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Hone RAY GimARDIN :
PoLicE CoumissionEny CiTy oFf DETROIT
1300 BeEauBiEN AVE,

Derrot T 26, MicHIGAN
Dean VR, GirARDING

Last FriDAYy June 19, Rev, DONALD ScHmoEDERy DimrEcTOR OF FAMILY
LiFe and PusLic RELATIONS FOR THME DETrOIT Council OF CHURCHESS
THE VERY REve THOMAS RUFFiINg OF STe GEORGE SyrtAN ORTHODOX CHURCH}
Mre HORACE SHEFFIELDy ADMINISTRATIVE V)CE=PRESIDENT OF THE TRARE
Unpon LEADERSHIP CounciLj AND Mre Sob |« LiTrman, Bicwicas Direc=
TorR OF THE AnTi=DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'nAl B'RITHy WERE HONORED
TO WAVE BEEN INVITED BY THE POLICE ACADEMY TO ADDRESS THE CURRENT
ACADEMY CLASS,

SOME OF uUS HAVE HAD THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE CLASS ON A
NUMBER OF OCCASIONSy; AND SOME OF US WERE DOING THIS FOR THE FIRST
TIME,

WE ARE WRITING TO YOU AFTER CONSIDERABLE THOUGHTy TO EXPRESS SOME

OF OUR CONGERN AS A RESULT OF OUR AFTERNOON WiTH THE POLICE ACAD=

EMYe FRAMNKLYy; WE WERE D)STURBED BY THE EVIDENT LAOK OF UNDERSTANDING
BY THESE POTENTIAL POLICE OFFICERS IN THE AREA OF RAGE, UMILE WE

DID NOT EXPECT A HIGHLY FOPHISTICATED APPROACH TO THIS SUBJECT,
NEVERTHELESS WE WERE D)STURBED TO FIND THAT SOME OF THESE POLICE
CAND)DATES QUESTINED NOT ONLY THEIR ABILITYy BUT ALSO THME DESIRABILITY
OF REMAINING OBJECTIVE IN POLICE WORK IN VIEW OF THE LACK OF RESPECT
THEY FELY FOR THE NEGRO COMMUNITY,.

WE FEEL IT NECESSARY TO EXPRESS OUR DEEP CONCERN BECAUSE WE ARE GEN=
UINELY FEARFUL THAT SOME OF THESE YOUNG MENy SHOULD THEY BE M)REDBY
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, WILL SERVE AS A SOURCE OF DEEP EMBARRASSMENT
TO THEIR DEPARTMENT; A9 WELL AS A SOURCE OF CONFLICT WITH THE NEGRO
coMMUN]TYe WE COULD NOT HELP ASKING OURSELVES WHAT TYPE OF SCREEN™
ING PROCESS WAS |NVOLVED |N THE SELECTION OF THESE POLIGE CADETS,

WE COULD NOT HELP WONDERING ABOUT THE GURRICULUM OF THE POLIOE AGAD=
EMYy AND TS FAILURE TO TEACH THESE YOUNG MEN ANYTHING ABOUT THE
NATURE OF THE COMMUN)TY AND THE PEOPLE THEY WiILL BE WORKING W) T,

WE WERE EQUALLY AMAZED TO FIND THAT SOME OF TMESE YOUNG MEN FELT FREE
TO VENT CXPRESS)ONG® OF MATRED WHIOM WERE OBVIOUSLY WURTFUL AND EM=
BARRASSING TO THE FEW NEGRO OADEYS PRESENT.

THOSE OF US WHO HAVE BEEN TO THE AGADEMY ON A NUMBER OF DOCAS|ONS
HAVE WEVER BEFORE FELT TWE SAME SENSE OF DISAPPOINTMENT IN THE NATURE
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AND QUALITY OF THE DISGUSS|ONe AT ANY RATEy NEVER WAVE ATTITUDES
AND INYENTIONS BEEN SO FREELY AND CLEARLY IND)CATED,

We ANTIOIPATE THAT YOU WILL WANT TO TAKE YOUR OWN ACTION IN TERMS OF
TIGHTENING UP TME SELECTIVE PROCESS AND PROVIDING A BETTER; FULLER
HUMAN RELATIONS TRAINING FOR YOUR CADETS.

SINGERELY YOURS,

Reve DONALD SGHROEDER

THE Very Reve THomas RurFin




