rivers and lakes _ ’ pe
ing of the League Thursday .,ile others have been shot b ™~
by John C. Dancy, executive ;. phraed daviight Inkctarita Hald Mi



available to it in the hearings
of the complaint of Robert F.|
Mitchell, 2081 Virginia Park, |
is a question to be raised and
considered

: ment that Negro citizens gen- |
g erally are not safe from abuse
by police officers primarily
r. their race and
of
..
W
[

. Bundrant, Mrs. Dotty Baum of New
Conn., and the Rev. C. L. Franklia
nt.—Adamfoto. :

Promoted

pring
the
Drive

-

lice departmient and thé com. |
munity, by attacking the tra-|
ditional hostilities and sus- |
picions that are grounded |
fact and fancy. !

|

“If we should assume as
true all of the facts with refer- |
ence to provocation as related |
by officers Lesnau and Davis, |

juries to Mitchell's head, face,

| eyes, arm and body stand as
| a startling indictment of the !

violence in which the officers
must have engaged. |

“The Commissioner indicated
as much to our delegation that

| waited upon him immedistely

following the incident
t the

could have dene that would
justify sich injuries, even if
he had ‘punched or
one of the officers

“l fear that as a result of
the trial board's action that
great damage has been done to |
the progress ih understanding
between the policd and the
community

_“We shall continue to work
with the department and the
community for the improve-
ment of relations, notwith-
standing our - earnest differ-
Lefice on this score, for such is
fecessary for the fullest reali-
ration of the great potentials
for democratic living in our
town™

The Trial Board which had
been looking Inte the cir- |
cumstances involved In the
beating of Mitchell rendered
its decision on Monday.

In a 13 page document, Po-

liee Commussioner Piggins said: |

“The Board has o litened
Gov. Freeman ll

(Continued frem Page 1) |

amd

Freeman hailed Williams as |

| community

| “Some

concern.

“He continually and re-
peatedly, both In the pre-
cinet station and In the hos-
pital, requested the services

photographer before he
would submit to medical
treatment.

“With

ngrd to the testimony
of Nancy Carol Alexander and
Barbara Marie Jernigan, both
13, the opinion said, “It is un-
fair to ask this Board or any
honest observer to rely on this
type of evidence

“The Policg. Department in
the past three years has con.

scientiously endeavored to
butid good public relations
améng all segments of our

to extend fair
treatment to everyone.

“This Board has acted
fairly and y and has
arrived at conclusions free
from any other Influence
except the influence of the
facts presented at the hear-
g ..."

The document said further
that it appreciated the fact
that Mitchell resented being
searched on the street, because
he was not a criminal and had
not committed a crime

“The officers however did
not know this at the moment

and had no cause to believe '

otherwise,” the opinion said

The Board said it was “hu-
miliating to be searched on the
street” but said this is some-
times necessary and added,
officers have Dbeen
killed by their fallure to do
0"

Serving on the Trial Board
with Commissioner Piggins
were Superintendent  Jack
Harvill ‘and Chief of Detec-
a;'- Marvin G. Lane.

itchell's attorneys said they

still plan to institute civil’ suit
for $25000 damages against
Mitche!l's assailants
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