W? of the Ad-Hoc Action Group - Citizens of Detroit are compelled by events,
circumstance and our committment to return again to 1300 Reaubien,

We will not accept "justice" when it has only taken pacifying efforts to
dilute community concern and committment, We are refering snecifically
to Police Commissioner Snreen's action regarding Cobo Hall T (the charge
of the White Brigade, May 13, 1968 on the Poor Peovle's Camnaign.)

We aoplaud the far-reaching nlans which you, Commissioner Spreen, sooke

of in your statement regarding Cobo Hall I: "Training for supervisory
officers and subordinates. . .more equipment. . .sound equioment. . .
more effective vortable loud trailers and public address systems. . .
more suoervisory officers at the first and second echelons of command. « e
Citizens Complaint Bureau orocedures being reviewed and strengthened. « »
the recognized need for a volice-community relations unit within this
department. . .project community-oriented patrol must be expanded and
accglerated. . .specially designated task force, utilized to augment the
Citizens Commlaint Bureau in their efforts to investigate."

The§e plans, if implemented, would definitely work to estatlish real
Solice-Community relations. The ouestion is, Commissioner Spreen ===
CAN IT BE DONE??

Can you understand and appreciate the distrust --- the lack of faith in
your words --- with which many peoole in this community view your DIro-
nouncements? We need an act of good will on the part of the Detroit
Solice Department. The erosion in police-comunity relations has a his-
tory of many years and wany broken promises.

So we come here today bereaved, in a funeral spirit --- it seems that
justice has died in Detroit --- if not all of America, We are corpelled
to witness this reality with a symbolic funeral --- and at the same time
re-dedicate ourselves to the cause from which the movement came --- namely,
an end to police brutality and the resurrection of justice in our city.
We ask that you come out from irithin your office and commit yourself and
your devartment to the resurrection of justice in Detroit by taking the
following ACTIONS, not promises:
" pecause of a six and one half month delay in action regarding Cobo

BT aWe demand that the trial board proceedings be opened to

» have no assurance that "the Commissioner's hearing"
e place. Or will that, too, take 63 months?
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; f::§QChed to this statement is a copy of a memorandum from a
representative of the Commission on Community Relations
to his Superior, Mr. Richard Marks, In this memorandum he states
that he saw photogranhs of Inspector Sylvester standing by watching
as Patrolman Kursteiner beat a young man. Pontius Pilate washed
his hands and stood by --- we know what came from that lack of
courage and leadership., We are incensed that this kind of silent
acquiescence to police brutality is existent in 1968 in Detroit.
Inspector Sylvester must be held accountable for these actions
at a Police Trial Board.

We believe that in the interest of justice that Command Officers must bear
the same punitive action as Patrolmen. It is a poor form of elitism to
punish only those who take orders and not those whose orders or lack of
orders create an atmosphere and an attitude that leads to beaten, bloodied
heads, racial slurs, and rioting on the part of police.

Your promises of meetings and future training for command officers DOES
NOT undo the carnage left on May 13, 1968 and October 28, 1968 and
ember 1, 1968 --- not to mention the daily incidents that do not come
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