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Robocop, continued from page A 1 -___ _ 

cause ·in my neighborhood tha1 s 
the on ly wav you can get the cop, 
to come to your house .  

never received any dtScipline in the 
C'J�� 

wh i le handcuffed in his hv1ng room
. damaging his racial structure, eyes,

teeth and other parts of his body,' 
and falsely arrested,According to the ollic«s 1\dk,ns 

tried to grab /\.\clcndez'> gun Ho" 
ever, the mc'<iia was told that Adkins 
had been firing hi s own gun out his 
truck window. No such gun was

ever found. 
M elendez's widow was not willing to comment. but his mother LulaAdkins, who lost custody of him 

when he was six. said sadly, ·1 still
miss him .  I mi ss his laugh: Attor 
ney Ronald Bowling said Melendez 

However, then pohce chief Is iah 
,\.\cK,nnon found Mdendcz guilty 
of improper conduct" for an inci· 
dent later that month. Court records
in the lawsu it of Aubrey and Susie
Stanley, which settled For $34,000 
claim that Melendez. Gonzalez. and 
officer Pieze Gardner invaded their
3 5" Street home on August 30,
199S 

The records say Aubrey Stanley 
wa s beaten about the face, head 
and back and thrown to the ground 

CRACK, continued from page A 1 

awakened by I.he recent birth of his quane� for the local CRACK chap-
son. ter 

"Treatment  doesn't work,· Pam Cade, a coun selor at 
Woodhill said. Emmanuel Ho use, i s Detroit's

Woodhill pre sented Reverend CRACK coordinator. Thomp son 
Timothy Thompson with a check for welcomed CRACK to Detroit. 
$10,000, Thompson is executive 'CRACK is needed in this city. I
director of Emmanuel H0<1se, a drug am in full suppon of this program 
rehabilitation cen ter for men that because it will benefit all Detroite�; 
acted as the host organization for Thompson said. 'Anything that pre
CRACK and will serve as the head· vents children from coming into this 
Homes, continued from page A 1 
often the hardest. cent Shelton sa}'li those with low 

"They have a job, decen t credit, t o  moderate incomes need extra 
but they don't have money; help getting into a home of theirShelton said. "This makes i t  possible own. 
to purchase with zero cash out of "We know that low-to moderate-
pocket; income homeowner J 2 t imes 

According to last year's HUD re- wealthier than a renter; Shelton

· port, 67 percent of Americans own said. ·wealth is held in the equity
homes. Among African Americans, of their home. At  least if you own 
though, that figure falls to 46 per ·  a home, you' re buildi ng some 

ran 
Rlacl< 

The lawsuit sa}'li the office� ter
rorized Susi e Stanley and the 
couple's young children by putting
guns in their faces, then stole a chi ld's
new bike, The bike was returned
after the im proper conduct finding 
on a citizens' complaint filed by the
Stanley s . 

The following year, Fourth Pre
cinct Commander Alfred Gomez• 
Mesquita recommended the initia
tion of criminal charges for • en try

world addicted, I'm for:

'CRACK isn't about chi ldren, It's
about  making sure these women 
don't have children; Bhatia said. "It's
trying to eliminate the problems or
the children by eliminating the chi!• 
dren.' 

Stephanie Sande�. the program's
Fresno , Calif .  coordinator, said 
CRACK doesn't target a particular

group or co lor.

equity ."

Det roiter Loleta Green attended 
the home-a- rama because she and 
her fami ly just started looking to 
purchase a home. She said she feels there are a lot of people out there

that don't know how to go about 
buying a house. 

"Now you feel that there is a day 
and time for you to buy your own 

without owner's permission, assault 
and bauery, false arrest, ,ind obstruc
tion of justice· in the case of Evan 
Cosme and Danny McCoy. 

Me lendez and hi s partner

Dominic Medina were found by
pol ice investiga10� to have kicked 
down the door to Cosme's Sharon

Street home on June 25, 1997, en 
tered without a warrant, and as · 
s au lted Cosme. The office� then 
falsely reported that they had never 
gone in s ide and that Cosme and 
McCoy possessed drugs. That l aw •  
suit settled for $25,000. 

The fourth lawsuit, which settled 

'Vie re trying to stop addicted chi!·
dren from being bom,• SandeB said. 
"Frankly, I'm appalled at people 
who are concerned about the re
productive rights of these women." 

But Planned Pa r en thood of 
Southeast Michigan d i rector
Jacqueline Morrison is concerned 
about the reproduetive rights of all 
women. Morrison said counseling 
and education about all forms of 

house; said Green, who recently 
started living with her mother be
cause their landlord decided to sell
the hou se they were renting .  She 
said moving into a new home would 
be the perfect Ch ristmas gift for her
husband and three daughters. 

Ravenell is al so hopeful that she

will get into her own home soon . 
She said she chose to move back to

For $100,000, stemmed from an A� 
gll5t 1995 incident. Melendez and hi s

par tner were alleged to have assaulted 
and falsely arrested John Orick while 
Orick was he lping a security guard ap
prehend a shoplifter. The lawsuit says 
the office� rubbed Or ick's face into
the pavement and jerked him upright 
while handcuffed, causing permanent 
injuries. 

A phone call 10 Co mman de r 
Gomez-Me squita regarding officer 
Melendez had not been returned by 
press time. 

birth control are provided 10 any 
woman who comes into their office. 

Those options include less perma• 
nent forms of binh con trol that give 
protection against sexually transmitted 
diseases like HIV."The se services are avai lable with· 
out the coercive natu re of a $200 i n •  
centive; Morri son said. 

Det roit because of its ve�atility. Hav 
ing traveled a lot in the past, she also

felt it was time to settle down. 
·1 can't wait; she sa id .  'I'm goi ng t o

set u p  a business that I already have 
and I'm probably going add to it.' 

The next home-a·rama will be held 
January 20 at Godland Unity, located 
at 22450 Schoolcraft in Detroit. To re
serve a spot, call 313.532.4793. 
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