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INTERCFFICE MEMORANDUM .

; A To: =  Mr. Nelson
From: Mr. Wilson

} : Subject:- The following information was qbtained during an inter-

E ) . view with three members of the fCitizens Complaint Buread\
2 of the Detroit Police Department, The intexviewees veére '
Inspector Heffernan \who heads the Bureau, ﬁieutenqgi) !
ens) wro 18 e number two man of the Burézu, ard
eginald Turnéay a Negro patrolman and one of the investi-
gator s,

The Citizens Complaint Bureau was established within the De-
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troit Police Department in May, 1961. All of its members are police

officers, The Chief of the Burean is Inspector Hefferman, white.

A LB G
The number two man is/Lieutenant JFekm Oveng,|a wvhite, and the number
three man is|Sergeant Jason, a Negzél There zxe L5 patrolman in-
',__—_.——'-—'—'—‘—.-_———-

vestigators, seven of whom are white, eight of vhom are Negro,
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} ’ The present size of the Bureau staff represents an increase of four

1 : or five people over the pre-July disoxder, '

: ' Bureau Staff. The Buresu Ls primarily an investigatory body, ‘

but it also has some small public relations functions. Its primary

function is to investigate complaints of police misconduct brought

by individuals or semt to the mayor or police commissioner, or referred
to the Bureau by numerous other agencies, such as the Michigan Civil ‘ "
Rights Commission, the NAACP, the Urban League, or any other body.
: In its pudblic reLatioﬂs function, the members of the Bureau spend

[ : a good bit of time talking to community groups and participating in

~ -

meetings at the varicus precinct houses around the city., We were‘ﬂJ?3
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that the public relatioms function has become significant only in the
last year or so in terﬁs of the amount of time devoted to that aspect
of the Bureau's operatiomns.

. When a complaint is received in the Bureau it is assigmed by

one of the supervisory persons to one of the investigators who then

has primary responsibility for gathering all of the facts concerning

that particular complaint. In response to questions, we were advised

that.all of the investigators have- at least ten years of experience
on the police force.

In addition to his own time and talents, the investigator
assigned-to a particular case can call upon other aspects of the
police apparatus to assist him. VWhen the investigation is completed
an objective repoxrt of zll the facts is presented to the supervisory
personnel within the Bureau without any recommendation as to what
sort of comclusion should be reached, baaeé~upoa~%he~£ﬁvesttgationy
and never any recommendation as to what sanction should be imposed

should a finfling of misconduct be made. It is the function of the

three supervisory persomnel to arrive at certain conclusions based

uvpon the factual data presented by the investigator. Once these
conclusions have been made, the file is then transmitted to the
Commissioner of Police, to whom the members of the Citizens Complaint
Bureau report &irect]y. If the conclusions of the supervisory personnel
ML (] ) - » - >
=t that the accused officer is guilty of misconduct, the file is

transmitted to the Commissioner..—&t may contain a recommendation that

action be taken. However, it is mot the practice to recommend to the
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Comdissioner what sort ¢of action should be taken,

i
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The question of the degree of the sanction/ or whether or not . -

any sanction vwill be imposed at all is left solely to the Commissiomer |

of Police. b

- . Each of the intervievees admitted that in many instances they

) felt that the penslties for police-miscerduet—pas—rot—as—stringent L
LB ) ‘ = N A}”’ H

e » as £t ought to be, ‘Eﬁrolman Tuxneatold us that in one case handled oA
- e g

{f E , . _bygim, he had tzkenm up the matter of the sanction imposed with his e

: saperior officers, because he felt that the penalty did not fit the S
ok b - pig 4
F : N ':‘LA +*
o R degree of misconduct. Vhen asked what kind of sancti ons were /7— *%
T gerneyglly im i ievees that the matter el
- -z : ! #
. , “ay . WE &
may be disposed oF ws-{-h a letter of apology to the complainant, or : L
A @’5 k
N i
Lo a Jletter of reprimand vhich vould go into the file of the miscreant (AR

i ik

cofficer, ox transfex out of a particular precinct into another or

in very severe cases, suspension and dischaxge were possibilities,
P -

Hovever, none of the intexviewees could recall many cases in which

the sanction was suspension andj/er discharge.WWe vere told that only

El

4 about ten of the complaints filed resulted in a finding of \
‘ police misconduct, The bulk of the complaints also involved charge A

(N 4
£ .

of wexbal abuse rather than pbysi_cal_abuse. In such cases, we were
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told, that it's quite often a matter of the word of the complainant

agzinst that of the oificer. In such cases, it is apparently the
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feeling of the Bureau that there is an irrecomcilable conflict of

Jﬁﬁi@nﬂv—! "D ’
posi-tiens. This results in « finding in—fever—-of~the-—gsecuaed
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When asked what the black community opinion was of the Bureau,

——

Patrolman Turner told us that probably 80 percent of the people in the

black community had never heard of the Bureau. Of those who werw ONe

2 ANk
awarqg of its existence, he felt that they were generally distrust~

- ful of its credibility because Lt is an integral-part—of-the police
department, We were told that there had been upward of 50 complaint

of police bdrutality filed in the aftermath of the July disorders.

This had'neces31tated an increase in the work load of the investigatory

staff and also the addition of some more investigators.
Prior to the July discrders, we were told that each investigator

13 Sen
carried one or tyo investigations few-a month, This has increased with

‘ increased -

the/number of complaints growing out of the July disorder, Only today
are they starting to clear up some of the riot related complaints.
We were told that the Bureau and the Commissioner is awarE:of the
pressures under Which the officers were working during the July
disorders amd that probably many of the sanctions imposed foxr riot
related misconduct would be lenient except in extreme cases such as
the Algiers incident. (&his, by the way, was not investigated by the

We were told that it would

Bureau but was handled by Homlcide Bureau.

probably be impossible to clear up many of the complaints growing ou

of the riot disorder, because of the fact that there was no way ¥

whieh to identify the police officers involved, since the-complginants
\4&4_ Lipnanrtt s ‘,r "’ft 1y
did-mot-have badge numbers\f “The pollce WOre mno badges_ﬂgﬁ;ﬂg_mﬂai
L% wcheat -u 3 /‘
Nor could they-identify a particular squad carfby “nuober

the Tiot,

or by license plate since both numbers and license plates were taped
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pver during nach of the disordex,
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Vhen asked about this po-licy of the removal of badges, we

were told that this vas done because the identifying imsignia of x

the police officexr made the officers easy prey for smipers., The

- leadership of the Jureau said that it recognized the definite need ‘

oo

RS

to change the image of the police force in the Negro commanity. o

~

Tﬁey' expressed hope for a change in the recruitment policies of the 1

wut

*

-— ~department with the retirement of some of the old line recruiting

PSS
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officers, and their replacement by younger people and some additionAl

Negro recriting oftteers 1= D Pcwgcaw EELAMIDINS ‘ ‘

Inspector Hefferman' staﬁ that E Ekught the imsge of the

‘
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Bureau of the police department was changing somevhat since there :
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had recently been two high level promotions of Wegro officers, and o

{ =)
that the number of officers had dmcreased over the lLast two or three {

e

i

’ years from approxinately L30 to 234, Each of the intervievees N

; admitted that the July disordex had resulted in a serious setback

in relations between the police and the community. Inspector Heffer-

L T I <
= =

nan particularly noted that the attendsnce at meetings between the '

precinct officers, members of his Bureau, and community persons im

1 g Al 3

the precinct houses, had declined after the riot and were only at

-

present starting to pick up again,

Interviever 's Evaluatien, The appointwent for the interviev

.discussed above was made with Patrolmam Reginald Turner, for the

purpose of talking to him alome, However, when members of the |

- team arrived at the offices of the Citizens Complaint Buresu,
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. Patrolman Turner felt compelled, I think, to introduce us to his
" superior officers, When we then moved into a separate room for an
interview, Inspector Heffernan amd Lieutenant Owems, both of whom
are white, accompanied us into the room. TFor the first ;5 or 20
ninates of the interviev Lieutenant Owens answered most of the
.. questions .and did most of the talking. Whenever he haé occasion
to leave the room or InsPectof Heffernan had occasion to leave the
fooh;ybﬁeAalwaﬁs stayed behind so that we never had an opportunity
to talk to Patrolman Turmer as a Negro police officer, ;nd ascertain
. vhat his view of the operation of the Citizens Complaint Bureau was,
Tbere seened to be an obvious effort to prevent Patrolman
Turner from speaking to us in privacy, even though lieutenant Owens
and Inspector Heffernan had been interviewed at an earlier time
during the same day by other members of the Detroit team. They
insisted on sitting in on the later interview which included Patrol-
man Turner, It is the opinion of the interviewers that the Citizens
Complaint Bureau is not very effective. Their findings of mis-

conduct im only ten percent of the cases filed differs drastically

from what the people in the community view as the extent of police

brutality in that c¢ommunity, In addition, theﬂ&itizens Complaint
{

ﬁureau;ijnds itself in the anomalous position of not being trusted

by the black community and also not being trusted b thd Detroit
¥y y g y

Police Officers Association.( While we were in town, there appeared

—

in the newspaper some comment regarding the fact & :

T-M_ Pouce, COUPLINST Rerespurs
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Police Officers Association was unhappy with the Citizens Complaint

« e e

Bureau because the Bureau was sharing its findings with the Department

.

of Justice, the FBI, and the Michigan Civil Rights Commission.
g
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM ,

To: Mr. Wilson

From: (Ursu)+ Dobransiki

Y

Inspector Carl

HefferfanJ|Lt, William Owe

s Citizen Complaint Bureau

Subject: Interview with
and

This unit of the Detroit Police Department is vested with the

: duty of receiving and investigating complaints against police officers. ‘

-

P

Upon conclusion of each investigation, a report is filed directly with :

= oy
g o ot

the commissioner. The bureau had formerly sent its report "up through

L]
5@{:‘“\ ot

| the career officer administrators'", and by -the time it reached the

PRIV PR

commissioner, there was little left of its recommendations. Girardin, )

' ‘ was responsible for the change in procedure. A

N
wmdel i, N s .

This: bureau was described as the most integrated unit in the

Detroit Police Department with nearly a 50-50 split in white and non-

white officers. Hefferman and Owen are white and Jason is a Negro. ii
e <y
|

They are the top permanent officers in the bureau, and a Negro—inspec- 4

tor,‘Georgé Egrgéh was assigned there for temporary duty after the -

Altogether, there are 19 officers assigned to the bureau. In

BRI

hagty
5

riot.

s
£

v

: Y 1966, 119 complaints were received.
19,4 ~date,

Attached to this report are copies of the bureau's report for p

for
! . or 1966 and,the first nine months of 1967. The significance of the

letter codes for disposition are as follows:

(1) U - Unfounded: Allegation is false and not factual,
r

(2) E - Exonerated: Incident complained of occurred, but

was lawful and proper,
N

fouios, conp it piite
T CM2eNs CoMPL

T R (S0 N\,

- Npoit Sustained: Insufficient evidence either to
OBE"
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prove or disapprove the allegation.

(4) S - Sustained: The allegation is supported by sufficient
evidence.

(5) P.S. - Partial Substantiation: Allegation and/or other
violation is evidenced by the investigation.

The 1967 report lists sixty-one complaints against the Detroit
Police Department relating to riot-connected incidents, and these
cases are still open. (A breakdown of the nature of these complaints
was not readily available. However, I have attached a compilation of
complaints received and prepared by Congressman John Conyer's Detroit
office, which does indicate the type of abuse allegedly suffered by the
complainants.

e . .
The ‘Pinterviewees said that the bureau has a good working |

rslifiggéhip_mith the olde¥ Civil Rights groups. Many citizens'

complaints are directed to the bureau by the NAACP, ACLII, and the

Michigan Civil Rights Commission (MCRC). The latter organization

has a working agreement with the bureau, a copy of which is attached

hereto.

Although the bureau purports not to be a "eivil rights" group,

it was estimated that only 5% of the total complaints received are

filed by whites. Prior to the riot, the vast bulk of complaints file

by Negroes related to verbal abuse and discourtesy, and there were
e .

very few incidents of physical abuse.
AR

’ All three of the officers expressed concern over a lack of
support for the bureau's work on the part of the career officers
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. from patrolmen to "third floor" adminstrators. The "Blue Curtain" . d

falls in front of the Citizen Complaint Bureau in the same manner as

it would for a civilian review board. The interviewees were especially

dismayed over the failure of the top career administrators to support

the community relations aspect of the bureau's responsibilities. Their | i

S | g

request for a special section of officers to devote full-time efforts

m
in this area has falled on deaf ears. The bureau xcannot do an ;
: b,

L N
Gy Li 0w

s #d} adequate job in both areas with the small resources made availabl
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Lt. Owen believes that community relations could be improved :

if someone would teach basic law and enforcement to citizens in the

[

PIaNe

schools. People often are ignorant of what police may legitimately

:
N

g do, and this causes unneeded friction. More police officers should

T
5 ;
a4

be available for visits to the schools. | .

K All the interviewees requested that we emphasize the import-

ance of the bureau's work to overcome the negative feelings of top

, police administrators.

Evaluation: Either Inspector Hefferman or Lt. Owen would be
an effective spokesman for the bureau. They are willing to be

ctitical of the top brass.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Wilson

From; Dukes

Subject: Interview withi5£::£;;§;EE:7A Negro Psychologist who is )
extremely militant

As a professional Dr. Brusant feels that it is his duty to
advise the black man to not cooperate with futile aids such as
studies and research projects which this team is on. He notes that
more dollars are spent in this fashion than to remedy the very caﬁses
which create the study, particularly he feels the Negro has always
been victimized by this type tactic. t' i s

e R

the study and the Negro who needs the remedy. The situation will

remain that way if more emphasis is placed on the study than on the
remedy.
He illuminates any deep sense of responsibility or pessimism
toward his profession due to the characteristical research time which
is spent. He of course states that Qhen he truly desires to grant aid
to a person, he in turn looks not too deeply into the cause but to
the aid which is needed. His militancy is directed toward the black
man consolidation into a power or class group or core. To bring pressure
against the society which we live in, he hopes that a strong such core
will eventually control more of the elements of the Negro ghettofEad fﬁ%:
agrees tﬁat armament is necessary for the self-protection of the black
man. In Detroit he feels there will be a v;n1ent_uphggygl_ig_ihs_zgfr |
_reess -
future and wishes dearly that a remedy or a preventive even i@t@!ﬂal,:ft;::::?>

temporar§ or—sueh-sutharization.is placed into effect to prevent such.
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. INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Wilson
From: John J. Ursu

Subject: Interview with]Miss.Janet Cooper,| Case Supervisor, Com~
. pliance Division, Michigan Civil Rights Commission.

Michigam, DEtroit
oooeat, LER Y

The writer was referred to Miss Cooper for statistics relating
to complaints filed with MCRC against members of the Detroit Police

Department., Miss Cooper stated that she noticed a drop in the num-

ber of complaints filed by Negroes against the police in the winter

"and spring before the riot. Also, in prior years (summers), some

. organization would launch a protest drive against the police, but this

had not happened this year.
Miss Cooper gave the following statistics:

(1) Since February 1964 (and to October 12, 1967), 240 complaints

were filed against the Detroit Police Department.

(2) In the same period, eleven have been lodged against the

Grand Rapids police.

(3) MCRC has received 24 riot-conitected complaints against

Detroit police.

(4) No complaints growing out of the riot have been filed against

Grand Rapids police.
P r (Cospenr Ex.A)

(5) See the attached documeneﬂfor state-wide statistics on all

cohplaints up to August 31, 1967. A total of 420 complaints have been

filed against all law enforcement agencies,

(6) Of all the complaints filed against the Detroit Police
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Department, Miss Cooper said that at a minimum there have been 56 dis-

s e

- LR,

missals for lack of evidence, 37 adjustments and five have been with-

sy

L e av e Tas o *
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drawn.

o -

Miss Cooper estimated that 30 percent of total D.,P.D. complaints

N

L e G San w Fa e S ek s ek

involved physical punishment, but that most of those arose at the be-

< W

ginning of the MCRC. An overwhelming percentage of present complaints i ,

grow out of the "stop and frisk' practice, and that non-physical abuse

~-—~—131s-the major.grievance. -

If an investigation shows that there is merit in a given com-
’ . plaint, CRC will try to "adjust" it, This procedure is like a con-

sent settlement where the plaintiff is, if possible, made whole.

‘ The police department has sent official letters of apology, paid medi-

cal or other expenses, and modified existing police procedures to
make them conform with practices which CRC believes to be more con-

sistent with civil rights. However, a cease and desist order has

never been issued against a Detroit policeman and a formal hearing
' has never been held,

Evaluation. I do not believe Miss Cooper can provide any-
thing other than the statistics recorded above. Hence, I see no

need to call her.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
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To: Mr. Nelson

From: Wilson

~

5954 et 3 e bl A

Subject: Report on an interview held with Judge George Crockettiof
the Recorder's Court .

st
- vt

Judge Crockett stated that Recorder's Court in the city of Detroit
g Y

5

ks e v o e

is rather unique in that it has jurisdiction of every criminal offense

e
e i

) from minor traffic violations to exaggeﬁated.felonies. There are 13 | fi
g jydges and they handle an average caseload of 30,000 per year. This, “E é
.of course, creates a very congested docket. p lLé
§ After & brief description 9f the makeup of Recorder's Court, Judge :‘g
f Crockett gave us the following chronology of the administration of jus- E‘é

RV

tice during the riot period. He stated that Egggggggis_ﬂnurt_geaefal1y 1l

! holds Sunday sessions beginning at noon with one judge on duty. On

RSSO W,

o July 23 Judge Leonard had the session starting at noon. By 3 o'clock or

so on Sunday afternoon the first groups of arrestees were being brought -

in. Judge Leonard quickly realized that he would be overwhelmed and he

called Judge Bremnan, who is the executive judge of Recorder's Court, \

i Judge Brennan came down and opened another court and a few hou

in., These three judges managed

i a third judge, Judge Columbo, Was

o ‘ ' to keep the Court functioning until the late hours of Sunday night when
W/

Court was closed. At 9 o'clock on Monday morning when the other judges

came in, a meeting was held at which time the judges who had not been

there onYSunday Weré given an informal briefing by Judge Brennan. He

advised them that the judges in attendance on Sunday had followed a high

T( YSTice, APHIN . 05 1B )Ubews, 01D CASES A’MNU&LL)T./
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bail policy as a means of keeping rioters off the street. Judge Crockett
- termed this an arbitrary and informal decision in that no vote was taken
nor was there any agreement sought or made at the time of the Monday
_,pqu:h down

‘meaning. Also at that meeting the judges were broken/into panels of
three, each panel to work a six-hour shift thereby keeping the court

#
open on a 24-hour basis. On Monday the arrest and booking process began

to break down because of insufficient court staff/an&~cumbersome proce~-

dures and complex paperwork problems. By late Monday detention faciNi-

ties were already starting to be overtaxed and people who were brought

in buses to the Court for booking were kept sitting on buses throughout

the night and most of the following day. Judge Crocket termed the

sanitary conditions deplorable. He mentioned that one portable latrine

had been brought near the courthouse to serve six busloads of men and

women. He also stated that men and women were-crowded in togethexr in

detention facilities and that no privacy of any soxt was afforded,

It is his feeling that the Court has to bear part of the responsi-

bility for the deplorable conditions of the detention facilities be-

C%2E3_EES_biEh£éé;;lpQli£¥_Héﬁ_dixeg:ly_respansible_fox_much_nf_Lhe

us

overcrowding. He advised/that it was his opinion from the outset that

there was no possible justification for setting bondsat $10,000, $15,000
or $25,000 for looting, an offense which carries a maximum penalty of
90 days in jail. He states that he never followed the policy of high
bail o« N
* ( 57‘,,/1- /£.p .
He-advised=thet- he was criticized by many people. beecause he

started releasing arrestees on personal recognizance or at most when
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' they pleaded guilty to some offense he would sentence them to the amount

He pointed out

of time they had already spent on "those damn buses."

to us that Michigan statutory law requires certain factors to be consid-

ered in the setting of bail. This was not done in the cases of people

arrested during the July disorders. It is his opinion that the high bail

policy was not only violative of the law in the way in which it was pur-
J
sued but also showed a "complete disregard for the function of bail." k}
He also stated that the setting of high bail made a mockery of the pre-
t

sumption of innocence which is supposed to prevail in our courts of

.criminal law. He criticizes the Detroit Bar Association for going along

SV

with the high bail policy. He commends the National Lawyers Guild and

the American Civil Liberties Union which raised questions about the

o b3
B g D

policy from the outset.

He stated that through a panel of 400 volunteer lawyers provided

by tbet@étroit Bar Associafzzgland the efforts of three OEO funded legal

services operations within Wayne County, every person who wanted a lawyer

T ey g e e

at the time of his arraignment was afforded one. 4

- /»-
C~He made special note of the fact that the,ggighborhood legal ser-

i
, :Eg;g:;g;ggg;ﬁawyers had done an excellent job.‘q%e were advised that on

Tuesday the executive judge, Judge Brennan, circularized a letter to

all of the judges of Recorder's Court suggesting that they follow the

: policy of allowing all prisoners to be represented by a neighborhood

legal service attorney if the prisoner wished. Judge Crockett states
et

P .
, that he had followed this policy from the time\his first session on the

. bench started on Monday.

-
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In explaining the role of the executive judge, Judge Crockett
stated that he (the executive judge) acts as a spokesman for the Court
but has no authority to fix policy without first submitting same to a

meeting of all judges of Recorder's Court.

On Wednesday fJudge Crocketti wrote t@, with a copy

going to the 11 other judges, denouncing the setting of high bails and

pointing out that the practice was in violation of the constitutional

rights of the individuals and Article VIII of the Michigan Constitution.

Judge Crockett stated that another aspect of the high bail policy

if any prisoner was able to raise the bail or obtain

ol
a bond in the amount of the bail, special interest was given to him.

operated as follows:

Instruction was given by the executive judge to the sheriff and bond

clerk that they were not to accept bond or release a prisomer but to

remand the case to the judge who handled it for a review before final de-

cision was made as to whether or not the prisoner should be released.

anéd-the—bond~accepted, When Judge Crockett became aware of this prac-

tice he read the riot act to the bond clerk and instructed the clerk

to release all prisoners who had been able to raise bond in the amount
!
NC gl €C

set by him without further review by him. Two or three of the other

judges did likewise.
I

Cfggﬂiate Wednesday, Judge Crockett stated, he noticed a retreat

by some of the other judges from the high bail policy but the amounts

e
being set as bail were still excessive, in his opinion. By Thursday we “\\\\~

were advised that the judicial system was completely inundated, as arrests

by that time numbered in the thousands.
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1 Negro community about the treatment of Negro prisoners. Many persons
; ——
; - wWere completely unaccounted for and physical conditions became worse. |
P By this time prisoners were detained at several facilities all over th
‘ state of Michigan and in all sorts of places which were not designed tg

serve as houses of detention.for—prisoners. By Friday the space problep

:

;

%

¢

I B e e !
% had become,critical. The prosecutor by this time was so distressed that (
i . : . . . .

3y

he wanted to be given the authority to release prisoners on his own #n-

i
4 vestigation without referring the matter to the Court for a setting ofd//////f

i . bail. Judge Crockett stated that it was his opinion that the prosecut

was the father of the high bail policy and he had so stated to the

prosecutor in a meeting with him., He told the prosecutor that in his

, opinion the high bail policy was being used primarily because most of
I the prisoners were Negro and that if that were not the reasona, it cer-
P tainly would be viewed as the reason in the black community.

; On Friday the prosecutor stated that he had had time to obtain 1
fingerprint checks on many of the people who were arrested during the
’ early stages of the disorder. snd—it—was-as—te—these-paople-that he -
wanted to be given authority to release-them‘w1thout further reference
to the Court, that—if-he-would-release—these people Zg;?ingerprint .
checks had shown they-had no prior records. It was the opinion of Judge

, Crockett that this sort of authority was not in keeping with the prose- 1

* cutor's function and he opposed the prosecutor's request. However, the

| condition of i ilitd of space was so critical

ongEEigiz_Eng_g,plan;wasayuka;may§ggitransf;rm the fairgrounds into a
1§E§3_25335335555193~93m9*“”A meeting of all judges 6f Recorder's Court
scRTEReD
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| . was convened and Governor Romney, Mayor Cavanaugh and Cyrus Vance at-

™

tended. It was at this meeting that the judges were advised that Gov-

ernor Romney was preparing a proclamation to convert the state fair- . I

grounds into a detention facility. The purpose of this meeting was to

Also '

discuss confinement facilities and the administration of justice.

during this meeting the plan for giving the prosecutor authority to re-

( lease prisoners without reference to Court was discussed. Some judges i
I

P L

‘

apparently were willing to go along with that but Judge Crockett and £

TaE
b o

several others raised strenuous objections. The prosecutor had said i
N E
earlier that if the Court would not go along with him on that, he would i

get the Governor to issue a proclamation giving him that authority. y

after .
| ’ However, mkxkhz discussion in the course of this meeting the Court felt eerded

that the Governor had no authority to give the prosecutor release power, ’

o€,
"
£

bug—that the Court assured Governor Romney, Mayor Cavanaugh and Cyrus

LT i s g

| Vance that they would release 1,000 prisoners by the following day and

there would be no necessity of using the state fairground as a detention .

facility. This represented the first breakthrough in getting prisoners

released from the various places in which they were being detained.

}udge Crockettlalso advised us that it is his opinion that cases

were assigned discriminatorily, to wit, he felt that many of the serious

cases were not assigned to him because it was known in the police de-

partment that he was not following the high bail policy. He could recall

! . . . . . .
‘ only one case coming before him during that entire week in which the

~

/
. or two cases in which the prisoner was accused of being involved in th

T J0STes AP0  NosT chses corFPew
at-22 JUuy

prisoner was accused of being in possession of a firearm and only one e////




-

T O A

“pe onge,
PR

S ey

N amerow

QTN

L, Jushes, AN, oF (Ror) SERm Citheses

e

T g . . - — -

. , B l / )

2]

riot.  Almost all of the cases which came before him during that week

involved curfew violations. In this regard he pointed out that the

job of assigning cases had been taken over by the police department

in the course of that particular week. Other sorts of cases which were

not assigned to{Judge Crockett!included those where charges of police

brutality had been made, sniping cases, arson cases and any other sort

of serious offense. As an example of this sort of assignment system,

Judge Crockett told us that one morning when his session was about to
start his bailiff went to pick up some cases from the assignment clerk.
The clerk advised Judge Crockett's bailiff that he had no cases at that

|
time to assign to Judge Crockett,and when the bailiff noticed that there

was a stack of files sitting there he 9222325 the assignmen; clerk that
he would take those and give them to Judge Crockett, éi;*was told that
those cases were not for Judge_Crockett and that they would make up a
separate batch for him and would send them along.

In commenting 04 police brutalityiboth prior to and during the
Y

disorders, Judge Crockett stated that the instances of physical bruta

had declined in the last two or three years but that there was very ob-

viously a great deal of police brutality during the disturbance in July.

It was his opinion that the brutality was not so much because police

P

officers were anti-Negro but simply that they were anti-citizen.

He

Y
stated that they would crack the head of a white man as readily as they

would that of a Negro.

~

INTERVIEWER'S EVALUATION

Judge George Crockett is a Negro in his last 40's or early 50's.
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¥ : He is/extremely articulate man and very knowledgeable about what goes \
.. 3
i \
% : on in Detroit. He has been a candidate}previous to being elected a ’ g

: judge)for City Council and I think for School Board. 1If any investi-
gation is to be made into the administration of justice during the ,

Detroit disorder, it will be absolutely essential to call Judge

; Crockett as a witness, I think that he could provide the Commission [ S
with valuable information as to what occurred during that hectic week e

aie A gy

in Recorder's Court,
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% INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

{

% To: Mr., Wilson

From: Dobranski b {érie”

Subject: Interview with !Ealker Cisler A Chairman of the Board oit
Edison Company on October 11, 1967 in Detroit, Michigan
m

Mr., Cisler has been one of the most active civic leaders in

the Detroit area for the past twenty years. He is a member of numerous

nat10na1 and local committees, including the ‘Business Advisory Council

o pRehs e
'
H

of the Office of Economic Opportunity, the Detroit Model Cities Pro-
gram, and the Detroit Urban League.

N
Mr. Cisler began the interview by stating that it was not right

‘p":rrv/.u/

}t was one of the most progressive

R LS B T R BT

that Detroit should haveAa riotg

4. "
cities in the country ip—termswefe-its race relations prcgmems. He also

LI -
. denied that the riots that took place in Ju%zzef 1967 were race riotg.
. ’V‘K[F/’VMILJ it +Fhat det‘an? torar Larrad i (,*7 lnt4 w(ff,&mla, PR %

Mueh-of-the looting, he_sald,gwasﬂ*n%egrated and a Mardi Gras-like

: prrn il el
; carwimad spirit prevaded-the-whole atmosphere.

Mr, Cisler had nothing but praise amcgmmds

tthe National Guard and the police department in their handling of

the disturbances. He thémks Detroit has one of the best police forces

T hnrcsios
Mr. Clsler4beéaew2:’that one of the major problems in the
{/w/»,/“;rhj Pre hrel & L*é;
Detroit area is Eﬁaﬁw&f—ﬁebs. Unemployment rate is twesdmbgher among 1
poeocdong e balse,
Prior to the rlots,npheﬁe
. i,u,, toten

no concerted action on the part of th%!gﬂiiness communlty«to alle-
T SN

viate this-unemployment problem.;aﬁ=~—~é¢ﬂvw .«»vcv

/IE3 BUsiNesS : No KTeUpT TO &ND N ONSMPLHig T

in the country.

the Negroes than it is among the whites.
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In discussing reasons for the riot that occurred in Detroit,

oAU,

R

Mr. Cisler pointed to'the break down of the moral fiber of the

B

Gt e ettt
country, iueéeasiné disrespect for law and ordes and an_ianmmuuiuﬁél

o/
militancy of the younger population,

L I

>

P2y !10!:_ 2,
.

