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By BILL McGRAW
Free P'tii SiaH Writer

Twin brothers from Detroit pleaded
guilty Tuesday to masterminding what
FBI officials said was one of the east
side's largest cocaine trafficking rings.
Johnny and Leo Curry, 29, pleaded

guilty to running a continuing criminal
enterprise and to income tax evasion in
an agreement negotiated by their law-
yers and government attorneys as their
trial was to begin in U.S. District Court.

If U.S. District Judge Richard Suhr-heinric- h

accepts the agreement, he
could sentence each of the brothers to
20 years in prison and fine them
$250,000. Each faces a minimum sen- -

Lamont Davis, n, according 10 me
indictment, "beat an unknown individ-
ual and set him on fire for failing to pay
a drug debt to the Curry organization."
The indictment also said Davis "inten-
tionally set fire to one of the Curry drug
houses at 4730 Wayburn" because of a
dispute over drug profits.
Also pleading guilty to a drug distri-

bution conspiracy charge Tuesday
were Jenkins, of McClellan Avenue
and Davis, of St. Jean Avenue. They
could receive up to 15 years in prison
and a $250,000 fine.

tween 1979 and 1987, Johnny and Leo

Curry provided crack cocaine, heroin
and marijuana to east side dope houses.

Drug proceeds allegedly were deliv-
ered to Allen Hill, Jr., 60, - one of 18
defendants scheduled for trial in No-

vember or "one of his employes at
Hill's Marathon Station, 10901 East
Warren, Detroit," according to the
indictment.
The indictment also said that the

Currys used "enforcers or hit men . . .

to intimidate persons" and that Leo

tence of 10 years with no parole under
the criminal enterprise charge.

No sentencing date was set.
Johnny Curry is married to Cathy

Volsan, 23, one of Mayor Young's
nieces. Volsan and several others were
listed as unindicted in
the original grand jury indictment,
which was announced April 2 after an
investigation by the FBI, Internal Rev-

enue Service and Detroit Police De-

partment.

According to the indictment, be
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It's not exactly Kuwait or Saudi
Arabia, but Oakland County is en-

joying a modest boom in oil and
natural gas, and it reaches Michigan
consumers mainly through Alma
rather than the perilous Persian
Gulf.

In the first three months of 1987,
the oil and natural gas wells in
southwest Oakland County pro-
duced 83,169 barrels of oil and 500
million cubic feet of natural gas,
said Roger Nelson, a production
analyst in the Geological Survey
Division of the state Department of
Natural Resources.
The pace is outstripping last

vear, when the total yield from
Oakland County wells was 246,995
barrels of oil and 1.2 billion cubic
feet of natural gas, he said.
Most of the Oakland crude is

being sold to a Total Oil refinery in

Alma; some is being sold to a Toledo
refinery, Nelson said.

Among the companies drilling in
Oakland County is Sumoco Oil of
Traverse City, which has a contract
with Total.
Jeff Huyck, a Somoco geologist,

said two Somoco wells in Lyon
Township and ore in Novi are each
producing their state-se- t limit of
209 barrels a day. and the Novi well
also is yielding 40,000 cubic feet of
natural gas daily.

Nelson said the DNR imposes the
limits to protect underground oil

pressure and prevent the wells from
flooding with water. He said the
vield is small compared to mideast
oil wells that produce 9,000 to
10,030 barrels a day.
Huyck said other, deeper So-

moco wells in northern lower Mich-
igan produce about 300 barrels a

day, but the oil in Oakland County is
easier to extract.
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Witness names
George Lemons
as one gunman
By JOE SWICKARD
Free Press Slaff Writer

Alberta Easter's son George Lemons was identified
Tuesday as one of the gunmen involved in the standoff at the
Bungalow Motel in Inkster where three policemen were
slain July 9.

A preliminary examination for Lemons, 45, on charges of
murder, assault and possessing a firearm during a felony,
began Tuesday before Livonia District Judge Robert Brze-zinsk- i.

