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TO: Mayor Roman S. Gribbs
FROM: John M. Amberger, Administrative Assistant
RE: Report on '"Michigan Committee Against Repression'

On May 18, 1970, a letter was received from the above committee
charging 24 cases of "arrests, beatings and other repressive
‘measures which have been taken against members of the National
Committee to Combat Fascism (organizing bureau of the Black
Panther Party) by the Detroit Police Department." The letter

. was signed by 19 citizens, some of whom are legislators or
members of responsible organizations. Due to the serious nature
of the charges, a meeting was qu‘ickiy sche&uled for Friday,
May 22, 1970. -- e
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At that meeting, the C’i’ty' was pres 3 dﬁ'“ﬁ‘l aﬂegatmns

M1ch1gan Civﬂ mghts Comxﬁissibn, an
Commission on Comumty Relations.
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Frankly, from the City's point of view this meeting was quite fruitless
as the participants from the committee rejected all of our preliminary
findings, refused to narrow the issues, and insisted that we continue
to investigate all 24 cases. One participant indicated to the press and
television that five additional charges would be documented and sent

to the Mayor's office., To date, these have not been received.

After this meeting, the Police Department's Citizens Complaint

Bureau returned to work but it quickly became apparent that they

would need more information to investigate all 24 charges. On

June 3, 1970 a call was made to a spokesman for the group. He

was asked to have someone from his committee supply further

information to as we did not want the police to go to the Panther's

headqua.rters, as this might have been construed as further harassment.

He indicated that he would have someone contact this office and on

June 9, 1970, we received a call from Mr. James Pita. He was

informed of our need for information and indicated that he would

.call back, No call was received, and on June 19, a letter was

sent to.the spokesman specifically indicating our need for information

on 7 cases. During the following week, this office had two telephone

conversations with Mr. Pita who finally stated on June 25, 1970 that it

would be pointless to provide further information on the 7 cases as

they would probably lead to nothing more than further denials and

counter-éemala@ Mr. Pita indicated that he had spoken to Senator

¢ ] ,d,ezg,tzﬁed as the chairman of the committee
committee. Mr. Pita indicated that it

ior that the real issue was not the 24 cases
: je at the first meeting of May 22, 1970.
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(2) Have the Mod Squad stop bothering people
selling papers in the downtown Detroit area.

(3) Open the Special Investigation Bureau's files
to the Committee Against Repression. "

It is felt that these three demands can be sufficiently answered at this
time. Based on our general information and specifically on the 24
cases cited by the committee, we have no clear evidence to indicate
that members of the Detroit Police Department are harassing persons
selling the Panther newspaper. On the contrary, our investigation
reveals that the Police Department has procedures to insure that
unnecessary confrontations with the Black Panthers are avoided. There
have been complaints from some of the Panthers when they create a
nuisance in the downtown area. (See attached May 19, 1970 report to
the Common Council.) 1

On the matter of breaking up the Mod Squad, it should be pointed out
that this has been a highly effective force in dealing with purse
snatching and pickpockets in the downtown area. They are needed

to keep the downtown area safe. Their work would be more effective
if the Panthers would stop identifying them and did not interfere with
auempted arrests. (See attached May 19, 1970 report to the Common
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, m_ nthers, the committee, or any group, this would be simply
o ss3lals would be no point to the existence of the Bureau
18, . .8 the confidential work of this Bureau
June 28, 1970 from turning into a
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