Mr. Cisler poimtasdeswt that he remained in the Detroit Edison

building throughout the amﬂégg:;éme of the riot so that he could

e SRR T

Y 4

4

properly be called an eye witness to the disturbances. He also i
s & ﬁ%;n,!/u Iz’fc
----- -~ -that -the Detroit Edison Company was able to get its crews out as
. R O P artev
quitkiyes—paasible, Ne4mnkwms—forced~ﬁo~goqnﬁ%end-Bh @man was per-

N

S

. mitted to go out until Mr, Cisler himself % made a survey of the

area. /;M/( p m;f»w-&.—j mo}wmvf "’L;m ol e/J:u/ i G Jererse %O&Fy'
/

=)

In conclusion, Mr. Cisler said that such disturbances cannot‘*-ivmtﬁbf
: W
happen to Detroit again. They iiiSteaoizleppess It would not be
VS "_,\ . 5 Th
right. Hi ~0~eaf”ﬁa*"l%eﬂenhkw Detroit Committee, of which he is
(/&Mv'ﬂ\-\ greslonf “""J"» 6’" “."t‘*évz'“f* . 54/72, My sl
X a membefgz\The un{aue thing about this committee, Mr~Gisler—says, is

-

L~ mwohmas

that it also has representation from the militant elements of the

&
. g{)‘«- A h.z‘? L’(.n (‘\.»L»s-”\
Negro community.Ier. Cisler saidthre problems are not going to be

solved right away. He also pointed out that no matter how enlightened
the white business leaders are, ythey~must -get-a response from the

other side before any effective measures can be taken."All the good
L o
intentions in the world will be no good, said Mr. Cisler, ié’the

”

other side does not respond.

‘ . Mr, Cisler alee turned over to us a great deal of literature
| ’ <+ T desrten vty '{j{ﬂ Ay ?L{"
i including an inventory of all federal programs newia.the-Detroit—asea

) g ] oty (O T B pttidad e )

anqaénventory of all city programs. He pointed out that a third

b-e- =Rty (MM, CoNcefT oF
. BRENK DowN LAW & ORDER_
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inventory that of state programs operating in the city of Detroit
area is now being prepared. He also gave to us a two volume set of
. DOX’ AJ-'L
an urban study done by Constantinos Doxiaflis, a noted Greek urban
architect, which was cempletedsand funded thremg the
- * - ﬁ . )
Detroit Edison Company(&f&dwjma O g‘%"{“dl“ *{51) /& 4‘4’9

ot sthoctple e b LA P oo 7 T
Peer Dyt Conmilloc L 4l & Mc;; S Bl el

L frte f'ﬂﬁ& rrorlomy C Enhd! (’_) y, /w:j /z#»yf@«éw}/?—»ﬁw
“Qelid e r’ﬁm«;«a?ﬁ;w , & Covelesresd (fﬁ»z?&ﬂ’?f}*%ﬁ ﬂ%ﬁww’ 7 72,
Y/ 't - Nk, - :
&\,«w/w««/ /1‘7#*2 f/;,r-zxq.m 07 tfc’:z;’r"&f 671( ¢ & /?1,@.‘,? /Lz/rw?// /i.m&»»?
v 1S Exit; aﬁ_‘)

Qd?*iwa: :»*“:r'
MZ"’ Lty /}7 ‘< CV"'Z‘# A ; /wa,c.,mwv( b./(.z.vé 72, J:"é/:«/
/ PR >
II’KI ’l;{f’u.&_ 13'[ 3"‘—‘«:»’ 5‘}1« &W‘L) '/'f:."t‘) A n( A“"” ?/""ﬂ\ el wfﬂ"ﬁw- Forrrren
'rw

57 ﬂ%,;/jf— /;w/m7 , A‘\ A+\ My (&J ?qu»—:;,«v PGP il ST a/?c-m’ ’5"‘2{_’0.
7 ! St -"’Zn ! é"‘(«*{r‘ﬁfﬂ'&»‘v\ )
newd /Aff'g"éw» L Chteantn A, Ay a2 ~ _ 7Y

Ha rryrd 0{4,5« 7 e C(’v:c:? 7 fedd llicds o /323;;:? 7t éf.«s;:f' .

s -

L i ¢ e TR ente

RTIE

sty
s o
s

i

S g

S
Yoo




S

s - T.B5.9

o Fht e

am 8 LY
TR LA

e 7 A S R

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

e o A et A

Peoagy

TO: Mr. Wilson

; FROM: pobranski and Ursu)

~

P h petehiatm o i

ﬁ' SUBJECT: Interview with‘Phillip Colestaj Director of the Universit
\ gEj%?2;g5;Lgf__g,go%:;ﬂrhan~Lauﬁgfgigpt. Interviewed on ‘
: Octobér LY, 1967 in Detroit, Michigan. | i

i ulerlon sfploe'd Hord o s
o "“‘”thé‘past’two years the Urban Law Project has received funds

from the Office of Economic Opportunity. It was the first program

o funded in Michigan by OEO. Along with the mobilization of youth f&

e, -
coabas

program in New York City, and the California Rural Legal Services

Organization in California, Detroit's Urban Law Project is one of |

R e T

i the most intimately involved with the problems of the poor. It

b tries to hit all phases of legal services./yinitially, it was thought

AL

o e ey
e

‘ that it would be concerned only with the academic aspect of legal
g Sove Jo #a,

. GA
Co services. The program, however, hasAphangednemphasis‘sin@en /iColesta

e

pointed out that he had been a practicing lawyer extensively engaged [

‘ —.in Civil Rights work. For example, he represented CORE. He origin-

et
ally came in as a consultant to the Urban Law ~fect, and then be-
dearl
camepdirector. Heizkanged the emphasis from a purely academic one ;

to a more activist role.,Cﬁhe project was originally funded to do four N
u

things. The first was to get involved with the community thﬁ@ughf7

* educating them as to their rights and informing them what the law could

4

do for them. The second was curriculum development. In connection

"with this, the Urban Law Project had developed new courses for the

University of Detroit Law School. As examples, Mr. Colesta cited & dotnita. |
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caygrse in welfare law, a esesgsme in landlord-tenant law, a=smmuse in

employee rights {2 not only his rights as against his employer, but g §
concerned with ?zz*relationship with his othé?)employees/and~£ew&he A .%
union, &len_bé;%he federal and state government)—-. These courses, ‘ ,§
said Mr. Colesta, are full ‘pkedged courses and not just seminars. f%

i
He further stated that there has been no problem with student enroll- { i

ment in these courses. Approximately fifteen to twenty-five students -

haﬁemﬁignedmup_for_each_pfAtheseAcq,rses. This may not seem to be
At puinded 7 T foss” o | anbee
a large number, butpy emembolwilat the-school isgsmalls In

P L L A S

U 15 N7

S U PR B TR S R A

connection with curriculum development, the project has also been ,

44z q K
responsible for aiixxhxrw alteringugome of the traditional courses, .

especially those concerned with<Ereditorsléights and geuks,

£y
The third concern of the Urban Law,was to develop a research 3
W v ;
program. Theﬂresearch was to enable x® the project not onlx to pre- 5

fw}})ﬂ&i ’Tu Llé% zi‘mti M N

pare test cases before the court, but also to preparefGegislation. ol

R

Last February in-this..coeraeedtion the é&oject sponsored a state-wide \ e

conference to consider the problems of public housing, open housing,,fvv(
A aT ot
landlord-tenant relations. Attenédémg were social workers, community
action people, policemen and lawyers from all over the state. The, ‘
Broject was able to get both the mayor of Detroit and the Lt. Governor
iﬁ 0”‘&\ -
of the State to come in and speak to the o e. Out of this
conference was formed a ;(aw and Housing Gomnittee consisting of approx-
imately 800 members. This committee has been responsible for the

. 1,
drafting of many bills relating to the housing field. Many of Eh!gﬁwn¢tﬂ'

have received a great deal of bi-partisan support. One of the bills="

actually—was—reportedwont.of committee. ~ihe Tenants' Right Bille-was
et L
0‘1 ! }_,443!'

reported out of the Fuximdiriaxyxemmmikkrz 9udiciary committee,’ She

2 .
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4umge6%~pﬁzzi; were very surprised because is‘was a radical bill in
*ft{ Al va%v“w .
BEure

a complete cﬁange of the law. Baﬁnzzztheufu%%—éegxs%
161/" (j' s ,ﬁ;‘lﬂ@&( 6"«1""» e cntie ng&fz-ép{.l s

the bill was barely defeatedﬂ It received 45 favorable votes out

of a total membershipwof,119*7?

ot YR

t<—"*~The4 ommlttee has ‘also been working very closely with the [wew I

&hf4¢ ﬁ
Detr01t,éomm1ttee. /&he Urban Law Project, whlch nggihas seven lawyers

TRl VA
and one social worker community organizer, h&s.akso;tackled the~ﬁg§;r

o ““‘m_g£~l“w_gg_ﬁg;é;;g_Mighigan,Publig_U;ilityvCommissiogi on behalf of

%i«/w\ Lonpe) Lo
ADC mothers. The udsddsbies were forcing ADC mothers to put
f{l.&b\"\ e

down a larger deposit forputibities thanpother customers because they

were ‘receiving ADC benefits. The company's argument was that a de-

W
posit necessary because the ADC mothers would kmyxzuzh have installed

such luxuries as princess' phones, etc. which they really didn't need.

i
'Company ignored the fact, however, that ‘these women were high pressured

into installing these extras by the telephone company's sales person-

nel. The 5}03ect also discovered that the company did not put 0%? ‘Jf
T bty o

N

any brochure describing the serv1ces avajlable to the customer. e

A thia o M"K /ﬂ?szw'f ctreeola
ere abie—ée-pemsuade the telephone company to put out sush a brochure
*ﬂACu/GnMw

of the services avallablehand the cost of each.

The Urban Law Project has also handled problems resulting from
urban renewal. Mr. Colesta says they have all but stopped urban re-
HRmenact -
newal in Haseramck. Hantranck has very poor relocation policies. It

has no low cost housing or does, it try to insure adequate treatment

: )‘-&\l;t,.a‘ “fz\ :'?‘
for Negroes. Mr. Colesta said thewere also hopeful that &h@?qull
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be able to change the urban renewal plans of the city of Detroit.
0 MW‘CMI/I:\
He-said. the project was—responsibkle=for substantially altering the
city's methods of evicting tenants in puyblic housing. An admin-
- M"

istrative procedure has been setwiip—and—tenanbs—ecan-t—justebe~re-
mguad. The tenant must be given the opportunity to be informed&?i

why he is being evicted and an opportunity to say why he shouldﬁﬁt/*hﬁ‘

Uirheger 2
.be._ He also has the right to ‘nnlegal as&hesanee before the

agency. For additional information on this point, Mr. Colesta

“referred us to an August 10, 1967 column of Rowland Evans and Robert

T
Nova&&ﬁﬁ the Detroit News.
The fourth thing the Urban Law Project was set up to do was }
to provide a clinic where studontpgg law students, could-handle

indigent cases under the supervision of gm0 lawyers. Since November
Lt

1965, the project has handled a-ssssicwad-ef over 2,800, Under
g )
Qe

kétudents to handle certain types

Michigan law it is permissible for
of cases under the supervision of an attorney.

‘ The~U£ban Law Project has received some cooperation from the
Blus Shredery

“Blve-frmell' lawyers. Mr. Colesta was referring to such organizations
as the Detroit Bar Association and the Michigan State Bar. Most of

rilieasny 1 ‘f"‘* 2 /V"/Gcf-? -}‘f%; sre

thedr problems comaﬂfrom individual lawyers. Usually«attorneys who
represent/the other side in cases handled by the Urban Project lawyers.
Their major criticism is not that the Urban Law Project lawyers are

%6#&&7“”)

‘taking business from them, but that they?lostqthe case.
3 3 Wl . 3 3 )
The %ro_]ect is pow mxgaRIxmdRg-owvgaRFeRng incorporating many
citizens groups. For example, they have helped form or are now form-

ing a medical coorerative, and a food cooperative. The ﬁ}oject also

o
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hEE?gt central é&ganization, were arrested for t

T4

TP ¢ -

battled succesgfully, said Mr. Colesta, for a larger pe& participa-
‘fv} m %ﬁ
tio in?the\ del éity's program, whieh-Petrott i85 apptied-for.
The Urban Law Project has a very minimal connection with the
Mt

Negro militants, such as Miédp Henry and Rev. Cleage according to Mr.

)
Colesta, "They like us, I think. But, they don't do much except
scream and yell, They don't want to work for ifle new welfare pro-

M’f’/m&
grams, tenant strikes, and new legislation”.77As an example of ome

/
of-shefcases handled by the Urban Law Project, Mr. Colesta related
(\‘11:"&1% [} U—ﬁf’"“'f” :f} i i
to us the, lkﬂfiﬁ? Street Case Tene mlnlsteri working with the

—————

ané<bkatitery. '+respassing on city property and also for assault

and battery agains:—:é;’;;I;;;‘;;;;;;;;:::;;;:;;;;:;;E§Zfi:izzzng

to_tear down certaj i e ministers

mede Jonla

suggested, however, that the homes be rehabiditated until it was
sugge

k"‘\ ‘;"U'T\\ C"‘vﬁv\ﬂ., TTT————
ti to ceme=~dwwn. The city refused/however)and 300 minis-
—
ters went in, took over the homes/and started rehabilitating and re-
et T —
fu{QEEEEEg them. They staged 24 hour vigils and were  insiwvwmental
T —— e

in getting one family to move in. On _the fi eir vigil, 12 o

the ministers were arrested and charged with assault and battery and
L -

’____————‘\___—___
trespassim®. The Urban Law Project was instrumental in getting the

assault ‘and battery charge dismissed. They lost the trespass#sg case,

but the case is now yp on appeal. Many people in the community say

that this case helped raise tensions before the riot. Tensions, how-

-~

ever, existed long before this,lcb&ﬂ;uj A Mo Colecdy.,

WAL ke mow] .
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©—Mr. Colesta pointed out that the police department, the

\ g i e

-

sheriff's office, the county prosecutor are all located together

R

© R A TR oy,

G e S VU DU

in one building. Immediately behind this building is the gecord-

RS

iy Hidn 8 A %

g e

’ A
ers éourt. The explanation for this is geographical closeness is?mi\-

T L T it

efficiency. Bugy—tebls-examime; vays Mrr—iolestaywith-the~indiv- { !

b3 " ’r ZV:: 1
? idgglgwhwﬁmﬂw-ﬁe%&m%his. But what about the individual, St
- ' t’:’
; o i anetid ot polis
g asked Mr. Colesta, who must face all of this. He goeswhewshe I
(N NS
§ ’ N
k policedwpaxtugat and then is taken one flight up to the prosecutors v
A ] b Ho Ledendrt -
: office for aawarrant. After the warrant is issued)hénis taken wubhght

’
over to the &ecorders Gourt for arraignment. After arraignment, he .
ﬁl—( % ﬁé&x - G SN~ “."‘r&h«e«wfmw .
Phy
[

veh .
is takenyacross the street to jail. ? rgtegldys,..the.dmpressdon v
2 ~” tc,f/t/)y 1,{&&,7’ ~ -
o %ﬁe—é

R Dt e AT

<«

Ao | kB Urntteep il periles, en .

2 fendant. ls.that-thepwarewatbin.coheoks, YAll of this power,
(9__,5 4 bELe able

what chance/lI have, +eovTe knEvEtan regrsbion. The Negro especially

P
ey

D %l
4 op g it Sl

r
lboks‘zt this whole complex of the sheriff, the prosecutor and the

el s
police, etc. as the enemy. It comes as no surprise to Mr. Colesta < .
Mz yrdet, wﬂ / 1;:\’»/(’;/ - ;EL
: that the Mggxo attack®d'the police during a riot, oiats, that the 3
heanrtsy
snipers were exsn firingﬁ at the precinct stations.

o e T

Mr . -Goteste—then.discussed-witheussihe WaymeCoumty: Praserutor's

v te A

offiga~and=itsioperation.
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ik INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

%% To: . Mr. Wilson

ii From: Dobranski and Ursu
% Subject:

Interview with Phillip Colesta, Director, University of
Detroit Urban Law Project, in Detroit, Michigan on October

e e, W

B, 1967
&
§2 _Mr. Colesta then discussed with us the zazre County Prosecutor's
: "
4 Office and its operation. Theqpresent Prosecutor,JEIITIEETC”B?EEES at
: Tk
i - "7 ledst 16oks like he will prosecute police brutality cases#l".@. thinks

they exist. He predecessor, Sam Olson, did nothlng/however. He was a éb?ﬁb

AT
do-nothing guz{aﬁéié&zy. He let others run his office. He;lost a

tremendous amount of Negro support, so in the last election, he made
: ,;bt45¢ h AL pelly o proces.
$ his appeal to the whites, H gt pebut—h&>did-direet

his-appegl to the whites. Mr, Olson d

ot look at police brutality

“cases objectively. One example is thefScott case.\ This case involved

who
the killing of prostitute by a police officer. The officerégad quite

A

a reputation for being uwesy bruta@é was not charged or suspended. He

merely had his gun taken away and/put into a desk job. No criminal
—

action was ever instituted against him. On the undisputed facts alone,

the case was worth at least taklng it to court éthé:m) (Amﬂ c’(“"z‘:

o
Mr. Colesta then éﬁ::;sseéﬁ&:@h-aégthe relationship between the

Mayor's office and the police department. Mr, Colesta said that Mayor
}W-—-

Cavanagh kad some very progressive programs. However, the Mayor's

political strength is based on certain friendships. He therefore can-

“To W Prgoe Greded, b LS
not make certain changes in the police departmen31 Thf_Mayen«de

o
howgaez app01nt!Hubert LockeL a Negro,’fg the number two p031t10n in
S T8h- QoucelMPfLPfi rnCEs| CLAL - ¢ cm:rc K o
w’«# b prted b Certon, Wﬁ/w;'
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the pedkee department. Hubert Locke is very, very outstandin oM.

RN Ltk

A

Colesta hopes that he is appointed as the new ttlice Ggmmissioner. ,

e REGRE €1 YRR

However, Mr. Colesta pointed out that Locke, as the number two man, )

: © could not make any real decisions. For this reason, the militant '

‘ Negroes call him a "do-nothing or Uncle Tom.' But he is not. Locke

! does get a tremendous amount of support from the middle class Negroes.

i ) % /4’/'. 6#((414\ : ¥

Ml d
It would be vegy difficult to get a white man better qualified than

Mr. Locke for the ﬁolice Sommissionerﬁ The militant Negroes, even

o WL

\
though they believe Hubert Locke to be a Tomf feel that he is better

b R A i Al -
~— e S SR e S s 407 st ien ke v 0
%2 3

than any white that might be appointed. Even the police officers . §

. "R LE

Rt

think highly of him. So Locke should get a lot of support from both A3

" B *

, the black and the white communities. He can deal effectively with 11
: ” o
. both. i

e

Ui

L e grg Hoo

P Back in 1962, |George Edwards now: A6th Circuit Court of 3
( e T TTT TR E
!

Appeals was named police ‘commissioner by Mayor Cavanaugh. Edwards W

te—twmmdy BIne.man. In the egiuljesdsames of his appointment, he

believed that the worse problem facing the police department was the

| race Broh}em. As time went on, however, he began to_pay more attention

to corruption and oigigiggd_g;img_in the city of Detriot, He began

to view these as the real problems rather than the race problem and

committed all his time and energies to combatting corruption and

organized crime in Detroit. Mayor Cavanaugh and Commissioner Edwards

) ~—
i differed on this point and grew far apart. There is some spectulation )

~
i

that Cavanaugh had many influential friends’who were involved in the

organized crime. Mr.'ggzesta point;gh;é;ifo%z:er that this is based
| LM% 2 .
VA L 0UCE oMM, Vig e EDWRRD'S, ORERV 122 CRUME™ EWlitAS S
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on rumor. Commissioner Edwards finally went to the United States

Lt RS A L

Sy

[OPRTE Vs

i

Senate before the McClellan committee and began naming names. When

ST

IF

he came back, many groups attacked him including the Italians gm

Desgewit, the American Civil Liberties Union/and Cavanaugh himself,

Rt

FIPASI RPE

A severe antagonism developed between Cavanuagh and Edwards, and as

See ol
Another reason for héou&eaizszzgnd faklng

e
Fiows

G

a result, Edwards left.

the position with the Court of the Sixth Circuit was that he felt he

neede the protectlon of a Jud1c1a1 post.

_qubeliqved his life to be

in danger. Although this sounds silly, Mr. Colesta saidg he himsedf

e o 1 YRR IR

believes it to be true, #

i

e

During his reign, Edwards was responsible for getting rid of

the notorious Byrd brothers) two brutal tough policemen, who were i
= e —.

n "
top dogs in the police department/)

v ot AN AT
¢
George Edward's replacement, Commissioner Girardin, is a nice
t

v
guy. However, he is,a hack, and-s~sery.man-uith-very..closg-ttes~to |
i Fl w"g'%:& shted ?"’Vw/ ]

the.poelicesdepartment ﬂ&any people, not only in Detroit but through-
o

e s kB O

roo Feeltt
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.out the country, say -criiie duSmwODo afore the pollce Cf

,.,m’.«a-@”j L

department should have their hands untied by the Supreme Courtn How- Etmt
s

ever the real problem is not the Supreme Court, but inefficiency and

( corruption on the police forces. '

In Detroit, the ghetto and the organized crime go hand-in-hand.

[N—

‘ : The people behind organized crime run the abortion racketg, the drugs,

the prostltution ot e (ffé . 5/«?'7, bz (//Zf'wwwf, g
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To:
From:

Subject:

Mr. Wilson

Dobranski and Ursu

Interview with Phillip Colesta, Director, Univerity of
Detroit Urban Law Project a. &rlitlec h, 13477

ADuring the first few days of the July 1967 riote, relation-

ships between the Negro community and police department were very

- good. . However, the, patience of the police wore out as the riot grew.

.7 The courtéﬂgave tremendous help to the police department during the

riots. The onty way.-to.dgscribe &giégflhe fﬁgt« Lﬁ

At

the policemen? got tireq,and antagonisms grew

Fe b

V.4

/o

n.

The normal processes that fmmk place in the jails and in the courts

completely broke down. The police were,able to hold the prisoners

longer and beat Yemawp without interference by lawyers and the

"
courts.

The courts suspended constitutional rights during the riot

according to Mr. Colestgjand he can "prove and document it." All

hearings on\Jrits zgd hgbeas corpus were adjourned/

a nded

Bonds were very, very high., Mr. Colesta said he has the figures

to prove this. For exampli’a curfew violator would have a bond of

$10,000 imposed upon him. MewGolesta-said thet-htend-hiswpeople

iy the=Urbsa—lew.Projact-iaterviened-over=twelve-fmmmired-prisotiers

. S
atLha=deeksengpsibeon, Mr, Colesta said thetzhe-has the s;aiaamac@4§
Smajm pn Iricitren. jbbrbv:?"/‘(d a«'{,ﬁ;h@“w 2% dm—«.f&j-‘o:b m %'{\I /Unrcw—'{*v
availablewan-alleof-this-amd—that-they-witl~beavatlab e to—therm.
] & bty A Hu Crvmansnsy WP teginedle

comm%@shmydxl&ﬁuﬁ;jklnformation is new being run through a computer

&

during—ﬁhem@§9ﬁ§}“JL; fl
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. and will appear in a special issue of the Urban Law Journal. The
materi ; ady-iitmaboutrtio~oEmbbiaeuoaks pmand<hecuiibl-be.,
V2 Q‘&z}@- &ﬁ;g
He gave me examples esp~

goie of the preliminary information they have #EiE&dy obtained. To

prove that the bond level during the riots was very high, Mr. Colesta

cited the following statistics: Out of 538 céses which he has
. Wg{&*‘“‘
examined, 56 or 10% had a bond of $1,000 imposed. 110_,received bonds

e ,-""-hllj

of $5,000. 219 or 40/°,\rece1(1ed $10,000 bonds. Thus, yousennwpesthat

more than one half received b o) . The questions

basemes, of course, said Mr, Colesta, is whether they were deserving
’ ’ % T +'n? L-vve&wmr‘-r e, e /’b?x—fyh"""“ﬂ%i?}"'
griansy lower bonds than‘\t:b;_—s He"thmwei%edwstatrs{m®~onm P -/
M?%”‘”#W’L"" /Qg '64 /7/;0}¢(/-q7 /»‘,.,'&j‘)f}z._\ /mwu)am /»sl//rw‘}{{tu( . ,ee,m,,&"?ﬂ;#
-ofthe.people. arrested., &f thﬁu@vsm‘@' 538 cases, 687% w

between the ages of 16 to 3(3/ 439 cf=giTmme were married).\l 78% b
Hhorna. prrmicd ({-4453?
these pgonde had 0 to 3 children. 44%,(lived at their present

addresses from 1 to 3 years. Only 167 had less than one year at

their present residence. g=_

—
He-then related some employment—sTIeistieo-temus. - Out o dsézwvf[& 7

609 peopleI 827 were emiloied,(é’ne-third of thés/sz% were employed
nd 4L

by the automobile companies in Detroit). 19%,\ha'd been employed less

T

th&ne year at their particular job. 597 had been employed from

1 to 3 years at theirt:nresent job., Out of a sample of 450 people,

about 407%, ZOOpihad L prior arrest. About 607% of 450 had no prior

L ket
A7
‘c/:gg&ct‘igns. About 20% of thés—semesmember had been arrested, but

never convicted. 7/‘Mr Colesta then cited to us some examples of "the
#&,@mv;s’«:.wf @‘/ 41%77‘4\14»,4,,& JMM
bond practices of the individual judges.n 3.3 ercent of t 7 ek
P ] LN P W/ -
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before Judge Crockett received a bond a $10, 000._“Eortywpereent

[ S -

befomemésmoleett received a bond of $1,000., Eighty-three percent of
Mo

. these cases examined that came before Judge A received a bond of

, ool &
$10,000. JugesBy 80% of those A T i received $5,000

PR

to $10,000 bond. Judge C imposed a $10,000 bond on 48% of those |
before him, a $25,000 bond on 33% of the people before him, and a

$1,000,—met aedy on 0% of the people who came before him. Judge D,

a woman, 1mposed bonds of $5,000 to $10,000 on 91% of the pnople who

T Y )

. appeared before her.
41’9»1...» ‘,1’ A w‘-.— (f-{’z M ﬂ;z‘d"p?,&,
Mr Colesta sald that it must also be pointed out that the

P,

sheriff was not acceptlng bonds even if the bond was already ordered
{im-“\"f‘ TL«\. Shess. ’f}%f Fost b, i G’b*‘\&%qlwg‘f

vrrnd, 4 ¢
and could be met, He.sa;d»he-was far-bebiad in.his.clesving . . .

—

as a resu1t~peop1e would spend an additional two days in jail after
their bond had been ordered and they had offered to pay it.ml* 7l°—f'~
was a conscious deliberate dec151on on the part of the judiciary to

) “Thin du/x& . /rzd s :
keep the rioters off -the street, H&u&g@gh the United States Supreme ;

Court has already said that bond cannot be used to keep people off
¢ ‘”-14,
the streets. A®sog- the Michigan constitution provides bail as a

matter of rlght Gehrsz?eiﬁﬁmaﬁpéﬁ? &ng«eﬁg&eé«a@w@eno&ﬁﬂ@—&he
I u,,{,r«z"zﬁ»n (va ,

=ANUCh1gan statu e41nstructs the Judge

S
to look fer the following things in setting the amount of bond,
[y

regaiddzedhe. the severity of the crime,.prior record of the accused,,/»4£7 )

and <hings relating tENTE Tt o

LyepeeeBiiomos that

will insure his reappearance, such as length of employment, marital
174
status, things of this nature., Mr. Colesta said that there is no

b=y
.
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z doubt that things’could have been done differently .than they were Z :
Be ’ -7. “
§ during the riots. The actions of Judge Crockeft proved this. These §
é * &EZZM'V)’}? v!
i people who were arrested, even the looters, were not going to do &t g
; s-/o-od:z, X
o ggain once they were released. They realized the stupidity of their .
N . ;
{ actions, and would have returned peacefully to their homes.
; - Lol | g
é We, here at the Urban Law Project,pblasted the actions of the { -
% Judges during the riotssa ereoefTT e (o 7‘1»@ /‘W, ) b
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

8 To: Mr. Nelson

From: Mr. Wilson

-

oty

Subject: Report on attendance of the Citizens City-wide Action
Committee, by certain team members on Thursday, October 12,
1967. - |

' . ~—aThe )
The [Citizens City-wide Action Committefjéopularly known as

, CCAC, is a broadlﬁﬂbased black organization in the city of Detroit,

which at present is the principa%i§/€ﬁgyéolitical arm of the

list Movement.| The chairman of CCAC is the

aigm
Reverend Albert -Claygué, minister of the Central United Church of

Christ, aﬁﬁi}he principal officers and comm ittee chairm%n of CCAC

2y?
are members of Reverend Clayéue's church. This organization was

formed after the July disorder and has been holding meetings on a

bi-weekly basis in various sections of the city of Detroit in order

L

to ralley smpmx support. The meeting attended by four members of

, the Detroit team on October 12, was the fifth in a series of meetings

<t
around the city of Detroit. The meeting was convened approximately

J;rdﬁhﬁ 8:30 on Thursday evening at the Southwest Baptisf Chruch.
There were between 250 and 300 members and guest in attendance,at=tle-

/V!{ 4/(/ [ JR% S
éé?ﬁdg/' Reverend Claygue, the chairman of CCAC pre51deQ/ and delivered—

f Y)pese A £ 2t &
the principal adgress. In his address he outlined the phllosophy of
Ay I-E.»x e

CCAC,.,thTa’t*phﬁUs‘oﬁly* i basildal Ty 'unity of the black community

and black control of that community as a result of the transfer of

power from the white power structure. An appeal was made to all persons

P e o Am tenns oo gen e =~ v me e+ s o I - -
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present to join the Citizens City-%éde Action Committee and to take
an active part in one of the more than 12 committees which have

‘ﬁizéga;/been set up to focus on particular problems that are facing
the emerging black'nétion. These committees will deal with housing,

(g
labor, employment, finances, redevelopment, communication‘etc.zﬁgﬁﬁg

;';’
éattached hereto and marked CCAC-£xhibit A, a document a’ﬂgémrsé

people to join CCAC and participate in one of the committees;ﬁiﬁéﬂ/’

-

i omfiftteesafe listed on that document. There is also
4 membership
_attached/envelope, which is marked CCAC-Exhibit B.)