Brzezinski previously heard several days of testimony
during a preliminary examination for Easter, 69, and her
two other sons, Roy Lemons Jr., 47, and William Lemons,
43. The judge has not ruled on whether they will stand trial.
The preliminary hearing for George Lemons had been

delayed while he underwent surgery for a blood clot. He
appeared in court Tuesday in a wheelchair with his legs
straight out and his feet bandaged.
Bungalow Motel owner Charles Marleau testified that he

saw George Lemons leave one of the family's two rooms
after he heard gunfire from within the rooms. Police believe
Inkster police Sgt. Ira Parser and Officers Daniel Dubiel and
Clay Hoover were slain in the initial burst of gunfire.
Marleau said that a few moments later he was in the

motel office when he saw George Lemons firing a pistol.
The testimony contradicted statements by Easter to

police and the news media that George Lemons was so weak
after a dialysis treatment that day that he could barely lift a
fork to eat. She said he was lying on a bed when the incident
began and remained on the floor throughout it.

Motel resident Garland Booker testified that when he
accompanied Dubiel and Hoover to the room to serve the
family with an eviction notice, he saw George Lemons
standing behind the adjoining doors between rooms 105 and
106 holding an assault-typ- e rifle.
After the shooting began, Booker testified, he saw

George Lemons firing a rifle while Roy Lemons was
shooting a flare gun.
Inkster police Detective John McGruder testified that he

and Parker made a "joint decision" to arrest Easter and Roy
Lemons that night on a bad check charge. But, McGruder
said, Parker, as shift commander, had the "ultimate deci-
sion" on whether to arrest Easter and Roy Lemons that
night or let them turn themselves in the next day.
Easter had argued with Dubiel and Hoover, and later

Parker over the telephone, that the bad check charge was a
civil, not criminal, matter.
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37, was estranged from his wife,
police, said. They said the couple
argued at their home in the 19500
block of Westbrook on the north-
west side about 7 a.m.
Meanwhile, a couple found shot

dead in bed at a home on the west
side were identified Tuesday as
Thomas Lamar, 20, and Beatrice
Washington, 17.

No arrests have been made in the
slayings of the couple, found shot in
the head in an upper flat on the 1400
block of Euclid, said police.

Police also said Tuesday that a
man was strangled to death in an
east side home after an argument
with another man. Michael Lee Hill,
34, was dead on arrival at Samari-
tan Health Center after the incident
on the 5000 block of Parker around
10 p.m. Sunday, police said.

A man found fatally assaulted
Saturday has been identified as
Mark Jones, 30, of Detroit. He was
walking at Copiin and Lozier on the
east side when three men drove up
and attacked him, police said.

la brief
E3 PONTIAC The Pontiac Area
Lighthouse, a human service agen-
cy serving Oakland County for the
past 1 5 years, has numerous oppor-
tunities for volunteers. Those inter-
ested in helping with food and
clothing drives and other projects
can call 9:30 a.m.-3:3- 0

p.m. weekdays.

ANN ARBOR - The University
of Michigan said Tuesday it will use
$1.7 million from the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-

eases to expand the battle against
cytomegalovirus (CMV), a major
cause of sickness and death among
AIDS victims, infants and organ
transplant patients.
The five-yea- r contract will fi-

nance the search for new drugs to
combat CMV, which infects about
40 percent of the population in

highly developed countries and up
to 100 percent of the population in

developing nations.
Symptoms of CMV infection sel-

dom appear except in infants and in
people whose natural immune sys-
tems have been weakened, includ-
ing organ transplant patients and
those with AIDS. There is no effec-
tive therapy for CMV,

DETROIT

Woman held in (loath
A Detroit woman

was in police custody Tuesday in
the shotgun slaying of her husband,
who police said had beaten her and
refused to let her go to work Tues-

day morning.
The Wayne County Prosecutor's

Office is attempting to determine
whether the actions of the woman,
a Ford Motor Co. stenographer in

Dearborn, were justifiable.
The dead man, Kenneth Jackson,
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A day at the zoo
Three-year-ol- d Evan Branstner, center left, and his cousin Adrian Marie Smith, 4, en-
joy a bear fountain at the Detroit Zoo on Tuesday.

