Press Release

November 20, 1965

Less than three weeks ago the voters of Detroit rejected
"crime on the streets" as a legitimate issue in the election
of a mayor and Common Council. The leading exponents of "get
tough" law enforcement and a "take the handcuffs off the police"
policy were emphatically repudiated at the polls.

Mayor Cavanagh's latest brainstorm in the form of a pro-
posal to arm policemen with unconstitutional "stop and friék'
authority causes many of us to wonder just who won the last -
election, It comes as a distinct shock to thousands of voters
who supported the Mayor's appeal to join in a team effort to move
our city forward,

The "search and frisk" proposal is especially shocking and
a complete surprise to Detroit members of the State Legislature
who would normally be expected to carry the ball for any
state law of particular interest to the citizens of our city.

It is unfortunate that MMayor Cavanagh chose to go directly
#o the press and over £he heads of Detroit legislators with an
appeal to the Governor in regard to proposals directly within

A

the Jurlsdlctlon of'the state legislators.
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We stand ready now and a t any time to sit down with the
Mayor and work out with him and members of the Common Council a
joint legislative approach to broad state legislative solutions
not only toward the control of crime but also toward the elimin<
ation of poverty and ignorance which are among the primary roots ©
of crime,

We will be glad to cooperate in legislation that will pro-
vide expanded educational and job training programs for unem=
ployed and drop-out youth in order to get at the source of the
problem.

We are in favor of expanded detention facilities and
half-way houses to keep repeat law breakers off the streets and
provide a chance for rehabilitation.

We will cooperate in making money available for more
policemen and better paid policemen, for more street lighting,
Sy .

We are in favor of additional legislation to provide better
training for our policemént

We will cooperate in rallylng the communlty in a massive
'4 w . \-*@ mn
effort of crime preventic
yaove. Eore
based on mutual espec

and ccoperatlon with the police

> police and the citizens
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We ca it ;
annot unite Detroit or move our city forward by

legalizi . '
g ing the type of “"crackdown" by the police department that

An th ] i
e past has violated the rights of the law-abiding while fail
failing to control the operation of the criminal.

We cannot eliminate "crime on the streets" by waging war

against the constitutional rigats of 1 aw-abiding citizens.

We cannot expect citizens to respect and cooperate with

the police when the police are encouraged to be disrespectful

and to refuse to cooperate with those very same citizens.
We have no reason to doubt Mayor Cavanagh's sincerity in
seeking state legislative solutions to the control of crime in

our city. We do feel, however, if he is trying to influence and

cooper ate with the state legislature and the citizens of Detroit

who are all genuinely concerned with this problem, he has a

strange way of showing it. We, therefore, call upon the Mayor at

this time to return to his original conception of team effort.

We, in the legislature. stand ready to meet with him and any ¢ .4l

other interested citizens to work out this common problem in a

manner that will serve to unite our city and thus enable us all

to continue to move forward.
SIGNED: '

Senator Col
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