The theme constantly reiterated by Reverend Claygue and other

M
speakers was black idenity, black unity and prepardness of the trans-

fer of power to the black community from the white power structure.

/-
While there was no talk of 'violence by any of the speakers, it was

, be-
evident that violence was not considered}as an unaccepted means of
attempting to solve the problems of the black community. Many of th
.

militants in the audience wore 50mm machine gun bullets attached to

leather thongs around their necks as pendents, we were told by one of

the black nationalist that these are the new "devil-chasers'. <§

more complete acceunt of th%%hilosophy of CCAC is given in the ExEERx

excerpts from an explanatory report written by Reverend Claygue, on

-

September 27, 1967, this report is attached as CCAC-Exhibit C.
N f/
One should also see an art1c1e "Detroit, Blrth of a Nation", which is

) I‘] Aey l'/f 34«9 A W’CA .ﬁ(/\.rmtff W,l
e

a@gd/attached to uﬁ&%&éﬁJreport and mark "ehu#EEﬁéervreﬁﬁ" Exhibit A.
A

WT\ L 0esN, — MILTANTS - ChgE  PIHL .
ff&lﬁv\ V. ORBEN. MirpaNTs . NBW " DeyiL-Cimser” %NWWWS

v

e e
«

.
SENE RNAPREA
e e




&x
3
Ey

sk s st et

| a
i < ;
‘? N S@ =
wg.il ﬁ :‘

1

o ) CCAC claims as its membership the entire black community, whether the .

iy individual black man has actively joined the organization or not.

‘ ‘i . The organization is not open to whites and whites are not allowed to

; ‘fi W
‘ attend meetings of that organization. It should be noted however,xxkt

that the organization is not made up completely of black militants,

a g -
B T U

PRNEAAN

T 777 although black militants km® hold most of the positions of leadership . ;;f
t 1o, i hapt the NAACP C
he zaé}gﬁ/ The gres1dent of the local chapter of the .

is a member and a committee chairman of CCAC, and there are represent- e

Ll

atives of other moderate, middle—of-the-road black organizations

,

i e

!J
: ;igﬁé%ﬁyﬁﬁﬁj in the membership and as committee chairman in CCAC.
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INTERDFFICE MEMORAND UM . :

_To: Mr. Nelson

From: Mr. Wilson
o - '

Subject: Attendance of certain team members at a regular Sunday ser-— ol
?ice at Central United Church of Christ.

On Sunday, October 15, 1967 three members of the Detroit team ‘ f ‘lﬂ

attended morining services at the Central United Church 'of Christ, C

home of the Black Christian Nationalistlyovement. Reverend izli

’ |
//(Ag/ £~ P
Albert B. Claygde is the minister at this church. When we arrived R

RIS S EHCC W

at approximately 11:30 a.m. there were no more than 100 worshiéérs (

770
4

present in the church. By the end of the service the sanctuary wasl

-
T b gt 22

o

B s o AL L I

filled(to capacity with approximately 600 persons. There was also

. 4’79 ! . -
an unknown .number of persons seated in the balcony. Reverend Claygue

&
b
delivered the sermon. His theme was Aé%lerance of One's Black ' o

b m r a I P o
* Brothers and the Missionary Role of All Black Men to Educate All 7

-
L

,Members of the Community about the Importance of/Black,Cantrol

, 7. ac ’

! of the Biéck/Cémmunity's Eegonomic, Social and Political,l&fe .
/ I

Y Fon vie Tl BEE

\
Lt S,

the close of the service a lengthy appeal was made to non{ﬁémbers

to join the church. In response more than a dozen persons came for-

e
Pt

ik, B

: ward and were accepted into membership. The team members were told

: that the membership of the church has been increasing gfai—ghgggmanal
‘ —_—
to !

s

st

B
t
g eupgens

rate since the July discorders. After the services we were able
W .

obtain a copy of an extremely comprehensive article which explains

ager T
S e T
Y
T

Vg

the background philosophy and goals of the Black Christian Nationalist
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titled "Detroit

It is en
ices~exhibit A.
7z

= o
L4

and its political arm the Citizens City-wide Action Committee.

The copy of that article is attached hereto.
versus the Nation", and is labeled &hurch serv
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

B L R

wolily:

v vt B i

To: Mr. Nelson

e

3
¢ From: Wilson :
B Subject: Interview with Attorney E enry Cleag‘ ’ o
[ . 2 - :‘ |§
“r |

"

Mr. Cleague is in charge of the misdemeanor office of the neigh-

o

borhood legal service centers. He is also the brother of the Rev. Al- ;?

of 7
bert Cleague. Our purpose in interviewing Mr. Cleague was to obtain his ‘

views on the administration of justice during the disorders.
e
At the outset Mr. Cleague told us that during the disorder "the

courts and the police were all busy breaking the law." He made specific -

reference to the policy of some judges of the Recorder's Court of setting

. excessively high bail solely for the purpose of keeping people off the .

e
VR A S e S <. PR
o w“’*»%\.ﬂmgmk‘» Poen el

T e AT LR | NSNS TS TGS e e e o PR TR

street. He also commented on the suspension of the writﬁ of habeas cor-
pus and the suspension of all eivil and constitutional rightg,accom- | ﬁ

panied by untrammelled police‘brutality in the detention facilities. . i

He lamented the complete breakdown of the judicial system, not only\in
terms of the illegal policies and practices which were tolerated and
condoned during the disorder, but also the complete physical breakdown.

He stated that many files were missing, the polic e had no records which

would indicate where and what prisoners were being detained, and

cumbersome booking and arraignment procedures were magnified by the

' ‘amount of paper work involved.

<P
' ' Mr. Cleague was adamantly opposed to the practice of setting

Arnbone
high bail. He blames this practice for n&uﬂ{ of the ills which clogged

the system. He cited 1nstances of ;he legal apparatus being in guch a
Brea ledown g/ udica ( Sa%‘k‘evu gxso'. L Leg m»ssm%)
T ho Prisoner veccmﬂo ' .
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sﬁate of confusion that the police were calling his office to find out

vwhether or not they knew where alleged prisoners were being held. He

told us that no investigations were being made into a defendant's back-
ml:cc‘.:.ﬂ‘w

ground and financial status which is required under Betreit law in the

setting of bail. Instead, bail was simply being set at figures intended

to keep all prisoners incarcerated. We were told that baili,for mis-

— ~——————demeanors were being set at $5,000 and $10,000 and up. He also men-

tioned the fact that if a bond could be posted it would not be honored.

Mr. Clé:;ue commended Judge George Crockett for his unwillingness to go
along W}th the high bail policy. He told us that Crockett was the one
judge in Recorder's Court who did not consider himself a member of the |
police department. He also advised us that a group of lawyers is cur-
rently meeting in Detroit for the purpose of considering the filing of
a law suit against the judges of Recorder's Court for engaging in a
conspiracy to deny to persons their constitutional and civil rights

during the disorder. .

. o D(nw
<§&. Cleégue told us that John Dere of the Civil Rights Division

of the Department of Justice had attempted to dissuadgqusm filing such

e
a law suit. While he condemned police brutality, Mr. Cleague stated

. -

that he was much more distressed by the court's actions during the

-

disorder since the court had a responsibility to assure justice even

more so in wﬁat was described as "emergency conditioms." He contends
"7 77 " that unless martial law has been declared, which was not the case,

civil law remaiﬁé&, and if there was no law then there was nothing.

qrIt was his opinion that the high level of frustration in the black
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q %@ 3 . comnunity which was the impetus for the disorders was heightened by the K }
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ggj/ injustices perpetrated by the courts. A
¢
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Cﬁ;r;xplained that the black community felt that one of the only '

channels open to is for possible redress of grievances was the eourt.

w

|

; ‘ Now that these people have suffered at the hands of the court, they feel
‘[ e ¢

|

|

| y
that they have absolutely no legal channels for redress. He feels that ‘ o

this must inevitably lead to further violence and disorder.

| i
We turned to a discussion of the conditions in detention facili- }

.
D ST bSO
:
ks

ties and Mr. Cleage admitted that he had not visited any of the deten-

g - e

v

tion facilities during the disorders since he was charged with adminis-

o b

Sty

aad SR 4y 3 g ey

tering the operations of the attorneys in his office along with attorneys

PR

T g

from several other legal services programs.

.

However, he stated that he

had net obtained reports from many of his staff members and other law-

§ ‘ ,‘f ‘
yers as to conditions inside the detention facilities. He was told -

| :
that these conditions were deplorable, completely lacking in any sort 1

o of adequate sanitation facilities or in food or places to sleep. He told

us that he received the following information from a minister who

dea i,

St et

|
. allegedly observed the incident: A

J T A T IR SRS

<A truck which had been used for transporting prisoners to police

o e L e B

R
v, bl

headquarters pulled ﬁp with a load of women.

This was a flat bed
truck with sideboards.

The policemen told the women to jump from the

rear end of the truck. One woman told a police officer that she was( @[)’/‘16/@

pregnant but he told her to jump anyway. She did mis-
. -

carriage on the sidewalk.

She was then dragged into the police sta-

.M-rJ}Leage-sbated-that-éuprng-the-dbsopdss4@3LLG@
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detainment-reeerés-haé-beeeme-se-leuseé-up—EhaE-mhny-ef-his-atteraeys

. and-staff-members-were-kept-busy~

T

(

«iﬁu Cleage told us that the police arrest and detainment records had

become so fouled up during the disorder that many of his attorneys

R Joiac -

were kept busy not only trying to provide free legal service but also

T

undertaking a number of investigations for missing persons. After it

i

became publicly known that they were doing this, Mr. Cleage states that

his office received from 1500 to 2000 calls during the first week ana

up to 1700 calls during the second week from persons asking them to

investigate as to the whereabouts of their relatives or friends.

, When asked about the current state of relations in the city of

b

t, Mr. Cleage stated that the July disorders were certainly the

fiyst of many more to come. He stated that the middle class Negrg,being

ell aware of injustices perpetrated on the Negro communitgfis beginning

more and more to identify with the militant movement. Cleage felt that

the black nationalist movement was gaining support from all segments

of the black community "like a snowball rolling down hill." Mr. Cleage

credits the July riots with speeding up the process—of Negro self-

jdentification and unity by many, many years. He contended that it has

developed in the Negro who has been brainwashed to accept his current

| % station in life ang almost total psychological separation from the

B A meh -* Hile
syétem and its mores. In its most-medern form the separation is mani-

fested by the fact that the black man no lorger fears the white man.

In its most violent form this separation from the system and its mores

oz

is manifested by the attitude of many Negroes that killing a white man

oC \D*\x} 5&15 2 .
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is no longer immoral. Mr. Cleage compared the 1943 race riots with the
==

i

1967 disorder to illustrate his point that the Negro is building up an

MM‘T;: [T highop G SACTREC AFSSMGIESE ST

immunity to repressive techniques. He stated that in 1943 the tactics

police forces used to quell the disorders were awesome. In 1967 they

ve
were still impressive but not frightening and next time they will be

o e

<,

oo
wvar e ead

C e ek s

FOTEN

even less impressive and less frightening.

We asked Mr. Cleage whether the black community seems to be making

LT

e s o AT

C LAY

any connection between conditions in the ghetto and the expense of the

PR

war in Vietnam. He responded that the general attitude seemed to be

- e

"what in hell are we doing over there when we have so many problems

. .
| here?" He contended thatﬂtlack men aze now beginning to question the
{ ~ R

validity of spending his tax dollar in order to free an oppressed people

halfway around the world when he faces almost the same kind of oppres-

ion and exploitation by the white merchant halfway down the block.
C T‘/##ﬁfﬂl\/ T \
He told us that membership in his brother's church had increased markedly

since the July disorder and that it continues to increase with each

succeeding week. Mr. Cleage stated that he7along with many others,is
hopeful that the black community can in large part become unified. If
this happens, it is his feeling that the white power structure will
have to transfer part of its power or risk complete destruc tion of this

country as we know it today.

INTERVIEWER'S EVALUATION

Henry Cleage is a Negro attorney appearing to be in his early

50's. He is not as outspoken a black militant as his brother, Rev.

Albert Cleagey however, he is in complete agreement with the aims of
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going on

He has good contacts within the
within the movement, although as stated earlier he is not as active in

black militant community and seems knowledgeable about what is
the movement as is his brother.

Cleage's (his brother's) movement.
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The following notes are based on an interview with g Reverend

O/LAAN
Albert B. Calygue, mlnlster of the Central United Church of Christ.

v enge-
Reverend is one of the leading spokesmen in Detroit of the

black nationalist movement. It should be noted at the onset that

Reverend Ca%yg’é seem/égnewhat reluctant to grant us an interview, atmt

Arlle Un e Prre PR an TEX arten’
ﬁéen‘he did seditwads#Eth- his body- guard 1n attendance, be=a#;;

volunteered no information;when asked a question,ﬁ%%’would answer in

yes or no terms if possible. With this sort of background one can

becurly

understand the .g£aFity of the interview which lasted no more than { ”~“7§ir
Jree M~z P e P sl TS
bru ta11ty

20 minutes. When asked about the police was only i

. L
one of many complaints, that there was no ré%ress for black people :

when acts of police brutality were committed against o s
‘?ja» W wa. {"éo’(‘ (*& x,cﬁ.»»»ca.fi:—n\aes Do, v Qc-u.c«u‘ ol »:a_ 3~ ’f’g V@"-f‘(;-ﬂ— "(
% +
CAQQA-@G/.LC . \7(1“ C.G?L'-lﬁ%"“be '{QA "‘{:fa.,ck d,tc.us_‘-l.g,..}:z Xt o /Qf.""" afr -LfQAJL'*—tL,

X
In-this-connection-he~referred-to—the-Northern-High-Sehoob

~

but~stated*that-it~-had-not-been~very-effective
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Nelson

From:; Mr. Wilson

Subject: This is a continuation of the Rev. Albert Cleage interview
ffom tape number 21 -

o Udens

To illustrate the fac§4students will no longer’inferior educa-

4

tions, Revs Cleage referred to the {Northern High School boycotf of -

I TR R R o

s, e

—the '65-'66 school year. He added however that the boycott had not

[

been very effective in shaking up the school system. Because the boy-

cott had not been effective, Rev. Cleage stated that the students were

i
In this connection he mentioned the inci-

now rioting in the schools.
—

dent at ﬁ(/xﬁ'gson Junior High Schoc_)i where students went on a rampage

and kicked out school windows and did other sorts of damage to the
e —

e .
school building. When asked about housing Rev. Cleage stated that

there was a definite need for more low income housing in the city of
)

Detroit. He told us that little or no public housing has been built in

Detroit in the last ten years. He also referred to the slum_lord pro-

+£R l/‘»vwb‘v C-:t::]
blem and stated that 60 percent of the rental property in intercity was

slum property. On open occupaﬁcy he stated that this was something for

o 2 E;‘t
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white people to work on. It was his contention that any black man with ”%
g4
the resources could buy a home anywhere he wanted in the Detroit metro ,‘ii
' ' Caly ;

_ _politan area. Open occupancy will only panic whiteAEggRlé_andﬂadé—to

the tensions between blacks and whites. If defeated, it will simply

reveal how stupid white people are since passage of an open occupancy

3
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V4 . - bill would represent no concession at all giL the white people. With

- —

reference to the \New Detroit committee, fRev. Cleage stated that the

[

only useful thing that could come out of the committee would be a

Appe——

transfer of power to the black community. He stated that his organize
.

tion,/ﬁitizens City-Wide Action Committee,;was recognized by the New

P I

¢ e T T B S IR

Detroit committee as the voice of the black community. The basic them

s SR

of the Citizens City-Wide Action Committee is self-determination for

s Sl N TN

Lt AN e e e

black people. Rev. Cleage talks about a black nation and particularly

e ™

]

the ghetto as a black state controlled by the black people with authori-

e

'ty over all aspects of life within the black community inqlggigg_the

v — a2l 9
police, the schools, housing, the stores andAother things. At the
S -

clusion of the brief interview Mr. Cleage permitted the interviewers to
G,MM
. view th%/figzﬂvxkn Madonna,/a painting in the sanctuary of the~United ‘

, Dt
Church-ef=Church- of Christ which was done by Glanton Beldel, a member

rppass  wE YR €

of Rev. Cleage's church.akkaxhe#xx Attached to this report is a bro-
chure marked "Cleage - Exhibit A" which gives the background of the
Black Christian Natiomalist Movement for which the Black Madonna is the
artistic symbol.

Interviewer's evaluation: Rev. Cleage is a Negro who is in his
early or mid fifties. He is recognized in Detroit as one of the lead-
ing spokesman of the Black Nationalist Movement in that city. He also
in the last year.or so has acquired a nation-wide reputation as a
spokesman for black nationalism. Both befére and after the Detroit dis-
ofder, Rev. Cleage was widely quoted in newépapers and journals of
national circulation with regard to his theories of black nationalism.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Wilson
From: Dukes

: : E«;zs/ V 'N
Subject: Interview with Rev. Clegg, Oct. 24, 1967

< {EEGE
Glegg pointed to educational deficiencies, the strong

tendency for criminal elements in the community; and the exclusion

of the Negro from accepted social standard, é;en after he has performed
efficiently all the responsiblities that are expected of him, he is
rejected generally on the basis of an individual's act, on the basis

of the criminal element thus present, and even is pre-judged on this
) . such,

basis and punished for mshkx although he is innocent of all connota-

tions. He specifically sets the police activity subsequent to the

riot as being brutal and stated that no change is expected in thie

ar a as long as the Negro people tolerate white police in black

communities.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson
From: James Raschard
Subject: Interview. October 9, 1967, Detroit, Michigan, Subject,

rienneth Cockrell.| Notator, James Raschard.

On the afternoon of October 9, at 2:30

Senator Brooke and his party met at Central Community Development
Center in Detroit, Michigan, with the following people: Dr. James
Boyce, Consultant to the Virginia Parks Development Corporation;

)
a Mrs, Burton, retired, staff member of the heighborhood iegal
gerv_ices; Mr, Clyde Cleveland, President, Detroit Chapter of CORE,
and Supervisor of the Community Services Division; Mr. Richard
ey o es
Xenners, Acting Director of the Mayor's Committee for Human Re-

sources Development; Mr. Julian Witherspoon, Wayne County Depart-

ment of Social Services, and Chairman for Target Area Four, Ad-

visory Committee, Also included at that meeting was Mr.
staff member of the West Central Organization, and a recent

graduate of Wayne State School of Law.

e < “ihe.
. X% "Zas to Mr. Cockrell's statements at #het meeting, this writer

-

:,"u..t«\ 1N

directs his attexi%‘ojﬁ.’ Cockrell is young, perhaps 25, very articuléﬁ;_

R W
outspoken, with reasoning, and in my opinion, arkilgutates the plight
AR -
of the Detroit community in a manner which is clear, precise, and
A
constructive. Mr. Cockrell feels that the Detroit community in-toto,

will be caught up in a confrontation of black-white physical violence

unless the government intercedes. He views the present calm as a

T 7o —Comm L R/, 0 o/ Bstrist — Wi V/O/éﬂfté/CQM/}l?
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"wait and see period" with the final resolution depending on the scope

of Federal intercession., He feels that the Common Council, police force,

represediing et rét’(‘}
the mayor, and other state and local agencies}\have lost the initiative

and have nothing to offer as an ameliorating factor. He refused to
identify either employment, education, housing or any one facet of

the multiple problems as having priority over any other of the
identifiable plights . He feels the answer is in mass program
develoPmént; the=program=anid the content§of the §§§$§3¥§ being aimed

at specific communitieéjand that they be of such a scope as to guarantee
specific services to specific groups, families gg?vindividuals and that
these programs be deéigned at the level of subsequent inputg &g urthé;)
that the monies and programs sanctioned by Washington by-éass the |
state, thereby insuring full utilization at the city level. Mr,

calls }”b,f )
Cockrell also esw an expansion of the present programs in force, but

.

with an addendum of built-in guarantees of community participation
He feels that a
gzaleveln.thrrughxsthe /revision of the civil service structure
/

in Detroit is mandatory, particularly civil serxrvice structuring within
the é:mmunity Abtion rogram,

During the interview, this writer noticed a certain reluctance
.of the group gathered in allowing Mr, Cockrell to express his views.
Follow-up on Mr, Cockrell revealed that his marriage to a caucasian)
particularly during this high tension period of black militancy &&x

Dpresent in Detroiﬁ,could have lead to a negative attitude in feelings

-~

L4

toward Mr, Cockrell, My subsequent attempts to interview Mr, Cockrell
in privacy was unsuccessful, However, this writer feels that Mr.
Cockrell has much to say in regards to events leading up to the riot,

events concurrent with the riot, and the militant posture emer

———
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at its present level. T would highly recommend a more thorough and
private interview with Mr. Cockrell at the earliest possible date.

A source of contact for Mr. Cockrell would be Curtis Rogers of Human
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

—
T "“"%fg{
|
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To: Mr. Wilson

From: Walter Duke

Subject: Interview withfgggi:5522§£§§ o

’

| :
1 1 : Earl Cockerel is a member of the West Side qempmkttes—tommunity CN7n¢7%i
] _— T

; . organization. He is another individual who is very vocal and influen- , -

tial in the Detroit community. His militancy is extensive and most .

extreme. His specific aim is to overthrow the existing power structure Yl

e o

in Detroit, particularly to gain control of the ghetto. The highlighting -

reason is police brutality. He feels that eventual conflict is emminent i

' ) I — ‘ /S | 3
and this is his only basic premise. In trying to reach him with the | ‘7

‘

reasoning and Xdmgk logic of the negativeness of this concept, I was

P s ot o o0yt gt T

bl NAA e 2 it .+ s et ot o

told that it is inevitable. He visualizes all the social reforms, all

DO M

' ‘ the basic programmings as just a temporary appeasement, but that even- ‘ 1
tually there must be conflict between the races. I would say from the ;

argumentation of this young man that he is most influential toward

the extremist element, and he will emerge as a leader of such element.
The ghetto was additionally stated by him to relate to the ineffective-

ness of the present social structure and a failure £ of communication

oLoaTae~f
or thevdonation of relief by the white man. Those who suffer the

most in the lower brackets of society inevitably he feels will be
P TH 1
the most violent. He therefore preaches.in“attempts to communicate

‘with this element of the community. He profusely advocates black

——
-

violence. He views affirmative programs as an insult to the Negro,

Tab Wi RS W UBY v coureol GHeTTD
Tab Wi KIS, U Vlew WA VioLeNds
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; and he chiefly relies on the true intent of the white.man éor—eveazbdag :
3 :
vecating..them. Race separation and control is ultimate. He seeks . ;
political support for his candidacy for mayor of Detroit in the up- o
o coming election with these thoughts as premises. He seems to be in o
! P
! a 'highly dangerous and dedicated mood for the destruction of the exist- { i
| . : s
. ing social order, and it is this social order which all his energy oo
| o
. i
; seems to be attacking. o O
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To:- Mr. Wilson

From: Bernard Dobranski and Tom Peapp F(*

Subject: This is an interview with &alcolm Dade lof the Mayor's Develop=
ment “Feam, cgnducted on October TI, 1967 by Bernard Dobran-
: m Popp

~ Dade is a young man, a Negro, in his early thirties. He told

us that the Negro community as a whole in Detroit view the police as

being the major problem. Before the riot this was not so much so.

weve
At that time the traditional problem$ such as housing, was more importa
now,

than the police. 1In the minds of the peoplﬁh the police problem is :

the most severe, although housing in Detroit is critically short and

the density of persons per house is very high. Detroit has a very high
ey

percentage of home owners, in relation to other American cities1 But

. A
many of these homes become delapidated because of poor code enforcement E>§~g%ﬂ

ownee cidey
and low,income en-the<part-of-the~owners. I asked why some cities with \ |
A Detvoids !
Y hid weh vk
_thedsame-kin&s—ofkproblemsﬁas Detroitshis--didn!t-have-any-riotsy—and !
Dade responded by saying that these other CItliF are going to have &hem ﬂJCA’ |
4 N The. Y l
eventually. This~partfcularaxiotmma«DetroitAwas eaused-by-a precipitat&ck ‘Oy ;
@ vare \
ing-incident—a-blind-pig-raids--That-is-a-raid-by-the policeson an after- ‘
; /
Spo ’
hours jeint.

ﬂgaThis particular incident was inflamatory enough to cause a riot
because there were a great many people around. It was a hot night and

. 1)
a lot of people were out en the streets. Dade described to us another

incident which had happened several months earlier in which a Negro man
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had been killed in a park and his wife molested by a group of white

men. This incident, in and of itself, was probably more inflamatory,
had we on —e :::,‘E:v:s“‘r ok e fine

Dade felt, but there hadu’t been many peopleaafeund.to know about it,

who _uere-incensed-by-the~incident-on-the~spot-at-the-time.

In describing the climate in Detroit which had allowed a riot

to happen, Dade felt that the news medidshandling of the murder o

i Dana Thomaslin the park had had a large effect on the Negro community.

: Theve
_The white papers played the incident down§ Fhere was a small story

’

in the second section about the murder. The Negro newspaper, called .

The thpnicle, had-made a big story of this incidentj and the concensus

) s \
in-the Negr% community had-been that simee-a black manshad~been murdered
TaTR v‘p:a-‘\ ,
ft—didnbt-really make much difference to the white people. Dade ‘

felt that the intentions of the white press to play the incident down

and therefore help to keep things cool, had, in fact, backfired, in

e e

convincing the Negro people that their feelings were not being proper-

ly considered. Further, the handling of the trial of the murderers of
Dana Thomas was also considered by the black community to be unfair

because, in fact, several men were involved in his death, and only one

was finally indicted.

i

|

i

!

: Dade also felt that there is a popular feeling in the Negro l
|

community that justice is administered in Wayne County on a double

standard basis. He pointed out that no white man has ever been con-

victed of killing a Negro in Wayne Count .q This is the end of the

interview with Malcolm Dade. He had to go to a meeting so it was cut

short. ' Also, present during this interview were Jim Bush and Kitty

Teaun
Edwards ther staff persons &n the mayor's development cemmittee.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
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;

To: Mr. Wilson :

ooa'c&- Mewi lilef‘x d-.i {a*r%e

o Subject: Interview withfNelson Jack Edwards,\ Vee-President, United Auto i
| T . /—/_’—\/ s
Ly Workers in Detroit on Thursday, October 12, 1967. | .
W . ,

From: "Tom Popp

After I had explained to Mr. Edwards what the purpose of our visit fo

}

explained that from his point of view junemploymentjwas partially the cause,

"but that the goligg gg%x‘tment was the key to setting off the reverhrations, VD

Among whites in the suburbs, Mr. Edwards felt, the police are servants &fb?)

- T 7777 Defroit was; namely f to find out the what and why of the riot in July, he W\ /

the people, whereas in tpe Negro neighborhoods theyare-themmasterspre-
o e I o

suming guilt \becausq\ lack men are prone to commit erimes the-pelice-think.

-

} ; In relatmn to unemployment, Mr. Edwards stated that unemployment was\’;‘w
R
\ higher in 1967 than it had been for five years in Detroit. The people in thej
; ’ - )
ghetto have been seeing bits and pieces of freedom come along very slowly ’ ;
; 5*\—3 \\ s ‘/\.\qﬁ\.
fpr quite a while; but*that‘wrth‘thfs*high-ratemf{\unemployment and s many

e
‘ people notv‘enjoymg the kind of freedom they now expect, this-was-a-con-

\T« S CﬂQ“fot..s C&v »\\DA“‘K(;\

tributing-faet Ao the riot. In 1960, the riot probably would not have happened,
4

:

)
~
R

3 T el T Ee e e

o s

in Mr. Edwards'opinion.

One of the reasons why more ghetto Negroes have tl A

N

! not been able to get jobs, Mr. Edwards felt, was that the employment
j offices give tests which are totally unrelated to the Jobaultlmately done
S R oo, = T
plants by the persons seeking day labor. There-is the manpower, available,
Nnese o }»&(«'
but the jobs are not available/\a-nd the people who are involved in violence

seem to have the belief, according to Mr. Edwards, that violence will bring




g E-A

R e
.