Northwest employes counseled after crash
Vft elude this week, groups of employes

vent their feelings and thoughts about
the experience. The sessions also give
experts a chance to warn employes '

about emotional problems that might
develop, Butcher said.
The employes risk developing prob-

lems such as depression, loss of concen- -'
tration, fatigue and headaches, Butcher
said. "What they're trying to do is nip -

ed to racial justice director of the
National Board of the YWCA. Wat-
son left her post as director of the
downtown branch of the YWCA of

Metropolitan Detroit this year to
join the national YWCA staff as a
field director for the Eastern

S3 William Wisecarver, president
and chief executive officer of Good- -'

will Industries of Greater Detroit,
has been elected to the board of
directors of the National Associa-
tion of Rehabilitation Facilities.

3! Joann Watson has been promot

Associated Press

Northwest Airlines has required its
employes who helped and supported
the families of Flight 255 crash victims
to undergo counseling themselves.

Brent McNamara, a national sales
manager for the airline, said he wel-

comed the sessions after spending
what he described as the most difficult
10 days of his life in Detroit with
victims' relatives after the Aug. 16

crash that killed 156 people at Metro
Airport.
"It was important to relate to other

people who knew what I experienced,"
said McNamara, 28, whose work in
Detroit ranged from identifying re-

mains at a temporary morgue to help-

ing families make funeral arrange-
ments.
"It was totally physically, emotion-

ally and mentally draining. No one
could prepare for something like that."

A day after the crash, Northwest
asked James Butcher, a University of
Minnesota psychologist, to set up a
counseling program at Metro. The
team of psychologists was available to
the families of the victims on a r,

toll-fre- e hot line.
A week later, Northwest said all

100 employes who helped families in
Detroit would attend sessions with the
psychologists.
During the sessions, which con- -newsmaker
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Petitioners
fight land deal
for Ford plant
By JOHN LEAR ; .
Free Press Staff Writer

A group of Wayne residents is ask-
ing the state Department of Natural
Resources to reject a city request to let
a Ford Motor Co. stamping plant be
built on a city-owne- d wooded area that
includes 45 acres of wetlands.
Dennis Tomashewski, who lives on

Treadwell just east of the 85-ac- site
of the proposed plant, said about 75
residents have signed petitions that
will be delivered to the DNR in Lansing
today.
"We want a careful watch of what's

going on out here," said Tomashewski.
Ford plans to build a 677,000-square-fo-

stamping plant south of its
Wayne Assembly Plant on Michigan
Avenue, city officials said. The plants

"

would be linked by an enclosed con- - .

veyor.
The city filed for a permit on July 23

to build on the wetlands as part of an
arrangement under which the city land
is to be sold to Ford. Tomashewski said
residents didn't learn of the plan until
after a 20-da- y period for public com-

ment, and would like the DNR to hold a
public hearing.
Assistant City Manager John Zech ',

said there were news accounts of the
plan and the wetlands issue before the
end of the public comment period.

He said city officials are aware of ".
the residents' concerns but that "the ..
project is not going to negatively im-

pact on that neighborhood."
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JOB: Royal Oak's director of public
safety, and, for the pope's visit to
the Detroit area Sept. 18-1-

volunteer director of
transportation for the Archdiocese
of Detroit.
AGE: 48
FAMILY: wife, Faith, and seven
children, ages nine to 24.
BACKGROUND: Appointed to present
post in Royal Oak in 1979. From
1 975 to 1979 was police chief in
Charleston County, South
Carolina; from 1972 to 1975 was
police chief in Jamestown, N.Y.
WHAT'S NEWS: Since February, Ball
has been working with the U.S.
Secret Service the
activities of 230 lay volunteers and
the exact routes of 100 cars and
dozens of buses that will, during
the pope's visit, transport
rjignitaries to and from Hart Plaza,
Hamtramck and the Pontiac
Silverdome.
"It's a lot like being the

conductor of a symphony
orchestra," Ball said. "It means
keeping track of a lot of detail.

