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Bill Cahalan

still courts
judge’s post

ﬂ? us, Take Bill Cahalan, for exam-
ple.

This was to be the first day of his new
career s one of two new judges on the
Michigan Court of Appeals. The $90,000-
a-ycar seats were decided in yesterday's
general election. It's a job that would have
carried the 62-year-old former Wayne
County prosccutor into comfortable retire-
ment and he figured, with a nome like Ca-
halan, he had a good shot at it.

AS 1T STANDS, however, Cahalan's
lucky some engraver isn't chiseling that
name into a headstone. And if there’sa
_}:Idﬁl‘.“ihip anywhere on the horizon, it'll

ave Lo be an appointment from Gov. Jim
Blanchard.

“Umstill waiting for a call,” Cahalan
says with a wry smile, "But I guess the gov-
erpu&' lms more important thingson his
mind.

Not that Bill Cahalan’s luck is all bad.’
Far from it.

“Things were so grim fora while lnst
spring that m]yw ife, Mary, was actually
working on a list of pallbearers,” Cahalan
recalled the other evening over dinner, “I
had no idea what was going on, of course, 1
spent weeks totally out of touch with ev-
erything nround me. No senses, no memo- -

: ; ometimes fate plays strange tricks

*But somehow I made it back,” Cahalan
said, smiling. “The Irish are just lucky that
way, [ guesa.”
Cahalan is Michigan's racing commis-

sioner. It's the lastest stop on a journey to

» anew life which began in August 1983,
_when he resigned after 16 years as chiel

Wayne County prosecutor o seek fame
and fortune in private law practice.

WITHIN WEEKS heaccepted o posi-
tion with prominent Detroit condemna-
tion lawyer Alan Ackerman, the guy who
handled the much-ballyhooed $42 million
Chrysler~Jefferson plant land and used
machinery deal, Cahalan wasn't on hand
for that one, but he did assist Ackerman in
the $12 million M. Elliott park deal,

Ackerman and Cahalan have nothing
but pratse for each other. But their alliance

- didn't work out. Cahalan had been hoping .

for o pubernatorial judgeship appuintment
from Blanchard, and when that fell
through he nccepted the post of racing
commissioner in the summerof 1985,

By now he hnd moved ina short period
of time from western Wayne County to
Birmingham to Grosse Pointe Farms, He
and new wife, Mary, olso had become par-
entsoflan infant son, John,

The racing commission office is located
in Plymouth, which isn't exactly next door
to Grotse Pointe Farms.

THE APPEALS COURT beckoned
last January. Cahalan was just getling
geared up to run in February when he be-
gan having stomach pains. He thought it
was an ulcer. It turned out to be cancer,

*Before the first operation they told me
1 had a 50-50 chance to survive,” Cahalan
said.*I didn't like the odds, but I had no
choice.” There were poat-operative com-
plicationa, Surfer:,' followed surgery. Six
operations inall.”

Throughout the early part of his illness
Bill's cousin, Wayne County Circuit Judge
\\’HLiam Leo Cnhann, l;i}el.:l to keep his ap-
peals court hopes alive by issuing progress
reporis that asounded like Bill was suffering
from little more than gastritis.

“We hoped for & miracle all along,” Bill
Cahalan waid. *We didn't want anyone lo
know how bad things were.”

How bad are they row? “I have no com-
plaints at all,” Cahalan said. “I'm hete and
gt’; whathmum.ﬂ, Of cour=e, I'd still like

t iuclgn ip, but .7

Well, it numui-d beashorierdtive lo
work.

For the record
Cormrections

and clarifications:
Christopher Kerlesz,
reader tepresentative,
222.2212.