+

.

the white power structure around to their point of view and will help them to

W YRe A\ wme
get more jobs. The ,‘Detroit kigh schools, Mr. EdwardsAfe?ct, there is no

vocational guidance which understands the problem of job placement¥ fo

HS
people with low qua11f1cat10ns. In the high schools, there is no industria

equipment which is up to date. The shops are ill-equipped to train people
ipment Which 1s up fo cale.

to do the kind of jobs that are needed by industry. Theﬁ:?ade unions have also
—-——‘———_—_——-‘-———- L‘___—-—-.——_"'\’

FBTT T S el T

. ___been very strongly opposed to admitting Negroes among their ranks, through ;
i the means of the tests they have given for admission. A hlgh school g@ \}mu/ ‘; =
AR ‘
- ghaduade in Detroit really has only about 3 tenth grade edg&% ME’W 4
E{ L&‘J-a CULS'\‘?W‘ mw\ W
felt, b&t—m—sp}’ee—ef that there is aAseer oblem of tolerating ill-qualified

i (,N{mc, %aejy e/ M wiy WO
O

white peoplef\—whtt ung~people~m~trade8'arrd*in~unions, wherezs Negroes

who are not well-qualified are not tolerated. In other words, a white man

s
; -

and a black man, both of the same qualifications, would fare differently,
Thi white man would be tolerated while he was learned how to do his w or\i
! whereas the Negro would be expected by the trade union and the empliygy QUU (ON ; ;
}vl Tmz' W(J’ | %’j

know everything about the job from the very start. I asked Mr. Edwards
AW

who controls the testing which controls the job placements }and his answer ,

N

was that it is a joint effort between the unions and management iself-but ' 4
) the-unions-are-a-party.to-it;-he-admitted. In the building trades, the unions
know what the high school curriculum is of the people who are applying to

~

get jobs, but the tests which are given are not at all commensurate with

s

-
"d rm
T

kP

that education. Particularly in the trades and services, Mr. Edwards fel‘cI



S

sptuBd

-

3

testing is used as a preventive of keeping Negroes out, and-Mr—Edwards

“?— was quick to admit that even theUnited Auto Workers fhad been delerict G\Q“‘*’-—\.' ‘"X' ‘

in its duty to tolerate imperfection among the Negroes it employs. Mr, o

41 el ,&«é L
Edwards related*the're&sons-fowoy&»behavfor’:for the behavior of those "30'«‘{3 ; i
‘oﬂ%nvm\ng News™ As‘nﬂ E e 5
wﬂae-begﬂﬁobs—toﬁthemtrammgwh&ehﬁheyhave potten-from—-their-parents. T

.- e lI. ,
¥ they are bad, th}s is probably due to their parents; that—thesua-lle%a&beys

% hecaute of
' hey-are goody- whteh-rs-due-to/‘thelr parents, their friends call them S

el x sy

B L e 4

TN S

e

Uncle Toms. se they can't win either way they go about it. %Gettmg back to .

‘5

" the riot itself, Mr. Edwards stated Atheace-is belief-that it had been spon-

" G{act of wdlng of freeways which has-not in Detﬁ‘f{m r‘ i |
gllowgg or the relocation of the people displaced. I asked why some people
do S/h:ﬁ£ .
wﬁirthe~same gnex/anoes riot and others with the same grievances don't.

sta ed.
Mr. Edwards simply felt that those who did not riot and who had the same -

grievances were willing to wait and hope for the day when white people

would decide that they were ready for equality. " But these people as w

are gravitating toward the militant point of view. The next time‘X_M—r:

E&wa@d&ieels; the riot will be bigger and Worsef\ﬂ\Going back to the point

of tests which are inappropriate for the job which is to be perforn.ed, I asked

Mr. Edwards what he suggested to improve the relevance of those tests and

~ s

to improve the tolerance on the part of the employer to accept imperfection

until a person has had an appropriate period of training, Mr. Edwards'

T
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G\\' l..,v‘ S é:rﬁ\ , i
respanse Awas that this is the responsibility of 1ndustry)§( skilled trades,

Q &l Nl
employment offices, supervisors, everyone,itseems-hasnot Agone far

. o £
N i v v T et

PRSI

enough toward making Negroes feel welcome. Mr. Edwards felt that the

oy g s

United Auto Workers has pretty nearly achieved industrial democracy in |

_its own plantSbut that the churches have not been strong enough on this,

the management of various industries have not been strong enough on this,

the individuals involved have not been strong enough on it and it is a problem

LR

which has to be dealt with in many ways. [/There are thousands of qualified

| i/
Negroes waiting for jobs, he said. It is a myth that these people don't

—Mwu/qt : -}—ﬁez,é«

want to work or aren't sufficiently well-qualified,, They may need training,

however. In-ether-words,-Mr~Edwards-was-saying legislation by the
Congress in this area is inappropriate and not useful because this is some-

thing which must come from within the management of industry and cannot

v be legislated. Industry can be persuaded by government agencies to do this,

\vw(/«‘«L‘11 &

but it has to do it itself )and i—tAW111 certamly contribute to the problem un-

less it is able to make a helpful contribution in this area.

: ‘\u\ Zimwém i K)Qo =y 643477\6‘«\\%% ach ‘Q*—L (A.O(»
\é;o GA{\"J\ 4«5 S Z\)g er o2 i \a\a - O oﬁ&m& ’
ko s~ s o ef oo o
C(CMQQ \"‘Q\L\L ,Q{Q, L)C&}uai( \ /Y\/LBWJad& v\% o
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson

L From: John J. Ursu

! Subject: Interview with ‘M President of the Detroit Bar
]

|
f Association and Former Co-Chairman of the Michigan Civil !
| :

- Rights Commission |
% !
i

1

Mr Feikens could only grant a half-hour interviey,which we

A

P

managed to stretch into one hour.

oo Tﬁélﬁishiaggzgixil Rights Commission\}fz{he only such agency in
—_—— i

the nation which is established by/;hé state constitution. It began

o

P

G o Tt oS b v

s Foe e st 11

s

< B

3 operations in 1964, replacing thﬁffzz} Employment Practices Commissian.l
P ——— )

Its opening budget was $190,000, and that grew to $2,000,000 in 1966. )

]
’ i Its staff grew from 17 the first year to over 100 last year. The Com- <1 4

mission has no formal relationship to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. o

' Mr. Feikens served with[ﬁgmgg__gsifd (a Negro attorney recently appointed K

to the federal bench) as Co-Chairman of the Commission, .
i .

f | Feikens was well aware of the tension that exists-batweean—the

black community and the police department. The real problem area, he b

says, is the bottom 15 percent of that society. All the benefits of |

5

e Lef G

s

social programs and movements seem to reach, .at best, the middle and

e

]

upper class Negroes, but there has not been effective contact with the

remainder of the people. To these people, the police force is the white

! ? man, and the force has displayed a propensity to view the yorst element

in the Negro community as representative of the whole.
-

| The early CRC program concerning law enforcement agencies was

little more than a system of adjusting disputes between the parties,
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This case-by-case approach had a very limited impact on police-community %

relations. It did not reach the bottom 15 perceat,-sincethey would not
come to MCRC with a gri 1”-\’%’ W—\Ca COH/MW ‘?m"
Cfee- BY-ChSe | LiTTLeE BPFecT OVERALL g

[or. Burton Levy,n director of MCRC's Division of Community Ser-

vices, conducts programs for the benefit of police officers. The most

PRCRE NI M P st o - O 45 s

serious problems are verbal abuse, lack of respect and discourtesy, and

TN o B

Levy is working to educate officers in these areas.

k&
_ ~ oMM REL . SH/A’L\T (oePs OfRcer RES
i \) ”QOL\UZ ens view, a small minority of policemen are responsib
. — e

: for most of the tension betwee There is a

4

R S -
-

B S agges w7

“certain type of officer that is a consistent object of complaints.. Th

e

less formal schooling an officer has, the worse he is likely to be in

s

\__\ I . ’
his contacts with Negroes. One specific ethnic group on the Detroiyf force ;
—_ :

has_a very poor record in dealing with Negro citizens,
gs rekens Ex A)
Attached to this re”p”b”i‘f}({s a copy of speech which Feikens delivered 1

o ot R P R L

at the Annual American Bar Association Meeting. It gives general infor- @

mation on the activities of the local bar during the riot. Feikens was

at police headquarters during the riot to coordinate legal service ac- -

tivities. Approximately 700 lawyers were recruited to represent defen-

dants at arraignment and preliminary examination. '/
A s T N

o vl T a"dN\Y ! L/IKUV. C
e A2 :l‘ ‘-x""‘ 1 ' " *the deer s Co;%g ju?ges or usifg B

\)
: the bail procedure to keep people off the streets. There was great

hysteria during the first couple of days of rioting, and no one knew what

the insurrection would grow into. By Thursday and Friday, things began

e A X T e <

to cool down and bail was reviewed and adjusted.

.
e gﬂ, N t o Tiau

—- In Feikens' opinion, the Detroit riot was a revolt against prop-
Feikens' op ; g prop

l

v erty. The most important step to cure the ills which led to the disorde
| W€ |
| Yo codM. CeNGEPT 0% REVOLT  RERINST PROPERTY
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is to provide ways in which the lower class will be able to own their
own homes. Job opportunities must be expanded. The U,S. Government
should provide tax incentives to corporations that are willing to con-

duct special training programs for the normally unemployable people.

Evaluation |
Feikens has little specific knowledge relating to the riot or

the Civil Rights Commission. I do not recommend that he be called.
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3 . INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
3
§~ To: Mr. Wilson
L
5] From: (Ursu) ”
Loy
l ‘ Subject: Interview withﬁﬁ;y Girardin,\Commissioner of the Detroit
S Police Department T
. ) *.
TL {

The chief administrator of the Detroit Police Department is

a civilian appointed to that post by the mayor. Prior police exper-

sy

. e LA ,.A_l'.’.«y,

.

ience is not a prerequisite for the position, and Mr. Girardin was

. an administrative aide to the mayor immediately before his appoint-

e

LY PR a G

ment. Prior to that, he was a reporter ‘for the now defunct Hearst

newspaper, The Detroit Times Girardin has held the job of commis-

e 1,

NN RSN sl ML "
+

sioner for approximately four years, and he recently announced his : e

intention to resign. Girardin is 65 years old. : ”

AR A tm o e

D s sem S

Directly below the commissioner in the department's organiza-

[
Praia® e

tional structure are the following career officers:

Superintendent ‘

AJoan-F. Nicholsl] Deputy Superintendent -
Chief Inspe
Chief of Detectives.

JAHN

All these parties have offices on the third floor of Police
Headquarters at 1300 Beaubien Street, and they are often referred by

fellow officers to as ''the third floor."

The commissioner stated that he had believed that police-

-

community relations in the city of Detroit were basically good. The
. coTmuR Lt

| ) _department has organized programs ("block clubs') operated at the

r ' ‘

precinct level, and the Citizen Complaint Bureau is active in this

I-D bucs commM. ReL, | .
CMMSSIONER, TBISUALLY 63y '

.
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L
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) area. Two documents attached to this reportn("Police Community
Relations Program" and D.P.D. Inter-office memo of April 5, 1966
to Girardin) present a fairly complete picture of the department's
. activities in this area., In addition, Girardin said that he has
tried to keep his office open to Negro leaders in order to main-

tain a personal dialogue with the black community.

ThgiDetroitEPolice Department was historically better than

any other urban force in matters related to staff integration. The

f
department is presently trying to cure the situation that had ex-

5“’";uﬂ ”\ istedAby advancing Negro police officers to supervisory positions.
z‘g,‘L‘T” &‘d. A p

S T . R

lc'/ﬂﬂf One must, however, give attention to the fact that there are only

about 200 blacks on a force of 4500 men in a city where approximatel

40% of the citizens are non-white. Leon Atchison,| Administrativ

Assistant to Congressman John Conyers, told this writer that white

officers go to great lengths to drive new Negro policemen off the

force.) Add to .this the fact that the Detroit Police Department,\whiéh\\'

————————

. is_operating at about 500 men below authorized strength, is compellgg///

by the City Charter to only hire men who have been residents of

Detroit for one year prior to their employment.

The principal channel for complaints against the police depart-

ment is the[Citizen's ComplaiﬂE’E;;EEG:)which was organized in May

1961. (For a more detailed report on this bureau, see the Bobranski-

Prsu interview with Inspector Carl Heffermen, et al.) The Citizen's

.
,

Complaint Bureau was moved from police headquarters by Girardin in

.

1964, and it is now located in the downtown YMCA.
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Although there is no civilian review board in Detroit, Com- ;

: missioner Girardin states that thglﬁzghigan Civil Rights Commlss16T,

;
a constitutionally established state agency, is, in effect, the E

toughest civilian board one could expect to have. (See my inter- 4
view report with Dr. Burton Levy and Miss Janet Cooper of the ' !
3 Michigan C.R.C.) In addition to the two above channels, citizens
may lodge complaints at each precinct, and the precinct commander
¥ must submit monthly reports concerning any such complaint so filed.

; Commissioner Girardin stated that the July riot came as n
—————

/ surprise to him, and, indeed, neither did the location of the pre
j s 8ng, 1 ! .

————

cipitating incident. Detroit, he believes, is a center for black

militancy, and, in his view, the spokesmen for the black revolution

|
|+ have caught the ear of Detroit's young unreachables. In other
|

| * words, the 18 - 25 year old under-or unemployed street corner type

i ' is listening to and believing the advocates of violent black power. !

Stokely Carmichael and Rap Brown reach these youths in their living f
: . j
L rooms, and Detroit's resident black extremists reach them in the }
bars and on the street. 1

Girardin also stated that citizen complaints against the de-

partment were less frequent during the several months prior to the

July riot. The commissioner noticed that he, himself, was having

less contact with black spokesmen before the upheaval. The writer

—

failed to ask Girardin what the specific significance of these

, facts were to him, but in the context in which he was speaking, I

believe he meant to indicate that the poorer Negro community had

-8B RioT; Dgure VIEW 0% Blirg MILITPN e

i %g..ﬁ, ‘ Pouce, cLMMS MMPRRCOCE! LoWeR Pre-KioT
| _




'

ity

-

W 20

Ve S e L et (e B

e Imadu " SRR e T

P

e

ne e L B A

v
4B

B

o , ) -4 -

grown disenchanted with conventional methods of expressing grievances.
Note wmd¥, however, that this is only my personal impression.
Girardin stated that Detroit's riot was significant because

it was not, in his opinion, ignited by the sparks of other, nearby

civil disorders, 1In the summer of 1966, Girardin believes that

. Detroit felt the shockwaves of rioting in Cleveland, Ohio, and the

Michigan cities of Benton Harbor, Jackson and Lansing. He does not

‘believe that Newark was a majornfactor in the Detroit riot.
as Yowndn gy, C
Attached to this reporHKis a paper-bound volume entitled,

"Statistical Report On The Civil Disorders Occurring In the City Of

Detroit" which contains all the relevant statistical datd relating
to the number of arrests, nature of offenses and offenders, casual-
ties and oéhef?nformation. Information concerning the specific
circumstances and events which precipitated the riot is presented in

my report on an interview with Deputy Superintendent Nichols. The

near-riot which occurred in Detroit in August 1966 (the "Kerﬁcheval
rescivied

incident'") is discussed in Mayor Jerome P, Cavanaugh's formal pre-

sentation to this commissionbas an attachmernt therele.

Some general or unconnected observations on the part of the

commissioner are following:

(1) The now famous '"order not to shoot'" was not issued to

Detroit policemen during this riot. Such restraint is a basic part

of police training and procedure for Detroit police officers.

(2) The Detroit riot may signify that conditions have im-

e ———

A wholly suppressed class of people

proved for Negroes in the city.

would not have rioted as these people did.
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(3) The violent black revolution is not, as President Johnson

At e

indicated, a problem for the cities. The resources available to the

JRNEAPL AR PR ;23 en A ogerc e

city and state are not nearly enough to cope with the riots and the ;

causes thereo it
H

(4) The most significant factor in preventing Detroit's Q&vil

qif3EégE_ﬁEgnLlKNuﬂ&i&g—a{fiiiiiiggg}ggg the large number of arrests | o

(over 7000) whi i i i % the ! L
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T
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streets, Other important factors were the large patrols covering -
‘______’——-"*""" -—_'__/——"—’—"—'7 ) -i :‘:
affected areas and the imposition of a curfew., People who respected

iy
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the curfew order kept off the streets, and people who did not could '

W~ cwde o

be arrested. ,ﬂ

(5) The amount of time that exists between a potentially "

2
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precipitous incident and ignition of a riot has grown progressively C

S

2 smaller. The first stage of a riot is crucial, and police or other

s

forces must be available in the briefest possible time. An immediate
W

, show of strength contributed to the failure of the{iércheval incidenﬂk »

to spark a riot., It was not possible to make such a show at %:00 A.M,

Sunday, July 13th. €6, \(E'EQWE\)M NC*(D%MT‘
- e G 1;@1_‘1_7_—9%-\_%<\ I/ T B
,_I (0% mr‘ (oucg vl_\ nited States Army sho%}:l train ?p:;.cial trocops fg,;'q" ‘

domestic, riot duty. They should be stationed in sufficiently large

numbers at strategic points throughout the country. A procedure
| with the Secrctary of the fiemy
should be worked od?}fg? their rapid déployment to trouble spots.

» . h 1
? In addition, if we are going to rely to gm&é@,degree on National'’
Guard forces for riot duty, the federal government should insure

that they are properly and extensively trained to handle that kind

'
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. of civil warfare.
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o ' Evaluation: Mr. Girardin is not a policeman and his four

N year tour as commissioner has not made him one. A party in Detroit,

‘! : whose opinion I greatly credit}told me that "Ray's heart is in the

?f right place, but he is too weak an administrator to press his own g

! views on the force." The commissioner is, however, an intelligent

and articulate observer and commentator.

If this commission were to conduct a field hearing in Detroit,

I could not recommend that Mr. Girardin be the sole spokesman from

the Detroit Police Department. In the event that time permits only
i‘»o‘

one such representative to appear, that person should be Deputy b

Lot T
a\t&xm:q’.ﬁu.« B A T T

Superintendent John Nichols. I do believe, however, that it would

behoove the commission to hear both men and I accordingly recommend

. s

that this be done.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM a ' \ |

To: Mr. Wilson i

From: Mr. Bernard Dobranski and John Ursu ;

Subject: Interview with frnest Goodman, Attorney, on October 11, 1967 e
i by Bernard Dobranski and John Ursu ‘ —

‘-M‘M‘gé’kk‘"ﬂ‘ 7&" “/ - A& | 5
Mr. Goodm?nnhas atwmys practiced law in themSibyef Detroit ¢ % '

o

Pt 7

Wit 7;@%74 o fenn o

He has an extensive civil rights and civil liberties practice. The firm

P el hof l

in which he is a partner was organized in 1950, and«hgqbellevesdlt was
{

L .

A Tersen

the first integrated law firm in the United States in the sense that i

r '

f 22 .
Negroes were taken in as partners. A former partner was Judge Crockett, :

P

a Negro, who now sits on the Bekxmik City of Detroit's Recorder's Court. ‘

e T

Mr. Goodman stated that & major problem in the City of Detroit .

is the police department. The'ipoﬁ:ce 7)have historically posed a problem

for minority groups. During the 1930s, for example, when the labor sit-

o

down strikes were occurring, the police were hated by labor groups as much

.———---\'——-’_"/“—’_~
as the Negroes hate the police today. Mr. Goodman pointed out, however, ol

,—-—-‘-—/-_—'
that the problem must be put into proper perspective. The police depart- .
/. ir‘e(
ment represents the force which society uses to enforce its laws, &o & 4

ey o e St P B P b

S
i

4 .
the extent that these laws are unpopular ¢f immoral, even good police
P e 4

officers run into trouble trying to enforce them. Since our society

4

rise that the
Tlst‘ ¢ st de ikl S
' mentqﬁgre—a-n&s&b%ewsymbelnof that discrimination. Police have the

same prejudices that the rest of society has.

is a discriminator police depart-
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One of the main problems with the Detroit;@olice Depmrtment is
> W Hae A

& the entrenched bureaucracy that existsA_ The top career people arrived

—/-—[ POWER Sf/eara/eg Pots M /7305 BEOR Mi7ED POl CE




T

e

~ s

L T S PR STR oL, e e MRS frrgress,
L % Rt o /« | ,\0 |

G s

A TP SR AR IS W PP N RESE

at their positions through long service and seniority. They resist the %
~ |
i

‘siﬁn-i!'of the most progressive of mayors and police commissioners.

-~
Their attitude hedwmg that the mayor and commissioner are here today,

o

A

LR
Tk by et Rty ¢ 74t

gone tomorrow, L] . Former 6olice Q.ommissioner)‘

%; George Edwards,,now sitting with the<gixth Circuit Court of Appeals, ‘ JL?

¢ was an excellent police commissioner, but he was disliked intensely

i

;i wAet ' R
% by the career policemen and .had his,efforts thwarted at every turn. o
:

3

YA e aa

The police department does have a police review board. The commissioner

e

is also advised by a civilian advisory board. Neither of these groups )

are very effective. i
|

£ Recent Supreme Court decisions in criminal law have. played Sy

£ -
¥ very important role in changing the Detroit Police Departmentp =k
b

Department has significantly changed its practices because of thesAt= o

! WAN . #. '
. Suprsiiemienrt decisions. ingspare now better and much fairer to U

{ Negroes than they were before. Mr. Goodman believes that this change ,— ' B
to conform to the Constitutiong=is most significant.
The Detroit Police Department, however, is xx%% still faced with

some problems not yet resolved (which can,yet be resolved). The first

A for
'y is that the white policeman is basically afraid of Negroes andiNegro

areas. He knows he is hated. He, therefore, often reacts out of fear
\——

;; and does things he would not ordinarily do. Recruitment of Negro v&j&*'
|

policemen to the Detroit Police Department is also way behind%, One

reason for this is the feeling of Negroes that to become a cop is to
~ rd ——— R,

sell out. Also, any Negro who joins the force is tdem treated as a
w

K
— Negro police officer on-bhewpedsitd=£ones and not just as an officer,
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waited until they arrived AftefThe pollce”off;cer

o g

st 2o 10 TS RTINS

5

TESENT

B e

o v’::-'y-«w-r.wé_ U

instead of dlsper31ng, staye§ around. -The man® W&B”arrﬁs;gd by the
W "J?:;ém’ Soerpae A
poliééd. for ~re £us sing ~to "i&mxxhnxxxxnzxxfmxxnnh;ﬁxxpxxxxngxiaxkxnnm:gkx

VoL
. - -
2y tass b oot

iz

- S
S g g
ST LT

s

T

disperse. Ki‘:hi:hﬁ@ man*¥ trial, the, police w:LtneSwseS“consi gted” of-same 1
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I

i 3?» o g P :' RS RS
BX iy sw f}n,.“ STEW 5N ““,ﬁﬂ,,,, em«v-ﬂw_ Ny B

the Negro police z,gfficer went%much further than e\rg;hﬁ{ﬁ‘én Thitd com- .
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that @ Negro"’bn the force h=zs bendimg backwards to show the white ' '

white-of ficers®that he.supported them.
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officers that hewsis with them.
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! : Until the Detroit police force is truly integrated, the problem
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( “ with the police will continue to exist. In fact, said Mr. Goodman, N
i

even if the entire force was composed of Negroes, the Negro community

i =

still would not be satisfied. Discriminatory laws would still be en- ,

P
Bl i S

v forced against them. Mr. Goodman also added that there are few Negroes -

in positions of 1eadersh1;.}a in the Detroit police force.

1 It I

,\?:Mne:vew«stan‘da:qvﬁg@w%wpslsmeé%mwﬁé@ﬁé‘g?mnmy ,

' by~=Ehe ;. Depart’fnent tmwmglte,&pmumwwmﬁ&xxxxmwv e !
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Ndifferent standard of policing is applied by the Department to the

Negro community than to the white community. The white officers are

torn by conflict. & desire to do what is right conflicts with their
p}ejudices. Some white policemen, in fact, compensate for this prejudice.

! They may arrest a white man for doing something that they would not

:
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arrest a Negro for doing. Pplice are responsi ro calls y

and complaints than similar calls from the white community. One factor

—
i

is their fear of the Negro community. They are well aware of the hostili-

ty of the Negroes toward them.

Mr. Goodman then related to us an example=f of Eolice brutality §

that occurred during the July riots. The police and National Guard

e

“ 7

edtas 2+

i

v

EECRCICIRES

received reports of sniper activity from a certain house. They surrounded {

& memae oy

-
the house,and~broke down the doors, ws%t called the people out. Asleep
Hu harets ]

upstairs was the heme owne{l a Negro worker, who had never been in .

RSt 8 e et

Aty g

o

trouble, bhadmro-regordmuwhatsgaver. Also, asleep upstairs with him wa7 -
N g‘&*

L—dﬁ‘) - i
a friend who waqﬂunable to return to his home because of the curfew. yi
. 1.0

SR
B

A third person was apparently asleep downstairs. These three were taken

S O e g Y

outside and‘'searched. Qﬂolice found nothing. They were then taken to

e AL BTEAR
it

, the police station. At the station, according to Mr. Goodman, the
g "

police beat "the living shit" out of them. The police literally stomped

£

1

t them.” The men suffered such injuries as broken jaws, and deep cuts and

bruises. The police hurled such epithets g8 them as '"black bastards" \

and "dirty Niggers'". Because of the lack of any evidence, the men were
released the next day. As the men were being released, a policeman
asked theﬁ if they would like some coffee. When one of the Negroes

f answered that he did, the officer then threw it in his face as a final
E éesture of contempt and hatred. Mr. Goodman contended that this in-
cident is well documented. The medical injuries have clearly been

~
’

i established and there is no question that the beating and injuries they

: Hsn s
‘ received resulted from this-day at the police station. There was no
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apparent evidence of sniper activityA Even assuming that sniper
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activity was coming from the house, there was no doubt that these men

D

a took no part in it. Mr. Goodman, who represents two of the three men,

5

S

5 stated that he will file an action either with the Michigan Civil Rights

Jus——

R T T,

N

iy
Commission54§£th the U. S. District Court. The incident occurred on |

v e T
o

July 26, 1967. The address of the house was 1644 Glynn Court. The ‘

names of the two Negroes represented by Mr. Goodman areinEgil.éHEEiél , "

and Eﬂxﬁxnxytqu Henry, JrJ The third man's name isUPaul LeGrand.! [ 4.
E

8 The above incident, accbrding to Mr. Goodman, illustrates how L
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the inner feelings of a good many of the police officers surfaced during -

the riots. A considerable amount of this type of brutality occurred

- 3 o
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1

|
| during the riot. Lawyers in Detroit don't want to handle these kind ‘
!

of cases. One reason is that the city is immune to state law. 8071“*/
: S Se s

|
’ . even if agsuit is brought against an individual police officer and is .
| [

s

won, there is difficulty in collecting. The U.S. Attorney's office is

‘ . not m interested in prosecuting these cases«ﬂ éa?m'/ ,é/n-:téxf«.; Y !

“~r—
Mr. Goodman tizam related to us amesker example which illustrates
what the term '"'police brutality" really means. This incident occurred

before Judge Crockett, a Negro, in Recorders Court, the City of Detroit.

e e st b o A

Thexpritzexaxxeskrd During the riot the police arrested a Negro man
m‘aﬂ»ﬁ-
who was caught im a store loutdimg. At the time that he was caught, hi
{
h AN
son, a ten year old, was along with him. At the trial the police office

’ ' testified that he arrested the defendant and then "got the kid out of

[ — bW ‘?’0\)"‘0 ’
the place. Mr. Goodman saidithat it was quite obvious from previous
~
- stimony that the police officer hadsKicked the kid out of the =mkx
eet————— .
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store, baE’Ehe office}ﬂdid not say this in his testimony. Judge

Crockett then asked the officer, "Did you kick the child?" The officer

answered "yes". At this point, the prosecutor interrupted the officer

i e

with the following question, 'You didn't kick him hard or hurt him, ) ’

did you?" Judge Crockett, however, instructed the officer that there "

i
3
r:
b
%
&
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was no need to answer that question. After the case was finished,
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Judge Crockett called the prosecutor and t?ibcop before him, and told

& 5
them that the point was not whether the kid@ had been hurt, butctheV!4“?ﬂ- 0
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indignity of being kicked that was so reprehensible about the officer's

Wk Sy

{ conduct. He told them that the child would remember this incident for
: HTect g
the rest of his life. Mr. Goodman potnteﬂ~v&% that incidents of this e

I R R TN

kind go on all the time. The white policeman just doesn't realize ?

his speech and manner of treatment affect the dignity of the

Tt ) Ry aany

’ Negro. Mr. Goodman said that as recently as 15 years ago, the prose- e

!
i, cutors and ‘judges 1nfDetr01t s&idl called Negroes by their first namess

&z«tff —wz:«d él-«e N
LLQ himself, w&&hﬁa_ge@dwd;éi;af resentmemtwirem the prosecutors and ‘f

P judges, because he addressed Negroes as Mr. or Mrs. -
‘ o )

o Mr. Goodman tles~described the actionsof the Detroit courts

P during the riots. .He stated that the judges, like most of the white

community, were scared to death. Wherste=—zrrived gt the coutthouse-

duningwthe:£%£§gmday of the rioting, he sfeund-the-buitding~surrdinded.
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‘E&f’“ When Goodman arrived at the court house, on the first day of' | ‘:
the rioting, he discovered it was surrounded by the police. In order 4,
for him to get in, it was necessary for him to show his Bar Associa-
tion card. The judges made it quite clear that they considered them-
selves to be part of the city apparatus, whose job it was to stop the *

: 9 i
rioting. They pledged themselves 4 keeping the arrestees off the N

street. They functioned as an adjunct o¥ the police department. %
o y ﬂ&“‘?t‘:j’ﬁ: Mo, Dordnee~ ,dfﬂ"“ Apo- ‘ , :
They were scared to dake death. pThe public statementsgat that time T

were amazing, especially statements of Judge Brennan, the Executive U
A 5:%
Judge. The oudw exception to-thexgkriku-this-attitwde was Judge

05 ten s ol Ty g Ao el ot g w6

Crockett, who took the position that it was the court's job to treat
the rioters like any other defendants. He was the only judge who did
not use the bond procedure as a means of keeping people in jail. The

rest of the judges, following the lead of Judge Brennan, did. Mr.

Goodman said that he quickly found out that in a police-state lawyers *

don't serve any useful purpose. He was forced to face the fact that
he was totally useless.

On Tuesday, July 25th, while the rioting was still going on,
Mr. Goodman made a statement on local television about ﬁhaé was

ot Gt _ "

happening. The essence of this statement was xkmxkhaxrru that the
court had thrown the Bill of Rights r&sht out the window. The bond .
system was being used to keep people in jail. Peofle were ?eing held
for no reason at all, just to keep them off the stréets. Just prior
}o his television interview, an interview with Judge Brennan was

shown, in which Judge Brennan made the statement that people must be

kept off the streets. Mr. Goodman xaidxkkakxhr stated that he re-
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ceived a tremendous adverse reaction from his white liberal friends

R o

because of his television statement.

i
—
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Mr. Goodman believes ;here:%g.benaemewexeebkéht egal servicés

.