I

don't expect to sleep much that
weekend, but it's worthwhile."

Eleven buses will be used to
transport journalists. It's Ball's job
to plan a route that will keep them
close to the papal entourage and
make sure no one gets left behind.

Ball will travel between the Hart
Plaza, Hamtramck and Silverdome
by car, keeping track of things by
car phone, which will be answered
by his wife.
The lay volunteers will perform

such functions as driving transport

Robbery suspect sought

a huge success,
organizers say
The last song played Monday at this year's Stroh's

Montreux-Detro- it Jazz Festival was Duke Ellington's
"Things Ain't What They Used to Be."
It appeared to be an apt description for the eight-year-o- ld

festival, proclaimed a resounding success
Tuesday by organizer Detroit Renaissance. The orga-
nizers cited attendance estimates of 550,000 at 81
performances held over five days and nights at Hart
Plaza and other downtown venues. Festival spokes-
man Eric Dueweke said that compared well with
crowd estimates of 350,000 in '86 and 300,000-350,00- 0

in '85 for festivals that were one night shorter.
Although Dueweke didn't have access to crowd
estimates from the festival's early years, he said: "We
think it's definitely the best festival by far. It tran-
scended just a jazz event; it was also an outstanding
civic event."
Organizers viewed the festival as an exhilarating

celebration of jazz, with 981 musicians playing on
stages and at jam sessions, and with a National Public
Radio audience grooving on Detroit's image as a jazz
center. Dueweike said no major crowd incidents were
reported.
Emblematic of the weekend was the way it ended.

When the last note was blown, 70 year-ol- d drummer
J.C. Heard who performed almost every night at the
festival set down his battered drumsticks, walked
offstage and hugged Detroit Renaissance President
Robert McCabe.
"This is the high point of the summer for everyone

who plays," said local guitarist Joe LoDuca. "It was
really a class situation. I wish we could develop more
of it. There's no kick as big as this."

Charles Hunt, Free Press Special Writei

vehicles and meals.
Each site has its own chairman

and a plan for dealing with medical
emergencies.

Ball brings to the job 26 years'
experience in law enforcement,
which he began in 1 96 1 as deputy
with the Erie County Sheriffs
Department in Buffalo, N.Y.

He also been a New York State
Police parole officer; an
investigator for the U.S. Treasury
Department, and an assistant
professor of criminal justice at the
State University of New York at
Buffalo.

He is a member of the Shrine of
the Little Flower Catholic parish in

Royal Oak, where he is a diocesan
pastoral minister. He was was
recently accepted as a candidate
for a three-yea- r program of study
leading to ordination as a lay
deacon.

Maryanne George

The Detroit Clearinghouse, a group of banks, is
offering a $1,000 reward for information leading to
the arrest and indictment of this woman, who is
suspected of robbing a Hamtramck bank and at-
tempting to rob a Detroit bank. At 3:30 p.m. Aug. 31 .
the Liberty State Bank & Trust, 9301 Jos. Campau,
was robbed of an undisclosed amount of money, said
FBI Special Agent John Anthony. Then at 1 :30 p.m.
Friday, Anthony said, an attempt was made to rob a
National Bank of Detroit branch at 14555 E. Jeffer-
son. "In each instance, she entered the bank,
presented a demand note requesting $1,000 and
claimed to have a gun in the pocket of her jacket."
Anthony said. The woman is described as being
about 25, 5 foot 2, 130 lbs., with blonde or brown
hair and acne or freckles on her face. Anyone with
information about the woman is asked to call the
Michigan FBI office at 965-232- 3 anytime.


