
DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

De t ecti ve Di vi s ion 

Dato J uly 13 , 1970 
To: Commissioner Patrick Murph y ( Through Channe l s ) 

Subject: I NVESTIGATI ON REGARDING THE FATAL SHOOTING OF BURTON I. GORDIN . 

On March 20, 1970 th e b ody of Burton I. Gordin was found fata lly 
shot in a private park ing garage l ocated at 524 E. Lafa ye t t e . Det ective 
Lie ut ena nt Kenneth Scott and Dete c tive Sergeant Joseph Zisler o f the 
Homicide Bureau were assi gne d to coor di nate the inve s ti ga tion. 

During the cour se of the inve stiga tion numer ous persons were inter-
viewed r egarding th e ir activities and as to per sona l i nvolvement or know -
led ge of the fata l sho otin g . A tot a l of fift ee n (1 5 ) in d ividu a l polygraph 
tests were administered and their re sult s analy ze d by skilled pers onn e l of 
the Scien ti fic Bureau. 

A tot a l of eleven (11) persons were t aken into cu s tody and ques tion e d 
regardin g this inc i dent, and the back gr oun d and possible involv ement of 
these pers on s is still under inves t i ga t ion . 

Numero us communications and i nquiri es regarding persons pos si bly in-
volved, ar.d e·..-idcncc ~cq-.1i.: a d, have .be:1::n dispc d :c;hed and r e c e iv ed on a 
st ate , nation a l ar,d i.nternational lev e l. 

Any inform atio n, which may co me into t he poss ess ion of ~he Ci vil 
Rights Commission , will be gratefully receiv ed and :fully investi gated . 

. Any inform a tion which we h ave in our possess ion. which may b e us ed 
~n any subsequent co urt action , must r emai n conf id en tial until th e pre se n-
tation of this evidence in court. 

The investigation is continuing. 
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,,3"osep h Zisl er - Badge DS- 4'79 
Petective Sergeant - Homicide . ./ 
JZ:hm 
1s t Endors ement 
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Ken neth Scott - Bad ge DL-7 8 
Detective Lieutenant - Homicide 

TO: Chi e f of Detectives ( Thr oug h Channe ls), 4/3/70: 
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0 1:Pid,T;,i ;:NT OF POI JCE 
[.t:TR on , M.u UGAN 4~23 l 

1111.nun. V. M 1111HY 
t,on.,..,ui onv 

July 21, 1970 

M r . Juli a n A, Cook, Jr. 
Pr esident 
Mi chi ga n Civ il R igh ts Commission 
100 0 Cad ill ac Squ a re Buildin g 
D etroit , Michi gan 4 8226 

D e ar Mr . Cook: 

In r e ply to your r e c ent lette r concernin g t he inves t igat ion into th e 
n~urd e i- of Mr . Bu rton I. Gordin , I have enclosed a pro g r ess r e po r t pre-
par ed by our Homicide Bureau . Plea se be assur e d that t he invest ig a tion 
is s t ili b ei n~ activ e ly pursu e d a nd that w e will do e v e ry t h in g we ca n to 
brin g th is case to a s u cces s fu l closur e in cou rt . 

Thank you fo r you r th oughtfu l comme nt s about th e new educationa l 
r equi r e m e nts fo r promoti on to th e hi gh e r r a nks w ithi n the Dep a rtm ent . I 
appr ecia t e knowin g o f y ou r support . 

PVM :mn 
Enclo s ure 

Sin ce rely yO\ll' S, 

C7?i.~ :L 16~- ...L 
Patrick V . Murphy '7 • 
Commission e r 
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