J
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programs Iin Detroitp The most effective program has been t

X ] , /o T A, :
K R£2§5531_~Th- TPl frrkiy RN ERREEaN excellent program is the&-xun [ B
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A relle,, ‘ ‘
the organizing bar has been changingkx In the last few years, they !

!
! by the University of Detroit Law Schooly§ Urban Law Project. Even E
|
t

- bave had excellent presidents who have récognized the need Eéi pro- ‘

; : viding legal services to the poor. The organized bar also provided o

many lawyers for, defendants during the riots. T
¥

|

TheNLegal Services “RrogramsirxBrxxmit in Detroit have also been

“.r
S TS R

¥

! developing a bond project. The courts were at first reluctant to go

7/
along. Recently, their attitudes have been changing. Su&#l the Bt

N

S
predominent method for meeting a bond requirement iséthrough the use l

, ' of a bail bondsman. Bail bondsmen in Detroit wmxm work very closely A

with the judges of the court. To illustrate this point, Mr. Goodman - "

related an incident that occurred to him a few years ago. His Negro
gy
client was charged witgqmurder,,m&th*the~mu%dea of his wife. Mr. ‘

Goodman talked to the judge about getting his client, a working man,
released on‘bail, so that he could continue to work and earn money. )
He asked‘ﬁigwﬁ%&release the defendant on his personal recognizance.
| The judge refused, however, and set bail at $10,000, "which my client -
‘couldn't raise”. ZXg"I then talked to the bondsman, who said, 'Let

me talk to the judge'. The bondsman did and got the bond reduced

- to $5,000."” Bondsmen in Detroit kick back a part of their fees

2

n‘g;tg' e
o, aé&ﬁr:«;

Lbmy,
0}

5 % pred i
&Gﬁ“* S
PR

e St
el
§ st 4

N

; ~§(,‘EJZ

.

e
S




LR TS

v

3 b

A e

A AR oL s Sy 1

o | o -\

to the client's lawyer. Mr. Goodman said his practice is to return

-

-
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this portion to his client. However, he said, Jt is not the ordinary

[P AROARER A

practice of most lawyers. The bondsmen are also heavy contributors

bt b-_,
to the judges' campaigns. Th are inevitable where you have

My

.
e e Sy 0 it S

PR,

W Y -
bondsmen making mmmEyxmmkxmf their money out of the system,ﬂdeZ;f

Mr. Godpdman said he once wrote an artlcle, a Law Review {

SRS g,
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I Kt ae te weemt g onnse - e,
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1 artiéle, k wﬁic, citation he has now forgotten, on the value
2, o

et 'v..pk,,,-u P s Sy AR P Syt e AT N S

i on 1iberty in this couEE;y., -In- theory, we value freeddm, liberty,
| T X
, etc., véryuhlghly

e,
e - s Acms f itea

i at the bottom of our co
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ern.” The" real valuesin- the market plac
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’ is the monetary value. Ho much money 1s;1n liberty. These la

¥
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shrink from defendlng PEXEER persoﬁ s liberty in a criminal ac

I ""‘W RS S el
) ’ because very little mdney is 2>§ ved in so doing. Mr. ‘Goodman's
. T

| ‘ suggestlon 1s fo place a money valgg on liberty. The result would

_,....-u,.....———.—

' . ,- - ~,
! *«c,,_f ATy d__*_,_a..,u—""“ - s - '
| . be much tterﬂprotectlgn of a perso 's llberty and freedom:™ Mr.

7 L e

! Goodman went on to‘saﬁ t@at'kkn xx a ngqber of years ago the loss
) f

R
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result of'fﬁls the plalntlff s bar in the

' the besﬁﬁi;r in the world,” Put _the 'same. value on liberty and free-

L
- g
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diﬁ‘ and you would’have the .best .¢riminal lawgers you have ever seen.
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! The judiciary not only functioned during the riots as an

adjunct for the police department, but has done so for a long time

-

prior to the riots. For this reason, many&have suggested that no

judge should handle criminal cases exclusively. All judges should *
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handle both civil and criminal cases. The judges who handle just
criminal cases tend, after a while, to identify with the police
department.jﬂ&n # Detroit, the judiciary is identified with the
police, even insofar as the physical arrangements are concerned.
The court room, the prosecutor's office, the police department,
are all located in the same geographical area. Evemghmsthe=court

roomy-itsetfywpolicemen.are.in a room next to the judge...Iherpedsesutor

. .is talkine to the judge in his chamber;:the defendanbelookswonwdp

pYaReten

a YRS tHI SRS FE o Woltmdsamsraik. Only a strong judgexxaxxexiing
krxMxxx@rrdwany can escape becoming an adjunct mfxkhexdrpaxkmenk
Aot an
ornthe appearance of having become xke adjunct of the police depart-
ment. Mr. Goodman believes that Judge Crockett has. However, the
police do not like him because he treats the officers like he treats
any other witness, no better and no worse.??The key to the Negro's
struggle, not only in Detroit, but throughouyt the¢ rest of the countr
gie, y t /g ?r _? ‘ M)

Mo Q?gwiﬁﬂmA-g»u T atdy o4
is power. ThexMegxmxwikkxmmkkgrkxwhixs,''You can't get whites to

Y Zix LA; correef-
integrate with blacks because integration is,PmanE? The only way
it can be done is by development of a Negro nationalistic movement
&

of real power, so that Negroes can bargain as equals.é?hr. Goodman

then very hxiimX briefly;discussed the problem of housing in

Detroit. At one time he was on the Detroit Housing @ormission. He

believes that open occupancy legislation can have a very real effect

upon improvinﬁ,the lot of the Negro in Detroit. '"Let the whites
L gy . , Foser prsisr)

movey, sgangr. Goodman. In fact, azxxeiirxxkm accelerate iqnas

hoese
quickly as possible. For then, good hewse§ will open up for Negroes."
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Goodman also stated that the school situation in Detroit

was very bad. Because of time 1imitations he did not have time to ﬁ/’

%
o ,
| ¢ discuss it with us extmmeiweds. However, he did give =EXERE¥X UuS .
b :
E ZA copies of some briefs and complaints he had f£i%m# recently filed .
PoE N
. . . . . j
1 attacking de facto segregation 1n Detroit's schools. These papers L
1 i maibai ) ’ :JE
: are attached hereto as Exhibit Numbmemfne. ( L
; . ' i
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To: Mr. Nelson A

Frbm: Mr. Wilson

i Subject: Interview witlf Dr. Karl Gregory] As ant Professor of

i Economic at Wayne State University

Dk aaead ]

R RN s
.

{ Mr. Gregory stated that the two main problems of the black man

e

it —M*~~in~DetroitiﬁZ§%Ehat the white community would not permit the black

. A
man to pick his own leaders and'the white community practiced a kind

e SV U S,

gf economic colonialism within the black community.. He stated that

these problems were manifested in several ways: (1) poor police-

community relations, (2) inadequate housing; (3) inferior education,

. (4) economic insecurity.

Mr. Gregory contended that there has been a long history of

b TR

police harassment and brutality in the black community. As an

) illustration of this, he told us about an incident involving the

!gorthern High School bozggEE}gf a year or so ago. During that time
7ke

he was an advisor to these students'participating in that boycott. He

stated that the police and news media blasted the non-violent boycott

et fre leTer »
. . . by et
as "mobs moving in the streeti" During the boycott space, was- sought

and-—various—facilities to conduct the classes. The boycotters were ’

unable to find classroom space in a local hotel because the owner had

: al Ll
* been harassed by police and was afraid to make—space-available—toxx

>t‘h~e~756‘ycot~i:ersﬁ eese Aeo /Q.:/ér'/'/w:__) |

}o 1 “The previous harassment of this local hotel owner resulted

- A from the fact that the police had seen an interracial couple going

UL = 7= py,Conditrons Ecoromee — W. Bactice Economic Colonial 1sm
V== Foc, 57, ?0/23;‘ Fol. Hrrass Aste/ because OF Iyterracial Couple
Comwm. o .
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into the hotel. Alsc the student-leader of the boycott was arrested
o ———

and beaten by police zmmixx in the Mack Street, CurchovaFl Street area

b
T it st
r

3

where the small riot of 1966 had taken place. That disorder of 1966
5&4 ll.l-\/h.’é

is referred to in Detroit as the .Curchuwval- incident.

Gregory advised us that he had talked to a number of people

Ol 75 o T S
N B

involved in police brutality incidents and had a long list of

grievances.

e e B

He also stated that whenever neighborhood groups attempted

L Atol— et
g-abouwt—their

to organize and develop a program

RESE

P

particular problems, they could never get the program underway

because they would spend all of their time defending themselves from

I

o T

police harassment.

L S L

Gregory also recounted a personal incident in which he was

involved with the police as a result of an auto accident. He stated

that he was rudely treated and called "boy" by the police.

He also showed us photographs of the person whom he contends

—

was bayoneted b& police commanders on the first day of the recent

July disorders. As the incident was related to us, the victim was
Suind Al slulabstubahindg

drunk at the time and was standing on a corner haff leaning on a

mailbox or some other object. The police lined up aéQGES”the street
and started clearing the street by ﬁoving the crowd backwards along
12th St;eet. At the point where the crowd passed the place at which
"the victim waé standing, the victim, of course, did not move along with

them since he was iptoxicated.

-

L4

Gregory states that he was told the policeman pushed the man

down and when he attempted to rise and stand up, he was bayoneted in

-

2 i

-

s
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- the side and in the back. The photograph which was shown to us shows
was
‘the man lying on the ground with what/he described to us as hie

o
Hd s o B S ~

R R B
G e

ok

g L

e

intestines coming out of his mouth.

It should be noted here that although'attempts have been

%A

I
made, no one has been able to find out what eventually happened to

e s

this man. He has not been seen since and it is widely believed in

T the Negro community that he died although no riot deaths were reported

A | xR A o
:
i

e

P
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b

until the following day when a white woman was killed.

.

e

Gregory stated that the problem with the police force was not

Y - 7 % X L e
lack of good will or good intentions on the part of -Major—Roden, the

aAIner b 7Y v //ow ﬂ u/‘vﬂ"'
Police Commissioner, but rather discipline, oa—t . He noted ;

G

Ey

vy

ot

that there was a general lack of professionalism and an inability to

get policies made at the top carried through by the man on the beat.
A Lewthor, fe A elen ;W/alj esl Thpals of g g HLe Al tee ¢y ///,rcz/J//n&'
0&~§he~po¢ntnof.dlselpllnevahe-%ii%st?&ted—the dlfferencegurﬂ !

bt tivter HEINELan ¢ F Y
/\the Detroit Police Force and the regular army troops which were moved

Vo enm R,
™

N into Detroit in the mid-stages of the July disorder. We were told that -
| - there was not a single complaint of brutallty 1odged agalnstliﬁz :Zgular
army troops while hundreds of complaints were lodged against the

; Detroit Police‘Department and the National Guard. We were told that :
o there was an extremely intense hatred of the police in the black :

community because of real or imaged acts of police brutality.

Whether real or imaged, the belief that the policeman is ready

o jB to commit some violent act against any black man is ever—present in

the black community.
j -— c — Po w th PO / &F | - (A7 B N _?—_;;:i-:'~:.m"-.u =1
l;;,;zi # i ofen -~ 3 /Qbi%;bﬁﬁﬁrﬁ%plwnowéﬁ4
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It was Mr. Gregory's belief that the citizen has very little

redress against the police. He mentioned the|Police Review Board
————

"
}ﬁﬂﬁ; the Police Department and the State's Civil Rights Commission,
as totally ineffective tools/amd dealing with the police brutality

problem.

A
He said that sofie member of the State's Civil Rights

Commission had admitted to him that out of the many, many complaints

received by the State's/Civil Rights Commission), very little was

-
done in-the-fexm~ef-punishing officers who were involved in those

incidents.

He offered this example of the inequalities of justice within
the Police Department. He-meat-wnad ﬁﬁpolice,(w%ﬁ had accepted a
bribe of a bottle of iiquor/gﬁﬂ’was suspended;égggvg finding that he
was guilty offﬁi?g offgnse. While another police officer who had
committed a hideous act of brutality against the black man was not
punished at all.

He also told us that he had been told by a police recruit
that during the training period, policemen are told to always carry
a knife so that if perchance they should be involved in an incident
with someone they coulda% always throw the knife on the ground next
to the victim and claim they had acted in self-defense. '

He told us that a number of black officeré had quit the force'
because thg)f’chances of promotion are limited. Yet Mr. Gregory does
not feel that the answer to better police:community relations is to
increase the percentage of Negro policemen above the present‘approximate

five percent. f/¢4
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. . He pointed out that most Negro policemen will brutalize black
-_—tr

people even more than white policemen in order .to show that they are

=

not being partial to their o ace.
sﬂ/f(/’

On the subject of economic colonialism, Mr. Gregory poimted

out that virtually the entire black ghetto comsusity is owned by

whiteSand is completely dependent on white? He stated that the most

[
segregated aspect of American life is entice prevt Sl

All of the major financial institutions which are in the business of

advancing risk capital for the launching of any sort of business enter-

prise are controlled by whites and it is virtually impossible for a

Negro to obtain an advance of capital to start a business. He also
© start a m

'77,;/(: < 7t~u 7111«?/

for

contends that the black community suffers from

betrsse 17
food and all other consumer items_ and does not have the luxury of an

+i s/ie 1
alternative place of-shepping. To deal with this latter kind of "ex-

tortion" Mr. Gregory proposes setting up food buying clubs which would

later be expanded into cooperatives engaged in the purchase and dis-
tribution of all sorts of consumer items.

On another aspect of economic colonialism, Mr. Gregory stated

A whern
that the Negro has to payA;acial tax }6 trying to obtain housing. He

conceded that a fairly large percentage of the housing in the Negro

ﬁf/ Akt
community is OWner-occupled‘)bafzéfﬁz;j;¢’3t in terms of comparative
df The Z¢’/’“’z‘ feme - 0 tv »7

value); ““the Negro had-paid dear for homep’whlch—are*owned~by—biack31

On the subject of employment, Gregory contended that a

~

majority of Negroes are relegated to low-paylng menial jobs and that

o i nit ths 1+ 'Tkl*“/ zz
there are wvery few undts _gad showplaces with no, function than berng”
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visable. Stgg;gzzzgzzhgﬁ% pointed out thag}ﬁhe city of Detroit pro-

vides a disproportionate number of jobs to suburbanites. In this

(PR SRS
;

regard, he stated that 14% of the people who live in Detroit work in

il

Turning ;

the suburbias while 29% of the suburbanites work in Detroit.

i g S5

to the question of selection of leadership, Mr. Gregory said that the

the ’
black community is well aware of the fact that sceiety's rewards 7«” tse -fy

Py ™ mars
under the present system.are handed out by the white werdds The lead- .

ership in the black community is determined by the white power l ;

bhotds F el S B
structure which whetes the goodies. -Em—thematter, the so-called T

Serespenit s o o

3 "Negro leaders" emerge by bent of the fact that they are willing to

TR AT e g &‘gA

M

play the game and say to%he white man what the-~white-man wants to

Sy P

hear. These so-called leaders are awarded and cheered at functions K

such as the City Awards Banquet which was held during the time the

Rsts- e

Xoge

team was in Detroit. K

//? It is Gregory's contention that theayhi£g=gg§g£:§§£g;tﬂfe is
chosen .

basically magochistic. It displays and CvteAT> its/black leaders

T F R i

in times of peace, but when a crisis arises, these leaders cannot -

- -

communicate with the masses and they, have become completely irrevelant

However, once the crisis is passed the white power structure continues
to view these people as the ones with whom they should deal in terms
of what is to be done in the black community.

On the subject of schools and education, Mr. Gregory stated

that rebellions such as the one which occurred at A se v Jr.

~

| . . . ‘
r /:ﬁfgﬁ:gfﬁggigwhlle the team was in Detroit are due to several factors.

First,the quality of education in the Detroit public schools turns a —

child off at the second or third grade level. Gregory contended that

Tr-6 ~Comm 2)@/} Y —;4/« Zec{z{eﬂ%«/ ﬂer@ﬂme{/lz W,
Tt Commn2 BY, ol — InCr1sis Jl, Joadovs (amno? Cead
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a child is physically beaten down W@etroit public schools C’;—?’é

‘:lgfiu ,

:Ew{ . . . & ' : ;:Z‘

N still permit paddllng) Bntil he's old enough to strike back, he
L4 :

ji Wstrikes back, he is then labelled uneducaéa{g/m#‘ and pushed out
i of the school system. Secondly, Gregory contends that the vandalism
;! 5 ‘

ol such':that which occured at Arer ‘tff_"/may very well have been a

'j‘; JW"']/ - l“’v’(/
‘ result of school children seeing the damage caused din-the riot drawing
4 71 — n

the conclusion that peaceful attempts to change the school system

fart

' A pt 2te
just won't work. Thereshad=been ;l_/ko é,wu : o-
T

AN .
) : duced very Li-ttte-in-the-way—of results. It is his contention that

the students are seeking alternatives to the present educational set-

£ a A S on

A’#/*
up. Thirdly, Me~GFEgory feels that the attitudes of the teachers
are an important index of the quality %tbe educational system. He

contends that discipline has become the main goal and function of the
. -ff.,c/fl/\/ﬁ"&"' et $¢ W L . - v
teacher because, ef=the serious/yovercrowgﬁg_ggi—}:afg-e-eéze—erf many a/ A
Lie S¢ /ﬂ’)/"‘ M- C{;{//{)/‘bvf
classesﬂ.:ﬁ}}ﬁiﬂcategorized' white and Negro teachers into four distinct

eyt e oy i i i b AT

groups. (1) The white middle class teacher who trys to impose her

pape s

T ' W
values on the ghetto child. An example of this would be 4 white
.
[ teacher who asks a child what his father does for a living. The child

answers that his father is a brain-surgeon or something of that sort.

She doesn't believe the child and the other children in the class start

to snicker because they know that @a:s’&p%whr child doesn't even

know who his father is. This white middle class teacher finds it

i difficult to conceive of a child not knowing who his father is and

M L

certainly not knowing ’the father does for a living. The child
/6-0:”‘:/(/’ i . .
a his.peers know that he does not know his father feei~ridieuled-because
He faijz.(@; The A<Atlic~ 565"444"‘—:!/%.—"
they have laughed at him, beca}::;a she's asked the-questiem—As-this.
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‘é‘ Apoint_Gregory contend chlld becomes a psychological drop- 7
% out i = {§£15§;:é teacher ‘ i -3 * ' £
: \-;’_% — [ sy & A . :

varrs

&/e
e who feels that the majority of black children are uneduca%é;ﬁﬁ;—

and makes no effort to motivate the child This ;Zézé,of teacher

simply carries the child along until he is old enough to quit school .

or be pushed out. He—states Tthat Negro teachers AI3o TATI TUtS two ( ,
' (3) 72 Neorw Tt retar” .
Sategories: ne—ig—eemposed oitire-Negro-~teachers who have escaped

the ghetto‘ané:hemfeelswthat»theywmay@be;quite;detnimentat:fﬁ“fhe”
) e A

wdevelopment:of bhtack:children. Thls_ggrkﬁﬁf teacher is now comfortabl?

Cstp b/ Sheet 100 :
and.the middle class and resents the daily reminder that she was once .

TR
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s
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like the little black children sitting in her class.  This resent-

Rl

N

L i
g ment may be manifested to the child by verbal abuse or by obvious lack 1
i3 cholels A e ¢ 1l e P o i
of any genuine interest in theawelfare.o£—the~eha&£kfm~b:s=edwcat10n 1:

(4) —— E x

The-sgcond.categoryrof fhe Negro teachers &szﬁharacterlzeﬁt as=those” . o

who are extremely proud of the fact that they are black. This sort |

e Ao U S

et . (] . . . ] 3 :
¥ of teacher feels that it is her responsibility to instill race pride ,

A o3 2 &%, )

in any black child in her/;h&idjandsﬁh ﬁZBerefore, demands of the

PR

‘ black child a higher standard of performance than would ordinarily |

be required. She is extremely hypercritical and constantly places v ,

atle f

3
y
j the child under the pressure of not belng to make even little mlstakes.
j
i
!
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr, Nelson

From: _ Wilson

Subject: Continuation of the Karl Gregory interview

4“»» It is Mr. Gregory's contention that this sort of black national-

’

ist strain warps the child's development as much as the sense.of in-

r

feriority which is instilled by the detached middle class teacher.types:

4 Gregory stated that as an economist, he has long been concerned with

the fact that the inner-city does not get its fair share of state aid.

In this regard he noted that many people felt that with :re-districting

stetes
the rural areas would lose power over theA pursestrings and that the

cities would gain it, However, he stateg that the inner city did not

Thezc sréts
pick up any seats in the legislature in the re-districting. Fhey went

‘ Zo
instead to the suburbs which are as hostile towaré the inner city as

A/ﬂ/l(/- l’\Ct")‘Vo
the rural areas were-heretofores

¢
’

’/rv metld A 7"“\/
Gregory contends thaL the present systemof allocatlng state a1d

to local school systems takes no cegnizance of the need factor. This

was explained as follows. The ghetto Negro children from broken homes
obviously need more programs and services in order to have an educa-
& IS .
tion Aequal to that of middle class suburban children. He suggested
nr V/{i“,

that _the only,these services and programs could be provided would be
to build the need factor into the state allocation formula. He told
us that at present, state aid to education is based on a formula which

looks only £6 the amount of local support for education. It is his

t
:
|

-/ - /ygm// EA, ‘“ﬁ%ﬁ/dﬁl//Ld?[/é
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contention that this formula does not take into account the fact that

residents of Detroit pay many eerts of taxes which are not paid by

residents of suburban and rural communities.

’

In further éxplanation of this point, Gregory stated that Wayne

County has the second highest property tax of any county in the state.

In addition, residents of the city of Detroit which is +2eHin Wayne
County_pay a city property tax, _t%* county property tax, a school dis-
S PN ~&
trict millage, and a city income tax, whereas many , suburban cosffmuni-
T sy a sehie b dibpnie b TEX ErTE o
ties Wﬁ s-m;:ls.y a county property tax,whn&mzpambéwlomr

.m-mu.\whz ,(.;&s,w,»« -

i (oo )

«t-haﬁ: ne»»z&cmn,tyi; e

b EFiTpetax: Lt is therefore

Mﬁ/ s-“’ é” wadn A""‘"‘" 2 s st L L -
easier for the county to assess,a hlgh”gchool district tax and -ebeain 9‘?‘*"
’([ma /m, A L J‘/wbx.cf 174 s grecn 13 = i
oLe maed state aid than Isserrmragdabel a.the city of Detroit

A £ 5 el

. Heg et x
(arfd Ty - PEL el L ETURL. sZFE

Gregory stated that it is because of the already burdensome tax

-

structure in Detroit that the additional millage which has been pro-

-

posed in recent elections to support the schools has been defeated.

CA s Fr”
He also set forth several other .f.ae!ae%s for the defeat of the addi-—

during 77« Nlpt
tional millage/mm' recent elections. One was that the nonghetto dweller,

cially the middle class whites, sent their children to private

ta Thorefanty The veteelsgocys?

schools rather than Detroit public schools. aandatrbmﬁwe wgre unw1111ngL ol
" . 4, >

to pay additional taxes to support the public schools and-voted—egainst ‘64':;

T At R AL parer O L) F - ot =

themittage., Alse-many—of-the East European whites wh-rch~11ve in the

outlying areas of Detroit send their children to school },n) suburban

gehrtt Ly
areas and therefore would not vote for a millage to support the public
o Deliedd

schools da—tietcityof-Petroit: -

T 3-- oo St., Man bon., L g/@.«wm/e(/% %
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Another factox was that the issue'was stated on the ballot in

such a manner that it was confusing to many people who might have

. 7‘7!/4—{//'} P
voted in favor of the additional millage. Annzhur:%&etonswasetha«lack
of voter edunatwon ofﬂresidents of the inner cit .ﬁﬁ“ﬂd normally

- Je(ﬁ'g"ﬁ L] )
have voted in favor of the mlllage Mr. Gregory é;plalned-égg%fin the
A

following manner. He stated that many inner city dwellers when faced
with a long and confusing ballot simply voted for the particular names

that they knew and did not be@hem:eae@ing&any-vote at all on issues

stated at the bottom of the ballot.
AL a gt
A final facfor was the movement of many young married couples

with children out of the city of Detroit into the suburbs 1eeving many
- e
older people in the city Wh2<hé€ no children in the public schools and

?c(x” ) ’ )
who /z{% no obligation to support the public schools by additional
taxes on their property.

Mr. Gregory had the following comments with regard to the dis-~

order of late July. He advised us that in the late morning or early

afternoon on Sunday, July 23 he received a call that a tailor shop
R >

owned by his father on 12th Street was. being_looted. He went ‘down to

aad ALt j““wﬂuftLéfﬁ?ﬁwa’
12th Street to check thlg,dﬁi and while walkln%ﬂtoward his father's

tailor sho

~

“thest¥6ad about a Negro man who had, been bayoneted by the polices - At
first, he said, he thought this was simply a rumor but as he heard it
on corner after corner he realized that there must have been some

truth in it, Later he obtained photographs of the body and of an

unidentified policeman who had allegedly done the bayoneting. He was

-
(R e o by
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later told that a kind of carnival atmosphere prevailed on 12th Street
until the rumor of incidents such as the bayoneting spread. When he
was on 12th Street he stated that police commandos with rifles and
fixed bayonets were standing shoulder to shoulder across 12th Street
looking as if they dared the crowd to move toward them. It was Gregory's
statement that the posture of the police seemed to be challenging the
manhood of people in the crowd., The police looked extremely hostilg.
They were practically all white and \to Gregory /ppearedito be an

“occupying forcé: In contrast he stated that later in the week the
regular army troops on the east 31de were much more amlcable, less
A,VJM fc[e?/ 0"‘14-9.;’ ’
threatening, “tallked toﬁ&ﬁlldreqa showedrthem their‘equipment when th%74
IS
ehiiﬂfgﬁaasked what certain things were. The National Guard, Mr.
Gregory stated, were worse than the Detroit city police. He charac=-

terized them as "trigger happy." b

During the time that he was on 12th Street on Sunday, Mr, Gregéry

stated that the police were inattentive to looting possibly because

they were under orders not to shoot. Gregory suggested that the police
may have adopted the attitude,“if we can't shoot to hell with it. He
contends that the major parf of the police.force at this time was

being used to guard certain utilities and major stores. It is his
feeling that regular army troops were deployed to the East Side because
this area had the greater potential for racial confrontation between
blacks and the low-income, East European community of Northeastern

Detroit. Also, on the East Side there had been conflict the summer

before between police officers and the black community and the police

Tl 23, B Tynwed bt
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European Birchite

o YA

may very well have wanted to avert another confrontation of this sort.

-5 -

In commenting on the white reaction to the July disorders, Mr.
Gregory divided the white community into several distinct groups:

(1) the low-income, ghetto dwelling white (2) the "out-of-touch”middle

class suburbanite“.(B) the middle class liberal (4) the low-income.ﬁ%ast

type.. He advised us that each group had a dif-
. I]' -
ferent mxrEmef~ response to the July disorders andwtﬁese responses

varied as a result of the roles played by each in the disorder. The -

low-income, ghetto dwelling white identified with his black neighbor
~ ﬁ/M‘
24
because in the forays by police and National Guardi@he indiscriminate

spraying of houses with machine gun fire, the white ghetto dweller was

ot B v 16d1m—

as much a xvietim-of-this—sert—of—thing as the black man. Also, the

low-income, ghetto=dwelling whites participated with their black
C oy, P g then fiae s
neighbors in the looting. 4a‘he detached middle and upper class subur-’

banites saw the disorders as acts of hoodlumism, They apathetically
snuggled back into their world and assured themselves that the rioters

wewkdxke were only a small proportion of thé black community and that

—f ' :
that*p;:gz;eien‘would be punished. The middle class liberal still did

not completely panic. He felt, however, that he had lost his function

.

because he could no longer feel that he spoke for poor whites and Ne-.
. 4 -

groes. The low-income, East European-Birchite types looked for a

rallyiné point from which to prepare for physical confrontation with

the blacks whom they feel are trying to take over everything. It is

\

»

/ 3
from this group that JTopsinger|has drawn his following.
Mr. Gregory interpreted Lopsinger's ploy as one of arousing

and frighteping his fanatical following to the physical threat
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takeover of their community by the black man., Jopsinger states that

whites will be ready next time when the blacks come after them.

A

Gregory told us that Lop51nger ] meetlngs were characterlzed by th

ial s St A r v ‘("F""i/

racist harangues 2of Lop51nger dr—aw attempts to eest” the entire black

revolution yﬂﬂsome sort of international communist conspiracy, gaz¥

Thieee AN p b e EAL

folloWed by 'a rather pathetic speech by a teenage Negro agreeing gen-

erally with Lopsinger andjﬂuﬁia demonstration by a member of the

L PRt Ol AN 4

National Rifle Association ;ézﬁemthe optlmum.andqsgeeaémn~use of cer-
,‘_//’—'_\

tain sorts of weaponry.

Nemsnamemammnsrm e e

Gregory feels that the extremes of the reactionary plans of

%

e

groups like LoPSinger's gﬁé exposed when Lopsinger in the cow se of

a

xhe television interview appeared to be visibly shaken when the inter-

/“/) oL Lo ﬁﬁr.‘/ 2 lloe. ol

R T L

‘viewer asked hlm,whether or noEABreaktﬂrough which—is—the—operation
_gh@LmLepsingev=haég had compiled a list of black militants who would\

be assassinated during the next outbreak of violence in Detroit.