H Because of a compuler enor
al the American Coflege of Radi-
. the name ol Hernlage
Hospital in Taylor was omitied
from a tist ol institutions that
have mammeography units ac-’
crediled by the colege. The list
appeared on Page 6A Tuesday.
Knollwood Cimic, Lapeer, did
not use general puipose X-ray
machines fto lest lor Ureast
cancer in women in 1987. An
aide al the chinic erred in answer-
ing a slate questionnaire in
January 1987, and the name of
the clinic appeared on Page 12A
Sunday on a fist providéd by the
state Department of Public
Health.
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Vannelli Detroit closes doors

Financial problems plague downtown restaurant

_ By Sandra Silfven

and Greg Lopez
News Stall Wrilors

Touted as the cornerstone of a downtown
dining revival, Vannelli Detroit restaurant
on Woodward closed Tuesday after failing in
last-ditch efforts to pay back rent. -

Attempts to keep the restaurant open ran
out of “time and money,” said owner Dante
Vannelli, who also operates Vannelli's Gus'

~ Steak House in Lake Orion,

“We made the decision to close about 1:30
a.m, yesterday (Monday),” he said.

“It didn't look like there would be a white
knight down the road to save us even if we
did put up enough money.

“WE JUST didn't serve enough dinners,

Wo couldn't increase our lunches any more;
they were great. But we could not be a
lunch-only restaurant.”

It was the second big downtown restau-
rant this month to be reported in financial
difficulty. Last week Lanie Pincus, the own-
er of the London Chop House, one of
Detroit's best-known restaurants, was sued
by Michigan National Bank for allegedly
defaulting on a $160,000 loan. ’

Assets in the Chop House have been
pledged as a security for the loan, -

Vannelli Detroit, in the renovated Metro-
pole Building, had been open for about 18
months,

_LAST SUMMER, a Wayne County
Circuit Court lawsuit alleged that Dante

Vannelli was behind §97,600 in rent. At the
time, he conceded he did owe some rent, but
not that much,

The lawsuit was filed by the Metropole
Bullding Limited Partnership and Acquivest
Unlimited Inc,, owners of the renovated
building Vannelli Detroit was located in, on
Woodward between Fort and Congress, The
owners could not be reached for comment on
the closing. -

- Employces and customers wore shocked
al finding the restaurant closed. A cook,
Mandy Galvin, arrived al 7 a.m. and was told
of the closing by another employee. There
was no warning, she said. The restaurant had
60 workers.

Ken Harris, an investment adviser with
Harris Group Ltd. in the Penobscot Building

Rogers goes home
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SJAMES L. VARON T Detrodt News

Delroit Lions' defensive end Reggie Rogers, wearing a "hako” neck brace, s put in an ambulance for the trip home alter being released
from Ponliac Osteopalhic Hospital Tuesday night. Rogers, 24, has been charged with theee counts of manslaughter in the deaths of three
teen-agers in an Ocl. 20 auto crash in Ponliac. He fractured his neck and sulfered a severed thumb in the accident. He will be araigned

Officer pleads guilty to armed robbery

Kidnapping charges

dismissed in deal

By Mike Martindale
News Stall Wriler

A Detroit police officer who allegedly used
his uniform and a scoutl car in & robbery
spree pleaded guilty Tuesday to two counts
of armed robbery and one count of using a
firearm in the commission of a felony.

Brian Crile, 21, a patrolman for lwo years
and assigned to the 11th (Davison) Precinct,
entered the plea before Recorder's Court
Judge Prentice Edwards. The plea was part
of a tentencing agreement with the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s office thal calls for
several similar charges to be dismissed
Under the agreement, two other armed

| _NEwsFoCus
PREPAID COLLEGE TUITION

robbery charges and two kidnapping charges
will be dismissed.

Following the plea, Crite was returned to
the Wayne County Jail, where he is being
held on $175,000 bond.

CRITE'S SENTENCING is set for
Nov. 21. As part of the agreement, which still
must be reviewed by Edwards, Crite would
serve between 12 and 40 years in a stale
prison, according {o George Ward, the coun-
ty's chiefl assistant prosecutor.

If convicted on the more serious kidnapp-
ing or armed robbery Crite could.
receive a maximum sentence of life in prison.
Conviction of using a firearm in the commis-
sion of a crime carries a mandatory two-year
senlence.

Crite, who was ofl-duty at the time of the

alleged robberies and has since been
suspended, was picked out of a police linevp

by three people who reported being robbed
between 11:25 p.m. Aug. 15 and 2:40 a.m.
Aug. 16.

