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TO:

FROM:

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Richard V. Marks, lLonnie Saunders DATE May 27, 1969

Robert Holland SUBJECT: Meeting with concerned Black perents
of Finney High School

May 23, 1969, 6300 P.M.
Coneondia Hall, 4105 Sylvester
Present: Mrs. Geraldine Williams, EVSID, Mr. Stanley Webb, Inter-Group Rela-

ticns, Detroit Board of Education, Mr. and Mre. Ronmell Tyner,
Concerned Black Parents, Finney High School, Mr. Frank Ditto, ESVID,
Mr. John L. Davis Jr., Deputy Minister of the Interior, RNA, Mary
Francis Musgrove, ESVID, Mr. Clem Peoples, RNA, Community Patrol
Corps, 24 other Black parents, approximately 100 Black studente
from Finney High School, and Attorney Dave Nissen.

Mrs. opened the meeting with a statement that something
must to te the tense atmosphere at Fimney High School. Mra.
Williams further stated that she believes the education at Finney is better,
but the atmosphere is one of constant teasion. A decision on whether to ask
the Black children to return to this situation alome, or tb ask the Black \
parents to ge with their children must be reached during the meeting. Mrs.
Williams said that consideration must be given to: 1) a freedom school 2)
petitioning of the Detroit Board of Education, for students to receive thier
grades now, instend of waiting until after finuds 3) petitioning of the
Detroit Board ¢f Education for a new high school in their area &) petitione
ing the Detroit Board of Education for Black students not to return to Finney




Wwﬂd that the teachers at Finney have no concern for
students. "The teachers that I have talked with at PTA meeting
left me with the impression that students at Finney differ, that is, Black
vis-a-vis White." "Being Black should not be a eriteria for being denied the
right to learn."
Biack student views:
"The Black teachers at Fimnney don't give us any support they only stand by,
and‘ilc."
/'"ummzmtouymw«ncoboummu@.ummnnw
we had to stay home for two weeks."

"I was almost ren down by a ¢ar on Thursday, I told the police, and they just

looked at me." :

"The police told us,” "you better get the hell out of heve, we czn't hold them
* back any longer."

"There is no meaningful relationship between students or faculty. This pro-
blem is not new to Fimney, everyday it has been building up to this.”

"I want my diploma, but if the decision is that we stay away from Fimney, I
ﬂuwdon‘.”

"The education is not necessarily better at Fimney. The teachers can let
_ you sit there and not learn you anything, or you canm sit out in the halls
” during some classes and no one will bother you."

U The overall consensus of opinions ameng the students was that they will ge
The parents, in general, expressed

back to Finney, but they will not runaway. }
the belief that all students should beturn, but there was a great deal of

indecision on their part. Of special interest to this observer was the

apparent psychological hangeup of the parents, that is, they were forced to
adopt a more militant attitude due to the circumstances surrounding Finney

LM'

Wmmtmmt«mumnmmum 7
FYollowing his arrest on May 22, 1969 Mr. Pecples stated .~

e
that he observed the police bringing in some of the white youths they arrested
on 5/23/69. "Some of the weapons taken were hand gremades, knives, chains,

guns. You better bflieve that they weren't comin' out to Fimney to talk,
Black People. All you parents can send

But, believe you me, somebody's .
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- 1) the aggressor in this instance was a White student

the Board of Bducation should look long and hard at its decisions,

and not be appalled that what ocourred did ccour
. The Detroit Police Department should fully utilize its C.0.P. unite

f}.,..umtmu&mn (see filewcases not opened).

2)

lo¢al policy making authorities should teke a firm committemnt %o
nforce equally” all laws without bowing to community pressures