-~

~—

is Gregory's feeling that such a list has been compiled and that there

VZzz

will be an attempt to execute,if and when there is renewed violence

.

in Detroit., It should be pointed out here that Mr. Gregory feels that

unless conditions change drasticallygzgiickly there will be renewed

P—

violence.

INTERVIEWER'S EVALUATION

Karl Gregory is a very articulate young Negro economist and pro-

fessor of economics. He is associated with the militant camp in the

city of Detroit, and serves as advisor to various groups in the black

‘
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community on economic and educational matters, Mr, Gregory has been

active for a number of years in civil rights activities and once

headed the Washington, D.C. chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality.
If the Commission wishes to study the economic plight of the black

man in the city of Detroit, I think that Karl Gregory would make an

excellent witness,

b

< e
= e

N e

St el

v

S S




h
enrtor

3 R

x

PR

i s i a2

o .

o edi L T an, Jenaele

e et % ot r o

v

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Wilson /?
From: WMr. Walter Dukes

Subject: Mrs. R. Grubbs, a social service complaintant

Mrs. Grubbs has three children in a foster home. She is living
common law with a man. She petitioned the juvenile court to release
kex them to her care after a period of ten con tinuous years of living
within the framework of law and establishing a home with her common law
husband. She deisfgg to marry this man but doesn't have legal recourse

to}in that her husband refuses consent. The court refuses to because%

of her status with this man to grant her custody of xkex her children.

She priorly had cohered to all mandatory requirments.of the court and

. W' a L—éf e et
feels now that the social é%iﬁﬁ%%i% of the g%? needs redressed. She

advocates violence against the social structure and wished to strike

out against it. When asked if she felt if the separation of the races

ﬁe?\

!M’

would benefit%ishe extended the comment that anything would benefit

-
her which would change the conditions and effects’today..

S v
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM /2;7
To: Mr. Wilson

From: Walter Dukes

Subject: Interview witthice-President Gullen\ Wayne State University
e~ -

A
Vice-president Gullen is moderate conservative thinking white

man living in the community of Detroit and he feels that the social

. . . . . ?,/.« LF el LT 2
order in Detroit needs revamping to confirm with the Ta¢TTitries ‘at hand.

His view of the problem lies in the reverse of most, the intervention

] THE OTHe e CEalsSe S Gl A
of new concepts have left a gapf@%%ﬁéen»the mechanical and physical

dr S
capacities as well as the functions of the lower income person. He 'lost
will
belief in the mystic form of real principles and affect and react only

to that which he feels and believes are convianient. The social order

therefore has to be revamped to give him the facility and the substance

N VY VR P R R -
Foed AR L WERLLITE S8R e Se Gl

"7/ ’;‘A )
which will turn him back to“&ﬁébprinciplesﬁﬁ%hich~hm;pm&sr£aithuin»andw
L RJCHT
woich he,feels are really and truly beneficials The complexities of

operations have to be simplified. The communication level has to be
simplified, The elements in our society have to be simplified for this
individual. Otherwise he will remain in his idealistic state and con-
tinually be a responsibility of the other elements of the community.

He is in a position of being dangerous simply because he holds the

of Aot Gty

bitterness towards the state®and in ordervtc free himself or release

himself of this he will eventually have to resort to destructive action,-y

~

activity and his actions probably will take the form of destructixey ,

oA

,ﬁhéﬁgﬁfs. Whether these thoughts will be inflicted by group methods
OR- IND Iy rpu# [Y .
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will depend solely on what type of facilities are available to him and
which way these facilities will lead him. The past conflict against
the social order presented an ideal view of how unreasonable the acts
of this type of person can be., Therefore it is behooving to all of us

to think more of what this individual feels mmixwkax than what we
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R I DU

o b -
R e et T4 e tan, o

*«nrw*mn«-ﬂ"""

tion to our concepts and our standards. Therefore I feel the only

solution to many educational and social problems would be just simplici-

. .

ty. The violation bf laws is minor by the middle or lower income indi-

'

vidual when one is hungry.ardxazxsurkxtkry Law enforcement needs to
take a view and consideration of the state of the person and maybe use

a philosoph§ of preventive actioq as well as most of our social and wel-

fare agencies,
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To: Mr. Nelson .

From: Wilson .

' ;
Report based on an interview with Pr. Sally Cassidy, Professorsz ‘é
i

Subject:

wlﬂ}'at Wayne State University and founder—of—the cEganidation— L

fgyﬂ—"‘ﬂﬁnes By CREistmas Frc )2 &C |

AT et T K £ e b e
.

~ e

At a luncheon meeting on Monday, October 16, 1967, Dr. Cassidy
: St ape e By (hiesfomin
] ~gave us the background and present success of thiqprogram. It is the )

“aim of this program to find housing for families who werfe burned out

L
+

during the July disorders. Dr. Cassidy stated that she and her staff

of volunteers,pomposed mostly of suburban housewives, were surprised t

Pl .
learn that not more thandtwo families have expressed an interest in g

; moving to the suburbs. In fact, she mentioned that one house was avail- ]i

Grrsre :
able in Groves Point¢ but that no one was interested in moving into that !

gty

Ao

area. She told us that homes are located through a variety of channels.

ol J“‘””""'Zhh
Homes are made to realtors, written appeals are made to groups, urches,
m,,‘,*okrml’ T he o CA) IS S

’ to the suburbam -and urbes home owners, and information about property

e

N "1‘, R

~
24
availablejéﬂ sale is telephoned to the group headquarters- whrehwits"
located in Mrs. Cassidy's home. ‘Once a home is located and a family
expresses an interest in purchasing it, the Homes By Christmas program
: | . pays or helps to pay the down payment or arranges for loans to the
prospective purchaser from banks where the prospective purchaser would
) ordinarily not be able to obtain credit. " She advised usAthe group is
- seeking rental and purchase property throughout the metropolitan area.qdi,/ »

A
o
The goal of the organization is to obtain dwelling places for thd" 170

‘-——_\

I

families who are known to have been burned out during the July disorders.
—




i, ~ - GY

These homes hopefully will be located before Christmas. She pointed out }

that one of the difficult aspects of the project was to find the kind of ‘

"

1244 :
homes the families wanted in the areas where they wanted to loegfe. The :
sincerity of this group's efforts}/qﬁéigéiﬁﬂﬁggfto satisfy the families
and thus avoid the necessity of making temporary ﬁoves, is contrasted . ,2

sharply with the attitude the Director of Housing for the city of // '
. - L .

Detoit, Bob Knots. - Dr. Cassidy told us that immediately after the %MfTe”

disorderﬂ'ﬁhﬁﬁ/she asked the Housing Department if it could help the
ot
group to find homes, Mr. Knots' only suggestion, that the displaced per-
) -fmf)%muw{bg/ i ’ ;

sons could be permitted to live in city-owned condemned housing.tem=
)

a2 4 i e

) waaféig. On the other hand, Dr. Cassidy stated that the group had
: tpenr
. received invaluable help from the Board of Education in EZf attempt to
locate all of the families whose homes were burned out. However, Dr.

Cassidy criticized the school system for refusing to give merchandise

vouchers to the children of those families whose homes were burned out.
s

For lack of clothing, these children have been staying out of school. 7

The school enrollment has decreased markedly because these children ‘gw
and many others have not registered, and the result has been a lowering E
of the per pupil allocation of state aid to the Detroit public school
system. Apparently the school system has explained that if théy got

increased state aid, they could give the clothing vouchers to these

children, but these children cannot come to school without the clothing.

Therefore, the school system does not get increased state aid, and thereby .

. .

the system and the children are caught in a vicious cycle.

o e o
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Although Dr. Cassidy did not elaborate on the sources of financial
support for her project, she did mention the fact that Joseph Hudson's pew
Detroit committee had given her group $7400. Private contributions were

-
e ll— .
mentioned as a prime support of funds. The program had placed three
families in new homes at the time that we talked with Mrs. Cassidy. Zh=

Krkiawir

i Interviewer's Evaluation

. Dr. Cassidy is a white woman in her mid 50's. She seems to have
a number of influential contacts among‘gyz white business and profes-

sional groups. She also seems to be extremely concerned with the wel-

44&9-41/*n4/’2;

fare of the ghetto Negro.gh#” empathizes with him in his disaffection AL

ler " 23 ad . - -
e ;tcm.«.sx _5&'&- Aoy A lotred U s hta-n ﬁlﬂ\) 2t & /(AA{*‘ !
beqausingf'the inattentiveness of the power structure, e the problems Cﬁ%

of the displaced family. Attached to this repor; are the following ,
prt I/t, }W'/l-‘ S & e o ’7"){” i ’ (‘-{!p{
weﬁhm 7

exhibits: a newspaper account ~of a Negro who bywﬁhe&Homes

,/r‘.ff' L
E@ Christmas;%&,gg%ain*awhomex (This exhibit is marked Cassidy-Exhibit A);
a progress report on the activities of the program updated to October

S et
16, 1967, marked Cassidy Exhibit B; a_iz%éf‘distributed by the Homes'ﬁ§

Christmas project, marked“Cassidnyxhibit C; an explanation of the

organization of the group and the criteria for family assignments,

together with a letter appealing for suburban support, marked Cassidy~

Exhibit D.
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! INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson -

Subject: Interview with one of the members of the Common Council of i
Detroit. His name is Hood. He is the only Negro on the o
Common Council. The interview was conducted on October 12 | 1
by James Rachard and Tom Popp. ( :

!

@ ¢

I From: James Rachard and Tom Popp
i

{

!

'!

o e m e = !

% We went to a meeting of the Common Council of Detroit‘out of

; | - e
. T~ which we léarned nothing, and met with|Councilman Hood |at the con- B
i } .

el -

clusion of the meeting. Hood felt that during the riot in Detroit !

B I

there was a breakdown in command. The Detroit headquarters just

«

didn't know from the start what was happening. The riot started

S e

off with a lawless element, Councilman Hood said, rather vaguely.

e

B PPN

Sy

| After that the revolutionaries moved in and it was too late to stop

the riot. Councilman Hood felt that the police should have moved i

into the situation immediately with tear gas and with all of the ‘ g1

"
sk

power that they could, to stop the riot, but that they were just

i S

' asleep at the switch and this is why they didn't do it. '

B S

The Councilman to%?\us that they didn't think a riot would
i
happen in Detroit because, they had made fairly good strides in employ-
T o
- ment; Fhe top government officials were responsive to the needs of
7 A

B
\

3) :
the people, andkchurch groups were moving together to respond to " , }
A Wewevey |
human need, as well. But—that these strides in human relati ons, had
7N b

P
oy

i

F o

.
e

AT

&

e v st bty T s e mrecie

Julled the)officialdom to sleep. ’Tn all of our Effortsf the Council-
- *hﬁl'ué
man said, 'We forgot about the guy at the bottom, , who has not be
Tk
- reacheqx——ﬁewts:the«eneﬂwho has no place to go but up."

. We asked the Councilman how this man could be reached, and his |

/

WD ROt N oview of 6V AT Tie Bolion ;  :
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answer was that nobody is reaching him. Community organization, where
it exists, is mostly for the purpose of community organization, and not

C\eaae
might be reaching this sort of man,

for the people. Reverend
the Councilman felt, but he himself, that is the Councilman, was not
a street worker, and was not reaching the people in the way that a oy ‘
) sasd . Boed 3
street worker can. This job has to be done by street workers,Aané-
*—*&l\,\,\g Cleaoe. whs
Ehatis*whywhe~fe%t,thatKGraig might be the one was was reaching this
st 8 s vole of NG T . ”,
element. WV The role oﬁAe ected official, said the Councilman, is to
keep lines of communication open, not only locally, but in the Federal
Government as well. We have to have our reports first hand, he-saidi
The Federal Government should have the initiative to start anti-povefty
R\
programs. We asked Councilman Hood how he thought the Federal Govern=-
ment could most appropriately help in the situation and he listed

% |

four points:" (1) There have to be more massive housing programs. The

population is simply too dense in Detroit. There has to be a speed up

in the lump sum grant to the cities. Under the current arrangement -
there is usually a three year delay from the time a city applies for

housing project money until the time when it receives it. This time ‘
is simply no longer available, the Councilman fe1t°¢1(2) There ha;fi§?¥

be more jobs. The government has to spend its money in re-training

and training péople to work. q(3) There has to be greater representa-

tion in government for Negroes. Government has to be able to listen

.to the complaints which Negroes are making, and this is not being

done now. (4) The police department relationships have to be improved.
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™le in Detroit", said the Councilman, '"thought we were making great

o

& b et 4 b g

strides in this area, but we now must disabuse ourselves of that

o e, oot s e

thought. The police department's relationship with the Negro communy-

ty is 'lousy'? There is a basic racism within the police department,

N

2 et sty

Ceunciiman-Hood-felt. Also, the department itself is a closed

. 7
societys These men are alt friendsK mostly with one another, both

e

socially and on the job.\

’ "Afi ‘additional point which the Councilman made was that there

o

S A

] 1 j
has to be a provision for risk capital in the Negro community. The- A by
R

white person can go to the bank and get a loan because of the peoplei .

o p

he knows, but a Negro person cannot. Cau&ei&man«@a&e«aisnmfe%tnthaﬁ; R

wutst . R E

there has—te be more registration and voting by Negroes. When this IS Wu¥ e 53
. W\ €. ( ‘

Adsalt possible under the present circumstances, said he, "Ehe Federal %%?
Government ought to send in Peace Corps-type people who are ex- P
Y §: E

perts in teaching Negroes what their civil liberties are.” 1

We asked what the effect of the riot had been on the community

as a whole, and the Councilman said that he felt it had scared some

white people out of their lethargy. This is the end of the interview

Heod
with Councilman Pade.
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Detroit L. T
Interviewer: John J. Ursu
Interviewee: Joseph Y- Hudson, Jr. and Joseph Bianco, Chairman and. ’

Deputy;Exac 1ve~pirector, respectively, of the New

Detroit Committee

Mr. Hudson is, according to his personal aide, Mr. Walter Crow,
a very busy man. He was unable to spare us more than twenty minutes.
. ' z
Mr. Hudson did say that he has been so occupied with talking about v

what thel|New Detroit Cicmmil_tjig/kzill try to do that it is cutting into ’

~ -----—the-available time to do it.

"New Detroit'" was a riot-inspired idea, and during the riot week

Mayor Cavanqﬁ@h and Gov. Romney appointed Mr. Hudson to the chairman-
See L{Ju\cisah Ex. Aoxd B. | |
ship. The other members have been chosen from the entire sector.\ There
. A ‘

are nine Negroes on the committee -- 2 women, 3 militants, 2 establish- i

ment types, I minister and a representative from NAACP., The major

industrial concerns in Detroit are represented b, their presidents or
board chairmen. The committee has been broken down into\five subcom-
mittees which are described in the attached matexials,

The éirst significant move by the Committee has been its spon-

\
J
sorship of broad open-housing legislation. The Michigan State Legis- ¢

lature is presently in special session and, hopefully, will treat the

proferred bill. The committee has been able to marshall the lobbyists
who work for the giant Detroit corporations for support for the bill,

This is a rather extraordinary event, since, in the past, public spir-
ited industrialists have given their money to support various drives,

but never have they made a loan of their political power.

Mr, Hudson is an impressive and vigorous man. He is approximately

37 years old and quite articulate, His reluctance to talk about "New

e+t i ot St
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Detroit" is understandable since the organization has had little time :

T T ST

to accomplish anything, /
Joseph Bianco has been loaned to the staff of New Detroit by the .

- |

accounting firm of Touchy), Ross, Bailey & Smart. He customarily works .

in their management consulting division and has degrees in accounting

and economics. He told us that New Detroit meets as a committee of | Co

e e
i

the whole every two weeks. The five subcommittees and task forces meet

G
g
TS

once a week. One may get some idea of the nature of their interests by 53
) 'Ste Hl}-‘(ﬁ,{}f}m EX.‘DMJE:. ‘!75"
reading the two attached copies of meeting agendas. < il Il T e %

Foertheir priorities, sea Ex,C ,
. . New Detroit does not consider itself to be a permanent body. i

et

R )"w;lv:wv‘vk\~a 5.

7,

However, it will (or hopes to) form new permanent groups for specific

AR VIS

problems. For example, there has already been established a Small

Business Development Corporation to work with and supplement the Small o

TR
o TR TSR ey

ST wnpH .

=

Business Administration. The group hopes to be successful in creating

! a viable class of Negro small businessmen,

e s

Mr. Bianco says that the New Detroit Committee functions with

-

the philosophy that the people and businesses of Detroit can do the

most to solve the city's problems.

Evaluation
We spent so little time with representatives of New Detroit that 1
it is not possible to judge whether the Commission would benefit from

hearing anyone first hand.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

: To: Mr. Nelson
E- From: Mr. Wilson
;% Subject: Interview WithfStewgrt House’an Norvel Harrington
; both are presently employed as in TS ror the ‘
' - _Wayne County Suburban Legal Services Corporation, and !

work out of the Highland Park, Michigan office. ' |

P

T

House and Harrington began the discussion by characterizing !

i

~———— == the July rebellion as a black reaction to white inaction, rather than

TN o RO

as an offensive action by any one group. They feel that it was a

om

irning to the white power structure that it has the option of either

changing the system to allow the black man power over his own

!
| sophisticated
21 community’or it must in the future expect a more/smphizrakzsd and
¥ - —

P tructive rebellion.

Pof — —

2 e e

Harrington is a recent high school gradvate, 18 years of age,

t

.
! who wlile-a~student~-was quite active in student affairs. He is at

-

1 present a member of the New Detroit Committee and is considered one

' og_EE? young militants on that committee. Harrington is also active

in a number of other student groups and black militant groups.

In discussing the inadequacies and poor quality of the
i educational system in the inner city, Harrington contended that the
Highland Park High School from which he was graduated was quite

... superior to the average Detroit high school. It was his assessment

at a student in the Detroit schools would get an "A" £xmm for the

[ — L4
EJ

>

same quality of work for which a student in the Highiand Park gchools

ould receive a "C". He further condemned the educational system,as

=D \Q\d\'(u,o’m:i%?r oF i N. WKENING—

Ny

| -1—A- EbucsiioN QUALITY 7 INFeRIng. \D WEHLAND QW ,
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it operates in the ghetto, for educating the ghetto child only to the
extent that he can possibly find a job as a manual laborer and thus
become trapped in the $80 to $90 per week sélary bracket for the rest
of his life.

As an index of the lack of willingness of the school system to

¢
AV ELL v, Y g’-‘«i .
provide effective special programs, Harrington referred to two special

courses which were recently instituted at Northwestern High School.

In one these courses, Northwestern students are being trained to

t

operate and program for the IBM 1401 computér. Harrington told us
that he had been told that the 1401 computer will be obsolete within
five years.n

C;;'contrast to what is happening at Northwestern, Harrington
stated that in the Detroit suburb of Grosse Point, a special program

fRen

was instituted in computer design. Thé;fpecial course referred to by
Harringfon was one in landscape gardening.which he described as a
glo?ified course of teaching youngstersix how to be better yard boys.
We were told that the drop out rate in the predominately Negro
high schools in the inmer city is fantastic. Harrington estimated that
the drop out rate exceeded 50 percent in some of these schools from the
time the class entered ninth or tenth grade to the time they graduated.
Of the approximate 50 percent who graduate, Harrington stated that only

1/3 could expect to receive jobs within six months after graduation.

ONly a very small percentage of the graduates could expect to gain

~
L4

adriission to college.
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Mr. House described the educational system as exclusive. By
this, he stated he meant that students who were determined by the
teacher to be incapable of learning had little attention paid to them
after.such.a.decision-was-made and that the real educational effort
was directed toward an exclusive group of students. The only attention

a
that might be paid to/student who has not demonstrated a great capability

for learning would be if that particular student became a disciplinary

tioe e - problem. - -If-so he would be suspended for a =kirg slightest infraction

of the rules. Mr. House described this as the push_out problem in the
Detroit public schools.
When asked whether or not there was a serious problem of

over-crowding in class sizes, Mr. Harrington responded that there was
«H\.—o«‘}” arra.

a problem in those—areas but the most serious problem of the Detroit

public schools was one of poor administration. In this regard, he

referred to the jnorthern High School boycotEbe the 1965-66 school

year in which one of the chief demands of the boycotters was the
removal of the principal, of~Nexrthexnlligh-Scheel,
stated
One of the interviewees/that a game called "fool the students"

is being played in the Detroit high schools. 1In explanation, he stated

that the students are being deluded into thinking that they are receiving

a high school education. However, when they graduate and seek employ-

ment, they realize that they are actually equipped with no better than
ht, they reat tua-’y eq

aNsixth grade education. This has lead to a great deal of frustration

and anger on the part of young Negroes in the city of Detroit.
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We then turned to a discussion of the July disorder.and asked
the interviewees their opinion as to the real underlying cause of the

:ﬁ%ﬁb\rf\;k. Youce, CoMd. RBL. ~ PUTHLITY thSoek

THeY were in agreement that the real basis for the outbreak

was the problem of police Exwukmakstkx brutality in the black community. f

They stated that there had been a long history of brutality and tha

——

tensions between the Detroit Police Department and the black community

were tremendous.wikh xzgaxd

With regérd to the specific disorder starting July 23rd, both

e

interviewees felt that the excessive forcefulness with which-the elitT

corps of the police department tried to clear the streets—at mid-day

Lz ceplace.
on Sunda;_zggﬁgzz;ed the poepulus and kindled the more violent disorder

which took place later in the week.
Harrington told us that he had been on the streets early on
Sunday morning and watched the disorder develop.. From approximately2

7:30‘?/5. until 11:30 a.m., a good bit of window breaking and looting

Wéj/éoing on but no real violence in terms of personal attacks on any

hite people or even on police were occurring during those hours. He
stated that as far as he knows, the violence was confined to 12th Street
during these hours.

By 11:30 a.m., he stated that looting had begun to subside-and

| S —
that most of the stores in the area in which the disorder began had

X
been completely looted. Shortly before noon, we were told people had \A ’
4 //

started to go home when their loot. At approximately 12:15 p.m., the
(.
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Elite Corps or gpecial riot forces pame into the area. These forces

: —— —
were characterized by Mr. House as gorillas.

Upon entering th? area, the Elite Corps dressed in riot elmets

and carryingc:ANL““4~ with fixed bayonets, lined up across the styeet
A
and started to move toward a crowd which was in the F%'S%reet andggﬂong

the sidewalks. The move apparently was made wikk in an attempt to

'\ .
get the people off the streetg: However, as the crowd receded in the
a

face of the police advance,/young Negro whom Mr. Harrington said was

drunk, remained behind. We were told that he had initially been behind

the crowd and the crowd simply passed and that he had not consciously
ol {»a«:‘?i bt

lagged behind, amd had remained in the same place from the time the

police started the sweeping movement down the street.

. 2 ) . ; .
This 'young man was order, to move on and in Harrington's opinion

did not understand the order._ When he did not move, he was bayonétted

in the backlleg/and side. Harrington states that he personally witnessed

this attack and also the kicking of a girl who screamed for help. No

ambulance was called immediately and Harrington does not know to this
day what happened to the man. However, he told us that he had made a
photograph of the man lying in someone's front yard where he had fallen
and this photograph reportedly shows the intestines of the victim coming
out of his mouth.n
ﬁe're -

We/shown photographs by another interviewee, Mr. Karl Gregory,

which a%k were allegedly the ones taken by Mr. Harrington of the vict

P

lying in someone's front yard. Upon this occurence, Mr. Harrington
ying g
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states that the crowd of approximately 200 people went into

pandemonium.
[

By 1:45, he stated the disorder had

a4

-6~

I -\

spread to Lynwood Avenue
v ]

55
and by 2 o'clock to Dexter Avenugg ﬂKQ word, this particular incident

spread rapidly throughout the black ?ETTEEEEXL—~IH his opinion, the

serious violence which occurred later in the week could possibly
have been headed off had it not been for this flagrant incident of

police brutality which was witnessed by a large number of Negroes.

While both Harrington and House Blay great blame on the Elite Corps

for inflaming the populus, they agreed that during the first day or

so of the disorder, the regular Detroit police officers

————
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! L To: Mr. Nelson L
: From: Mr. Wilson )

Subject: Continuation of Interview with House and Harrington.

o

! Beth-House~and-Harring ton-agreed-that~dyring-the~fitfst-day—-or R

g0..0f thedisorder:the-regular-Detroit-potice=ofiicers and the officers o o
of the Technical Mobile Unit performed rather well. It was the opinion
—— ) et T :

e Ao A et et = R

’ of both that serious violence may have been averted completely by the }i“

.
[N
P

< e y
PR

performance of the police department had it not been for the bayonetting

! e L 3
! incident by the elite corps of that department. However, as word of E ! f
. that spread and as the national guardsmen entered the city; it became : b %

T mesng o

K inevitable, they feel, that the violence would escalate. Both char- o

S et

acterize the performance of the national guard as '"ridiculous'". They

.k

el L,
RGN

‘ ‘ told us that the guardsmen were so frightened and trigger-happy that one

of them shot a fellow guardsman who s%spﬁed on a tin can, thereby making
. oy

2 4 v W""‘*w .
Qéﬁffﬁ a loud noiseﬁa ﬁilfﬁhmﬂ }“"
P . 1
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In commenting on the general problem of police-community rela-

tions, Mr. House stated that he felt that the police department inter-\\t:>/

v

preted its role to be one of containment of the black community rather

PN

' than the enforcement of law and order within the black community. He

said that the Negro is very well aware of the fact that no attempt is

e - made to protect one Negro from violence committed by another Negro. In

~.

fact, he added it is very difficult to get police to answer calls in the

black community involving domestic quarrels or other sorts of minor
- \
violence between blacks. It was Mr. House's contention that the answyér

-0 Voue CouM, 8L V. CoNTINMENT N oT LW |
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to this problem did not lay in\;hé incre;:;;;bnumber of Negro officers

o ey 13t 4B
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on the police force. He stated that the Negro cop often feels that when

—— Yo szhmfroons y
dealing with other Negroes he must overcompenséate.in order to show the

4 . . . s .
man that he is not showing favoritism to members of his own race. He

;‘ will, therefore, be as brutal)or perhaps more sg‘than white cops to

Negroes. Mr. House suggested that one way to solve the problem of poor .

police-community relations would be to have the black community organize

apdxxrxarrrarx into a kind of town meeting which, if it did not have

LR A PTG ) W W 5 o

power granted by the state legislature, would at least have sufficient

ez

pressures to force the police department to reform or to get out of the

79 % ~3
Negro community. He further stated that the waééh-rebellion had proved

B

,wqxd&w% “f."JA‘ .

g

to him that the legitimate demands made on the white community were only

T emer s e

; met in post-riot periods. He concluded, therefore, that out of violence

P - -

. comes movement. House continued saying that many of today's problems in
I \? h\—
1 j Detroit grow out of the fact that the black man has for many years been

/

T —— Ap?aw (’
deceived and duked" by the white man in many areas of life, including

police-community relations, education, employment, housing and others. -

| ’%{Mw
To bolster this statement, he referred to the evatt incident| of

v
1966. He stated that this incident was a riot only because the police\\\\\\ !

. -

e

and the press chose to call it a riot. He told us that there were fewer

n

; than ten participants =-- five or six Negro men and three police officers.

The trouble occurred, he stated, when a fight broke out with police

! p,rﬂ,?_’ = )
officers when—they were in the mkkempk process of attempting to make an

~

arrest. Yet the headlines the following day read, "East Side Riot
T

. Quelled by Speedy Capable Police Action.'" This handling of the incident,

: House claims to be an example of the sophistication of the ruses

Yo fost RET (CLIMRTEY  VIOLENGS VIBLDS REsOUTs ~
| T RusVktery AT Ny VeceTnon |
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perpetrated on the black community. He feels that this was the power

i
]
]

w
]

T

structure's way of easing riot fever by trying to induce black people.

to believe that they had had their riot for the summer. He feels that

o
this may have worked with +the sizeable segment of the black community in

1966. However, ke even during that year the militants knew that the

: headlines were only a clever deception. ﬁﬁouse stated that the black

‘community is becoming conscious of the fact that something has to be

SV

done to let '"the man" know that he, the black man, can no longer be

; duped. As the black man becomes more aware of his real relationships

to "the man'" he will become increasingly sophisticated in his dealings

with the white community. House also stated that as the black community

-

v e v -

[% a9
learns to know his enemy, it will begin to realize that that enemy is

T
N

not the whole white race in America, but rather a very powerful minority

which House referred to as the 2,000 ruling families who own most of

the wealth of this country. With this redefinition of the oppositidn

the black man can feel that the odds are begimming to work in his favor.

