DETROIT NAACP

Demands
Action on
Brutality

The Detroit Branch
NAACP this week charged
that brutality cases against

- Negro citizens now pending
“have met a “stone wall of
| lndnf!erence" and predicted
’ that & failuré of responsi-
bihty by thé Police Com-
missioner could have “tragic
~ results for the city.”

|
The Rev. James Wads-
worth, president of the De-
troit Bnnch NAACP, in a
report to the community on
police-community relations,
said police brutality without
effective redress leads to
frustration and ‘‘frustration
coupled with decades of in-
justice is the ingredient
poured into the Molotov
cocktail of violence.

“The Detroit Police De-
partment, under the leader-
ship of Commissioner Ray
Girardin {s concocting the
ingredient of this bitter
drink.”

Continuing his statement,
the Rev. Mr. Wadsworth
said, “The NAACP is tully
aware of the fact that the
riots of Harlem, Rochester
and Philadelphia injured
the cause of civil rights.
Vandals, thieves and looters
are not a part of the civil
rights movement.

“Invariably these lawless
elements are put into action
by the anti-civil rights ac-
tions of that handful of sa-
distic officers who disgrace
their uniforms.

“The brutality ecases now
pending here, have met a
stone wall of indifference
and worse within the police
department. The NAACP is
now processing three of
these cases.

" “In the Rembert-Tyson
case Mrs. Ruth’' Rembert,
Donna Tyson, Eugene B, Ty-
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son, Joseph Tysonand Leon-
ard Tyson were tried and
convicted of assault against
poiice officers.

The uninjured police of-
f:ovrs inficited the fuiiow-
s demage on these people:
Miso Rembert suliered a
broxen wriist; Eugene B, 'ly-
son suifered o broken hand;
Leonard  Tyson  receiwved
DUMe. 0Us biutses and lost a
front tovth, and Joseph 1y-
sond, WIose @il WUus Ul oa
sang, nad the stitehes torn
from: his heanng wound by
the pummeilng otlicers.

“Leo Smiith, wnother vic-
timy, ca:ied for police help
“x U resi:l 0l proviems witn
ms lo-year-oid son. When
tae pouce nandceuliea and
beat the boy on the public
Sticel, S luallit. Wds a.ou
atlucked when he tried 1o
smueid his son with his body.
AU SIS weie  lhaue  al
the tine.

“Mr, Smith then filed a
complaint with the police
and got almest immediate
action. Me was arrested tor
assauit and battery against
a police oificer.

“Barbara Jackson, with a
record foraccosting and so-
lieiting, was beaien on we
head with a tlusnigai. Then
her hands were cicled be-
nind her back and she was
Clhrown to the lLiouir by a
. police officer wno Kicked
her in ihe spine and pusned
her face into the concrete,
breaking one tootn and
loosening another.

Her 1face was then
smashed into a brick door
trame and was hoiribly dis-
figured from this inhuman
abuse. She was reteased
without charges.

“She was taken directly
to Commissioner Girardin
and the Mayor's Adminis-
trative Assistant, Mr., Ro-
manotf, by the NAACP
branch president, Mr. Wads-
worth, the Rev,. Charles
Morton, Bruce A Miller,
chairman of the Legal Ked-
~ ress Committee and Eugene

Plowden, branch adminis-

trative assistant.

“We demanded and were
promised she wouid not e
moiested. In spite of that
promise two detectives are
rested her the toilowing
Tuseday, held her ifrom
10:30 am. unul 2 p.m. 1n-
communicado, gquestioned
her in relays and attempted
10 coerce her into saying
others than police officers
had beaten her.

‘It is time our Police
Commissioner stopped pro-
tecting those officers who
disgiace him, their uniforms
and the department. The
funciion of the police de-
pariment is to proiect the
public and not the poiice.

“Reports of the Commun-
ity Relations Bureau of the
Department should be made
directly to the Commission-
er and be open to public
scrutiny and review.

“"Finally, the Commissicner
' should have the courage to
enforce discipline and res-
pect for law and order wiih-
in the police depariment.