TEN PEOPLE have told police they
were robbed of $1,150 in cash and 33,000 in
Jewelry by two uniformed men. Several said
they were driving cars when ':3"‘”" and
ordered to lean againat the marked scout car
as the two “officers”™ went through their
pockets. -

The scout car was traced to the 1lth
Precinct through information supplied by
the victims, including & police officer’s
daughler who recalled the identification
numbers on the vehicle,

Crite and another officer were detained
briefly in August following the robberics but
were released when none of the victims could
idenlify them.' Crite and Moss laler were
artested after an investigation by the police
Internal Affairs Section.

“g

and a frequent customer, also was surprise
“] think it's ead,” he said. “They had v
good Italian fvod. The restaurant filleda
void in downtown lunch options. I ate th‘?
once a week." :

L]

JEROME 'BARNEY, an attorney for
Wayne County, said he hopes: the closjlg
doesn't, gignal that there is nol enough
business for a goad restaurant in downtown
Detroit. _ !

“Maybe their frices were just a little igo
high for this market,” he said. “You've govfo
price meals for people who are secretaries
and not just the big shooters.” ) »,

Vannelli Detroit tried to lure night cis-
tomers with everything from cut-rate drinks
to buffets, opera singers and jozz. It even
provided a free shuttle to ferry customers lo
Jue Louis Arena for hockey games,

Please see CIusaf&B
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River Roug

council kills
emergency -

rescue plan:

Suburb may be headet

toward receivership

By Tarek Hamada )
Nows Stafll Writor ;

The River Rouge City Council scrapgied
an emergency reorganization plan, putigg
the financially troubled city in dangerelf
becoming the second in Michigan historyito
go into receivership, state officinls said.. 7%

The council voted 4-2 Monday to revess
layoffs and pay cuts made by Mayor Ign
Cooney Oct. 31. *

State Treasurer Robert Bowman ca
the vole irresponsible,

ey have done a disservice to the
citizens by not looking the problem in the
eye,” he said Tuesday. *The plan made sense.
It was tough. the city council just basically
eald, ‘Let’s stick our heads in the sand and
the problem will go away.' It's the Alice in
Wonderland theory of local government.”

Bowman wamed that the Treasury De-
pariment will consider taking m'eﬂﬁ'.-_er
Rouge's finances if city leaders fail to nddress
the deficit.

Cooney sald he'll ask Treasury officials to
talk to the council about the importance of
the budget cuts. The next regular meeting is
Now. 15,

In December 1956, the neighboring city of
Ecorse became the first municipality in
Michigan history to have a receiver. The
court-appointed officinl makes all financinl
deciaions.

The River Rouge council voted Monday
to:

B Return 11 laid-off workers to their jobs.

B Retumn tg previous levels the salaries of
four department heads. Their salaries were
cul by 65 percent.

W Stop the transfer of a secretary from the
mayor's office 1o the Office of Public Works.

M Stop Cooney from offering an early retire-
ment program to cily workers,

B Let Personnel Director Jessie Laginess
return to her job. Laginess was suspended
without pay because the state Treasury
Depariment is investigatling her role in
issuing paychecks to four city department
heads over Cooney’s objections,

M Fire financial consultant Charles Septows-
ki who helped Cooney come up with the
reorganization plan,

The council approved the reorganization
Oct. 18, efter it was Lold by Cooney the city

Please sce Rescue/6B
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Education Trust. "As I've xaid all along, we are a Federal Savi - 01025 Nov 16 Karen McAlliater, one of Lhe kingpina in the arrest, zaid
nation of procrstinators. We didn't nmttlhe Cearbom Federa ngs 1 — the incident began Monday at 559 pm. ahen Mantin
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kind in the country, covers public and private Citizens Federal Savings 105 -— Nov. 15 puree, 1 chased him and grabbed him in a headlock from
colleges both inand out of state. - Cofonial 275 behind in the foyer, and grabbed him by his hair. He was
" THEY CAN pay the whole amount in a | Central Savings 120 over TbA Nov.30 | swearing and purching and got amay. but divpped the
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