- M Mr. Harrington stated that the power structure does not seem to realize

: the scope of the problems being presented by the black community, and

the power structure is underestimating the level of sophistication with

which the black community is willing to press its cause. Harringt

states that the power structure has so grossly underestimated this wil-
lingness of the black community to press its cause in a number of ways
" that it -~ the power structure =-- has decided that the first order of

business after the riot is acquisition of more riot control equipment,

attempt to eradicate some Qf the underlying causes of
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the riot. For example, Mr. Harrington told us that he had obtained a , g%

\

list of riot control armament that had been requested by the police,and {le *

diﬁfbeen advised by the person who gave him the list that the request ;

e i
werrtd probably be granted. Included on the list he told us were 200 - :

s

3 A 3 e et g

infrared sniper scopes, four tanks or armed personnel carriers which

were to be donated by the Chrysler Corporation, and a sizeable number

=

-

Gt s il oy

—

M
of gt&ﬁ rifles. Mr. Harrington told us that at approximately the same

i time that the police were requesting increased riot control armameng

-+
the new Detroit committee proposed that the state %ont to the Detroit

b S
* '

public schools $5.3 million in additional school aid. He stated that
' that particular proposal will probably have tough sledding in the legis-

' lature as contrasted with the ease with which he thinks the police re-

quest for additional riot control armaments will be granted. (it should

be noted that the police department request will be handled by the com-

i mon council £§¥ the city of Detroit, while the increased state aid pro-
posal of the new Detroit committee is before the state 1egislature.j>

' . C&a?CI

In discussing the Rev. ert Glague, the interviewees told us -

that Clggue's real power base was the core of the congregation at his
church. We were told that his vocal leadership in the black community
is based not so much on his true leadership potential, but rather on
the fact that he has been quite vocal, and the news media have devoted

a great deal of time and space to covering his statements. They con-
ceded that at the present time, CI;Z;e is the focal point of the
black community's push for unity. This pu;h is concentrated in two

B organizations. Ome is CI;;ue's church, The Central United Church
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of Christ, and the second is thezCitizens City-Wide Action CommiEEEEQ]

-

which contains a broad spectrum of membership from the NAACP to the black
militants in Detroit.';hhen we asked about the black community's attitude
toward Congressman John Conyers, we were told that the reaction to his
futile attempt to stop the disorder was no indication éf a rejection of
Conyers by the black community. Harrington interpreted the crowd's {
reaction against Conyers as a means of telling him that instead of at-’

tempting to stop the riot, he should go back and tell the city and na-

tional administration whose policies had cre;ted the bases for the rebel-
~lion that they should start listening to the grievances of the Negroes

in the ghetto and do something about them.qxae then turned to a discus-

sion of the new Detroit committee of which Harrington is one of nine

O &
Aiaaey
Negro members. He gave us some $meite into the possible political con-~

flicts of certain people who haqugterest in the committee's work, and

also the motivation of some of the committee members and persons who

had a voice in the setting up of the committee. He stated that much .
of the mayo%’s concern for what is done in the black community is based
on the fact that he knows that Rev. 01§ZZe will take over the community

if given the opportunity. The chairman of the committee,|Joseph L.

af
Hudson, )feels warmly toward Clague. Harrington feels that Hudson is

sincere and because of this, Hudson and the mayor have a very cautious
relationship. He also told us that the mayor and the governor have a
strained relationship because the governor feels that the mayor cannot

~

Prowy
be "held in bind'" in these matters.

*

It is Harrington's opinion that the Negroes on the committee can

be quite influential, although they comprise less than 25% of the total
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membership. He feels that this influence will derive from the fact that
deny ,
7 " many whites are reluctant to flatly sesixm amy demands made by mamy the ;]
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Negro members of the committee. He told us that although the Negroes on ;:

i
the conmittee whe- were chosen according to the various shades of opinion ‘%
they represented on the spectrum from moderate to militant, they had §
0 found that they feel much the same on most issues, and they do try to I

’ ‘ maintain a united front. In this connection, he advised us that the

Negro members of the committee meet as a group, both before and after
K each meeting of the committee to discuss what has happened in various ““g
subcommittees prior to the meeting of the full committee and also to

S plan what position the various Negro members ought to take in subcom- ‘|

: mittee meetings which are to be held in days following the regular meet-
b ings of the full committee. ‘ . -
‘ bfﬂ.jﬁ/p fé- ;2 k Ca’”‘-‘f'w\—wi:‘l wre-o MM &t Cavinngn Lot

i
% When we asked =~~~~~=~c-mea-cecce-aa- between the lack of funds ’

Co to solve ghetto problems and the war in Vietnam, we were told by Mr.

Z House that that connection was definitely being made by the Negro -

[

militants. However, he felt that it was not being made in the black
community at large at this time. This situation is likely to cha_nge\e

)H&wever, in the near future, and change rapidly because one of the

positions of the citizens c1ty-w1de actlon commlttee is the—relatieon-

e

-{-—94:%' u‘l— /\A‘__F-N “&
shrip—between the war in Vletnam the lack of resources to solve

Negro problems in this country. Mr. House told us that there was at
| present no widespread draft dodging or refusal to serve in the war on

(e fels +Eal 1o eq a0
the part of the young Negro males in Detr01£W6ecause many of them still

feel the necessity to find channels through which they can prove
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themselves capable in order to dispell their own sense of inferiority. 5

[

5 - Harrington stated that in XM many instances he feels that the black %

soldier is willing to go twice as far as the white soldier in an attempt i

to be accepted as a man and a productive citizen. Mr. House pointed out ,

-

B

that many of the Negro militants in Detroit are sympathetic with the posi-

, it ) o
. tion of the Vietnamese people. He teook-note—to—poimt out that this did C
! trarand . o
. not indicate that the black militants were oriented o communism because

LY

they felt no more allegiance toward Russia and communism than they do

Ahserey .
- toward the U.S. and capitalism, bwt—tlat they do feel some allegiance to

e stk B

the colored people of the world who are colonized, just as the American o

. " 3
’
5

Negro is colonized. Mr. House added that a number of returning veterans :

of the Vietnam conflict had said to him that they now realized how wrong

they had been to go there and fight, when there was so much fighting to

be done here in America on the black man's battle groundijthe ghetto.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Nelson

From: Wilson
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Subject: Continuation of the House and Harrington interview from Belt 35

S

Both Mr. House and Mr. Harrington stated that the prospects for {

i ’ a long season of peace in Detroit are not good since the power struc-
¢ Ag H

3 ture has taken no visible steps to eradicate the underlying causes of

¢

§ the July disorder. S

: INTERVIEWER 'S EVALUATION

o

Mr. House is a Negro in his early 20's. He has been active in ¢

student groups in Detroit in the past but I get the impression that he ;

is not very active at present. I feel that he also is not very active ¥

e d s
-

in black militant organizations but he seems to be acquainted with 4

(e % e e g

many of the black militant leaders. On the other hand, Mr. Harrington, g

a Negro 18 years of age, is and has been quite active in student or- G

ganizations in the Detroit area. He is also a member of the new De-

5.

S St T

T

troit Committee and would probably make an interesting witness since

§ ‘
i
.

he bridges the gap from student activities to the activities that are

e

2

LA

being carried on by the new Detroit Committee. He does not talk the i

black separatist line but he is militant in his speech and is very b

R 41;;% ﬁé'} . : !
sensitive to the ion=which-has—beenm-suffered.by the black com-
munity in Detroit.
b b -
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM ' Z? e

To: Mr. Wilson

From: Dukes

Subject: BMilton Henry and Richard Henry

Both of ghese gentlemen are reportedly functioning closely
with the Black Nationalist. This organization believes in the
separation of races with each controlling their physical boundaries.
Milton or Richard Henry are also both members of the Malcomb X
o extremiest

Society which is another exxxmmeskxmxgam society functioning inzthe

Detroit area. Chiefly they use the incidents of brutality or admin-

istrative lackdies to unite people toward massing for the specific

object, black power or black reaction to white injusticies. They

e el e pen T2,
generally tend to tr:m“vﬁ"ﬁ’f"e:sa:men hyxfaxgrxef }"&“’:e L St Aees
o/ 4 Fae ezl ‘\»w@ in

at presen; and utilize the theory of armament to gain xk® popularity

SEME e
with the current fad toward /"‘}{»w‘"é ?Jc\r‘./ Meny people Gére following

them due to the lack of change from otZer methods. 'A‘fi?a"?hese two

gentlemen are professing a general and unique theory =mf to other

elements of the community by ustfla.zzr?g éwbivte'swara‘te%m@"aﬁd
1S THE A uSdy s ¥ Te TEesd PLllKdeenl
# black separate state tojg__honsed——ta—&bamsame_phy_g_iga;m

ot &KL £ st LR, ;/’,4“('—05\»*,_., P e

///;; / A(’&Mff rep ﬁgemeasmmwwmk

Lo EEEEoEs(?) simply because the more modern Negro isn't thinking

of separation, isn't thinking of integration and the more extreme

,/@-l ”\

L
Negro who reacts-"ﬁgalnst any‘'basic transformation of xk his:fb%g%m"'

othertareas. Henry has mentioned on several occasions that he believes

L

. -
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; in a revisulation of the Negro lture, which he hras proveds
Ef/ ' past, P1aasg,aw&@fﬁﬁfwnf?m?f“mﬁLa@tempb&w@ﬂ educaté more people in ° ‘
‘ 2 . AT \f f

'

the theory of right thru legal machlnery’/#ggg?ln this capac1ty

.

R 4w amon pp & wowha e b 4 abe v

spe is effective, due to his status as an attorney, he tends to

: ba51ca11y changéﬁ the rlghts of the black man in court srExEiyhx

th thlS as his e he jumps into many controversial issues
= i t}» o 7 M"&{) €2 -

i - f}/’cﬁ—? S @g.'&'--"r*% J{%"—l" Co~ﬂw" ‘,h," |

e e

T T T T

which he lacks ‘the general capacity to deal with. # At the momentg & RE
: . . . ; i'/'ﬁ"ﬁ; . . L
! he is involved with changﬁﬁ;gg the cause for a reform in the police |
- e T2 0 E
. #rapxx department. He has spliit himself up into ‘these numerous \Qg
i - segments and fﬁagmgﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁdwreally never compkateﬂ’or consolidated /Vkuw»ﬁi?’ -
’ . g &7 Cotedl ar kBT 5 700 A e ;
; any df them effectively to.esus Q”Hemisuatiskesent trying K
%’ (r-’ __‘»'2:‘:1»% ‘ )
| to form a-< pEkpx-coelTtican with the mxhrx some of the other 1.
g) £ Qgﬁ C Y g et v )
L power leaders in the community like Rev. ;gygue, Nlckfﬁood for a ‘gx,f_4‘ e
o - ’.v{.tﬂ"’“ﬁ_ z«c”mmw ’ ' ﬂ; .
i —zeepeotiditied class movement to attain” But most of his attempts are 4
: extremist k4
' failing because most of thé“iﬁiiﬁ&x A repugnate the moderates and the
: 4‘}‘-—6/& 2. S Dk b}%;_‘. £ '

oderates repugnate the Bxkxmrmix extremist. His basic aim is to -

!
\ lead a separate black movement to Africa or back to an area where P £
wromprar CeEAVRAL e L5 4
black would dominate. 1§ﬁ&mve%,:i§:1ng faith in thlS’ﬁ; is moving
/ --
CN—-—-
rapidly towards separate control of the ghetto, and the-is tené 1

—_—
to draw those individuals and those organizations which basically
Mr/\.@fﬁt

o5 O
function on this premis Lowa dsmhim He 6 3{3 assggigzgg_g__gxgl_y

with whites and therefore as a leader has become ineffective with
T —

‘ the hard core black militant. His attempt to bring about coellition

3

therefore is doomed for failure from this=ewmtvemem~end=afT d1lso

Te\-A . ek eestn). \WRLUENE: BLACK. SEPMATIST MOUSMENT=HeNey
|-\, ek WREES
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‘ dgpmgé_gg;aﬁa&%utﬁ‘from the moderate end unless his positioning is :

5 7 * }‘ )

4 changed from one or the other groups. I see a general gradual _— g
Cf Y/ &w“%me..s__j 7

weakening in his stand and then a more conservative uQctlonlggm

the society whigh will form~or-brgreatiy—takeform.in.the.Negro bl Loy esiotni -

M éﬁgvblack {é%iiétggﬁ?gzgups. He at present is generally aware of legal

. functionings and is very afraid of being placed out51degg§_%§g~lam*_ o | '
: By GL T £ f“f - “""ﬂw«ﬁgﬁu&;g e [ "

onservative natureégg we po&a&&&vggt

and therefore tends towards b c

The true aims in his present activity, as priorly mentioned has no

AN

conselidated-Br=purposesor“strength at present, however, the populatity

e s ST st

of the middle class is beginning to km wain toward fubdilitypeby-the *wwt¥~~»»e
osgiing, ﬁ‘:}\ SR ’g::d?%\aw'( ‘b‘ fﬁf :::J s PN N -?"g pet *, &»«"“’-‘u& { A% . ém[ il

\

2 b b e o

AN

3

c&—»»cﬁ- i 30l
cgnsﬁaa£~$$aagh¢ggwaadwheekLhnguéhem@&equ@t&e&wandmnhampxeseﬁee%of &wﬂwmu“,ja

‘;"éfw',,sn Lol

*

?:;he riot tended to increase fé% stand for militancy among his group. wﬁ%%
A f “*-M.‘..

T om e w,

-

He mostly ‘appealts to the low income groups who are the ha’ nots and ‘

N d et

". who don't have anything to lose by being extremist and therefore Hb*ia:{ ‘
. s" 4 &:&\f :‘?4 i;:"( ,,fm\‘ff "w ‘h ‘,1

AL gargomesns 3
iﬁ;gfévﬁooﬁ potentlai r growthézn that area. HExXxxnnxxxxxuniaxxxﬁ :

Wl
i

BEaskxNakimnatigxxsx To date Milton Henry is not a confessed Black

Nationalist or a confessed Malcom X dﬁb associates only close with
e JE Tl ot ﬂn%:\ Gl e GRS By & @ ~

PY
Most of the comments that have been placed where

both these groups?

Milton Henry goesé@r Richard Henry and being brothers they function

very close with the same objects, Milton Henry being the leader
y & y ry

- ]
of thef d'ﬂ and Richard Henry followéﬁhis every statement. Inas far

n.

as civil rights demonstrations and leading groups he has always

: professed racial overtones throughout the history of the st‘rikeswthe,

f Sri~ &= MprcHol s -
4n£%itanoiesmandwayenwso“fﬁr“gg:ni@ertsﬁf63%55§3¥$dageab1ack
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haé’ part1c1pated pluéThe h ;Lattempted several movements for 3
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; extend1 g /21££~ by utlllzlng African Nationalist Being trans- ;g
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’mast of these attempts have failed, »mos;&y from '
the lack of funds or lack of basic interest in, the Negro community.
When asked about police brutality, both of the Henrys' seemed {;fiﬁ

S LA ST 4 C
4be overly " JV #mi-etic about the complaint records that they have and

n L

[N

St it ke e a N
s -
S an

; also the extensive history and recording of these complaints. They

W*qz:«»»:

{ ' p01nted out realistically to this person that they have a cause.,}f;; 5;<#v~V~“ e
% g Bk, ;ug,. ﬂ peey Cvf? ‘}'ﬁ « . "7' %, {‘;‘«m “ o f(’/‘z"cpe" 3 I\Q*{;e)uc@, tg “‘4,1,,___ i
i W& don't know é@ec1se1y from looklng at the records and memorizing ’
¢ Renl Eponon. 1 I g R """v’“'"‘a"'s d‘a

4 _ the exact details of some of the complaints;/but most of them center B

.

S ouh e g e,

-

S

. around the areas of over-excessiveness for handling prisoners, or

X X
kﬂ%i#g Z%f{a' answerlng to urgent calls or emer enc callg when certain individuals 8
FE AT o d g gency b

b s . / Al
P ’ bas1ca11y When they were confined or being confined leckadtty-of iﬁﬁ- ﬁﬁﬂm’“ﬁL?‘ o
i ‘?’ “ '{‘W’\m«&m@ /‘&"#*—-w"—-w—:? [~a ’?’ Fe a7 s Q"‘“‘ Bl .é'w fwﬁ"ﬁ: i ?f

S

were acdwaldsls killed. They pin pointed to~puoirrtedwowt several incidents |

i recently that occurred when one Negro couple picnicing atURiver Rou e!
: e
Park.m@gmé"ihe pregnant wife was raped and the husband was killed by

. ]
a group of teenage youngsters who basically hadn't been brought to

—

justice to date, and they pointed to the numerous other =aze# popular

cases, like the Algiers Motel Case as being typical of the white type

of justice that is being handed out in Detroit. And-theywpoimt=to ;
P <3 /qMAm;:Mﬂﬁ
_JE;ipthia Scott casé?khere the prostitute was killed and the policeman

was exonerated and later subsequently shot f«(wwWﬂ“ngfﬁ Dy

: ¢
ﬁgi‘ e all of these cases,~anmd==iwi-tiSfhe highlight cases~there~has~been
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astigmatation that is' gt present in Detroit by the police. Mr. Henry
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Detroit

Interviewer: John J. Ursu +[Zerhie Dabrandis:
Interviewees: Mr.[Arthur Johnson,)Deputy Superintendent of Schools
fon) and Dr. Wattenherg,

Deputy Superintendent
Adjustment)
—_————

Mr. Johnson was our principal interviewee at the administrative

offices of the Detroit Public Schools, and all statements set forth
he;ein should be attributed to him unless otherwise indicated.
Mr. Johnson's Division is the only such department in the
-- country that is operated at the '"Deputy levgl." Johnson reports
directly to the Superintendent.

In Mr. Johnson's opinion, Negroes in Detroit are more concerned

with the quality of public school education than are the whites. The

Negroes have learned that a good education is an essential step to

their realization of equal opportunities. He said that the parents

L8

criticisms to the Board and the Administration. He cites community

concern as a definite "plus'" in Detroit.

The {Knudsen Junisz-ﬁfgﬁjincident (see my Simpkins report)

was a violent expression of ghetto dissatisfaction with the present
i

quality of Detroit schools.—A-brand new building, he says, no longer

satisfies the needs of the poor, whose only hope is a reasonably high

mental achievement level produced by the educational system. Detroit
. schools suffer from a lack of local administrators who are fully
aware of all the sociological problems that present themselves for

>

cure in the public schools. 1In this recent incident, the community

b// told the System to remove the principal or it would remove him. (See

4 EDU - N MoES coNegrNED  THMW/,
QUALITY .
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Tohnson Ex. 5 ) p
also the attachedl;gB;;E;§;~;EEY§;fthern High revolt. .

Aside from adequate finances, the school system's most seriou
\

problem is its inability to demand efficiency from those who work in o

}/ \lzﬁ'\—ﬁ’ BEvucknon, l

it. People who have proven that they have no business serving as ’

- teachers or administrators are almost impossible to remove. {

Mr. Johnson points to conditions at the level of higher educa-

Sewm G ert

_V//tionnas having a deleterious impact on elementary and high school

T \~C evue AT o, UpsT e Bngwuwm MO

o education rotr imner-city thildren. Most Negro teachers in the Detroi

schools, including himself, are products of the small Southern Negro

colleges. He states that the training received there is simply second e

or third rate. His college, Moorehouse, has an endowment of about ;
_—

$10,000,000, while Harvard, he says, enjoys the income from $900,000,000. R

He is especially upset over the fact that theflUniversity of Michigan
7 = %
a highly prestigious state school, has only 450 Negro students out of

a total enrollment of 30,000V JL~1-D  UgkM SHALL G N,

[

Mr. Johnson believes that Négroes must

4
e admitted in greater

LI gt

&

numbers to all the leading universities. The impact of de facto un-

equal opportunities at that level filters down to big city school sys- B
tems and perpetuates the second class citizenship of American Negroes. 5

Both Mr. Johnson and Mr. Zwerdling expressed beliefs that the o

A) o
attached statement of§Rev. Albert Cleage| presented to the Board on ) ]
<4)

T

behalf of the Inner City Organizing Committee copntains just criticism

of the Detroit Public Schools. Mr. Johnson also submitted to the b
——————— o

writer the attached statement of [School Superintendent Norman Drachler Ea:-Es)

.

which was presented to the Subcommittee on Education, U.S. Senate ‘
|
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, after the Detroit riot. Both

documents, in my opinion, deserve careful attention. '
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Statistical information relating to Racial Distribution of

Students and Personnel in Detroit Public Schools is contained in the
Ex.C.

attached document of that tltle}h.Attached also are copies of the

arked as Ex. Davwd £
Annual School Withdrawal Studies, -Thewschoo&wSysfém”YS“VGrywreiuctantu

i towidentify-the~specific~schoolsyand-i ‘e-useewasseodeﬁ"s“y“é‘féﬁ“’iﬁﬁ‘t €qd+of-

thes~sehook=namen Dr. Wattenberg went through the senior high school

report and described the racial character of each. The significance

of the symbols used by the writer is set forth at the foot of the first

In the event that this Commission find§ that
Se e 15

4cbfh Joraer Fhgh
""”“ffﬂszelieve a-Tetter To the

it has a need for the School System s code, 1

page of that document.

Superintendent, Norman Drachler, or to A. L. Zwerdling, Member of the

~—

Board of Education, would result in their submission of this informatio
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Mr. Johnson-also reported that the Detroit Public Schools lead

] —

!
the nation in the use of textbooks and subject-matter that more accuratel

“w

s

)

AR

EOrtrayg the Negro in American life and history. The System maintains

a portfolio of proper photographs that kg publishers may use in place

of the "lily-white" pictures that customarily appear in school texts.

We were unable to arrange an adequate time for an interview with

Wattenberg. In the few minutes we did spend with him, he pointed

[ Ok esldiREN, Ty oe  WBissD N thSToex

The schools were prov1d1ng jobs for students who met poverty

program standards this summer. One program was financed witﬂiNeighbor-

hood Youth Corps)funds. Of the 1,500 students participating here, only

15 were arrested during the riot (8 for curfew violations and 7 for
_’___._._——"'

looting).
- el

In a second program (Job Upgrading), only 3 were arrested

(all for curfew violations) out of 300. 1In view of these statistics,
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he believes that good poverty programs have an "immunizing effect"
for those who participate in them.
(2) The Board of Education received information from the Michigan
Civil Rights Commission's regional centers in Detroit that high school
graduates were not getting jobs in the city this year. This was un-
usual, since last year,according to Wattenberg, just about all the
June grads were in jobs by December. He said that students are told
_by everyone to stay in school so that they will get jobs. This condi-
tion was a '"seedbed for disorder," according to Wattenberg.
(3) The heavy dependence in Detroit on the automobile manufacturers
and their suppliers for employment means that the job market is rela-
tively poor in the summer. The auto companies shut down for changeover

at this time, and there is little need for vacation replacements.

Evaluation
ArthuéhJohnson is an articulate man who is, initially, somewhat
reluctant to speak his own mind. When he does open up, he provides
valuable insight into the problems of education for Detroit's Negroes.

However, I believe that he would add little to what I have recorded

-

in this report.

We spent too little time with Dr. Wattenberg to evaluate him.

- )
PR o
BRI _ aet T
e n % Gl gy o S . X

2

R

Yo w

el oy




\/ 2eis
—_—2 7~ ‘ | 5"%

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson
From: Dukes

Subject: Interview with Arthur Johmson, Deputy Director of the NAACP
in Detroit

’ Mr. Johnson seems to be a middle income Negro living in a com-

munity,¥administrating official in the organizational structure of

-

i“ T —“the NAACP.eho comes into contact with a great deal of Negroes. He

seems to think the vast majority of Negroes want more satisfactory .
L TICubnedf THOSE Y S7aTe

facilities’which administrate to them. There basic mistrust}ds caused

by seeing their friends who just a few years back were walking the

: streets earning nothing/aag.now presenting making $20,000 on so-called

jobs heading departmental agencies or functioning as administrators in

S g 5 T

large organizations. However, deep within them there is a resentment

that these people not only will deal with them ineffectively but are

in fact a detriment to them.

3 -

- 150 Pig %
Inllé%55§;5c§t proves thatZESZial structure which professes
through
equality through effort and/. endeavorment is failing. Most of

7 3 o ' .
the Negroes, he seems to feel, having positions don't have authority

and therefore are ineffectual to remedy any conditions that come be-

e

MpSTer7, s e
} fore them. ; tifie they communicate what is needed by discussion ¥ /&t~
'1&youﬁw%f A COS TS )

= Tara #} en tO the white man who heads the structure frustration sets in or the

A ]

‘ cause is lost.wjs7#/ 7ire BELELS w"”’“ﬁ"" he & Ch L8 D

L
The neighborhood programs particularly need more dedicated and

professional administration, not political appointees who repeatedly

! use their position as setting stones to gain insights into better }i}§?”f45/
0L peizgsons 50/4-0' :
P aing or to-teeck upward to disenchant themselves from reality o= 7A£AL
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The highest degree of animosity he states comes when a Negro comes in

P

e e e Gl T s a

contact with the tendency to not be able to reach those who are in >
power, those who are in a position to do immediately away with their

: Lo ¥ i b ”
! . problem oé{g;aud%fothers 9 substitute. Usually in these instances, a 1 i
“,Mgusﬂi ] g
183 ig’:h&f\(:s&‘*’» =

Lty
<

phone is useless and personal conversation impossible, f;,m'J’f“
Tof7 ety TWeT™ o7 7 LAUC @ P e g, TPy B8 v
Slnce a Negro is usually in a lower economic level, he is not -

. , | o

£ a0

mobile, he does not have extensive money to spend to investigate who

| and where and what. He does not want to keep being transferred from

at

\ ) one physical location to the next to find out what really is going omn, .

who is the best one to see. He does not have the leisure to not suffer i

D - Ty e g,

- from these types of conditions. The general run around is given in

o

g i

-

v

t most instances until he proves he is going to make a pest out of him-

P
«

self. This .greatly irritates individuals and creates ill will toward

SRR T

the agencies and toward any political entity who uses these methods.

| “THE - CIES 15 sl
’ In welfare égﬁ 24t s, it hes-been generally known that th£§}a !

R S
T

test the individual to note his capacity for need. First he is told

3

oo

f

to keep coming back, then he is told what he needs and this need is L

.

-

really far shorter than the actual estimate. It is left to him to :

e

agitate for the difference. In’g;rm this really creates a person of _ k4

hostility who althouéh he accepts the rewards or the fruits that are %

forthcoming believes that in the end he has to chop the tree. )
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A “”/ From: Walter Duke
h _—

{
i

;i [X."L~D [(sp4, Subject: Interview with Frank Joyce
i

LTS . | I.B.1%

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson

— |-

RA ,
Tttt ReVoLT YD Tkke over Gwelll
ﬁ“. ’frank Joyce,San extremist and militant type of individual, who
x Of" " ~——————

is Negro, and is constantly advocating revolution not against the poJ%E

structure, but out to take over control of the ghetto. He desires the

control of center city immediately to consolidate a black mass which

will eventually control political and economic segments of the communigy.

2
¢ i' . " These eventually he wishes to dominate. His particular platform seems
(et

to be the seeking of educational values immediately to prepare for higher
society which he thinks tﬁe black man will be é&'great entity of in the

future. Particularly he seeks control of the educational, social and
—— R

recreational facilities immediately to instill a proper perspective
TS
for the youth in the black communities. He thinks this stress has been

e
_ neglected throughout years, and-even—publiely today th&t the value has
tended away from the important elements of scientific and business

administration stresses. Primarily education specialties such as

LS A PesT
scientific and business administrationy to gain more control over
e PENT Fu &S :
economic ‘is- his ultimate goal in this area. He feels that the schoo

system should be controlled by the forces in the ghetto immediately

and he even threatens the use of force to gain these ends and seeming

"1y would side with militants to upset the-social order now present

if his reform type of activity doesn't work within a more peaceful
, . ke UgemtrrdHTI 2rd

T%-d means. He claims that the community needs ultimatecfor self protection
LiBcage

A MR T B Amon )~ INCE YU BREPARATIo W
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He feels that such wouldn't be necessary if the police would do their

proper function. He feels that the average individual has been let

down by many numerous programming that are in effect in the community

and that the overall value is more harmful than good. He feels that

s

EIDIRPSE SN

the responsibility of the individual should be taken on his own in-

centive and not by a mass grouping of socialistic agencies. However, |
"~ he feels the agencies should be present to give aid and teswe to en- 1 I
' . , 280K, 77 '
courage people. He feels advisory and guidance 1 THEL S PRI FRUETIo
( L3 i
& 1 pOLE ShAS ‘sz_" P3IuTS Fo THE [FAST l

certain"‘gas:.c wdenled/'# For instance, eﬁashmlaswxn that the lower

elements or other unresponsible people have tended to create an image

that all Negroes are bad or "we can't trust a Negro'" attitude from the

white man. Even after working hard and placing forth extreme efforts

to gaining education, he has no practical outlet for it, because thg}

barrier is placed in front of him to gain the enormous benefits that Ff& A

= EIVE NS BEVErS as
GIES classfhas Qm t e white’é4de. Gemerally he feels that this is a

et

e %

most frustrating position for a Negro to find himself in and ultimately

[k

e

it 1s this Negro who will cause the revolution that he feels will be .

s ‘-E-J{i%i

.

PE e

present in the near future.

s

but not in the majority. It is within the framework of reformxxxHe

3 e

gkkkkxkzxwikhin and trusts that the white man will change. However, R

he feels that, wherein the Negro attempts to drive the white man to

§ NECE Lz
prove this changeys‘harder and harder repercussions will be suffered, 4

and a more bitter and bitter state of frustration will evolve from

'fllé S
.Negro, which will eventually cause him to seek force as his only :

Militancy, he states, is still popular, of

_solution. Then he feels the moderates will be chained to militancy

5+ Bt o
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson

From: Bernard Dobranski
, Subject: Interview with|Robert Knox/, Director-Secretary, Detroit
Hggfigg Commission .- /@44~.ﬁ@ 947 i

. - [}
; & Mia kﬂmﬁ(ébhfvv @Z<h6&¢77¢9%4vv bl hraving }A:ﬁ%?C>)$QJL én f
: In De%#oat,,as_inzot rge—eities -acress-the~country;—an

: /_DZL,,—;/% (/‘/M Aﬂaﬂzrf?&, (,(,t'% t;bs—e'mf |
* acute-housing-shertage~exists., During the July 1967 riots;TDétroit,

with the help of Federal agencies and private citizende groups, was

W/V—»&)WZ‘/W M‘y %*7%4. é‘v‘wv./m-«)/
able to house all people wha were.burasd.cut-ef-hemes-who-had

b, AZ ,’ﬁ,u-r /bﬂ'rwt« J.,.,w' woty %’( u"/ - Mf?bJ (lz, ‘va/
’ réequested gssistande burned. ¢

. Durlng the rlOtS 321 hOU.Sln units were
g

; ,\The loss through fire of commercial establishments, during the riot o 770 Lary

; ) was much greater than the destruction of housing.

those housing units destroyed were units located above commercial ‘"

A good many of

eEe e

| o,
establishements. , X
i f :
Mat)‘\

Mr. Knox sa#d that the Federal government was very helpful
in providing emergency quarters for people displaced by the riots. )

—kh‘ﬂ"‘*{ e : |
’ GSA, for example, gawe,48 units located at Fort Anthony Wayne# wéthin

thescity.of Nakssit. A reservoir of 23 units was provided by the |

Veterans Administration. Seventy units were provided by FHA. An ' £l

additional 28 werezggovided by the Detroit Board of Education. In ‘ ?i
-y Ma Kty well  fl.,d

sum;,"'we were able to pretty/house,ﬁln the short and middlexmr run, 1 . k

) V4 [

' everyone who requested housing,

(Dii‘ff‘(t"p h ’7

Mr. Knox has been i~1-3 bth nthe Detroit Housing Commnzen,

. Commi:sai i g;§¥=$@§@€§@$w%for approximately five and a half

.
| \J

years.—Ever<sinee-MayorsCavanavgh-was—-elected tomaffice. REkxmix
-2 Res vMikee e
321 WOWSNG TS
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" The Detsoditmllousing<Gemispwion handles both public housing

It does pretty much the same work on the local
'hmlﬂ/”‘/“

level as HUD does on the national leveljn Currently they have some

and urban renewal.

' 50 projects gsiéng. These, however, are a joke, according 3xk to

Mr. Knox.

"o p
“We are beginning projects without adequate Federal funding,&%ﬁuff%»"vf.

.

\
We just can't wait any longer. We must, therefore, use city funds

~ "which are totally inadequate to do the job."

The Detroit Housing Commission controls 3,000 acres for
clearance purposes, itermmtweds 9,000 acres for neighborhood
conservation projects, 600 acres for code enforcement projects and
8,178 public housing units.

The Commission also is encouraging the construction of middle \

M ot o e Vot
cost housing RXREERK units.A"A}though these projects are referred to

as middle cost, the price is much higher than most Negroes are able

124

to pay.

Mr. Knox believes that Detroit has the best relocation program
Na belaras, Yio!

hﬁne of the reasons
le oL the reason:

in the country.
o "
for the relatively good recordg has been,traditional soft housing
= :
However, housing is becoming harder and

It still is inadequate, however.

market in the Detroit area.

harder to obtainximxk¥e and the job of relocation is becoming more —
and mor 1t.

/‘w KoY oles. rz.ml;fmf rtad M,l{’c-@:é( .f'l_‘ ;.5'97.&_ thw A
. n The Commission is requlred under law ko phace an_aéequ%

. v s45»4¢n/ horoeaiin !
sta££;§zég£:£:;;tﬁg— enﬁte whb:gma—d&@piueed So

vt b 7 /Mw‘«?&v/ 'Iﬂ A Lr?l b &Ccanvu.7 M'vc_ W( Areerl oA /,V‘"’{“f

Vecr R WENMW;W%NQ_S'W’DD‘E st WousiNg 0D Hew
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The most mrgent need, according to Mr. Knox, is substantial
44¢ rﬂnhaﬁ‘

amounts o *ﬁbney,i&~funétng—§er~h y—the—Federa

W
W are palnfully and pitifully inadequate.

ng-""p'r'ox&

go

We have, according to Mr. Knox, over $1 million worth of applications

awaiting approval on Washington' but none of the money is coming in.

)"MW *M/}wc‘u—?
Howggg;"fhe city can not sit %dx idly x by aad—muee—demsemethrng

Mr. Knox believes that Detroit is doing an inadequate job
i~ gk
but,still a better job than most citiesp In-éahag;gf cgdy amounts

Y 9
to a nibble on the edge of a massive problem.
S~ -

A“{MM//
Mr. Knox thew-begen=to disewss again the relocation policies

. re [

We will, he said, guarantee aay good standard
uL.»;m;a£/3fﬁé7
Qfemur 50,

of city of Detroit.
W O Mv’#».au‘-b‘]

of hous1ng fgg anyong,dlsplaced mn*anyware&-eé—ﬁheﬂcity.
IRy a,u?; / ! f
guedy housing is often dlfflcult to come by and 60 percent of the relocation
o siplownad Hhet”

of Negroes is to other Negro areas. kIn the predominantly white areas,

Inethe~Negrona e dBy™wesare

w o

We are not,

’jgggamzm, very few units are available.

,

muchwmaﬁe«ilkekywtomfln&na&unrt@&vamlab{e. said Mr. Knox,

doing the job we should be doing. .
M K arry ‘\nz;n/‘u//,ku
Heﬁdﬁghga&nt Mdtheopedde, however, to the fact that in 18 years,
W’L«-

£

the Detroit Hous1ng Commission,evicted a family.
M. K prery 8%@1‘0 W H /"*'W""? c"’kncvalﬂmi\-
Gagknmin concern with urban renewal is mmk to get people into

standard housing and to get rid of dilapidated slum areas. It is

f jeduring. . tiressstipge~of~our
clggnancé’”"@;ggwbeaut1fy&the»&reaabyapm£§5?g«1nﬂmrﬂd£§“ﬁr’high €08t oy,

"o bediaart 7Q¥j*‘ 7
housing, the is_oply.a-secondarysobriettiveimilesbelievewthat-decent .

Py Pt Sl

5 -fovsulg)

basically a slum clearance program.

UtnE 6ou'T Money
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| K-
standard housing 1s a right for all people and not a privilege, éwu;ﬁZE}hﬂ
et

"?ﬁ kht&’ﬁ, ' .
Fhe state of Michigan completely ignores the problems of the

He shla
» city. Last yeag they did pass some legislation in the form of tax
sy
abatement/but d me funds under it. A few years ago,the

legiélature did fund tax abatement for construction of senior citizen

SvandsStPp FEREHTA I ieome.

The city has no real spokesman in the State Leglslature 3135 Uf
M 7l u‘&, ”"“,.
Mr. Knox believes that the city has geed tools and gsod &T? ”‘m$

..‘...ﬂ

programs for the construction of adequate hou31ng The real problem ,L1J4?“7

V4

agaém is the need for much money quickly.
®hr He believes that the New Detroit Committee can be very

helpful in solving the housing problem in Detroit, especially in its
W
1 g activities, both on the state and Federal level. The white
if
businessmen who form nucleus of it are extremely powerful and/they

swing their weight behind the attempts to solve the problems they may

/4
be very effective.

If an open housing statute was passed in Michigan it would

not have much concrete effect/but it &ould reaulg:zz tremendous changes

st P Koy,
in attitudeeras—a—aesu%é~af~ftsapawsuge
- 47 /a KM w""'?
F E

orty-eight percent of Negroes in Mbekiégan own their own

homes. This is the highest percentage in the country. Thare=brrot—

f nmu&hgnﬁnnr%mmsing“%n:;ghroit. Mre=KngXwsaddmbhenConn roaione1io-t1rpding

WL UiNG: m—— i 0

OWN Womes @8%
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to <henge—this-bot—EZTlnit—it2amkack-of-Eunds.
~ D )
<— Public housin;consists of 60 percent Negroes and 40 percent

N ‘
whitegs All, projects are thoroughly integrated, according to " Y it y,

<

[ X 4
Mr. Knox, and no real problems have arisen. VThe_Negro slums’“are

good compared with the slums & that exist in other cities, kst

. e b by
gelatlve to the rest of the Detroit dousihg market,'\they are very

bad. There are 80,000 substandard, deterjorated units in the city
. Mr. Koray gl 67 R &7 7007
of Detroit., Bven these units ,-h@mwery,. do possess plumbing and
Y

‘elecéricity,-mma:ﬁmva@mr, 4*‘54"’*‘7’{ 2e /"“’75"%""‘ 7‘i“')
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM -
To: Mr, Wilson
From: Dobranski

Subject: Interview with Robert Knox, Director-Secretary, Detroit
Housing Commission. Interviewed in Detroit, Michigan on
October 19, 1967

ke,

I}Enforcement of ththousing coda in Detroit is done by fhree

different agencies -- Building and safety comm1551on, ﬁealth

s&eﬁ>and “the fire commission. Tﬁeyﬁail do an inadequate job. They

f
- /->T""
i
!
1
|

usually respond to complaints, but do not systematically attack

rid

A

the wide-spread abuses that exist in housing in Detroi

nﬂiolatlon#of the ordinances are broughtAyg?giafficfbrdinance

bya

Court. They are first taleen.tewa referee and then/if either party
hand

is dissatisfied,,before a Judge. Ninety-five percent of the cases
o
darst goﬁéz the referee, Some referees and Judges do a good job

and som%,de—e'bad job. On the whole/they genonaaly are getting

A
better. Mr. Knox said, we i e Detroit Housing Commission?

tf 4 2 ool }\‘I/f"r 7
bug the hell out of them, whﬂneaq‘a few years ago the fines would

-H»A e
be $10 to $25 per violation, theg.sse now, ge&&&ng tasbe $50 to $65

per violation. Thls is for the first violation, The;ﬂM~jﬂv~V1o—
lations afe—aésgmgattingmmuch steeper.
Mr. Knox said that he is aware of the cry of the Negro com-

. o (3 . . ; ! v
munities in many cities that urban renewal is really Negro remewzl,

Detroit he said, however, is an exception to this. The Negro

b o ntrty ‘&‘gwf 4.07}{;-.;&

community has supported urban renewal vezgmuc -ANot too long agaz

L]
some white suburban clergymen came demmr—to Detroit and raise%&he cry

Lk tusing Qurury fousiNe Ve enforeHAIT

INADRGUATE

£ Lo iy
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W .
that urban renewal really 46 nothing but Negro removable. The position
however
of the Housing éommission/was supported by the Negro community against

Reverend Cleage

MW"“‘; 5'.-\ A .
supportedAinfpaaﬁﬁ%h&ar instances, al&hpugh=he-does=so reluctantly.

: the ,

- ffSince the July riots,/Housing €ommission has been working very closely )
MMA_KM. {

with the 12th Street community,“lit was the 12th Street area, -sakd-dr.

e iote T e

the ministers. Even

a militant Negro clergyman, had
/

ENRa

. o=

BT T NSOV RPNNUEPNN

a

Kogs, that suffered the most damage during the rioé] For example)aaid ‘)
Mri-Rpox, we are discussing plans for the construction of a shopping
will house such things as cooperative

™ e e y g
buying centers. Mr. Knox said that'le preference is that the shopping -

center,

center be manned by black merchants rather than having the whites ;pwi?ﬂ41>’ . RS B4

/"
: return to the black community.

- v

Mr. Knox again emphasized the importance of getting large sums

Hu Fedrert (e 7
of federal money. He suggested.that it is time for w8 to re-examine N

' agur priorities. He pointed out that federal money appropriated for

f;?gg;—;;;;;;g7;s only 10 percent of the amount appropriated for surplus ' «:;

~-n

P}

| 'Z; 3

. agricultural commodities, one percent of the amount appropriated for - *%

\! , 1 :‘A '
space projects,a33 1/3 percent of that appropriated for super-son}c t % '

transport development. It is, suggests Mr. Knox, much more importart

R
, to be able to walk in Detroit than it is to walk in 3pace.4ﬁhu Knox - .
it is . . ‘
also claimed that/FHA and its discriminatory policies that is respoir =l

| sible for. the whitedleese that is around every large ¢ity. FHA is not

. composed of socially motivated people. He insisted that any socially-

| . . ;

oriented program should not be put under the jurisdiction of FHA. '
P Frrarf bobsar Hrot

AThe root cause of most of the housing segregation in Detroit

3 o0sive URsAN RENewWm Ly Aere, sverus
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and in other cities across the country is thejfreal estate fpeople.
T N—— L - .
They claim that they're ya-oz following the desires of their clients

+
M
Aol

2 s it o e B A S

However, as a former real estate man, he knows that the real estate

. i\ N4
’ people'themselves, push and lead the thinking of their clients.,
~——— T TT—

: - Final}y, Mr. Knox .informed me that}this is not thé first visitifmﬁ ‘“l"'l‘) | ]
: he AP\— . W ‘:’
. . N { 5
‘ hég,(had in the last few weeks,from-ewspudy-growp. Last week, people .

b

from the Kléaiser Commission spent over 14 hours with him. The day Py

R

NI

3 e e
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before my visit, October 19, Mr. Knox was visited by representatives

PR

A
e g e o

-

of the McClellan Committee,

Attached hereto as Exhibit Ner'."ﬁ is a packet_\of information

oy .

concerning the work of the Housing Commission which was given to

e

~ R )

me by Mr. Knox. A 3
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b °  INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM . _ 1
; Tos Mr. Nelson i
1 ,
W -~ .
! From: Mr. Wilson ) .
o . . .2
i i . R ‘3
i : Subject: Interview with\Francis Kornegay )\ Executive Director -~ -
:g of the Detroit Urban league;TRoy_Williams)\ Special | .
o Project Director for the lirban league and Miss\UIZ| |
ﬁ . €§2§3§;1the educational specialist with the Urban ' -
f ague C
‘ o ] i il;
. We had some difficulty obtaining an interview with 2 s

[ - i

Mr. Kornegay at the time we finally got in to see him, he expressed
some disgust with the fact that the various wings of the federal Pl

government could not get together and exchange information. He

. .

B

"told us that he had been visited several days before by two investi-

e ('/é'//ftﬂf

gators ‘from the 2Mctutien? Commission. After some preliminary

T e 4

B

0

apologles we f1na11y got Mr. Kornegay to discuss the situation of #
mmw{' o (
the black man in Detroit and he made the following poffit: It is

Zevelves
Mr. Kornegay's contention that the basic conflict reselve—around ’ i

e

the fact that the black man in Detroit wants freedom and péace,ﬂg he R

cannot have both at the same time he wants freedom first and peace &

later. The black man Mr. Kornegay says will no longer be satisfied

i -//z?ff ,: ’

‘ . with the formula proposed by the white man w&&éﬁﬁzﬁ peace &r-prasent )

and we will discuss freedom afterwards. Mr. Kornegay stated that

the black man hgs been so'brain§Yi§hed that it has taken him until ) .

{ J—

recent years to realize that non-violent persuasiveness will not work.

! M AhrS
He thinks that_;haf is part of the reason for outbreaks such as the

~ 7

&
one experienced by Detroit in the summer of 1967,with regard to the :
7, .
welfare system, the poverty program and other éggfg’of programs that
have been de31gned to raise the level of poor people including the

. Z(I:ZHB N. View cx\m,R‘Ns NON-VioLeN e WON'T upick

TSR Sty Y A A A B A Rae b e e aewe gt o s e m e e e m o w e aumie RN - .
- -y o




X 2

e T P

RO,

oneSiat

EE

. : -2

black community, Mr. Kornegay made an analogy to lend Llfse and
. =
‘gollar g}plomacy. He stated that America had put a great deal of
vl lent y lpe- ¥ sH

y ¥
- money into foreign countries_i vt war—torn Europe, has

sh a4
found that_zf’is,uaé%if'ﬁxr1nnﬂ;nwse frlends.thzuughnmhaxzmﬁhns. In

like fashion the wedfZPe poverty programs and other assistance pro-

T ————

' grams havé been unable to buy friends for the whlte man in the black
S AICE Go Fomit !
gietto. He analogized the cry of many foreign nations which we have/

ot Fh the ey
helped é_; . ¥uﬁkeamgehhemeaxaathaggaﬁb which is now heard

in the black ghettg;ﬁﬁnky get out{ IEnMr' Kornegay's opinion that

many of these programs were designed not to raise thelgaétto Negro
WYY SErVoraTe 2 mf—/fw‘w Pz v

b
to a 1eve1A m.;h the white man's equal, but 31mp1y to keep_ h1m

t

placid in the state in which he has existed in this country for
; L0 this COun Ty M

-

hundreds of &ears. AkxahRNEXKRXRXRRIRX

At aﬂout this point Mr.. Roy Williams- entered the room and

was. introduced to us. We than adjourned to his office and continued

the interview with Mr. Williams and Miss Ola Jordan. Mr. Williams,

°  in addition to being special projects director for the Urban League

is also on loan to the Hew Detroit éommlttee as a staff member.,

L4

He offered these observations about the tension in Detroit.

The black man7according to Mr. Williams, is frustrated because he

exists on the preiphery of society. He is always near but not there.

Fhsi This frustration is reenforced by the constant fear that the

, 4”
police will brutalize him zaZ rem1ndz?%Lhat_he_ls_nat_a,part_g§~;he

main stream of society.
—

. A/W,.
TC -5 Wovesre fros RUiEw! ot guy".

K0

- - . 5
I P o R T

P

PO -

o aes e




T e T T e T ek

Rl AL ISR S AR B T
[V . -

e,
3 Sge - L B L
- ¥ . .
i ra -
* o - 3 - -
. k4 ~ .
‘r - R -

;o During the riot we were told that‘ the real fear was not the
possibility of being shot by a sniper, but that of being beaten or
shot by a member of the Detroit police force or a %tional é.tardSman.
From what he observe;i on the streets during the riot, Mr. Williams

concluded that the police seemed to feel as if they had a ix=prm=r licenge

to retaliate ﬁr all of the acts that they had not been permited to

punish in the early days of th
e AR

i , .
L'wnmm"mgac‘fn&fi/& ) /l/b A LANLEA e vt i the 4‘4”7/
three or four years, “when -t!

WMWW He stated that black people observed
When the

many of these acts and were extremely angered by them.

police officers were arrested in thef;lgiers fbtel incidentl there
perhrp s

was some hope in the black community that ,mayb‘e ﬁlstlce would prevail.

However, when many of the charges inysived agamst the several

o ympls e 2Tt e
officers orlgmally charged were dismissed, the black man's faith 2rd—

justice within the g)lice ?epartment disappeared. This flicker of

hope was replaced by the old frustrations of the black community that

here war” nv— S0UR L& Vf A 272818 enT
justice bt o’,tbe:eha*rge involved an act

A N
of brutality by a white man/,be he police or otherwise against a black

man. It is because of this sense of frustration that the black
man according to Mr. Williams now is demanding control over his own

existence. He is aware that self-determination is no assurance that

everything will be better, but at least he will be the captain of
4 A/{;«'v Pr7ns /

Mr. Williams characterized th m mmitte

his own fate.

the whlte connnunlt}zee attempt to relieve tfha"lf frustratlon in the
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black community. He described the committee and especially its

£ e S sy B ST |
N
>N

o F '
white:éembers as so naive about the Negro problem that they are going
down to 12th street to talk to ADC mothers in an attempt to find out

what the problems are in the black community. He stated that this is

probably the first time that many of the whites on the committee
Nl
have ever visited 12th street and 218 the first time they had ever

talked to an ADC mother~during the day! He told us that the black

community understood very well that the committee was not completely

<

- AR AL 8 o s SR

altyflistic in its efforts but ratheff%he althrlism was combined with

' selfishness since the big-industrialists on the pew Detroit‘gpmmittee
! . X {

e SeE g e

~

do not want further outbreaks of violence in the g}ty of Detroit.

L

Mr. Williams is a bit skeptical about whether or not the i

. ‘ i &7
., committee will actually accomplish anything, however, he sees itﬂet

_least a step toward trying to improve the situation. It is his

o~
-

opinion that the black community is attempting to find a new kind

Orr b;/ﬁ/lf’wxz "o /)7%5 [(&{’f/uk
of 1nter£;pter, a kind 0f~$qmbgdsma&? a black #bm, 1»*1, -eo teate
SF f//\ ,/’

with the white power 7tructure/eettf‘§ forth _the de51res of the/black

o=
Y ct / g / / .
cdmmun tyA remain re 0n31b1e ?tfi/black/ co 1tyz/

1111am stated at Ehe“black community needs a new klnd of
Négfbflﬁ%e{lec%ualzak who can communicate w1th the whlte n }n the S
- A ¢ ﬂ—éil~_:1l:2;;._7/
w/(/ ﬁ 3¢ J/L‘%F«T&/ff }f{o: rrT /u ,5 xfx::/ m-::tu:ﬂp(,., ot
white man's language “but who Will not become b1t-by~b1t.capt1ve o g
4 1
. the white community as small concessions are granted from—time—teo
' s

e, 4kmen we askfgbout activity during the riot, Mr. Williams told

~

us that he and Miss Jordan had observed the looting of several stores

including the large Westinghouse warehouse. He stated that the looters
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L appeared to him to feel that the merchandise was free and that/they \
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did not take it, it would be burned. They seem”%g,ﬁeel no moral . o
§

compunction about taking goods which did not belong to them. He

also stated that many'of the people involved in the looting undoubtdly

felt that they had a liscense to take whatever they wanted since the - é

: ; SR ) s i ' ‘
’ police were not haxhexximx beth / to stop the lootingeomd=imsmymmy = 4 ;

’ 1 /)¢ b therlt s ”“4/*42/'¢*V“""}31bb I7leet— - i
g;»was later tol%ﬂyere involved in some looting themselves. ' ’ e

Judging from the kinds of items taken, Mr, Williams surmised that 4

3

‘ ' many' of the people who were involved in the logting did not do it

! out of any sense of despiration or sense of need, however, some did i .
| )

Jeot
do—it out of a sense of need. In this connection he states- that

' many women were seen fleeing from drug stores with toilet items, :
:

others from grocery stores with cleaning equipment, mops and the like

and in one instance he told us ‘that he saw a little old lady of 3
! d%ﬂ?7/n,/ She trpr :
' perhaps 75 years wifﬁ’a x 12 rug dxagg@ngwtt-home betng so exhausted

i AR ée«/muﬂ'
‘ after, 5 or 6 steps thgt she would have stop and rest and-—themn dragslAA?/ . | "f‘

-

" 5 s,
P

it

. “'??::'\

the rug a little xug further. He assumes that she eventually made .

EEes s

it home and for the first time in her very dreary 1if§nhad a yery

' b |

nice rug on her floor. On the subject of education, both Mr. Williams ‘ "

Gl N

1
b

=

and Miss Jordan told us that the situation in Detroit public schools
was extremely severe because of a lack of finances. There was a

serious problem of ove;fprowding and a complete break;ﬂown in com-

muhication between the public schools and the black community. 1In

this regard @p//amllxagsbﬁq;d/hgfh Miss Jordan told us that she was

’ motrvpte Lt CI /
attempting to organize several parents groups in order to, phan=2— ‘

l bigger role in the administration of their partrtuiar school¢. This .

AR, ST el 33
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was , however, a very tedious process that sometimes necessitated meetings,

*

te

for 6 or 8 weeks before any sort of effective organization could be formed.

Miss Jordan referred to the protest boycott of the Northern High School,

.

and stated that in the future, protest may not be as non-violent.

R
Q\

It is interesting to note that the following week there was a rather
/ﬁh&tﬂﬁ!!’““ .
' violent protest at the Newfsorr Junior High Schoolj sgheseee students went ;
on a rampage, kicking most of the windows in the school and comitting

other acts of vandalism. ¥ . ‘

. INTERVIEWERS EVALUATION

- Mr. Korneagay, Mr. Williams and Miss Jordan are all Negroes.

Mr. Korneagay is in his late 50's or early 60's, and has been

s

executive director of the Detroit Urban League for a number of years.
=

-

In the opinion'of the interviewers, Mr. Kornegay would make a good

witness as to the trend of the Negro middle class toward militancy
& 9ywy~k~’

if he can be persuaded by the Commissionnfrankly. He took a rather

militant line during the course of our interview. Mr. Williams

would be quite knowledgeable about the working of the New Detroit

Committee and Miss Jordan is knowledgeable about the Detroit educational

system.

*%% As an addendum to the Kornegay, Jordan;.Williams interview there
should be appended 2 phapt pamphlets, which were given to us by

Negro
Mr. Kornegay; One is entitled "The Detroit Low Income/Family" and is

labeled Kornegay exhibit A; the other is entiiled "A Profile of the

Detroit Negro'" and is labeled Kornegay exhibit B.
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- INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM ,

k-3

To: Mr. Wilson A
From: John J. Ursu N

Michigan Civil Rights Commission

Lo Urnrerintn, <f 4 =
: Dr Levy, a Ph,D, fron7Mbssachusetts, has been with MCRC for three L

years. He spoke entirely on police-community relations.

3
Subject: Interview with|Dr. Burton 1e6§] Director of Community Services, é
i

MCRC's program assumes that there is a serious problem existing P
4\ /

in the area of police-Negro relations, and it assumes that the problem

can be solved. Nonviolent abuse by police of black citizens is the
—~— ,
source of most of the tension. The "front line!' of the police force -- -

~ omans® T s e 3 vl

o,

the patrolmen, scout car policemen and sergeants -- are main culprits,
_/ -

R e

o
e

- but the cure can only come from the high levels of police administration. 5

e

i

-’ .

Theoretically, at least, the police administration has the same k

power over the front line as any employer has over any employee. On ’

duty behavioral patterns should be controllable through ordinary systems 3

‘

et 2

ra

of rewards and punishments. A strong, McNamara type of commissioner in

ik

Detroit should be able to solve the police-community relations problem

LA

3

in that city. ‘é*é
i Levy works with all the police chiefs in the state. As he con- S5
vinces them of the true importance of good relations, and as they con-

vince each other, one of the causes of civil disorder should be dissi-

pated. (See the attached resolution,of the Michigan Association of
i Levy Ex.E
Chiefs of Policqﬁfor an encouraging example of the attitude of those men.)

The MCRC is cosponsoring (with the police chiefs) a program de-

; signed to get more Negroes onto police forces. (See attached promotional
i

b "oy uceconn. ernans HEC (ERG A cuL ers cor froe ‘

LA,
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~LevyExs.F-H
material,) The program is conducted with a $15,000 federal grant, but

the Chrysler Corporation has provided about $150,000 worth of service
and funds. Basically, the program encourages young men to apply, it
aids them in finding out where the jobs are, and it employs the good
offices of the various police chiefs to insure that jobs are available on
an equal basis. This program was started before the riot.

The CRC established valuable precedent during the July riot.
Tales of police abuse of prisoners were widespread, and CRC decided to
send observers to all places of detention. Police and other detention
authorities acquiesced in this move, but actual observers did not arrive

until Friday, by which time most of the police violence had stopped.

Evaluation
{;L(’
Dr. Levy is a very wekk informed, intelligent and articulate man.
He has done an enormous amount of work in police-community relations,

and, if the Commission is interested in hearing an expert in this area,

I would recommend that he be called.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM .
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Rty
&5%

To: Mr. Wilson

From: Walter Dukes

Subject: Interview withﬁgzliot D. Luby,!psychiatrist

R

~ Grievances in Detroit are not cured. Hostilities result and are
at an increasing rate of growth because of the inimaginative reality

__of thoughts which masses of poor men héve and the disbelief and dis-
enchantment in constructive change. Fathers in the poor family de-

i finitely have no sense of reality. Mothers are limited by administra-

Lep

tivertape. People are not in a position to receive and appreciate

culture or education in this class, particulary when they are hungry.

2

And then ?7777777727222227777 ypieny Deyr 7 jtapoils Mk ity SR
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Wilson

From: Dukes e
i,
— Sofkrnectdsi o
Subject: Interview with [Don Lopsinger ) a white z#@Est in Detroit i

1 ____-___—~X —————e— i

ot

TR SUPREMECIST i 28

N

Lopsinger is a white emmist-in Detroit who is professing E L
the use of arms to prevent the intrusion of Negroes into the :

. i
physical area and geographical area of the white domain; in additi

to protect them physically from any harm, which is in effect im-

minently present by the lenient attitudes of the administrators and ;

the government towards Negroes.

5
KT -.m.g-.ma-‘g«‘s,,aiﬁ:i JELTR s"*'@*‘ v

Mr. Lopsinger is )769'@’3@9 and states that he has

an effect only because there is a need, and that he stand for arm-

W gl g, fer i

ament simbly because it is a necessity; that he will make guns

available at bargain prices, particularly in automatic weapons, and

his philosophy is basically to kill before being killed. He wants

particularly everyone kept in their place; through the use of power

and affirmative protection of property. He wants a stronger police

force and the criminal element particularly stopped in the Detroit

' area. When questioned as to why he affirmatively would provide guns
for people interested in suchf{there was no question that if guns

were provided and at hand that violence would erupt, and if they

4
weren't present there would be no need for using theT;'he responded
that if the guns were'nt present edsH¥r possibly a life might be o
lost, and it would be a white life. I do believe that Mr. Lopsinge r

has a profit motive in his activities, in that these guns are paid

fory e feels that he can become an emminent person in the com-

oo U W SPeest - ORiNGEe— KBNS
2 - . SOPEMIST o5 \)emp-KILL, NOT BE KiLLen” “
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munity through the handling of this type of interest; he is not

getting a strong following, but has a cumulative effect from the
lower economic level, who see the threat of the Negro intrusion as
a real one, and who are being challenged constantly for position in
jobs, and for educational space, by the Negro. Mr. Lopsinger seems

; o THe B3epcd BIpTidusml T
to be Awnr e of and when asked if they presented a threat to

him, he commented that he could always protect his self, and the

need for such from any black nationalist would bi\rell taken care

—_

Jq @ WWM tl!;ejt> se\\:-e?'al 5port1n;Lgoods stores have been

rifled in the Detroit area recently, and arms taken out in sufficient

To <7 /ee" PZ NN RPN S S Ja Ly o e o S ST e

quantltlesz// Was subsequently asked, EEEj‘as-to—his—:mpfé%E?EET?ﬁ?*

V

the riot and the causes for it; a statement came forth that the

police had been too lax in their jobs and the Negroes presumably

had been given too much, and had decided that they were going to

take. more.

&E__

m—-ﬂ-@ Ries

(= Ror comdeovierTof! fouce Lk Wl N,

1 questinmed Mr. Lopsinger as to his impression of thé\\\
ssion of A

present possibility of violence in the Detroit area; and he stated

that it was imminent, and kexzkakrdx almost assured. The only
e

question was when. I asked him his reasons for believing such, and

he responded that the feelings were so high and so intense over
the loss of property that any excuse and any jusfification for

wogtd CAaLse AgeTHE
I asked Mr. Lopsinger

taking out vengeance on a person 0Or a group.
further as to his having any connection with any armament company
and he stated that he had done business in the line; however, this

was not his way of making a living and he was doing it for the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>